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TME  clergy  having  fo  unanimpudy  de-  jjook.  t 
dared  for  Matilda,  almoft  all  England  VV^^ 
was  induced  by  their  powerful  influ- 
ence, and  by  the  fear  which  the  defeat  and 
captivity  of  the  king  had  brought  on  his 
party,  to  think  likewife  of  fubmitting  to  the 
government  of  that  lady^  except  the  fingle 
county  of  Kent,  which  the  queen  maintained 
for  her  hufband*  with  the  afliftance  of  his 
favorite,  William  of  Ipres.  This  general,  ^IJ^S^^^ 
immediately  after  the  battle  of  Lincoln,  re- 
tired thither  with  moft  of  the  mercenary 
troops,  encouraged  the  people  of  that  county, 
who  had  been  always  well  afFedlcd  to  Ste-^ 
pheHi  artd  drew  to  his  ftandard  all  the  bird- 
veft  of  that  prince's  friends^  who  daily  came 
in  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom;  fome  of 
them  hoping  to  ferve  their  unfortunate  ipaf^ 
ter,  and  others  to  obtaijh  better  conditions 
for  themfel^ves-^  by  remaining  in  afras*  The 
Vol.  IL  U  tit/ 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


« 


%  HISTORY   OF    TAB    LIFE 

Book  r.  city  of  London  continued  doubtful  whicb 
fovereign  they  ftiould  own,  but  much  more 
inclined  to  the  king  than  to  Matilda,  for 
near  two  months;  at  the  end  of  which  time^ 
that  princefs  having  advanced  as  far  as  St. 
.  Albans,  a  body  of  the  chief  citizens  waited 
on  her  there,  and,  after  &>m€  freaty  with 
her,  confented  to  receive  her  within  their 
walls.  A  few  days  before  Midfummer  fhe 
entered  into  that  city,  with  a  great  train  of 
Ipiritual  and  temporal  lords,  and  with  her 
uncle,  the  King  of  Scotland,  who  came  to 
affift,  as  a  feudatory,  at  her  coronation.  She 
then  took  up  her  refidence  at  the  palace  of 
Weftminfter,  built  by  William  Rufus,  and 
remained  there  fome  time,  to  order  and  com- 
pofe  the  ftatc  of  the  kingdom.  The  earl  of 
Gloceftcr  ferved  her  well  in  this  neceffarjr 
work.  He  negociatcd  with  the  barons  of 
the  oppofite  faSion,  aflured  the  haughty  by 
carefles  and  the  mercenary  by  promifes,  was 
full  of  humanity,  moderation,  aadcourtefy> 
in  all  his  deportment.  Not  did  he.  merely 
employ  fair  appearances,  or  fmooth  words, 
to  reconcile  the  inclinations  of  the  people  to 
that  change  which  had  efpoufed  his  fifter's 
caufe,  or^  fubmitted  to  her  power,  be  tried 
to  reform  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and 
reftore  the  good  ancient  laws  5  being  tho- 
roughly fenfible,  that  more  ftability  would  be 
given  to  government,  by  thefe  a6ts  of  bene- 
ficence, than  by  force  and  fear,  to  which, 
he  knew,  the  fpirit  of  the  people  could  not 

long 
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long  be  fubjeded.  Had  (he  been  guided  by 
his  wifdom,  the  whole  kingdom  would  foon 
have  acknowledged  her  fovercignty,  without 
further  oppofition:  but  all  his  endeavours 
were  defeated  by  the  perverfenefs  of  her  con- 
duft.  The  pride  and  haughjtinefs  of  her  tem- 
per were  (b  fwelled  by  this  fudden  gale  of 
profperity,  that  they  bore  her  far  from  the 
courfe  which  his  prudence  dcfired  to  make 
her  fteer*  From  the  day„  in  which  the  king 
was  delivered  to  her  a  prifoner,  her  looks, 
her  mien,  her  language,  were  abfolutely 
changed.  She  aifumed  an  air  fo  imperious, 
that  ont  would  have  thought  her  another 
Semiramis,  giving  laws  to  a  nation  long  ac- 
cuftomed  .to  fervitude,  rather  than  a  princefs 
of  England,  making  her  way,  through 
many  obftacles,  to  the  limited  government 
of  a  free  people,  not  fufficiently  convinced 
of  her  right  to  their  fealty.  Her  Grandfather, 
William  the  Conqueror,  was  hardly  more  vid.  auaores 
defpotickat  the  end  of  his  reign,  than"  {he  at^"^^-«^^"P'^* 
tlie  beginning  of  a  yet  unaflured  and  unfettled 
authority,  even  before  the  crown,  fo  lately 
worn  by  her  valiant  antagonift,  was  placed 
on  her  head.  Some  of  the  party  of  Stephen, 
who  came  to  offer  their  allegiance  and  fer- 
vices  to  her,  fhe  received  with  great  coldnefs, 
others  fhe  drove  from  her  prefence  with  up- 
braidings  and  threats.  All  the  grants  made 
by  that  prince,  even  thofe  to  the  church,  fhe 
precipitately  revoked,  to  give  them  to  her  fa-- 
vorites.    From  thofe  who  had  fubmitted  to 
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her  flic  often  to6k  a  part  of  their  lands  an4 
and  poffeflions,  as  fines  for  their  paft  condudti 
and  thus  left  them,  at  the  beft,  but  half  re- 
conciled to  her,  or  rather  fecret  enemies,  wha 
naturally  felt  more  refentment  for  what  they 
had  loft,  than  gratitude  for  what  they  re- 
tained. But  all  the  barons  who,  from  a  fenfb 
.  of  honor  or  fidelity,  delayed  to  abandon  their 
late  mafter,  flie  wholly  deprived  of  their  ho- 
nors and  eftates,  and  conferred  tiiem  on 
others;  thus  rendering  them  implacable,  and 
keeping  up  a  head  of  oppofition  againft  her, 
which  no  time  could  remove.  The.  citizens, 
of  London,  whom  fhe  ought  to  have  parti- 
cularly courted,  were  treated  with  great  fcr- 
verity :  for  flic  not  only  denied  them  the  in- 
dulgence they  aflced,  of  being  governed  by 
the  laws  of  King  Edward  the  Confcflbr,  but 
ojpprefTed  them  by  arbitrary  and  grievous 
exaftions.  They  reprefented  to  her  how 
much  they  had  loft>of  that  opulence  they  for- 
merly had  enjoyed,  by  the  decay  of  their  trade 
and  other  public  calamities  attending  the 
war,  befides  the  high  demands,  which  the 
the  late  government  had  often  made  upon 
them,  and  which  they  durft  not  refufe.  They 
more  efpecially  pleaded  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  they  had  lately  fuftained,  in  making 
provifion  for  the  relief  of  their  poor,  againft 
an  imminent  danger  of  famine,  which,  they 
apprehended,  was  not  yet  entirely  removed. 
And  therefore  they  humbly  implored  her,  in 
the  raoft  pathetic  terms,  to  moderate  her  de- 

,         mand. 
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mand^  or,  at  leaft,  to  grant  thcra,  out  of 
compaffion  to  their  prefent  great  diftrefs,  a 
longer  time  for  the  payment 5  promifing  her, 
that,  when  peace  fhould  be  perfedly  efta- 
blifhed,  as  their  riches  would  encreafe,  fo 
fliould^  alfo  their  zeal  for  the  fupport  of  her 
government.  But,  before  they  had  ended 
their  remonftrance,  with  rage  in  her  eyes, 
frowns  on  her  brow,  and  fuch  a  diforder  of 
paffion,  as  equilly  deftroyed  the  majefty  of 
the  queen  and  the  foftriefs  of  the  woman,  (he 
told  them,  that  they  had  freqifehtly»and  la- 
viflily  granted  their  money  to  Stepiifin,  for 
his  fupport,  and  to  her  detriment,  -  having 
been  long  combined  with  her  enemies,  as  (he 
had  felt  tohcr  coft;  and  therefore  they  muft 
not  expert  that  fhc  would  (hew  any  lenity  to 
them,  or  remit  the  leaft  part  of  the  fum  (he 
had  demanded.  So  ill  did  (he  underftand  the 
art  of  converting  fubdued  enemies  into 
friends,  which,  fo  far  as  it  can  be  done 
without  alienating  thdfe  by  whofe  ailiftance 
they  were  fubdued,  is  of  all  arts  the  moft  ne-t- 
ce(rary  in  revolutions  of  government! 

Nor  was  her  behaviour  more  gracious  to 
her  friends  themfelvcs  When  the  bifliop  of 
Winchefter  and  the  earl  of  Glocefter  wer^ 
fuitors  to  her  for  any  of  the  king's  party,  (he 
frequently  rejeded  their  intercc(fions  with 
great  rudenefs,  fuflfering  them  to  kneel  to 
her,  without  fifing  up:  a  pride,  which,. conr- 
trafted  with  the  familiar  and  obliging  behar- 
vjour  of  Stephen,  appeared  the  more  oflfeni- 
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pook  I.  five  and  infupportablc  to  a  free  people.  Ill 
^  ^ — /-~'  vain  did  her  brother,  to  whon>  flie  owed  her 
^'^♦^^♦'•fuccefs,  fuggeft  to  her  right  meafures^  and 
a  conduit  more  agreeable  to  that  ftate  £he  was 
in,  and  to  the  temper  of  the  nation.  Nei-* 
ther  his  counfels,  nor  thofe  of  the  king  of 
Scotland,  her  uncle^  could  prevail  againft 
the  dictates  of  her  impetuous  paffions,  to 
which  £he  now  gave  fo  abfolute  a  fway,  that 
jflbe  made  little  ufe  even  of  her  own  under^ 
ftanding,  which,  in  the  former  tranfadions 
of  her  life,  had  appeared  to  be.much  ftronger 
and  fitter  for  government,  than  could  beima* 
gined  from  her  prefent  behaviour.  She  was 
indeed  quite  intoxicated  with  her  good  for-r 
tupe,  and  confidered  England  ^s  a  conquered 
country,  upon  which  fhe  might  trample  at 
pleafureii  forgetting  that  moft  of  thofe  by 
whom  (he  had  conquered  had  fought  for  free- 
dom, and  that  even  the  vanquifhed  party  was 
not  fo  difpirited,  or  reduced  to  fuch  weaknefs, 
as  that  a  galling  arid  defperate  refentment 
inight  not  yet  render  them  dangerous  to  her, 
cfpecially  if  they  were  ftrengthened  by  a 
coalition  with  thofe  whom  intereft  alone  had 
made  her  friends*  But  while  flie  was  lulled 
ViJ.  aiiftores  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  fecurity  of  infolent  folly,  and  in^ 
ciuc.otfopra.  tent  upon  nothing  but  her  approaching  co-» 
ronation,  for  the  ceremonies  of  which  fh^ 
now  prepared,  with  all  the  impatience  and 
pleafure  of  a  woman  who  loved  the  pomp  of 
royalty  no  lefs  than  thefubftance,  there  arofe 
#  fud^eQ  ftormi  whkh  bufft  tipon  her  he^d 
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with  great  furyj  and  drove  hcf  away  far  ever 
from  that  throne,  which  ih.e  believed  hcr- 
ielf  juft  upon  the  point  of  afcending. 

Thore  is  no  kimj  of  tj^an^ciy  that  wiU  fa 
ibon  excite  a  xevoit  in  ^  great  trading  city^ 
^  an  oppreffive  taxation.  The  citizens  of 
London,  exafperated  at  the  burthens  laid 
upon  them  by  the  emprefs,  and  at  the  har£h- 
ncfs  of  the  anlwer  v^rhich  fhe  had  returned  to 
their  petition;  for  relief,  began  to  cabal,  ami 
confult  together,  how  to  fhake  oiF  a  yoke  fa 
intolerable ^o  them.  Wb^J©  their  mind?. were 
in  thiS'fennmt,  King  Stephen's  queeo,  a 
lady^  whole  virtues  Qven.  his  enemi^  honored^ 
iad  mainly  cjadeavaui:ed  to  furocure  for  hina 
his  freedom,  njnm  the^ard  cgaiditiotis.of  riPr 
figning  the  droMrn,  and^ing  into  a  convent;, 
or  to  the  holy  land,  for  the  remainder  of  hia 
life^  whiehisdie  chief  lords  of  his  party  en- 
gaged he  ihotjld  do,  and  offered  Matilda  to  vid.  a«aores 
furrender  their,  cafties  ?;nd,give  her  many  ciiatuifupri. 
lioilages^  to  fecure  to  hec  the  performance  of 
this  ftipujation*  NoAi»g  httt  »a  implacable 
4efire  of  revenge  could  hiadear  her  from  ac- 
cepting fuch  aprapofaU  ua^der  the  obligation 
£belxad  to  the'biihop  of  Wibchefter,  and  cop- 
^dcring  hfliw-tnucb  hey  kingdom  would  fuf- 
&r  by  the  publick  tranquillity  not  being  re-- 
"ftored.  Nevertheiefs  fhe  reje<5ted  it  with  an 
air  of  difdainr  whereupon  the  queenj  who, 
with  the  gentlenefs  becoming  her  fex,  had  a 
iaafculine  courage,  and  knew  how  to  _a6t,  ajt 
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Book.!,  proper  feafori^j  both  with  vigour  and  pru'«* 
*""~  dence,  commanded  her  forces  t6  pafs  over 
the  river,  and  lay  vrafte  the  whoU  country, 
iiruicr  the  wralls  of  London  :  but  at  the  fame 
time,  by  her  fecret  agents;  ihe  invited  the 
citizens  to  confederate  with  her  againft  this 
moft  arrogant  and  tyrannical  governraent; 
fuggefting  to  them  how  eafily  they  might, 
by  a  fudden  and  general  infurredion,  mak©^ 
themfelvcs  mafters  of  the  perfon  of  Matilda, 
and  fo  redeem  and  reftore  the.  king.  They, 
who  now  were  in  equ^l  danger  of  lofing  tlieir 
fortunes,  by  the  avarice  of  Matilda,  and  by 
the  arms  of  the  queen,  detennined  to  faye 
them,  by  adjoining  with  the  latter,  whom 
they  had  always  loved,  againft  the  former, 
who  had  inflanfiedtheir  ancient  ^di^ike  of  hen 
into  a  furious  and  irrecoilcilaWe  hatreds  Thia 
jrefolution  would  have  been  executed,  and 
Matilda,  who  thought  that  {he  had  nothing 
|:o  fear,  becaufe  fhe  faw  the  que6n^s  tro^ps) 
employed  in  ravaging  the  Hxv^  of  the  citi- 
zens, would  have  been  taken  prifoner,  in  her 
palace  of  Weftminfter,  by  thbfe  very  citizens, 
if  fhe  had  not  been  opportunely  apprifed  of 
her  danger,  by  an  intelligence  fent  to  hep 
from  one  of  their  body :  upon  which  flie  im^ 
mediately  gave  the  darm  to  her  friends,  and, 
with  all  poffible  filence  and  fccrefy,  drew 
them  infchfibly,  by  fmall  parties,  out  Of  the 
city^  before  the  cortfpifators  ther«*weri5  teady 
to  a(ft  3  then  moun^ng  on  horfeback  fhe  re-» 
{iredin^  military  qiapner  to  Oxford,  the no-^ 
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bles  who  attended  her  forming  with  their  fbU 
lowers  a  ftrong  body  of  cavalry,  and  march- 
ing tc^ether,  in  good  order,  till  they  got  to 
a  confidorable  diftance  from  London.    The 
citizens,  who  had  hoped.to  furprizc  her  un-  Vid.  a«at|f«t 
prepared,  were  quite  difconcerted  at  finding  ^^^^'^^V^ 
that  their  plot  was  difcovered:    infomuch 
that  they  fuiFered  her,  and  all  who  wpre  with 
her,  to  efc4pc  unmolefted,  fatisfying  them-^ 
ielves  with  the  plunder  of  the  goods  they 
had  left  behind.    Probably,  it  was  the  too 
eager  defire  of  that  booty   which  chiefly 
flopped  their  piirfuit;   and  Matilda  got  off y-j  j^j  -j.. . 
from  them,  asr  Mithridates  is  Taid  to  havecicerool^. 
efcaped  frotia  the  Romans,  by  throwing  gold^"\^^ 
and  filvcr  in  their  way.    The  king  of  Scot- 
land, the  earl  x>f  Glocefter,  and  the  bifljop  of 
Winchefter  went  with  that  princefs  to  Ox- 
ford; but  moft  of  the  other  barons  feparated,  v.  Maam 
and  repaired  to  their  feveral  homes,  before  ihc  ^^  *"  ^f^ 
got  thither.    Nor  did  (he  ftay  long  in  that 
city;   but  went  to  Glocefter,  in  order  to 
confer  with  Milo  Fitz- waiter  on  the  prcfent 
ftate  of  affairs.  After  fome  deliberation,  they 
returned  together  to  Oxford,  where  ihe  now 
determined  to  rpfide.  This  baron  adhered  to 
her  in  all  the  changes  pf  fortune,  with  the 
moft  fteady  fidelity,  for  which  fhe  now  re- 
warded hitrx  with  the  earldom  of  Hereford. 
He  likewife  enjoyed  a  fuperior  fhare  of  her 
favour  and  confidence ;  but  was  forced  to  pre- 
ferve  it  by  a  more  flattcting  complaifancc,   ^ 
|I^Q  hef  true  intpreft  and  fervice  rcqyired: 

fof 
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Book  t    for  (he  would  not  endure  any  advice  that  con- 
^•^-v*-^   tradidred  her  humour;^  and  a;8  he  owed  fo 
much  to  her  afFedion,  and  expsdted  ftill  more, 
he  was  content  to  be  her  minifter  upon  her 
own  terms;  from,  whence  it  happened  that 
his  great  abilities  were  of  much  leis  advan- 
tage to  her  than  might  have  been  expected. 
The  bifhop  of  Winchefter  had  been  ex- 
tremely difgufted  for  fome  time;  and  there 
is  reafon  to  think  that  the  confpiracy  at  Lon- 
.  don  was  formed  with  his  approbation :  yet 
he  concealed  his  refentments  a  little  longer^ 
but  in  the  mean  while  gave  orders  that  the 
fortifications  of  his  caftle   at    Winchefter 
ihould  be  repaired  and  augmented,  with  other 
precautions,  that  were  neceflary  to  put  him 
in  a  better  condition  of  openly  quarrelling 
with  Matilda.     He  then  made  a  requefl  to 
her,   which,   confidering  his  power  in  the 
church  and  ftate,  the  danger  of  a  breach  with 
him,  and  the  obligations  fhe  had  to  him  in 
the  eyes  of  the  worjd,  one  (hould  have  fup^ 
pofed  could  not  have  been  refufed.  What  he 
V.  aoaorcs    alked  was  a  grant  of  the  earldoms  of  Mor- 
citat.  iitfupra,  tagne  and  Boulogne,  which  Stephen  had  held 
.  before  he  gained  the  crown,  to  his  nephew 
Euftace,  that  king*s  eldeft  fon.    And  furely, 
if  this  great  prelate  could  Co  far  give  way  to 
reafon  of  ftate,  or  rather  to  the  paftions  and 
revenge  of  Matilda,  as  to  acquiefce  in  her 
keeping  the  unfortunate  father  in  prifon  for 
life,  which  fhe  now  feemed  refolved  ta  do,  it ' 
was  incumbent  upon  him,  by   all  the  obli- 
gations 
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gations  of  nature  and  duty,  to  fhew  this  re«    Boot  L 
gard  at  leafl  to  the  innocent  fon,  who  had  an 
un^ueflionable  right  to  his  care  and  pro-« 
tedion.   One  of  thefe  earldoms,  viz.  that  of 
Boulogne,  was  the  inheritance  of  that  prince's 
mother^  and  not  in  the  power  of  the  emprefs^ 
fa  that  the  ^ing  her  for  it  was  only  a  com^ 
pliment,  and  that  of  Mortagne  was  a  fmall 
i>oon  in  return  for  a  crown.  Never thelcfs  (he 
refufed  it,  perhaps  from  a  jealoufy  fhe  had 
conceived  of  the  bifhop :  but  however  juftly 
ihe  may  have  fufpe^ted  him,  by  denying  him 
a  favor  fo  reafonable  in   itfelf  fhe  hurt  her 
own  caufe,  and  gave  him  a  fair  pretence  to 
break  with  her  more  decently,  having  the 
voice  of  the  publick  on  his  fide.     After  this 
he  came  no  more  to  her  court,  though  often 
invited,    but  had  a  meeting,  at  Guilford, 
with  the  queen,  his  filter  in  law;  and  there 
they  concerted   together  all  the  meafures 
which  they  thought  neceffary  to  procure  the 
the  reftoration  of  the  king.  He  began  by  ab*- 
iblving  thofe,  whom  he  had  before  excom^ 
municated  for  adhering  to  that  prince,  and 
-by  his  agents  and  enjiflfaries,  fent  over  the 
whole  kingdom  grievous  complaints  againft 
the  emprefs,  affirming  that  (he  had  treache- 
roufly  formed  a  defign  to  feize  his  perfon ; 
bad  broken  her  oath  given  to  him  and  all  the 
other  barons,    and  knew   not  how   to  ufe 
power  with  moderation.  Thefe  reports  much 
afiFedted  the  irritable  minds  of  the  people, 
VPQU  which'  compaflion  alfo  worked  very 
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Book.  L  powerfully,  at  this  time,  in  behalf  of  the 
^  ^  king.  For  the  emprefs,  whofe  temper  was 
naturally  vindiftive,  being  exafperated  by  the 
danger  (he  had  been  in  at  London,  and  the 
great  lofs  her  party  fuffered  from  the  revolt 
of  that  city,  vented  hei^  rage  on  the  pprfon  of 
her  royal  captive,  and  laid  him  in  irons,  like 
a  common  malefadtor,  againft  the  will  of  her 
brother,  the  earl .  of  Gloeefter,  whom  thofe 
who  flattered  her  paflions  accufedto  her  of 
treating  him  with  tqo  much  indulgence.  But 
the  igpominious  and  barbarous  ufage  of  a 
prince,  whofe  dignity  flic  ought  :to  have  re- 
fpe<fled,  for  the  fake  of  her  own,  excited  fuch 
a  general  indignation :  againft  her,  as  xioi  9 
little  aflifted  to  turn  again,  on  his .  fide,  the 
often  varying  ftream  of  popular  favpr.  The 
people  of  England  have;,  alwaysj.b^eij  good-? 
natu^-edyo  pven  the  fpirit;  of, p?ii;ty, has.  never 
had  forqe  enough  to  deftroy  the  ftrong  prin- 
ciple of  humanity  i^i  them.  When  they  were 
told,  that,  their  fovereign  was  loaded  with 
irons,  they  forgot  all  his  faults.  His  fufFer^ 
ings  only,  and  the  inhuman  arrpgance  of  Ma^ 
tilda,  her  arbitrary,  violent,  opprefSve  cour 
dudt^  were  now  the  general  fubjedts  of  their 
thoftght  and  difcourfe.  The  prefent  refent^ 
ment,  raifed  by  thefe,  overcame  and  oblitef 
rated,  in  the  minds  of  the  enemies  of  Ste- 
phen themfelves,  their  formqr  rancoyr  a^ 
gainft  him;  while,  in  his  friends,  it  revived 
$1  warmer  and  more  tender  fenfe  of  all  thofe 
ppde^jn^  an4  amjable  qualities*  by  which 
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ke:  had  formerly  recommended  himfelf  to  the 
affedtion  of  the  publick.  The  biftiop  of  Win- 
chefter,  whofe  eyes  were  very  quick,  difcerned 
this  change  in  the  temper  of  the  nation^  and 
iaw  that  he  fhould  he  in  danger  of  loiing  all 
his  credit,  if  he  did  not  fall  in  with  it,  and  ad: 
for  his.  brother;  which,  together  with  the 
flights  he  had  received  from  the  emprefs,  and 
diAike.  of  her  behaviour,  made  him  refolve 
to  undo  all  he  had  done  for  her  fervice,  and 
reftore  the  king  whom  his  perfidy  had  con- 
tributed to  dethrone.  But,  as  he  had  not  yet 
taken  an  open  part  againft  her,  the  earl  of 
Glocefter,  who  knew  how  detrimental  the 
lofs  of  him  would  be  to  Matilda,  thought  it 
expedient  to  try  all  poffible  means  to  .regain 
him  to  her.  party :  with,  which  intention  he 
made  hin^  an  amicable  vifit  at  Winchefter ; 
but  after  having  conferred  with  him  he  found 
him  determined^  and  returning  to  his  filler 
confirmed  her  jealoufy.  Upon  the  report  he 
made  to  her,  without  confulting  with  him, 
or  letting  him  into  the  fecret  of  her  defign, 
flie  went  on  a  fudden  to  Winchefter,  with  all  vid.  nnStwtg 
the  force. (he  had  at  Oxford,  except  what  was  citaLutfttpm. 
neceffary  to  be  left  there  in  garrifon,  hoping 
to  furprize  and  feize  the  biftiop.  But  juft  as 
ihe  was  entering  at  one  gate  of  the  city,  he 
rode  out  at  another,  and  efcaped  to  his  caftle ; 
which,  by  the  defcription  we  have  of  it, 
feems  to  have  been  fituated  clofe  to  the  walls 
upon  the  bank  of  the  river.  It  was  a  very 
flrong  fprtrefs,  well  garrifoned,  and  ftored 
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with  all  ncceffarics  to  fuftaia  a  long  fiege^  by 
the  care  of  the  bifliop,  who  had  prudently' 
forefeen  the  need  he  might  have  of  fuch  a 
timely  provifion.  His  efcape  difconcerted  the 
meafures  of  the  emprefs.  Having  failed  in 
her  intention  of  taking  him  by  furprize,  fhc 
fent  a  meffage  inviting  him  to  come  to  her 
court ;  but  he  was  too  prudent  to  be  caught 
in  fuch  a  fnare.  Had  (he  fucceeded,  it  would 
have  been  a  very  dangerous  aft,  fo  far  to  vi- 
olate the  privileges  of  the  church  in  the  per- 
fon  of  a  legate,  draw  upon  herfelf,  not  only 
the  enmity  of  all  the  Englifti  clergy,  in  whofe 
afFedtion  the  main  ftrength  of  her  party  then 
lay,  but  alfo  the  formidable  refentments  of 
Rome.  Her  brother's  difcretion  would  ne- 
ver have  permitted  her  to  aft  fo  raflily,  and 
therefore  (he  did  not  confult  him;  wilful  and 
violent  tempers  being  afraid  of  fober  advice, 
even  from  their  beft  friends.  As  fhe  had  im- 
prudently engaged  in  this  enterprize,  fo  (he 
A.  D.  1 141.  obftinately  purfued  it,  and  rcfolved  to  beliege 
the  bi(hop  in  his  caftle;  remaining  herfelf  in' 
the  royal  palace  of  Winchefter,  which  flood 
upon  a  hill,  without  the  weft-gate,  and  was 
then  a  very  ftrong  fortrefs;  but  lodging  the 
greater  part  of  her  troops  in  the  city,  the  in- 
habitants of  which  were  generally  inclined 
to  her  caufe.  The  forces  fhe  had  with  her 
not  being  fufficicnt  for  fo  great  an  under- 
taking, fhe  fummoned  her  adherents  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  Many  of  thofe  who 
had  fubmitted  to  her  after  the  battle  of  Lin- 
coln 
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coin  forfook  her  now,  and  went  over  to  Ste*  Book  I. 
phen;  but  among  thofe  who  attended  her  to  ^^*-'v^*^ 
this  expedition,  or  who  came  on  her  fum-  yid.  aoaore^ 
mons,  were  David  king  of  Scotland,  Robert  cttat.atfapnu 
earl  of  Glocefter,  Reginald,  another  of  her 
'  natural  brothers,  whom  fhe  had  made  earl  of 
Cornwall,  Baldwin  de  Redvers  earl  of  De* 
vonihire,  Milo  earl  of  Hereford,  Roger  earl 
of  Warwick,  William  de  Mohun,  whom  fhe 
there  rewarded  with  the  earldom  of  Dorfet^ 
GeofFry  Boterel,  brother  to  Alan  earl  of  Rich- 
n^end,  and  Brian  Fitzcomte,  lord  of  Waling- 
ford  and  Abergavenny,  who  had  a  very  par- 
ticular fhare  in  her  favor.  The  earl  of  Chef- 
ter  alfo  came,  but  later  than  the  others,  and 
with  very  few  followers;  fb  that  he  did  her 
no  fervice,  and  was  even  fufpedfced  of  an  in- 
clination to  take  part  with  her  enemies :  a 
moft  furprizing  change  indeed,  after  all  that 
had  paffed  between  the  king  and  him  !  but 
he  was  a  man  of  a  light  temper :  and  indeed 
thcfe  were  times  which  produced  very  few 
inflances  of  irreconcilable  enmities  or  firm  at- 
tachments. On  the  other  fide,  the  bifhop  of 
Winchefter,  feeing  that  the  whole  power  of 
the  emprefs  was  coUeifted  to  make  war  upon 
him,  called  to  his  afliftance  all  the  friends  of 
his,  brother,  who  came  in  fuch  numbers^ 
that  they  compofed  an  army  much  ftronger 
than  Matilda's-  All  the  earls  in  England,  ex*- 
cept  thofe  above  mentioned,  attended  his 
fummons,  with  great  troops  of  their  vafTals : 
nor  were  any  of  them  more  forward  on  this 
3  occa- 
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*^'  '•  c>Gcafioii  than  thofe  who  had  ferved  io  jilJU^f 
^^'^^^'^  the  battle  of  X'incoln :  •  for  they  heardj  t^spiK-f 
felves  cont||)rually  reproached  with  jthe^^if-^ 
chiefs  their  flight  had  caufed,  andi  e4g|;rly 
fought  an  occafidn  of  red^^ming  thi&l;K>a^ 
they  ^ad  loft  on  that  day*  Xib^  queeali;^ c^lf 
marched  to  Winchefter,  at  the  headj^*  t|*c 
Kentifh  militia,  her  conilsmt  fciend^r.^gdof' 
a  thoufand men  at  arms,  d^^wti  from. tl^e. city 
of  London,  befides  archers  ^and  pikf^^n« 
William  of  Ipres  attended  herr  .withpioflof 
the  mercenaries,  breathing  revenge  for  the  inr 
human  indignities  impofed  on  their  graciQUd 
*  and  munificent  prince,  whom  they  now  ffr-* 
ved,  not  for  hire  only,  but  out  of  afFei^n.1 
knowing  that  his  favor  to  diem  had  befi^  )iis 
greatefl  offence  to  his  people.  Thus  w^.tji^ 
4titmofl  flrength  of  both  parties  alTembledj^ 
bout  the  city  and  caflle  of  Winchefler,  but 
witli  a  great  fuperiority  on  the  fide  of  th^ 
Vfd.  aa£lores  king«  The. plan  formed  by  his  generals  was 
atfupra.  to  prevent  any  provifions  frorti  coming  to  the 
town,  and  vanquifh  the  emprefs  by  famine, 
or  force  Ijer  to  a  battle  with  very  unequal 
numbers.  Accordingly  they  made  themfelves 
mailers  of  all  the  communications  fhe  had 
with  the  country,  except  one,  towards  ^the 
weft  or  north- weft,  which  they  could  ^ot 
fliut  up  fo  clofcly  as  the  others ;  but  dven  on 
that.fide  they  rendered  the  paffage  of  her  fup- 
plies  very  difficult,  by  fending  out  paflies  jo£ 
horfe  to  fcour  the  country,  which  oft^R  jinr*-, 
tjBrcepted  them,  and  frightened  the  people 
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from  any  intercoarfe  with  her;  Uhdef  theft 
difficulties  (he  ilill  perfevered  in  beiieging  the 
legate^  who  defended  his  caille  with  a  mo{l 
undaunted  courage^  and  fo  little  regard  to  his 
epifcopal  chara£ter>  that,  in  order  to  revenge 
mmfelf  on  the  townftnen>  who  favored 
Matilda,  he  cotnmanded  fireworks  to  be 
thrown  from  the  battlements  of  his  tower,  by 
which  a  great  part  of  the  city,  the  moft  mag- 
nificent then  in  England,  and  above  twenty 
churches,  (or  as  fbme  authors  fay)  forty,  with 
a  nunnery  and  an  abbey,  were  burnt  down  to 
the  ground*  In  the  latter  of  thefe,  which 
was  called  the  abbey  of  Hyde  and  fituated 
without  the  walls,  there  was  a  large  crofs, 
covered  with  plates  of  pure  gold,  and  richly 
fet  with  precious  floncs,  the  gift  of  King  Ca-^ 
iiute.  This  having  been  damaged  by  the 
flames,  the  bifliop  of  Winchefter  very  freely 
made  ufe  of  the  gold  to  pay  his  troops,  and 
laid  up  the  jewels  among  his  own  treafures. 
The  miferable  citiziens  fufFered  no  lefs  by  fa- 
.mine'than  by  fire;  the  few  provifions,  which 
fometimes  were  brought  into  the  town,  be-- 
ing  all  taken  from  them,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  foldiers  quartered  among  them;  nor  wa$ 
there  enough  to  fupply  thefe  with  the  fiecef-* 
faries  of  life:  fo  that  the  eafl  of  Glocefter^ 
apprehending  the  ruin  of  his  afmy^  refdlved 
to  ere<9:  a  fort  near  the  nunnery  of  Warewell^ 
upon  the  river  Teft,  which  might  facilitate 
and  fbcure  the  importation  of  viftuals  into  thtf 
city  on  that  fide.  Some  chofen  troops  werrf 
Vi)h.  IL  C  «om^ 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


Of/-fc    Digitized  by  CjOOQIC     ' 


Ai     ktK6     M-ENRY     It.  jj 

tint  of  the  town,  in  the  vs^a  of  his  army,  toge-    Bode  I. 
^thttr.with  hcnatncle,  the  king  of  Scotland*   ^"^^^r"^ 
mid  inoft  of  thofe  friends  whofe  prefervation 
Ise  tlx)ught  of  the  greateil  importance^  order«« 
ing  thetn  to  march  about  break  of  day,  with 
^Ithe  expedition  they  could,  towards  Gle^ 
t:*ftcr,  by  the  way  of  Ludgerfhall  and  the 
Devifes;    while  he  him&if,  to  cover  their 
iietreat,     followed    more    flowly,'    with   a 
rear  guard  compofed  of  fomc  of  the  bravcft 
siobility,  and  of  a  few  chofen  troops,  which> 
ho  believed,  would  ftand  by  him,  againft  any    . 
odds  of  numbers.    It  was  happy  for  M^til<fct 
and  all  with  her  that  he  took  thefe  neceffary 
precautions.    The  bifliop  of  Winchefter  was 
not  fo  fcrupulous,  as  tp  fuifer  his  enemies  to 
elcape  without  moleftation,  out  of  rcfpeA  to 
a  holy-day;  but  the  moment  he  got  intelli*- 
gence  of  their  march  fent  his  garrifon  to 
pnrfue  diem,  fpreadingalfo  the  alarm  through 
all  the  queen's  army,  which  was  pofted  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  town  and  in  fome  places 
near  adjacent    They  foon  joined  his  forces^ 
and  came  up  with  the  earl  of  Glocefter  at 
Stockbridge  upon  the  river  Teft.    That  lord  a.  D.  tij^U 
made  a  ftand  againft  them  at  the  head  of  the  yjj  g^^^orti 
bridge;  but  after  a  long  and  brave  defence^  citat.utfuprii 
in  which  Geoffry  Boterel  diftinguiihed  him- 
Jfelf  beyond  all  the  other  knights,  the  pafs  was 
forced,  the  rear  guard  defeated^  and  their 
gfeneral  taken  prifonerby  William  of  Ipres. 

Thus  did  the  earl  of  Glocefter  moft  gene-s 
roufly  facriiice  himfelf  to  the  fafety  of  hii? 

C   a  fifteif 
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Book  I-  Mcr  and  fovereign,  though  Ihe  had  brought 
.the  danger  on' herfelf,  by  her  wilful  impru- 
dence in  afting.  without  his  advice-  Having 
retarded  the  enemy  in  their  purfuit/  he  en* 
abled  her  and  the  main  body  of  his  army  to 
efcape  without  any  other  datnage  than  4he 
fliame  of  having  been,  forced  to  make  a  ror 
treat  which  defemred-^^to  be  rather  called  ia 
flight.  The  emprefs  canne  unmolefkd  b^ 
the  enemy  to  the  caftleof  Ludgerihall;  hiit 
left  it  in  a  few  hours^  and? went  on  horfe*- 
back,  as  fpeedily  as  her  Arengthi  wouM  pef- 

imit,  to  the  Devifes;  from  whence  (if  fonoe 
hiftorians  of  no  fmall  authority  may  be^<tr^ 
dited)  fhe  was  carried  to  Glocefler  on  aibier, 
as  a  dead  corpfe  :  but,  a^  William  of  JMaknf'- 
bury  and  the  anonymous  author  of  thcr  ads 
of  King  Stephen,  who.  would  hardly  have 
omitted^  to  mentioii  this  circumflance^  had 
it  been  true,,  fay^  nothing  of  it,  I  think  it  a 
fable  grounded  only  on  popular  rumours, 
which  always  add  fomcthing  to  every, extra- 
ordinary and  furprifing  event,,  It  was  alfo 
a  current  report,  that  the  king  of  Scotland 
was  thrice  taken  prifoner  in  his  flighty  and 
redeemed  by  fome  of  his  friends ;  his  perfon 
not  being  known  to  the  foldiers  who  took 
him.  A  contemporary  author  relates,  that 
one  David  Holiford,  a-godfon  bf  that  king, 
who  happened  to  ferve  at  this  time  in  the 
army  of  the  queen,  helped  greatly  to  : con- 
ceal him  from  their  purfuit.  Certain  it  is, 
that  he  made  his  efcape  with  much  diffi- 
culty. 
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ettJfjr;  and  fb  did  the  emprefs.  Befides  the  b^  J^  r 
di^race  fhe  fufFefed,  her  brotherV  captivity  ^^'^  ' 
Was  fuch  a  misfortune  to  her,  as  almoft  de- 
prived her  of  any  fenfe  of  joy  in  her  own 
prefefvation.  But  he  himfelf  bore  it  with 
tht  moft  unfhuken  fortitude ;  no  a<ftion,  no 
word,  not  evftri  a  look,  difcovcring  the  leaft 
deje^ion  of -fpirit :  infomuch  that  his  very 
enemies  were  compelled  to  revere  and  extol  via.  aoaoret 
hii  vJrtoerJ^h4dh  could  with  fuch  dignity  ^'^'- "'^"P"^^ 
iftteintain  its  fupeHority  over  all  the  power  of 
fortuWe.  The  queenv  who  knew,  that  the 
itt'tffige  of  her  hiiiband  had  been  contrary 
tD'his*  advice  and  defire,  would  not  by  chains, 
or  dny  other  inhuman  feveritics,  revenge  it 
^pt3n  him;  but  treated  him  kindly;  and 
itSade  hiih  a  propofal,  by  fome  principal  Jorcfe 
(Sf  her  party,  to  fet  hi«i  at  liberty,  in  eb«s 
chiange  for  Stephen.  He  replied,  that  fuch 
all  exchange  would  not  be-  equal ;  the  dif- 
pro|«rtiori  between  a  king  and  an  earl  being 
to6  great :  but  if  they  would  agree  that  ^1 
his  friends  whom  they  had  made  prifoners, 
id  Which  number  were  fcveral  barons  of  dif- 
ttedtion,  (hoiild  be  freed,  together  with  him, 
in  exchange  for^  the  king,  he  would  give 
his'  confent  to  thoft  terms.  The  queen,  who 
dfefired*the  liberty  of  her  hufband  almoft  up- 
«jbf^^ity  conditions,  would  have  willingly  ac- 
cepted this  offer  :  but  William  of  Ipres,  and. 
fprne  other  nobles,  who  expcdted  great  ran- 
doms for  the  prifoners  they  had  taken,  op- 
pbfcd 'it  warmly,  and  obliged  her  to  rejedfc  . 
C  3  it, 
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Book  I.    it.     She  then  tried  to  perfuade  the  earl  qf 
hrrrrr'   Gloccfter  to  forfake  the  caufe  of  his  fifter, 
and  join  with  Stephen  ;  offering  himj^  in  the 
name  of  her  hufband,  and  by  orders  from 
him,  the  fupreme  adminiftraltion  of  all  his 
affairs,  and  tne  fecond  place  in  his  kingdom. 
The  anfwer  he  made  to  her  was,  '^  I  am  not 
^*  in  my  own  power  at  prefent.   When  I  an> 
^*  free  to  difpofe  of  myfelf,  I  promife  you 
**  that  I  will  adt,  in  this  refpeft,  as  reafon 
^^  fhajl  didate.'*    Which  fhe  rightly  underr 
ftanding  to  be  a  refafal,  and  being  angry  at 
his  flight  of  fo  gracious  an  offer,  made  at  a 
tin^ie  when  his  lifter's  fortune  was  much  de- 
clined, altered  her  language,  and  threatened 
to  fend  him  to  Boulogne,  and  keep  him  in 
,   chains  all  his  life.    To  this  he  replied,  with 
a  countenance  unchanged  and  ferene,  *^  that 
*^  he  feared  nothing  lefs.*'     The  menace  in- 
deed was  thrown  out  only  with  an  intentioii 
to  frighten  him,  if  he  could  have  been  fright-? 
MaJma>.  hift.  ed  :  for  the  queen  durft  not  execute  it,  know- 
Dor.  ],  ii.  f.    jjjg  ^Ij^j  ^Yit  countefs  of  Glocefter  would  not 
*^^'  fail  to  take  her   revenge,    by   fending  the 

king,  whom  fhe  now  had  in  her  cuftody^i 
over  to  Ireland,  the  chief  monarch  of  which 
ifland  would  have  willingly  fhewn  his  parti- 
cular regard  for  the  memory  of  King  Henry, 
with  whom  he  had  lived  in  the  ftridteft  league 
pf  friendfhip,  by  keeping  Stephen  a  prifon-? 
pr,  ip  whatever  planner  the  friends  of  the 
f  arl  had  defired.  As  no  advantages  gained 
j)v  f-he  que^i^  iv^  England  99uld  hinder  thei 
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countefs  from  puttiag  this  in  execution^  her 
huiband>  whofe  mind  in  eveiy  fituation  faw 
every  refpurce  in  his  power,  afTuiiDed  from 
hence  a  more  fteady  refolution^  and  aded  in 
bis  priibn  with  a^  much  intrepidity  as  at  the 
head  of  his  ara\y.  But  when  iBore  than  a 
month  had  been  unfuccefsfully  fpent  in  thefc 
o^ociations>  Matilda  and  aJ^  the  principal 
lords  of  her  party  advifed  and  entreatbd  him . 
to  accept  the  propofal  the  queen  had  made, 
and  fuffcr  himfelf  to  be  fingly  exchanged  for 
the  king  :  a  moft  extraordinary  proof  of  his 
merit  1  there  being  no  other  example  in  hif- 
tory  of  a  captive  king  fet  fr^c  in  exchange 
for  a  fubjedt.  The  earl,  who  himfelf  could 
not  be  infenfible  of  how  great  importance 
his  liberty  was  to  the  fupport  of  the  party, 
yielded  at  length  to  the  importunities  of  his 
friends ;  and  his  confent  was  very  gladly  re- 
ceivcd  by  the  queen:  but  all  the  king's  friends 
infifting,  that,  out  of  refpeiH:  to  his  royal 
dignity,  he  (hould  fir  ft  be  releafed,  fome 
difficulty  arofe  from  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
earl,  that  they  might  break  their  faith  with 
him,  and*  detain  him  in  prifon :  a  fufpicioa 
which  certainly  was  very  well  founded  on 
the  paft  condud:  of  Stephen,  who  never  h^d. 
feemcd  to  regard  either  his  word  oi;  his 
oath.  Many  precautions  and  fureties  were 
necelfary  to  remove  this  objection.  The  earl 
was  not  fatisfied  with  exafting  an  oath  from 
the  legate  and  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
;hat  they  would  yield  themfclves  prifoners 
C  4  '  into 
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B«)k  L     into  the  h^ycids  ^  -  fais  -fmhdl^  «£  Ik  wis  ftot 
^-"^'y""^   fet  art  liberty  imraediatdy  aitder  the  wiea<e 
A,D.  1 141,  of  .the  feipg  J  btit  obtained  fiiOTi'thfiaii^  let*? 
ters  und6r  their  hands  aiid\&ail$r  by  which 
Mafmfb.       they  notified  this  oath  to  ^he  pope^^*and<»  if' 
iWca-        the  caie  fliould  happeh^ihplonwi  his  affift-  - 
aace,    to  ddiver  both  fehie,  eiatrl  apd  theib 
from  their  bonds*  -  Nor-  iiws.  oren-  f hi«  efw 
teetned  a  fadictient  fetufttyc:bidtrBLiihdr;he^ 
/        or:  fbme  of  his  friends  who  -lasgociafled  ^iptr 
him^  4eflis^ded  that  the  queen  andnoBB^of: 
her  fons,  with  two  prtneipal  lords  1  of  that' 
party,  ihould.  be  kept  in  the  caAle  etf  BbiAol 
as  hoflages^    ftom  the  tiniebf  the  hiagi^s/ 
being  difmifled  from  therice>    till  the  .coid^ 
was  rel^fed  :  which  they-Jikewife  agrdcing: : 
to,  ^teplwn  was  fet  free,  on  the  feaft  of  all: 
Saints,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  audr  forty/ 
pne,  after  a  captivity  of  nine  months.        '^•■ 
}ie  came  from  Bciftol  to  Winchefter,wfiiJj  c 
|ie  had  a  conference  with  the,  earl  of  Gkw-, 
pefter,  who  had  been  reih^wd  from  the  cap*- 
lie  of  Rochefter  to  that  city,  a  little  before 
There  he  again  endeavoured  to  QOrrupfc:thc 
j^drfity  of  xhe  eirl,  and  'dr^jv  hirA^  hia 
p(lr(y,  by  the  moft  fpJtendid^pfFcrs  of  jfevbr 
an(l  powfer  under  his  *gpvi«nnacnt;    But  that 
lord  pppaiped  unmoved  by  all  thefe  allure« 
irient^^  virging  the  bonds  of  nature  ami  af- 
fedion,  which  attached  him  to  his  iiiler,  the 
pbligations  of  hono|^,  and  the  paths  he  had 
jakcn  during  the  life  pf  his  father,  whicl^ 
ijie  0905  hacj  4^clared  to  be  binding.    Ho 
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fanl;  itm^pnT^^mTtgkrA  to  thofeoathSj 
netrahy  inttroftdd  views  of  his  own,  or  ha«- 
tradLagrndftrStephen^   which  had  induced 
hifaftrfo/take  opanbsin  the  cauie  of  Matilda; " 
aad^^eixtly  reminded  "the  king  himfelf  and 
hi^l^eadsy  MhQiqdvey  had  likewife  repeat^ ' 
eiU^rte^agedftbemfelve^  to  her  by  the  fame 
facce(iititS9  .^and^vwre  thbrefe^e  no  lefs  con- 
ceifiiedtlSian  Win  thtiide^iiion  fent  from  the 
p€ffe  Mih  regard"  4l0^thb  validity  of  that  en-*  ^ 
g^eaaenbrL  ijbivip^  thus  ^nobt^mmitained 
thcftte^tafiott  of  integrity  whidi  Ire  had  ac-    . 
^  qidfisc^  he  tbdk  leave  oSiht  kingl  and  upon 
hi$:Qflr]£vahtit  Briftolf  fet  free  die  queen,  the 
ybirag-^jiriiice,  and  the  peers,  who^were  de- 
tsaned^re  till  he  came ;  and  in  return  r^p-* 
cdvetb  Ms  fon,   whom  -he  had  leftitwiiind 
him  AtoWihcheftcr,  as  a  hoftage  for  their 
^eleafe..^^  .  > 

-^^HiCf  two  part&s  having  now  recovered 
thcfif  chiefs;  and  not  feeing  any  profpe£t  of 
an  agreement,  they  both  prepared  to  renew 
the- war  with  fre^  vigour;  as  foon  as  theA.D.  ii4n 
feafen*  would  permits  But,  before  they  coUld 
take  the  field,  the  biihop  of  Wincheftcr  be*  Maimib, 
gan  operations  of  a  different  kind,   wh fcfrf t  fopra. 
were  of  the  grcatcft  advantage  to  his  bro-- 
thcr;     He  fuinmoned  a  legatine  iynod  at 
Weftminftcr,  on'the  feventh  of  December, 
jitrthe  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty-one,  • 
which  he  opened  by  reading  a  letter  from 
the  pope,  whefein  his  Holinefs  reprimanded 
J)ijn  |entljr^    fqi^  h^v^ng  accjuiefced  in  his 
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brother's  imprifonment ;  and^  tq  atone  for 
that  faulty  enjoined  him  to  endeavour  the 
procuring  of  his  liberty  by  any  meai:iS9  either 
ecclefiaftical  or  fecular,  which  the  neceflity 
of  the  affair  might  require.  This  not  only 
was  fufficient  to  deftroy  the  impreflion,  which 
the  earl  of  Glocefter's  alledging  the  authority 
of  the  pope  in  defence  of  his  conduft,  and 
the  legate's  own  behaviour,  had  made  on 
the  clergy  and  people  of  England,  but  gave^ 
that  prelate  a  pretence  to  juftify  his  return 
to  the  party  of  his  brother,  by  the  refpeft 
which  he  owed  to  the  injundlions  of  Rome^ 
He  employed  all  his  eloquence  to  cxcufe  his 
former  proceedings,  affirming,  that  not  from 
inclination  but  neceffity  he  had  received  and 
acknowledged  the  emprefs,  when,  after  the 
battle  of  Lincoln,  fhe  came  with  her  vidlo- 
rious  army  to  Winchefter,  and  found  him 
there  unable  to  make  any  refiftance  5  all  the 
nobility  having  abandoned  the  captive  king, 
or  remaining  unadtive  and  indifferent  be- 
tween the  two  parties,  till  the  event  fhould 
regulate  their  condudt.  He  faid,  that. fhe 
had  afterwards  notorioufly  violated  all  her 
engagements  in  behalf  of  the  liberty  and 
rights  of  the  church,  which  had  been  the 
terms  of  agreement  between  her  and  him  ; 
and  moreover  (as  he  was  affured  by  un- 
doubted intelligence)  had  formed  fecret  ma- 
chinations, witla  fqme  of  her  friends,  againft 
his  dignity,  and  even  againft  his  life ;  which 
yet  the  divine  mercy  had  fo  over-ruled>  that 
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in  the  iffue  he  not  only  had  cfcaped  de- 
ftrudtion  bimfclf,  but  had  alfo  delivered  his 
royal  brother  from  bondage.  Therefore,  in 
the  name  of  God  and  of  the  pope,  he 
i:ommanded  them  to  aid,  fupport,  and  main- 
tain, with  their  whole  ftrength,  that  prince 
who  had  b?en  by  the  eUBion  of  the  people  anJuaimib. 
with  the  confent  of  the  apofiolical  fee  anointed  "^  ^"F*' 
their  king  \  and  to  excommunicate  all  thofe 
difturbers  bf  the  peace  of  their  country  who 
ihould  continue  to  adhere  to  the  countefs  of 
4njou. 

Not  one  of  the  clergy  aflembled  in  this 
iynod  made  any  reply  to  this  fpeech,  or 
ihewed  any  publick  mark  of  difapprobation 
or  diffent :  fo  great  an  alteration  had  Ma- 
tilda's ofFenfive  behaviour,  in  the  fhort  time 
between  this  and  the  council  of  Winchefter, 
produced  in  their  minds  \  or  fo  implicit  was 
the  fubmiflion  which  they  paid  to  the  legate^ 
^nd  to  the  papal  authority,  with  which  he 
was  invefted  !  But  there  was  in  the  aflembly  , 
a  layman  fent  by  that  princefs,  who  loudly 
and  boldly  reminded  him  of  the  fidelity 
which  he  had  fworn  to  her,  adjuring  him  by 
it  not  to  do  any  th|ng  againft  her  honor. 
Nor  did  he  flop  there ;  but  faid,  that  her 
having  come  over  to  England  was  owing  to 
repeated  invitations  by  letters  fent  froni  that 
prelate ;  and  that  his  brother's  captivity  and 
detention  in  prifon  were  to  be  chiefly  impu- 
\%^  \Q  \^\%  9Qnniv^.|lcej  as  he  had  exprefly  ;if- 
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B6<*  L    jTured  Matilda,  that  he  would  hot  give  him 

^"""^r^  any  efFedtual  affiftance*     Other  fev«rc^  ^nd 

rough  animadverfions  were  throWn  out  tipon 

his  paft  and  prefent  condudt ;  all  which  it 

was  certainly  very  mortifying  and  painful 

for  him  to  hear,  but  which  he  heard  with 

fb  perfcd  a  command  of  his  temper,  as  not 

to  return  one  angry  word>  Or  even  to  take 

any  notice  of  what  had  been  faid,  thmking, 

no  doubt,  that  it  was  fafer  to  feem  to  defpife 

•  than  attempt  to  confute  it.     When  this  tx^ 

traordinary  fcene  was  pafti  the  king  tame 

into  the. council,  and  made  his  complaints 

to  them  moft  pathetically,  that  his  owii  vif-* 

fals  had  taken  him'  prifoner,  and  by  the  bp-^ 

probrious    indignity   with    which    he  '\Va4 

treated  had  very  near  killed  him,  though  he 

never  had  done  them  any  wrong,   nor  de* 

,  nied  juftice  to  any  man  in  the  whole  courfe 

of  his  reign.  His  prefence  and  words  greatly 

affe(Sted  the  A^nod,  and,  together  with  the 

Malmlb,       influence  of  the  legate,  made  them  unani- 

*"  ^^P'^       moufly  concur  in  all  pi<o^fitions  to  which 

-that  prelate  demanded  theii^laff^nt*  Stephen, 

having  thus  regained  the  good  will  of  the 

clergy,  feemed  to  be  now  m  a  fair  way  of 

^     recovering  his  kingdom.    But  neither  party 

thought  It  proper  to  take  the  field  during 

th^  winter,  or  to  violate  the  religious  cefla* 

tion  of  arms,  whiph  it  was  ufual  to  gtant 

from  the  beginning  of  Lent  till  the  end  of 

Eafter  week.     Some  part  of  that  time  the 

king  employed  ia  vifiting  the  more  diftant 
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couiities  c^  England^    that  were  tinder  his    Book  L. 

gpverjmxent,  arid  wanted  his  pre(cnce.:  while  '****-*^- 

Majtilda*  who  wai  /enfible  how  much  (he 

itiad;  Jlotft  both  of  reputation  and   ftrength^ 

look  that  opportunity  to  aflbnble  her  prin^ 

(^pal  friends,  in  .order  to  coniider  with  them 

wh^t  means  could  be  fouQd,  to  refift  the 

power  of  her  eiiemy,    which  daily  grew 

ilfpiiger,    and   to  raife   again .  the  de}e^ed 

hopes:  of  her  party •    They  all  agreed,  that, 

in^th^ir  prefcnt  circumflances,  it  was  ncccf* 

lary.  to  try  to  bring  over  her  hufband,  the  earl 

oErA^^fto  England!  as  the  only  expedient 

wbich.could  balance  the  advantages  Stephen 

had  g^ed.  Purfuant  to  this  refolution,  ibmc 

mk^csi  of  her  hdion  were  fent  to  the  earlp 

wfaao)  they  found  in  Normandy;  the  greater 

pmt  of  that-  duchy  being  then  fubjcfted  to 

hmi^    They  ufed  their  utmoft  cndeavours^  to 

priQ^iS^iJ  upon  him  to  come  from  thence  Into 

Eii^atid,  and  defend  the  inhmtance  of  his 

wifo-and  fon,  ,which,  without  his  affiftance^ 

wasifiow  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  foon 

irrecpyierabiy  Joft.   He  received  them   with 

regard,  but  feid^i^that/he  would  make  xio  pofii- 

tive  janfw^r,.  unlefe  ta  the  earl  nof  Glocefter, 

as  the  per&n  ia  whookh^moft  coniided,  and 

with.wh<)maldiiejieidefired  to  jtrtet  on  this 

buftnefs.    ft  ;happeiwl  fortmnately  for  Mar 

tilda>   thatV^  foon-^fter  Eafter,  Stephen  was 

feized  with  a  dangerous  fit  of  ficknefs,  and 

did  not  recover  till  fome  time  after  Whitfun- 

tide;  which  hindered  that  prince  from  begiur 

ning 
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ning  any  miiiury  operatiofis  againft  her^  unA 
gave  her  leiftxre  to  wait  for  the  return  of  the 
lords  whom  flic  had  fent  to  her  hulband. 
They  made  their  report  to  her  on  the  thir- 
teenth of  June,  at  the  cftftle  of  the  Devife^^ 
where  flie  had  again  affembled  her  counciL 
llalmfb.ut  The  earl  of  Glocefter  declared  himfclf  very 
*"Ff**  unwilling  to  go  out  of  the  kingdom,  urging  i 

againft  it  the  danger  of  paffing  the  channel, 
which  was  then  guarded  by  a  fquadron  of  the 
king's  (hips,  and  of  leaving  his  fitter  deprived 
of  his  care  and  afliftance,  at  a  time  when  they 
were  more  neceffary  to  her  than  ever.    But 
being  earneftly  prefTed  to  go,  he  confented  to 
it  at  laft,  on  thefe  conditions,  that  the  chief* 
nobles  prefent  there  fhould  deliver  to  him 
fome  of  their  neareft  relations,  to  c«rry  over 
with  him,  as  hoftages  for  their  fidelity  in 
fervinghis  fifter,  and  defending  her  perfon,  du- 
ring his  abfcnce.  Such  an  extraordinary  caution 
implied  a  great  fufpicion,  and  one  may  con- 
clude from  it,  as  well  as  from  other  circum- 
ftances  at  this  time,  that  her  party  was  in 
danger  of  being  foon  diflblved.    The  council 
however  agreed,  and  without  any  apparent 
unwillingnefs,  to  the  fecurity  required  by  the 
.    earl,  who  taking  the  hoftages   fet  fail  from 
Wareham,  of  which  town  he  was  lord,  with 
feveral  fhips,    and   foon  after   Midfummer 
gained  the  port  with  only  two;  the  others 
having  been  difperfed  by  a  violent   ftorm, 
which  faved  them  all  from  the  greater  danger 
of  being  attacked  in  their  paflage  by  the  ene*^ 
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mys  fleets  But  before  I  relate  die  fuccefs  he 
met  with  in  this  negotiation,  it  will  be  ne- 
eeflary  to  give  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  the 
diuschy  of  Normandy  from  the  deceafe  of 
King  Henry  to  this  time. 

It  ieems  furprifing,  that  neither  the  oaths, 
which  the  Normans  had  taken,  during  the 
life  of 'that  prince,  to  his  daughter's  fuccef- 
fion,  and  after  her  to  her  fon's,  nor  the  in-  * 

iuence  of  the  earl  of  Glocefter,  who  at  the 
time  of  his  father's  death  was  prefent  among 
them,  could  fecure  Co  Matilda  the  inheritance 
of  that  drutchy,  or  even  iortCL  any  confide- 
raWe  party  for  her  thcirt.  This  is  the  more 
woiiderfiil,  as  we  are  told  by  the  beft  of  the 
Norman  hiftorians,  that  na  iefs  a  fum  thart  v.Ord.vitai. 
fixty  thoufend  pounds,  equivalent  to  nme'-^"*P-9®'' 
hundred  thoufa^  of  our  money  now,  was  ^^^'  ^  '* 
difpofed  of  by  the  earl,  as  executor  to  the 
king,  from  his  treafury  at  Falaife,  among  his 
foldiersandfervantsin  that  country.  So  boun- 
teous a  donative  was  enough  to  have  pur- 
chafed  the  dutchy  for  his  daughter,  though 
fee  had  not  been  acknowledged  as  the  hcirefs 
of  it  before.  Yet  the  fame  author  informs  us, 
that  immediately  afterwards,  Thibaud  earl 
of  Blois,  theelder  brother  of  Stephen,  ofFer^ 
ing  himfelf  to  the  Normans,  they  were  ge- 
nerally difpofed  to  make  him  their  duke : 
but,  as  fpon  as  they  were  informed  of  Ste^ 
phen's  election  to  the  kingdom  of  Englandi 
the^  told  the  carl>  f&at,  on  account  of  theba^ 
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r antes  which  many  among  them  held  in  both  c$un^ 
tries ^  they  and  the  Englijh  muji  ferve  the  /ami 
majler:  the  truth  of  which  maxim  he  either 
could  not  deny,  or  would  not  conteft^  but 
left  them  to  take  their  own  choice.  It  does 
not  appear  that  any  mention  wasi  then  made 
of  Matilda,  or  of  her  hulband.  Yet  the  em- 
prefs  was  foon  afterwards,  by  the  means  of 
one  of  her  friends,  a  man  of  low  birth,  but 
very  coniiderable  in  talents  and  credit,  ad*^ 
mitted  into  fome  towns,  of  which  he  had 
been  made  vifcount  by  the  favor  of  her  fa- 
ther. The  earl  of  Anjou  was  alfo  received 
by  the  earl  of  Ponthieu  into  fome  places 
of  which  that  nobleman  was  the  lord,  and 
from  thence  endeavoured  to  extend  himfelf 
further:  but  his  army  committing  intolerable 
outrages  even  againft  their  own  friends,  the 
Normans,  whofe  natural  temper  was  not  pa- 
tient of  injuries,  prefently  drove  him  out; 
and  a  rebellion  in  Anjou  hindered  him,  for 
Ibme  time,  from  any  further  attempts.  After 
his  expulfion  from  Normandy,  that  dutchy 
was  left  without  any  government,  though  it 
•had  fubmitted  to  Stephen:  for  that  prince 
was  not  able  to  vifit,  or  take  any  care  of  it, 
till  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty  feven  j 
'  during  which  interval  the  whole  country  was 
defolated  by  feveral  factions  of  the  nobles, 
who,  with  great  animofity  and  miferable  ra- 
vages of  each  other's  eftates,  profecuted  their 
own  quarrels  under  the  pretence  of  ferving 
their  party.   Among  thefe  the  moft  powerful 
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jflwiriWflSbtatt  cari  ^  Mculant]  whom  Stc- 
^gfa^iiJMUi'bistrotlied*  to  oHe  of  his  daughters^ 
m^Udbtb&two^ycztB  ^\d,  ami/ while  he  him* 
ifitf  vtiotm  Eilgtaiidi  put  him  at  the  head  of 
imi£titnd%  ^uid  fovtes  in^  Normlndy.    About 
*bcfiatter'eiid/a£:9eptember,  in  the  year  ele- 
vmBbiflidixfa&d  artd'thbrty  fix,  the  earl  of  Anjou  Ord.  Vit.   ' 
%  fcooflAtinflte  ii^aited'  th«  dwchy,  with  much  ^-  ^"*  P  905: 
Ipdat^&atewahAii  bfiforc,  being  now  acconi-  ^°  '9^7*9^9. 
^wii^diiaf  the  dirite  6f  Aquitaine,  and  other 
l^ctlK^irt  «f'fiVsnda   -Tfae^  v&ok  fome  caftles; 
Initt  ^ba*^mg  rf«  dcwrii  before  Monftrueit  were 
aOMvsi^g^d  to  nai&'^e  iiege:  and  when 
l%4$;rfifadd^ervrardsinvefti6d  Liiieu:it,  the  gar- 
^6m  .iK^'that  city/  defptirinfg  to  fave  it,  ra- 
^ttlffthiin  *hey  would  fiirn^rfSM-  it  to  the  earl 
4f<lAt^&u,  f^t  it  on  iifervfe  great  was  the' 
^bYbrAob.  of  the  Normans  in  gexieral  to  tfaa  An«- 
g^van  »goYcrn  nfient,  from  the  ft rong'  impref- 
0f^s  t^e  long  wars  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, bluJtftill  left  in  their  minds;  and  this 
was  ipuch  .  fliarpoied  fey  the  very  barbarous 
isidrnM^  ia.whfcb  the  confederate  army  now' 
aftcdj'fw  moft  cfNthem  being  voluhteers  and 
iirr«egu^ao/<Jsrces,<  oitt  of  ♦ittany  different  pro-^ 
vinees,  they  couMtnot  eafily  be  reftrained/ 
bytbepowlr  of  their  ^chiefs;'ifrom  rapine,^ 
^rikgCiand  other  dnormities;  which,  ad-' 
de4  *o»tho^atttr(ages  that  had -before  been  coift*-- 
nfuttedby  the  Angdvin  troops,-  during  their* 
late  abode  in  Morqaaiidy,  *cxdted»^  Violent^ 
indigftatioo  againft^iiem,  and' totally  alicna-;^ 
t|>d''lh«4aearts  of  the  people  front  Matilda  an^r 
.Vol.  II.  D  her 
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hcrhufband,  Thcywere^  befides,  fo  intem- 
perate, that  they  foon  became  very  fickly: 
and,  to  complete  their  difafters,  the  earl  of 
Anjou  himfelf,  beficging  a  caftle,  received  a 
dangerous  wound  in  one  of  htsfeet;  which^ 
together  with  a  dyfentery  that  laged  in  his 
army,  fo  difpirited  him  and  them,  that,  al* 
though  a  powerful  reinforcement  of  fome 
thoufand  men,  conducted  by  the  emprefs  in 
perfon,  arrived  that  night,  they  raifed  the 
ficge  the  next  morning,  and  retired  haftily 
out  of  Normandy,  plundering  the  country 
through  which  they  pafTed,  without  diftinfton 
of  friends  from  foes.  The  Norman  troops, 
who  were  apprifcd  how  much  the  earl  had 
been  ftrengthened,  had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion 
of  his  retiring;  and  did  not  begin  to  purfue 
him,  on  the  difcovery  of  it,  till  he  had  ad- 
vanced a  good  way:  fo  that  the  lofs  which  he 
fuftained  in  repaffing  the  Sart  was  not  very 
confiderable:  but  as  he  travelled  through  a 
foreft  within  his  own  territories  he  was  at- 
tacked by  a  ftrong  party  of  out-lawed  free^ 
hooters,  and  narrowly  efcaped  with  his  life^ 
his  wardrobe  and  plate  being  taken  and  one  of 
the  gentlemen  of  his  bed-chamber  killed. 
The  earl  of  Meulant  likewife  defeated  fome 
of  Matilda's  adherents,  who  had  made  an  in- 
curfion  into  the  county  of  Eu,  and  took  pri- 
foner  their  general,  Roger  de  Cpnch  is,  with 
two  other  noblemen  of  great  diftinftion. 
Ord.  Vital.  All  thefe  fucceflcs,  joined  to  the  profpe- 
^*t"rifbann'  ^^^^  ^^  Stephen  in  England  during  thecourfe 
1136,  II37*  <^^ 
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of  this  year,  confirmed  to  that  prince  the  do^ 
minion  of  Nprmandy,  which  he  at  laft  found 
time  to  vifit,  arriving  there  with  William  of 
Ipres  and  a  body  of  Flemings,  early  in  the 
Ipring  of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty 
feven.  After  fome  ftay  in  the  chief  cities,  he 
went  into  France  to  confer  with  Louis  le  Gros, 
renewed  the  alliance  which  his  prcdeceiTor 
had  made  between  the  two  crowns,  and  re- 
ceived the  inveftiture  of  the  duchy,  under 
the  ufual  form  of  homage  to  France,  Louis, 
old  and  infirm,  was  inclined  to  confider  pof- 
feflion  as  the  bed  right,  and  had  good  reafons 
of  policy,  as  king  of  France,  not  to  be  wil- 
ling that  Anjou  and  Normandy  fhould  be  un- 
der one  vaflal.  It  may  be  alfo  prefumed  that 
he  was  biaffed  in  favour  of  Stephen  by  the 
powerful  mediation  of  the  earl  of  Blois;  who, 
having  given  up  his  own  claim  to  the  dutchy, 
employed,  in  behalf  of  his  brother,  all  the 
influence  he  had  over  that  prince,  who  equally 
feared  and  efleemed  him.  Yet,  though  the 
confent  of  the  fovereign  had  thus  been  ob- 
tained to  inveft  the  king  of  England  with 
this  great  fief,  the  earl  of  Anjou  did  not  de- 
part from  the  pretenfions  he  had  to  it  in  right 
of  his  wife:  but  Stephen  fent  againft  him  a 
body  of  his  mercenaries  under  William  of 
Ipres,  to  which  he  joined  fome  Norman 
troops,  remaining  himfelf  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Seine,  where  he  was  employed  in 
reducing  the  cables  and  towns  of  one  of  his 
fcarons,  who  had  taken  up  arms  for  Matilda. 

D  2  William 
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William  of  Ipres  defired  to  give  battle  to  th6 
earl ;  but  the  Normans  who  were  with  him 
oppofed  that  advice  and  even  refufed  their  af- 
fiftance,  upon  which  he  and  his  forces  repaf- 
fed  the  Seine,  and,  with  heavy  complaints 
Ord.Vit.  ut  againft  them,  returned  to  the  king.  The 
p/a.  caufe  of  this  difference  was  a  jealoufy  concei- 

ved by  the  Normans  againft  thefe  foreign 
mercenaries,  whom  they  juftly  fufpedled  as 
inftruments  of  arbitrary  poyver,  and  could  not 
bear  to  fee  emplpyed,  both  in  England  and 
Normandy,  prefi^rably  to  the  national  troops 
of  thofe  countries.  Indeed  it  was  a  very  un- 
grateful return  for  the  obligations  Stephen 
had  to  the  Englifti  and  Normans,  on  whofe 
af!^d:ionhe  certainly  might  have  relied  at  that 
time,  and  by  whofe  arms  he  might  have  been 
much  better  fecured  againft  the  Angevin 
party,  than  he  could  by  this  illegal  and  dan- 
gerous force,  which  feemed  defigned,  not  fo 
much  to  refift  the  attacks  of  his  enemies,  as 
to  overpower  the  liberties  of  his  fubjefts. 
But  inftead  of  being  warned  aud  convinced 
of  his  error  by  the  firft  fymptoms  of  difcon- 
tent,  he  argued  from  thence  that  thefe  mer- 
cenaries were  neceflary  to  him,  and  placed  a 
greateJ:  confidence  in  them  and  their  general,, 
as  being  the  fureftand  firmeft  fupports  of  his 
power.  Nor  did  he  diffembk  thefe  thoughts; 
but  treated  the  nobility  of  England  and  Nor- 
mandy with  an  apparent  diftruft,  while  he 
laviflied  his  favors  upon  William  of  Ipres, 

and 
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and  made  him  his  confident  in  all  his  moft 
fecret  aiFairs-  What  was  the  efFed:  of  this  be- 
haviour in  England  has  already  been  (hewn. 
It  had  the  fame  confequences  in  Normandy; 
and  it  was  there  that  the  violence*  of  the  dif- 
iatisfaiftion  arifing  from  it,  and  the  danger  of 
it  to  Stephen,  were  firft  difcovered.  That  * 
prince,  upon  the  return  of  William  of  Ipres, 
immediately  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  ar- 
my, and  would  have  led  them  to  fight  the 
earl  of  Anjou's  adherents,  as  his  favorite  had 
^dvifed:  but  all  the  Norman  barons,  dif- 
gufted  and  irritated  at  being  obliged  to  ferve 
with  the  Flemings,  appj^ared  very  backward, 
and  endeavoured  to  diffuade  the  king  from  . 
his  enterprize :  but  he  perfifted  in  it  obfli- 
nately,  againft  their  advice,  and  marching 
to  the  enemy,  the  aniipofity  between  the 
Normans  and  Flemings  broke  out  with  fo 
much  fury,  that  they  came  even  to  blows; 
and  much  blood  was  fhed  on  both  fides,  be- 
fore the  tumult  could  be  appeafed  by  all  the 
authority  or  in terceflions  of  Stephen,  Nor 
yet  did  the  fedition  end  with  the  combat: 
for  prefently  afterwards,  moil  of  the  young 
Norman  barons  led  off  their  vaflals,  and  left 
the  king,  who,  equally  agitated  with  anger  Ord.  Vit.  ut 
and  with  fear,  upon  fuch  a  defertion,  fol-^*^P^*' 
lowed  them  feveral  miles,  and  coming  up 
with  them,  expoftulated,  threatened,  en- 
treated and  foothed,  till  in  the  conclufion 
they  were  pacified  and  reconciled  to  him : 
but  fo  much  uaeafinefs  remained  on  both  fides 
D  3  that. 
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that,  inftead  of  attacking  the  enemy,  he  ac- 
cepted a  truce  of  two  years,  which  the  earl 
of  Anjou  propofed  to  him,  from  motives  not , 
explained  in  the  hiftories  of  thofe  times. 
Perhaps  the  earl  had  intelligence  of  a  confpi- 
racy  forming  againft  himfelf  in  Anjou,  Tpu- 
raine,  or  Maine :  for  it  appears  that  thefe  pro- 
vinces were  not  abfolutely  free  from  inteftine 
commotions :  or  he  might  feek  a  delay  till 
the  earl  of  Glocefter  had  taken  all  the  necef- 
fary  meafnres  before  he  declared  againft  Ste- 
phen. Without  fome  motive  of  great  weight 
fo  able  a  prince  would  not  have  propofed  a 
ceffation  of  arms,  when  the  troops  of  his 
enemy  were  more  incenfed  againft  each  other 
than  againft  him,  and  could  not  be  brought 
into  one  camp,  or  made  to  adt  together  ifx 
any  joint  operations. 

Crd.  Vit.  This  truce  \vas  concluded  in  the  month  of 

fuSnZ'/m'.J^^y  of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty 
Sugcr.  in  vit.feven.  On  the  firft  of  Augijft  died  at  Paris* 
Lud.  Groffi.  Louis  the  Sixth,  furnamed  le  Gros,  from  the 
corpulence  of  his  perfon,  a  much  nobler  fur- 
name  might  have  been  properly  given  to  him 
from  the  qualities  of  his  mind :  He  deferved 
to  have  been  called  the  Good,  or  the  Juft. 
His  whole  reign  was  paffed  in  conftant'ftrug- 
gles  with  the  infolence,  the  licentioufnefs, 
and  the  tyranny  of  his  nobles,  againft  whqfe 
oppreflions  he  royally  defended  his  people, 
maintaining  his  laws  by  his  arms,  and  per- 
mitting no  crimes  to  efcape  his  jufticc.  Thus 

far 
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fiar  he  much  rcfemblcd  our  Henry  the  Firft; 
but  in  policy  he  was  not  a  match  for  that 
king.  Yet  he  defervcs  nolefs  efteem:  for  in 
goodhcfs  of  heart  he  was  greatly  his  fupcrior, 
and  had  fcarce  any  equal  among  all  the  con- 
temporary princes.  He  loft  his  health,  and 
at  laft  his  life,  by  the  fatigues  he  fuftained, 
in  befieging  caftle  after  caftle,  where  any  fla- 
gitious or  turbulent  pcrfbn  had  broken  or  en-  .  . 
dangered  the  peace  of  his  realm.  Abbot  Su- t  "^^'croffi/ 
ger,  his  principal  minifter,  tells  us,  that  he  1.3 19. 
would  often  lament  the  unhappy  condition 
of  human  life,  in  which  to  know  much,  and 
a£i  much,  is  feldom  or  nevej:''  in  our  power 
together;  adding,  that  if  he  had  known  in 
his  youth,  what  he  knew  in  his  age,  or  could 
a£i  in  his  age  with  the  fame  vigour  as  he 
aSied  in  his  youth,  he  fhould  have  been  able 
to  conquer  many  kingdoms.  Yet  that  hif- 
torian  affirms,  that,  even  in  the  latter  years 
of  his  reign,  broken  as  he  was  with  incef- 
faiit  toils,  and  heavy,  from  a  too  corpulent 
habit  of  body,  if  any  thing  happened  in  any 
part  of  his  kingdom,  by  which  the  royal 
majefty  was  hurt  or  offended,  he  never  fuf- 
fered  it  to  continue  unchaftifed.  His  dying 
wprds  to  his  fon  were  admirable.  Remember^ 
faid  he,  and  have  it  always  before  your  eyesy  that 
the  royal  authority  is  apublick  charge  y  of  which 
you  tnuji  render ^  after  your  deaths  a  firiSt  ac-- 
count*  In  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-one he  unfortunately  loft  his  eldeft  fon 
Philip,  a  very  hopeful  yguth;  who  while  he 
D  4                           was 
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Book  I.  was  riding  in  the  fuburbs  of  Paris^,  was 
i-->r--»  thrown  down  and  killed,  by  a  hog  running  ^ 
ftiddenly  under  the  feet  of  his  horfe.  .  Thd 
flrangenefs  of  the  accident  aggravated  the 
lofs,  and  put  the  fortitude  of  the  father  to  a 
terrible  proof;  but  he  bore  it  with  the  hc- 
roifm  of  a  good  chriftian  and  a  great  king. 
His  grief  did  not  hinder  him  from  immedi- 
ately thinking  of  the  moft  proper  mcafures  to 
guard  his  people  and  family  againft  the  ill 
confequenccs  of  this  unhappy  event.  For, 
prefently  afterwards.  Innocent  the  Second 
holding  a  general  council  at  Rhcims  in 
Champagne,  the  afflidted  monarch  brought 
Louis,  his  fecond  fon,  to  that  city,  and 
caufed  him,  in  the  prefcnce  of  all  the  affem* 
bly^  to  be  anointed  and  crowned  king, 
though  under  thirteen  years  old,  by  the 
V.  Sager.  in  hands  of  the  pope,  in  order  (iays  Suger)  U 
Grofli  Regis,  f'^^^^^^  ^^^  dtHurbzinoes  which  other  campetitws 
p.  319,  for  the  crown  might  excite:  remarkable  words^ 
which  (hew  the  reafon  of  the  practice  efta* 
biiflied  in  France  of  crowning  the  fon  du* 
ring  the  life  of  the  father,  and  prove  that  a 
regular  courfe  of  hereditary  fucccflion  was 
not  yet  abfolutely  fettled  in  that  kingdom, 
any  more  than  in  England.  This  is  alfo  con* 
firmed  by  another  contemporary  hiilorian, 
T^\^^  T^-  ^^^  ^^y^*  **  Thzt  many  both  of  the  clergy 
S96?  ^'  ^^  "  ^^^  ^^^^y  were  difpleafed  with  this  aft;  for 
^*  fome  of  the  lay-peers  had  conceived  hopes 
•*  of  a  higher  advancement  after  the  death  of 
*'  Louis  ie  Gros,  and  the  ecclefiafticks  de- 
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**  fired  to  have  an  opportunity  of  exercifing 
**  the  right  of  ele&ing  a  king.  From  which 
"  caufcs  fcvcral  among  them  murmured  in 
"  fccret  againft  this  meafure,  and  would 
"  undoubtedly  have  been  glad  to  prevent  it, 
"  if  it  had  been  in  their  power/'  He  after- 
wards fays,  'That  there  were  fome  who  attemptgi 
to  exclude  ali  the  iffueoftbe  king  from  the  throne. 
I  fhall  only  obferve^  that  if  this  account  be 
well  founded;  thereafon  for  it  muft  probably 
have  been  the  minority  of  the  king's  chil- 
dren 3  as  no  other  objection  could  be  made 
againft  them.  But  the  young  prince  being 
thus  crowned  without  any  declared  oppo- 
iition,  France  was  quiet  for  fome  time ;  and 
as  foon  as  he  came  to  an  age  of  maturity,  he 
gained  more  by  a  marriage,  than  all  the 
greateft  of  his  royal  prcdeceflors,fince  Charle- 
magne, had  won  by  the  fword.  For  Wil- 
liam the  Ninth,  duke  of  Aquitainc,  having 
died  without  iffue  male,  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  thirty  fevcn,  be- 
queathed his  dominions  to  Eleanor,  his  eldeft 
daughter,  who  was  then  about  thirteen  years 
old,  and  declared,  it  was  his  defire,  if  his 
barons  agreed  to  it^  that  (he  (hould  be  given 
in  marriage  t6  the  young  king  of  France : 
which  being  confirmed  by  their,  confent,  the 
offer  was  made  before  the  death  of  Louis  Ic 
Gros.  That  prince  and  his  fon  accepted  it 
with  joy,  as  they  had  great  reafon  to  do ;  for 
nothing  could  be  more  advantageous  to 
France  than  uniting. to  the  crown  thofc  ex- 

tenfivc 
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Book  I.     tenfive  dominions,  which  at  this  time  com- 
■■*^'"^~'~^   prehendcd  the  two  dutchies  of  Gafcony  and 
Guicnne,  the  earldom  of  Poidtbu,  the  pro- 
vince of  Bifcaye,  and  fome  other  countries  at 
the  foot  of  the  Pyrenean  mountains.     Elea- 
nor herfclf  was  pleafed  with  the  match ;  for 
Lpuis  was  handfome;  and  fhe  was  by  no 
means  infenfible  either  to  love  or  ambition. 
Her  face  was  agreeable,  her  perfon  majeftick, 
her  wit  lively  and  fharp,   her  temper  gay 
and  inclining  to  levity;  which  the  genius  of 
the  French  nation  was  more  difpofed  to  par- 
Sogcr.p.32i.don  than  any  other  fault.    All  parties  there- 
^'^'  r'Sii  ^  ^^^^  concurring  to  approve  of  this  marriage, 
°    *  *         it  was  celebrated  atBourdeaux,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  moft  of  the  nobility  of  Aquitaine  ; 
Eleanor  at  the  fame  time  being   crowned 
queen  of  France :  after  which  Louis  and  fhe 
went  together  to  Poidtiers,  where,  on  the 
eighth  of  Auguft  eleven  hundred  and  thirty 
fevcn,  he  received  the  coronet  of  the  dukes 
Sec  Mabillonof  Guienne,  and  ordered  the  title  of  dvx 
dcrediplo-    aqvitanicvs  to  be  engraved  On  his  feal ; 
inatica.         .^  being  underftood  that  his  marriage  gave 
him  the  entire  pofleffion  and  government  of 
all  the  territories   which   belonged  to  his 
wife.     Some  lords  of  Xaintonge  refufed  in- 
deed to  fubmit  to  him ;  but  they  were  fub- 
dued  by  him,  without  difficuly,  as  he  paiSed 
through  their  country,  and  forced  to  concur 
with  the  other  barons  of  Aquitaine,  in  pay- 
ing obedience  to  the  teftamentary  fettlement 
made  by  their  duke.     Thus  did  this  young 

prince 
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prince  acquire  thefe  dominions,  the  matters 
of  which  had  .vied,  in  power  and  wealth, 
with  the  kings  of  France,  their  fovereigns, 
and  being  defcended  from  Childebrand,  bro- 
ther of  Charles  Martel,  thought  themfelves 
equal,  at  leaft,  in  their  genealogy,  to  the 
race  of  Hugh  Capet.  But  his  fether  had 
not  the  pleafure  of  feeing,  him  after  his  mar- 
riage i  the  heat  of  the  fummer,  which  was 
more  violent  than  had  ever  been  known  in 
thofe  parts,  and  could  hardly  be  endured  by 
the  flrongeft  conftitutions,  having  fo  im- 
paired his  weak  health,  that  he  died  from 
the  efFe<9Es  of  it,  in  the  fixtieth  year  of  his 
age  and  the  thirtieth  of  his  reign,  after 
extraordinary  adts  of  contrition  and  peni- 
tence, which  not  fo  much  the  faults  of  his 
life,  as  the  tendernpfs  of  his  confcience,  and 
fome  fuperftition  mixed  with  his  piety,  made 
him  impofe  on  bimfelf.  During  the  autumn  p^*!:T*^- 
that  followed  the  deceafe  of  this  king  Nor- '  g*"'^*'"* 
mandy  was  difturbed  by  civil  commotions, 
which  the  truce  lately  concluded  between 
Stephen  and  GeofFry  did  not  appeafe,  though 
it  enabled  the  former  to  fettle  his  power 
more  firmly  there,  than  he  could  poflibly 
have  done  without  that  advantage.  Before 
the  end  of  the  year  he  was  obliged  to  return 
into  England,  and  leave  his  dutchy  under 
the  government  of  two  Norman  barons ;  One 
of  whom,  being  foon  afterwards  drawn  into  ^ 
an  ambufli  by  fome  nobles  of  the  Angevin 
party;  was  flainj  but  the  other  maintained 

his   , 
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his  truft,  with  fpirit  and  good  conduct-,  till 
May  the  next  year,  when  William  of  Ipres 
and  the  earl  of  Meulant,  arriving  with  more 
forces,  took  the  chief  command  and  autho- 
rity in  thofe  parts.  It  was  a  ftrange  obfti- 
nacy  in  the  king  to  pcrfift  in  employing  the 
former  of  thefe  lords,  where  he  was  fo  difa- 
greeable  :  but  it  is  the  fate  of  weak  princes 
to  think  that  they  are  never  fo  well  ferved 
as  by  thofe,  of  whofe  authority  their  people 
complain  the  moft,  and  to  make  the  pub- 
lick  hatred  a  ground  of  their  confidence ; 
as  if  fuch  pcrfons,  having  no  other  ftrength 
or  proteftion  to  depend  upon  for  fupport, 
muft  belong  more  to  them,  and  be  more 
devotedly  attached  to  their  intereft.  This, 
with  the  vanity  of  fupporting  the  choice  he 
had  made,  determined  Stephen  to  continue 
his  Engliih  and  Norman  affairs  under  the 
management  of  William  of  Ipres,  though 
he  had  fuch  evident  proofs  of  the  diflatis- 
fadion  it  produced  in  both  countries.  The 
carl  of  Meulant  indeed  was  lefs  odious  to 
the  Normans,  as  not  being  a  foreigner  ;  but 
neither  was  he  much  beloved,  being  a  man 
who  had  more  pride  than  greatnefs  of  mind, 
and  more  cunning  than  wifdom.  The  ar- 
rival of  thefe  minifters,  whofe  unpopularity 
hurt  their  party,  as  much  as  the  force  they 
brought  over  with  them  could  do  it  good, 
did  hot  prevent  the  earl  of  Glocefter  from 
executing  the  plan,  which  he  had  for  fome 
time  been  forming.     About  the  beginning 

of 
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of  June  he  took  up  arms,  and  joined  the 
earl  of  Anjou,  who,  regardlefs  of  the  truce, 
which  was  not  yet  expired,  came  into  Nor- 
mandy, and  by  means  of  that  nobleman's 
intelligence  with  him  got  pojSeffion  of  Ba- 
yeux,  Caen,  and  feveral  other  towns  :  but 
the  king's  troops  having  been  ftrengthened 
by  a  large  reinforcement,  he  retired  again 
into  his  own  dominions,  leaving  the  towns, 
which   he   had  gained,   well  fecurcd  with 
good  garrifons,  under  the  care  of  the  earl 
of  Gloceften     All  the  abilities  of  that  lord 
were  now  employed  in  perfuading  the  Nor- 
man nobility  to  follow  his  example  in  the 
part  he  had  taken;  and  by  his  authority, 
added  to  the  ftrong  in  (ligation  of  their  own 
difcontents,  fome  of  them  were  induced  to 
forfake  the  king :  but  a  majority  adhered  to 
him,  either  for  fear  of  lofing  their  Englifli 
efta:tes,  or  out  of  diflike  to  the  earl  of  An- 
jou, who,  though  he  was  a  prince  of  great 
merit,   had  not  found  the  art  of  gaining 
their  aflfc(2ions.     During  the  autum  of  this  Ord- Vital- 
year,  the  king  being  detained  by  the  troubles  ^«^**»«-^«i^ 
in  England,  and  his  two  generals  recalled 
from  Normandy   to  his  affiftancc,  GeofFry, 
made  other  attempts  on  that  dutchy,    but 
failed  in  his  enterprizes  and  returned  home 
with  fome  diflionor.  Things  remained  there  in 
much  the  fame  fituation  ;  both  fadions  keep- 
ing poffeffion  of  the  towns  they  had  got, 
from  whence  they  infefted  the  whole  coun- 
tiy ;  the  barons  making  a  cruel  war  on  each 

other ; 
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Book  I.     other;  and  the  peaple  being  equally  ruined 

Gei^v/chron.  ^7  ^^^^  ^^^^  February  in  the  year  eleven  hun- 

p.  1350.       dred  and  forty,  when  a  very  important  alte-^ 

J^\^**"^*°g^*  teration   was  made,    with   relation   to   this 

Brompton^^'dutchy,  by  Stephen  and  France,     For  the 

Chron*  p.      former,  by  means  of  the  treafure  he  had  taken 

*°^7'  from  the  bifhop  of  Salifbury,  obtained  of 

Louis  le  Jeune  the  princefs   Conftantia,  a 

fifter  of  that  king,  and  with  her,  by  way 

of  dower,  the  inveftiture  of  Normandy,  for 

his  eldeft  fon  Euftace,  defiring  to  make  over 

to  him  his  own   title,   in  hopes  that  the 

French  monarch  would  do  more  to  fupport 

the  claim  of  a  brother-in-law,  than  Louis 

le  Gros  had  done  for  him.  ^  He  certainly 

might  exped  to  draw  great  advantages  froni 

fuch  an  alliance,  not  only  in  Normandy,  but 

alfo  in  England;  and  might  think  he  did  not 

purchafe  it  at  too  dear  a  rate,  though,  in- 

ilead  of  the  lady's  bringing  a  portion  to  his 

ion,  he  was  forced  to  procure  the  match  by 

a  very  large  fum,  which  he  could  but  ill 

afford^  befides  diverting  himfelf  of  the  dutchy* 

Neverthelefs  the  king  of  France  went  no 

further  than  to  mediate  between  him  and 

Matilda,  till  after  the  battle  of  Lincoln; 

nor  even  then  did  he  give  any  efFcdtual  affift- 

ance  to  him  or  his  fon.     Euftace,  unaided 

by  that  prince,  and  not  come  to  an  age  of 

maturity,  could  do  nothing  for  himfelf;  and 

the  Normans  confidered  his  party  as  abfo- 

f^,:y''^' ,  lutely  ruined  by  the  defeat  of  his  father.  Yet 

Cubann^i4i.  fo  very  unwillmg  were  molt  oi  them  to  lub- 
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tnit  to  Matilda^  or  to  her  hufband>  that,  as 
foon  as  ever  the  news  of  Stephen's  captivity 
was  brought  into  Normandy,  the  archbifliop 
of  Rouen  and  all  the  principal  barons  offered 
their  dutchy  once  more;  to  the  earl  of  Blois^ 
and  propofed  to  ailifl:  him  in  fubduing  Eng- 
land: a  propofal  too  extravagant,  as  well 
as  too  odious,  to  be  received  by  the  earl, 
who  would  have  incurred  the  deteftation  of 
all  mankind,  by  coveting  the  fpoils  of  his 
brother  and  nephew,  inftead  of  aiding  them 
in  their  calamity.  But  even  fbme  parts  of 
Normandy  were  not,  at  that  time,  in  the 
power  of  thofe  who  made  him  this  offer  ; 
and  there  was  no  profpeft  of  fuccefs  in  an 
attempt  upon  England,  where  he  would 
have  been  equally  oppofed  by  both  parties* 
He  therefore  refufcd  to  engage  in  fuch 
undertakings,  unfit  for  a  prince  of  his  repu- 
tation ;  but  ably  availed  himfelf  of  the  over- 
tures nwde  to  him  on  the  part  of  the  Nor- 
mans, to  treat  with  the  earl  of  Anjou,  whom 
he  agreed  to  acknowledge,  both  as  duke  of 
Normandy  and  king  of  England,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  fhould  give  up  the  city  of 
Tours,  to  which  the  -earls  of  Blois  had  an 
ancient  claim,  fet  Stephen  free,  and  reflore 
to  him  all  the  poffeffions,  he  had  enjoyed 
.before  he  was  made  king.  None  of  thefe 
articles  were  performed  by  the  earl  of  Anjou, 
who  had  not  indeed  the  power  of  executing 
that  part  of  the  treaty  which  related  to 
Stephen.     Neverthelefs  the  carl   of  Blois 

perfevercd 
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cLon^Nbr  m^  him  ftlf  wt  tke^trovihies^  ofiNx^Mrm^^ 

p.  979,980.  fty^  being  tliereforc  fe6iirc»6n  that  fltiy,  i*rfd 

fSi^p  g'23  *^^"S   ^'^^   vigour/  wHite^  tbe>'!lSte^in%tt^ 

Gerv.'  Chroniwere  ftunncd  dhd  difpirltcdl>y  thfe^  ftltWft^feY 

p.  1857.  ^"b  Matilda  in  England,  iMrffe^Jhrifttif^^  iijirtlfei: 

mif^Oy^fi,  ^  ^  gf^^t  partof  .the>dtiitthyj  •eitkw'  by*fft^, 

■ov.  f.  109,  or  by  f^rcemeirt  ^ith!>fbittpr  Olf  t^ 

*'°*  wbo^    upon!  tdrms'  ■  of ci  ^dv4tiiag«y  ftJjJBlittskl 

for  themfeivbs, •  gzrA  qa^^tb  him  *4tt*f^^j^ 

found  they  oould'  not  Affertdiv'  "^fiul^^i^feifey 

places  Qf  ftreogth.cohtirtuior^  ilk  tis*  ^UflRill^ 

of  Stephen's  adherents,  whd^  •  feelftg'^Wfcfeii^ 

raged   by  the  favorabk;  change' 4f-  iff&^i 

that  happened  in  En  glands  wcrefliiBLuWftib* 

dued  when^  the  earl  of :  Glbcefter  camefi>^fc^ 

from  thence  into  Normandy,'-  fent  hf  INfi^ 

tilda,  to  negotiate  with  her  bofeandi'^'  '^thi 

pari  of  Anjtwtreceivcd  hlm-with  all  poffibl^ 

njarks  of  efietem  and  afF^ion  :    but^  -  bdfl|f 

prtfled  by  him  to  go^  wldaout  deJay^  -iftto 

England,  as- the  only  expcdien^t  left^of  fiJ^^* 

porting  the  canfe-of  his  ^ife  and  forf-itt^l^ 

fealtn,  he  eiccufcd  himfelf  from  it,  byj)l^d-' 

ing  the  dat^ger  of  wit*hdra\viftg  bis  pci-f&n 

or  forces  from  Normiandy^  Whi\t  ^k>  iktgt'a 

pQl-tioa  of  tlhat'.dutcby  yer' remained  «n#fe- 

^uced.     The  earl  of  Glo4eftef,  to  -rfemoVe^ 

this  objeftion,  .attended  ^himUnto-the'^ilcf,' 

^«d  fcrved'twidcr  his  orders,  till  tht^-^h^d- 

t^H^n  ten  caftles,  amoflhg  which  wcffe  fdnie- 

of.  great  importance.    But  Rouen,  thefci^Utfl' 

ciry,  was  fHU  ih  the  power  of  their  ertctfti'f^i 

^3  '  khd 
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tend  GeofFry  eftecmed  his  poflcffion  of  Nor- 
mandy neither  compleat  nor  fccure,  till  that 
was  fubdued.  He  alledged  other  caufes  for 
his  not  being  inclined  to  pafs  the  fea,  par- 
ticularly the  fear  of  a  rebellion  in  Anjou, 
which  he  had  fome  grounds  to  expert,  if  he 
rejtioved  too  far  from  the  borders  of  that  earl- 
dom. There  was  perhaps,  afecretreafon,  which 
had  more  weight  in  his  mind  than  ail  other 
objedions,  viz,  the  difficulty  of  fettling  with 
Matilda  herfelf  and  the  barons  of  England, 
what  fhare  of  royahy  fhould  be  given  to  him 
in  and  over  that  kingdom.  For  neither  was 
fhe  of  a  temper  to  part  with  the  fovereignty 
vefted  in  her  by  the  will  of 'her  father,  nor 
did  he  like  to  refide  there  as  her  fubjeft;  and 
none  of  the  Englifli  had  yet  expreflcd  the 
leaft  inclination  to  receive  him  as  their  king. 
This  in  all  probability  had  before  made  hirtj 
unwilling  to  go  into  that  kingdom,  and  was 
the  chief  caufe  of  his  backwardnefs  at  this 
time.  That  he  defired  the  title  of  king  of 
England  appears  from  the  treaty  he  made 
with  the  earl  of  Blois;  and  when  he  fent 
for  the  earl  of  Glocefter,  it  might  be  with 
an  intention  to  found  him  on  that  pointy 
which,  by  the  influence  of  this  lord  over  his 
fitter  and  her  party,  he  might  hope  to  gain 
at  that  crifis.  But  it  may  be  prcfumed,  that 
when  he  had  conferred  with  him  upon  thp 
affair,  he  found  no  encouragement ^^  and  this 
might  well  produce  a  difguft,  which,  togc-» 
ther  with  the  unfettlci  condition  of  Nor- 
Vot.  I  J.  E  piandy, 
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^ti4f9^  ^d  b&  4read  oF  trombks  ia  Aaxjho^ 

tilda«  lAll^tbalher  brotbecjoQoldi  pr^s^ail  up^ 

00)  him  ia  da,  {after:  much  intercefikiai  mtk 

Maimib.  htft.  to  ibiid.  ortt  Friac^;  Houiy  i  Fiaiiiagon^^hiflt 

noF.Lii.f.    ^ij^  Q^^  :tbe0  betweiab  eight  anddiM 

,3^ars   old^   to.  eiux)urage.iaiiidDal]iQMttt|haji 

jxiactfin  EiagiaDd  b^  ths^^htioCa^puiooriftti^ 

trhom  thcjr  hid  iwc^^  allegiance,  i^ont^&i^ 

IKES  iQ  hjs.jcradk,  and  wfao-coald  noCi}^ 

haiare  giveathem  any  offence.;  ^his. was :li>^ 

more,  wrattdng,:  as   they  were  alidnBtcd^(& 

*■:  :i  f^cmiich  from ihM  mother  by : hcir  ill  .dorvimSft 

^^ '^  ^  .^^  ^b^iidcs  .thc;fibje<aiQn&  which  tl»tiatftdn^: 

general  had: to  ?k»:r  goycmn^cnt  Qn; acddba£>o£ 

her  &x*  To  give  a  new  and  better t)l^eflbioo 

ilOpe  to  th9  tvife^  and  zeal. to  the  oiuititadei? 

wa$.doubdet$  good  policy.    But,  whlleD*l» 

earl  of  Gloce^r  was  employed.in  pts&i^6in^ 

Gcnr.  Chron.^hue  ^arl  of  .Anjoui  by  thefc  and  otheri^flJea^ 

Maimft  'hitt!'  ^^'  to  let  him  carry  over  the  yairogpriOTCO 

nov.  I.  ii.       tnjto.England>.  he  was  obliged  by  tho  ill 0.9^1^ 

f'hJ  in  d  he^received  fronxtbat  counSry  to  biriteir^iiisi 

l.^viiLf/zajl^ft^f^  "to  it;  thc.  evejit»,  which  had.  JKta^t 

Gcft.  Stcph.    pencd  duriogiiisAahfencc*.  l^TiBg  :fhiewtt tiwdb 

p.T'j.^g-Q-  .*^'^prphe^^^^^^>^  ^poa  Ittiwing  his  Mlef^^b^ 

^  ' .^  '   goinjto  NDntoafldy>:had.tee3i:;vedlf 

Eor  very  fc3K>m  afterw^ixis^  the  king;,'  hav^g^ 
ctftircly/recoyjarcd  ^hi^  hodth,  >  aawifedfategjto 
ijpycngc  thcd3Lufagj2iierbad:fuiFfircd|  prijfdi 

11  -i  \.-:<3wrted  tile  war. mth.g^ 
-  :      :  {tJic.ad\janttigt'he.had2Qn<theuc^^ 

ttr:s;bciQ~g:but.xx£the  kingdonuiaitd  $oi]9]&^-' 
\-l     :.  r   ^  ved 
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b%ti  ^sttbiy  ^iiibi^B^^ .  \<ras  foon*  taken .  Hb 
dt«fi  i;liaJrdh&d:ittti»QlDcefl:erffaire^  cam^  oni 
fiiddftoniq.  eir»c(?ftdr^  ftirprifed  -the  caftl^      ^ 
«rihb4fm  itl^ce  ttce  grofind.     From  thfcttci 
iidri|atocetdftd:;«ath:  fequd  celerity  to  two, 
Gtfafr>caj(^l6sy  ^ti^6d  on  the  road  betweeiif 
iSft-enoli^r  andi jpidfordi^  which  Matilda  had 
iswtifi^d  abfoQt-gtfsbrda  and  barriers^  for  hef 
gri^iir^^fedijfityjdirtfiftg  her  abbde  in  tlia£ 
€iiyuj3a?|ie*  ftiTDngeft  of  thefc  be  toofc  by 
d&sb^it^e'bther  by  capitulation)  and^  hav^^Kkft.  Stepli* 
kq^  ithilft  ripened  his  way  io  Oxford^  irn^x^"J^*?*P-9s*»^ 
jk^6dty>  appeared  before  iihe  town.     Ac-^'"* 
oordini^'to^iitti  Kifioriah  who  lirefl  irt  thofd 
dajfrspiit  mz&  thiti  fUri^emnded  by  waters  fd 
«ntd5ibk  thought  macceffible^  and  was  fur«^ 
l^icib&ciMred  by  the  beft  fortificatiohsf  in  nGi 
at^that^^dfiiew     Xlife  caftle  and  tower^  which  ' 
owM^^idnfe  fidie  of  it.  Were  accounted  im*** 
pwgoiHej  and  there  the  cmprefs  refidedr 
feftitrtiSieithcr  fla?e  nor  her  council  appre*i 
h^^s&dtirstny    danger ;    efpccially    as    they 
tiukl^b  iiit'  king  at  a  diftance^  and  h  ad  nor 
idfea<  itttlart  hi  couH  with   foch  expeditioA'  .^ 

hfe0bir6dfi(fed^  all  rfte  forts  which  barred  his 
w«fVi^*lW|iwi  his  aimy  was  feen  upon  the 
oat^wfi^iiaairk  of  the  river ^  before  the  walls 
o6'lthq  tbwny  the  garrifon  faliicd  out>  and 
iSM^ithtly  fuppoftng .  that  it  could  not  bcGeft.8tciA* 
pfllff^^Oadvanced  to  .the  brink  of  it,  from^^^f-  ^  95 9* 
Win^t  ttfacir  archers  fccurcly  infeftcd  his  * 
t»3v  E  a  cavalty 
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cavalry  with  fhowers  of  arrrows,  and  fomc 
atnong  them  derided  him  m  a  fcurdkios 
manner.  Incenfed  at  their  infoleobc^i  ke 
pointed  out  to  his  foldier$;|i'part  of  tiid  dten, 
where  he  remembered  chat  there  had  facdn 
a  ford,  and  fctting  fpurs  tohishdrfditoiih 
rageoufly  plunged  inlDiit/hamfelfv>;^'Tli^ 
whole  cavalry  f5llow*d^^  grid  tbDc^gh  j  eartn 
thefe  the  waiter  was '  fo :  dbep,  ithat  i i t  Iforooji 
the  horfes  to  fwim,  theyxpafedy  j'itp^eiy, 
andcharging  the  enemy,- ^^ho' ftoodi aidtioh- 
l6Cs,  from  their  aftonifliiqierit^at  thd;iibhl- 
<  nefs  of  thiis  attempt,  immediately  oKcoke 
them;  atnl •  not . only  droisc-thfini  >inffolftfae 
toy^n,  but  entered  it  with  themp  add  j^fter 
they  had  fct  fire  to  feveral  pdrts  of  it,  Ifilled 
or  took  prifonersmoft  of  thegarrifbiri.i&ofe 
■  only  efcdping,  who  were  'able  to  gahiijad^ 
mittance  into. the  caftle*   ^         *  ni-xn 

This  was  much  the  moft  fpiritedi  aiSion,, 
that  on  either  fide  had  beea  don^  in-  the*  M^hole 
courfe  of  the  war;  and  by  the  happy  ifaccef^ 
of^  it  Stephen  Taw  himfelf,t^almoft  iaan/in- 
ftant,  pofleffed  of  a  city,  which  it  m»aft;hiaye 
coft  him  th6  labour  of  many  months  *o^  re- 
duce by  the  tardy  approaches  of  a  regi^lar 
Ijegc.  But  what  gave  hhfty  moft  joy  .wasithe- 
hope,  that,  inconfequeniccjc^thisifoitutrate- 
temerity,  he  ihoold  m^t^  the  impocidus 
'  Matilda  his  ciptivtii  aftcriJiaving  been  Wr's^ 
For  he  held  he^rihut:^p.in.lhe<raftki/i&  in  a 
priibn,  and^afrared'himfclf.'thatiatieflgjdjL.hc 
ihould  be  mailer  of.  tbai£djrtrei5,.!fatherf;by 
•    '^       '■   •'  '  :ti  \  -    .  •  .  ->^  force 
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^ifio;  «  ?.     ^  I  N  G     HENRY     11. 

fecifi  tiTiTjy  famiac*     To  have  tbe  advantage 

cf  hpoda  ^^fnethods»   he  aflaulted  it  furioufly 

^jdth  batecring  ^ngiacsf^  and  at  the  famp  time 

ffharf  top  all  adcef&.to  it  from  the  country  by 

<rlofeft   blockade.     The   barons^    who  had  Maimft.  hill. 

^3agedL  their  faiith.tp  the  eafl  of  Glpcefter,  »°^  ^-i'- 

riiiai  tHgr  wbuhliguahi  liia  fifter  from  all  dan-  Geft.^stcpii. 

{gonoifluriJugi  (hu*  jabfefjce,  feeing,  her  now  lor  Reg.  p.  959* 

•iKiblhfia^pily'^tsrppfed  by  their  negligence,  af- 

-fembhad^i^t  Willingford,  and  there  refc^ved 

-tricfi^htiiwith  Stephen^  if  by  any  paeans  thqy 

^ouM  sdismr  him    into   the   $eld  :    but.  ^)^c 

t>8bifelyiiccmjubued  his  iiege,  without  accepj- 

iHig  Bm  ba*tkiwHicb  they  offered;  ^or  duj^ft 

btHijt  ,aiteck  hiiii,  within   the  fortf.ftcations 

3>w&4i:wfiich.  he  was  covered :  he  wa^  in,i>o 

-JferantJi^f  protifions^,  the  town  being  full  of 

tfhem^  and  they  found  it  impoflible  to  pre- 

^cOipafitf.  him  from  receiving   any  fupplies  he 

t)lraighi.'[want,   by   his  com,munication  with 

i'Hx>ndQii^  as  he  eoiiamanded  the  whole  coun^ 

-itryijbetAvcen  that  city  and  Oxford :  fo  that, 

^«flefiifeveral  vain. confultations  about  it,  they 

"t)drcar^dff  their  forces,.leaYing  Matilda  in  de- 

ixiipain  of  any  r6liief. ,   But  h^r  invincibly.  Ipi- 

r»fTOt£inade  her  rhoijd  oat  beyond; their  liopes^ 

^^ijprefcoitingfdcath  jto  captivity,  and  aniniating 

rxihirogarrilon,  wlkich  was  cwefl)?  compofed,of 

.^>'tbd  /Icaights.  anfdrofficers  of  h^i^  Jjoulho^dj^ 

e  iwkJi  Jber  ownicourage;   6he  i;vas  in  this  fifu- 

t'iiaji&tjnv.'jwhcx^'thciiiews  of  her  danger  reached 

i^thtiiktatl  ofGloccfter,  who  thereupon  too!c    ' 

.  valiafty  leave  of  the  earl  of  An^ou,  and  with 

E  ^  Prince 
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^^sryrr  Utid.  His  voyage  was.t)rb(^bu^, dnd^&f 
arrived,  witii'  a  forte  of  between  thre^x^i 
lour  hundred  fcni|;ht$,  in  hi?  ^xwn  'fipjtt^ioi 
Wareham,  about  the  beginninfg'of  Ntw^ai^ 
ber^  in  the  year  devert\ttndted  itt^t  Iwif 
two.  He  found  the  caitlc' ifl^  that  ttwfo^  pdf* 
felfcd  by  a[  garrifon^of-tfee^  kIngV'titADpij 
who  agreed  to  yield  it  to ^hiw  atth^  tf^'ctf 
three  weeks,  if  their  tnafte^  'did*  not:  if^idniii 
It  before  that  tetm.  But'beither  thelofe^ 
this  place,  nor  any  other  detrisiettr  hii^  putter 
.  might  fuffbr,  appeared  to  Stephen  «  ftffSffiwfet 
thotive  to  abandon  the  great  dbjcA  lieifiaii 
in  view.  He  determined;^  and  pvAlieiM 
dfeclafed  to  his  friends,  that  he^  WOUh^  mt 
depart  out  of  Oxford, 'nor  /and  aw^^^fai* 
detachment  of  his  forces  froni  theacda^n^ 
iiny  account  whatfoever,  till  ihft  caftleTw^ 

'  furrendered  to  him,  and  the  emprefS  herlelf 

delivered  into  his  hands.  The  gartifoK  &( 
Wareham,  upon  receiving  thk  anfwer,^  giave 
lip  the  fort }  and  the  earl  of  Glocefter  &»h 
gtterwards  took  the  ifle  of  Portland,  ^  Svbit?h 
Stephen-  had  fortified^  and  alfo  LUlwdrtk 
caftle.^  As  neither  Williarii  of  Ipres,^ili0r 
^ny  other  nobleman  on  the-  king's  fide,  m^6f^ 
head  to  oppofc  him,  it  may  be  prcfottiid 
'I  ihzt  they  M^ere  all  employed  Wieh  that  pfihca 
fh  beficging  Matilda,  ejccept-thdfe  to  whofe 
charge  his  nioft  important  towns  und  for-* 
trdfles  were  Committed.  Ihcteed  the  lefigtH 
ipf  the  civi  war  had  by  thistiftCO'fo  exlteufttti 

.     i.  the 
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Wtr6nfe),beii»ifld  for,  fo  rngpty.  cafttes,  that 
*r«|i9»f»)Klnm9»:  jat  »ri9»  are!  %}^en  of  l>y 
kiftfiiriftn»:a»>a  gfleartjafnoy.  Th^.fovcc  whkh 
^•ja«rkoC  <<Wftft«  Jiad  bfQiwgbt  overfjfoni 
I^wtoijuiyi..  ,j(jme4  ito  feme  pf  his  valTaHf 
vTAt^^MMififvrcijf^ffi^pnt  (ogive  hioi'a  fqpe^ 
ft^o<y*ipo^hafe)0oa^.:,  butDp^^of  tbofe.can* 
'(|)itA%  wrtm  ©f rrtrtiah  ijif<?  t^  tb%  party*  whjl^ 
»»i jjivfefti  ctfi^hfSjjijinprefs  cdnf inupd  in  jiaw^v 
^?i()*  -idtrt^i  i^^kh:  evwy .  ^npmcat  ;gncw 
l^<|  alrt-OMRgi  A%&i3  Hod  npw  been  berieg!p4 
Mw^t^d  m»%lw»i  :an4  begaA  co,  f^0ipr.  gxe^ 
j3iftr«ft  iipflfWagfiisif  provifipDs.  .  Senfibk  ©f 
didlSwIJtoq  b^otkejfiOj^^rted  all  his.  power  witli 
MA  li^Eltgr^y  tQsin^viqe  theq^t,  to  n^ake  an  cxtraK^ 
«?lMljnfl^i.cffflc|,  ,aad  riflt  the  .attacking  of 
^CBplMa^  $!Kithii)  Oacford  walU,  rather  t^an 
pewnfttftihim  Jffls  accpqiplifli  bis  purpofc^  of 
l^ts^  Mftttl^  ^^He  fent  a^iieral  funuvioiip^  v><>-  auaoics 
to  iltlfeer  .a<i*$rents  to  meet  hina  at  Cirij^K  oiw-^f-F*- 
^%r>irdedari9g)his  intention- to  lead  tliem 
^hptMyto  OxfQrd.  Thoy  c<*nie.  at  hi^'^iall, 
l(dttiiOted;^^lftBfe0ity;;  of  what  he  propo^ 
rt»d>w6re  onih^R.march  toput  it  in'exf» 
mdiOfii^  i»ihdn,  lo  f^iv  iofimte:fupprize,  {lad 
^yiiit|i4)^'hear4>i^  wap  faff;  in  the  caftle  ojf 
SKtiiwgfcrdv  vGfn  .  t 

sofBwyirft^tWkftallsjhis  ycry  wq^deffuV^fcapf  Geft.  steph» 

■cfiilt^opof  ftiyc»J|b9f  of:  /^f  i<<S^  ^i^'^g  t^h 
fi^9^y»»i  tl»flj/»ie  e^nprefv*.  reduced  to  thf; 
&iftwft>'©»fi-^?y -ftf  wfftt* ^, ft^ foo4;,0B^4 
3 /it  E  4  necef- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S$  HIS  TORY  pj^  t^^,l.l,V%^ 

Z6(k  I.     ncccffarics  of  life,  and  dcfpairing  of  ,f|fccffii|ij#lr; 

^"''*'"^*^  Vetit«cWt  orthfe  ciftle/bv  nig^ti^  acjpmp39^4rl^ 
^6n\f  hy  thrfe  kHlghts  of  KeV  lipq{Ji^,,w^         >}, 
for*  their  prudciicc  fhe  chole  to  Ve  hei^ja^^nv 
dants  upon  thfe  cccafion^  witHout  tfie  kno^^ 
ledge  hi  the  fdft  of  her  garrison  ;>  ai>4f  heiSjtf.  > 
^    poildd^d  "by ;t)rie  of   the  eneipy'^.ffitmy^Kiq 
wh^m  (hie  had  g^]ried/paf|eii  ^yp  j  tJiiq^X^^ 
which^  tbta' Happened  to ' jbe 'j^o^z^^-^p.^l^tfion 
;i$  ttf-beary  arid  through  tlie  i^idft  v9lj  tJJ^^o^^ 
king's  tfoixps,  which  wefe  pofted  very.4|;^qkoii/ 
oh  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  till  withr^fe^trf  r.^* 
labour  and  difficulty  flle  got  fat(e,tQ  Abing49P*^  r  , 
after  having  walked  a:lnioft  fix  mifes,:thf9ug|i)f(^/ 
a  deep  fnow.     Some  authors  later  thapt^s^r-h 
yet  near  tp  thofe  times,  have  added, thi&,cir/f!s ,  v., 

V.  H-Hant.  cumftance,  that  flie  and  all  her  attcjpd^nr^i  ,;^ 

Gerr'chron'  werc' cloathed  in  white  linen,  to  be  left  f^ii^    .. 

lit  Hovcden.  ftinguiflied  in  the  fnow,  and  the  more  paiil/ji, ). 

aim*  p,  I ,  fob  cfcape  obferv^tibn.     But  William  of  Malm^.; .  . 

I'^'«,ll^f*     bury*,'  whb  was  moft  likely  to  know  thei 

fiI032.        truth,  confeflesnis  ignorance  as  to  thecir-?/ 
eubrigcnfii,  cymftances  of  her  efcape,  and  fays,  %\\h^.f^ 
Mairoib!^hift.  cQuldlearh  with Certainty  about  it  was,' that ^.rv5 
fcftv.  i.ii.      upon  the  aUrni  df  the  earl  of  Glqcefter!?  yr 
'  **^"  approafeh;  inany  of  the  king's  forces  at  OxTt?  . 

ford  ^dfefertfed,'  and  ^ the   reft  became    mofe^.,  ^• 
negligent  thaii  they  had  been  befoire,  in,.  keep4    . , ; 
ing  walth  about  the  cattle^;  their  thoughts  ,; 
not  beiiig  fo  much  employed  on  that  objj^<3:  .j... 
as  on  the  battld  they  expeded  to  fight:   tliat.    .•  . 
I  this  Was  obfer^ed  hy  the  citizens,  who,  faT-. ,  a 

vouring  the  eiiifirdrs,  g^ve  [ler  iu^elligeuce     .  * 
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ion-ft???%^'f9r'^as^AEingdoa, .  w.h);re  (he  took 
horft'oa^f  ¥6<!e'?fpm  tlience  to  Wallingford 

baM6^I8iAc'^erfe'  doj:^;upted^  *  to  fuffer  her  tew..! 
pafeTS^ShBl/  p6fts  unmolcfted.  Upon  the.  ::; 
wh6i8"W6''^at^'^; cerVaialy  reafon  to  fufpedi.  ; 
that^Vfeef^*^\yis'  d'  fecrct  in  this  j^ffair  y/hidb, : 
ncvef^^v^^-publifhed,  and  more  fhap  on«*  ..  > 
traiftJf^f fe' the^  army  of  § t;Gphen ^  Oihcrmfe  r  >  ^ 
1k5  nl^h^^ljdffly;;^^^^^  negU-,.: 

gcnde/^^aS^wdiild '  W^^^  . 

mantJfeF/^^fi'dcin  "hardly  be  fupppifed  int.  on«    j 
of  h?i^i<5live  and '  vigilant  characfter^ .  .  L . » 

Ma^Hdk  Wd  often  been  faved  beyond  .alln  •. 
hopei'-jift   whdn  ftie  feemejd .  on^ .  the .  vcrjpf .i  . 
brink^OTyeftruiftiorij  and  her  former efca|je$;,>./. 
out  ^F^'AruHdel  caftle^  Londpnj^  and  Wmm 
cheft€i^/  ^\ftere  not'  fq'furprifing  as  this  :    bijit  b 
what??W#^yMig'affoh$  it  to  foftunc^  !-v:^ 

fhc  o^^^^^  ttibre^'to  her  own jd^i^ntlefs  aufci;  ^  :;• 
mafc^ftti^^^tBli^age/  .Tndeeji  (he  h;^d  a^miridi  *.  ?  . 
whicS^'itlfitiltf  ntft'bcar^  b«t  whith'  . 

adverfWV  could  iiot '  concjuer^ . .  ;That  fpirit    ..  ' 
which^o\V^r'reli(^ert;d  haught^^  infoleojt.  .   . 

Was  iHWtplS  ifi^  danger  and  grdat  in  mif- 
•'^'  "  fortune. 
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^^^       of  her  bciflg.  ftt   WaUiiigford,    he  offeted 

terms  to  the  garrifcm  of  the  caMc  of  Qxfortiy^ 

which  they  9x:ceptejd>  andMnamei&ttf^lytfiii*^ 

rendered  it  tp  bica ;  an  ^qui&tioo  of  coii&-^l 

qiaence,  and  whichi   if  h^. had  not  IbiL  a^ 

greater  prizes  would  have  been  matter  iCfff 

•         great  joy  and  triinnph  to  his  party,    Duiring 

the  reft  of  the  winter  all  was  quiet,  and  the^ 

einprefs  was.  paid  for  all  that  0ie  had  fufferiDci^^ 

by  the  fight  of  her  fon*  whom  the  earl  of 

CUpcefler  brought  to  her  at  WalUngfocct 

CaAle«  He  was  afterwards  carried  to  Ersik)^ 

GcffT.  Chron.  and^  contliMied  there  four  years,  under  iJsgd 

p.  1358.  fixb.qare.  of  his  uxicle»  who  trained  him  up  iar 

**»•  »»42*    f^^jj  exercifcs  as  were  moft  proper  to  ibrab 

Im  body  f^r  war,  and  in  thofe  ftudiea  whick> 

Qiight,  ^^belliih  and  ftrengthen  his  mind,.^ 

SeeMdnlb.  The  earl  of  Glocefter  hinafelf  had  ho  incot^i 

f.  9«.  fiderable  tincture  of  learning,  and  *as  tht^ 

patrpn  of  all  who  excelled  in  it :  qualities. 

mre  at  all  times  m  a  nobleman  of  hjis^  hogli' 

mnk$  but  particularly  in  an  age  wh^n  khoww 

ledg^  and  valomr  wece  thought  incortipatible^r 

md  not  jb>  be  able  to  cead  wasamatkiof: 

nubility).      This^   tr^ly    great   man    broken 

thr^QUgh  th4t  cloud  of  barbacous^  igfiocanciv 

aiulr  after  the  example  of  his  fathi^F;King 

Henry,,  onhrgbd  his  undei^liinding  iandlhuri 

ij^anized  his  mind  by  a  commerce  with  rbq 

ib»fes«  whi<^h  he  afliduoufly  cultivated^  ^ovejii 

19  courts. and  camps>  fhewing  by  his.dQn>*\ 

du<%  how  u&ful  it  wa»  both  to. the  il^tefimtn^ 

-r/,)  and 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


Vtbdi^^der  his  tndudnce  be^g^- 1&  ^^u|^ 
Mrhit  |ie-»ncv«r  afteJ*\^r4s.  loft,  inardQur  Aw* 
Attdpan4  a;  knowledge  of  booJca  not  to  t^ 
&v(&dufo  any  6tlier  prince  of  thctfc  -  liBftes^- 
Indeddf  the  four  ye^rs  which  he  now  paffe4  leg 
^ngjahti  laid  t^C' fcutiidatioa  tff  all  that  wa$is««  p^^'  Me. 
aciferwftrds  moft  CKcelleat  in  him;  for  his J^,^*"^*^- 
(^idie'fti'itnpfefllbfi^S'  were    takep   from    hi^ 
iiacla^:^ho,  iK>t  only  in  learning,  but  in  ali 
4thd6^'ofci^ft'<fti(Mia,'in  magnanimity,  valouri 
phifleiite,  anid;  ali  mcfal  virtues,  was  the  befc'    ' 
cpKito^plb  that  could  be  propofed  to  his  iqfii- 
to%i(f^  Nor  was  it  a  fmall  advantage  to  hinv 
tJaat^1he-wa«.  removed  from  the  luxury  of  a 
qimstif  and  bred  up  among  foldiers  in  the^ 
cpniimi^  pradice'  of  chivalry,  which  gaw?  j| 
imciJy iturn  to  his  mind;  and  nw^c  hiiOSt  dcT     '. -iV^ 
%(fife2a;  life  of  effeminate  floth.    In  this  f\tk^  ""'■  " 

sMio^*^^  earl  of  Gloccfler  was  able  to  kc&pi 
£tt^  him  the  fmooth  poifon  <>f  ilattery^nd^ 
d»ofirii  ^effoas.  he  learned  we«:  thofe  <rfJ 
tjaidiiii^Yihile  he,.wW  thus  formed  t<^gKaaa'' 
h€£shh3^[}sk< good  edtication,  the  kiiigdoni  fai$; 
wi©ittomi^/to  inhes^it  Aicas  fought  for*  y^itist 
^j£tmmim:^ixcoeki  %  the  en»prefs  hi^  mOthef^^ 
^pd^tepH^.  Sd  many  fudden>  ^nd  wonder*^ 
^ii:lbu^si^f  fdctune,  as  bdtho^  the£(&e;&l 
peiieiitbd,  during  the  courfe  of  this  waiv 
gre/natbM^  be^found  in^any  othei?ihiAory>  and"- 
hardly  id  any  welWri vented  romance.  Th^' 
gnsatft^eribrity  thati'  Stephen  had  gained  iii> 
^'-iit-^  "  the  . 
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fai^kr/   ilWyai-ekVtn^HundrcdahdfdrtJtw 
^"^      '  16  promif€  hiifi  ^  docifite  fuccfeft  in  lh^>«extv 
iidtWithflfattdirig  the  efc&p€- <if  'MaiilM  f#6Wli 
O^ord.     Biit  the  event  iras  n^t  attfv^efkbft 
Cerr.Ckron.^  thefc  ex|>6<ftationfe.  *  Fc^T,   tffter^  a' Vtfih 
i«baii«.ii43-3t{ci!^t  on  Warehatti  ioftle,  whieh^^fidfed 
^nly'in  tuihiftg  thfe  cbutitty  about  ili' :bj^it1:^ 
barbarous  i^aviages  of  his '^tefefbdftary  >tf^ttf, 
'  .  ^Jib  'cndba^^tiWd  to  biiiM  ^^^Ikt  ^f  Wllfdit, 
'bf  father  t6  fortify  a  httoildfy  ^th^re;^^«lrh»^li 
^i«^a«[  cotfveniently  fitnated  tb  bridle  iflift^i^- 
^c\irfion5  bf  the  garrifon  of 'Safurrf,^¥^i'©f 
irthfer  eaftte^  fend  towns  th^t  wcffe  ^fcfgl^fer 
the'empreft  iii  that  part  of  the  fdalm;"i^hte 
'^rofanatidtt  *was  atithorifed  by  thif  *bi(hdp^f 
"  Winchefter,  whoi  at  the  haa?d  of  his'^tffflfs, 
attended  the  king  his  brother  upoft  thif  f^^f- 
Gct-Stepk.  '^^^>  towhidhall  th?  ban>ns  of  their  ]^rty 
lteg.i.ii.      were  fuihmbned  and  many  came ;  b^t  while^ 
Pv9^?t  9^^the 'teft  were  on  their  march,  the  fead'cf 
iTc!*^"  'Glocefter^  who  diligently  watched  ^all^^tfee 
-fe^^tie^ns  that  the  enemy  madef,  collfe(9:d*^s 
-friends-^  and  before  thefe  fupplies  cotiW  jbin 
^flic  king  came  fuddenly  ttpon  him  at  Wil-. 
-tdn,  and  attacked  hirti  with  fo  much  fMrit, 
/-^ttnat  the  greater  part  of  his  army  wstfe'  in- 
-^ttatttly  rooted.    He  w6uld  bimfelf  hdvte  fitfen 
^  t^tht^!'  'flaln;  dp  Ag^n  taken  prifonefr^f^^he 
"";  -;r.  .'  >  fe^ave  WilHam  'Martel,   hi^  ^encftrhillTJli&d 
..  r  -hot- hiade  a  (land  for  fo*nretime,'wi(h  4'few 
'       €if'his  ftwn  vaffils;  ag^inft^the  #h^U-{!&t^e 
of  the   enemy,   and' 'flopped   therti  till  Ahe 
fcing  and  his  brother  had  efcaped  ;  but  after 

having 
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having  "Sine  thtf  utmdft  fli^'  V^cnir'  bvcr-     Bottkj;-| 

Jg:)j@Rf4  rif>  ]^ieH  hiixvielf  prifof^r^  aod  C0i\ldl 

ilK^to]b[(liia;feist  liberty  from  the  emprefs^  till 

l(^fh%4;iMrreadere4  to  hw  his  caille  (^  Shirii^ 

^Hf Hjb  a€iQ^i»itpit.is4t  that  time  oao  of  i^e  k^ 

iE^ilber;  5WlcQ..-j  { All  Stephen's^  baggage*  *tfc& 

^l^^i}4[  filardi^  plate  belongiag  to  histabl^, 

.^odn^hffppich  irtaenfite  of  bis  JwufhoWi: w^re 

tf^lMf'afd  tfi|ii^er4d*      It   hapf^ned^^;^ 

.-fsMri^intonlbat  ^libe.iadlion  dki  not  begin  till 

^c«ffti»ftffeti;  ft)  that  darkncfe,  coming  011 

l«fiH^^|»^,^ght,     But  the  difllpnor  and  ill 

-^nii^^e{M>ea  of  .Tucb  a  defeat  he  could  not 

f3iftP;pQfn;rXhey  wiero  fo  detrimental  to  lHm» 

Ith^&d^^H'iafberwards,   the  lately  de)edt^ 

Mii^ldar^iw  h^k\£  mi^lrefs  of  one  i^lf -of 


vjiij^^fbftras  it  in  Bngland.oidy  that/ortune       .  , 
!>ttriW  feenied'to  fmile  upon  hwp^ty.    I>uf-  '   ■    _, 
tinfe^e,<Ej©urfe^:thi3  year-tbe  earl  of  Aiypu ^^^^^^^ 
^gptl$K)ffi8flfe>n  of  the  city  of  Roue%  and?5f-ann,  1143, 
>^$>^^o.hi|nfel^jthe%le.ahd  tit^^ 
ifefi  Normaad;^^  which  Kiuttcli:^  h»/,app€»r$,to 
JjiWct^held  iadcfendently  of.M^tildai  ^jj$d 
i<}0i^' lift  her  nartj^#;  but  hisiown.     Yett,tJ^e 
^tjbis?  wi^ieh  the  lifori^ans^,  ba^^^  «*ftl^c 

,  Ji&^n:^  pC  fher  1  fathier,.  e with  wgard  '%^  fjhe 
;>ff^cijc0ion,  had.be^m  tQjh/qji-r  po^.toJbimjiJM^d 
rMtetihptto  lieffifon.     Biit  it  was  geoer^MyJj^J^^^^^^ 
^/g{)4er^{>od   in.  thofe.  4ays>  that*  wh«n  the  t,  1 1 .  c.  V 
,^c^Sf>P'  ^  a  fifif  cdeval«€4  on.a  wdni^n^P- «*6- 
-H^^i  igdeftiniftrfttioa  and  profits  .qf  it, ;  if  ihe 
lOilL'  Uio      '.>•:••  '  .>  Kr  {  >   ■  '   -         h^d 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC  - 


iuA  a  hufinmcU  iseKinged  to  iibn^  irr^  ih«urtei 

<3wf K thip  marriagfa* . :  Arid  this ,  propetfty  lorttfe^ 

fi^om  ^-gtitmS  of  fi6ft#  which  ttfiq^it^ 

tike  pttfoi^iBaQGc  dF  ftryicei  ta  vrhdchi  woitiw 

yj^j^-  jp^--^       by  nature  uhfuifcaWl*^  tfae  h»IBEndr5W»p 

a«rm»3.  ii.  tin  that  laccount^  pre&rrtd  io t the  wif0 J  >  tTilfc 

tit.i4.p.i7o..^jbolo  fex.  ihdiwrd  hdd^ibgeU-eocGk^cdhfi^fJiat 

ikfe  iai  theiir  migitiai  :ki(ftittdidn  j^  biui.50}^ 

^.^..       ..;|l»Mgii  that  principle  -wfcrrrttciMr  rotepwtedf 

,X^     .  :    fhun^  or  at  k&ft  toot  linivcnfitlly  dad  mhOAf^ 

-  ^  vMmwdi,  the  tcBfon^af  it  xmtionedttoi^d^ 

VAtl  fo  £ir,  a$  to  trmsfdi-  ail  the  dghts  iia# 

feisdal  duties  of  the  wife  t6  the  hdfliafNli^ 

Mrfaerever  a  fief  was  allowed,. mcidej6f|hvt 

^^tzxd  of  heirs  male^  to  dcfbend  tava:»fdiiwiiltli 

It  eveii  expended  to  fame   kingdonnst^iAi^o 

fQv  in&aLBCBf   to  that  of  Jferitfakmy  \i4»ictet 

was  governed  by  Fulk  earl  of  Anjoiiv^thd:? 

f athcir  of  Geoffry ,  in  virtue  of  his  mamiA^  * 

But  it  does  not  appear  that  thib  EBg:liih  wi^^ 

lioK  cv»  recaeived  this  rukof  law  wirfi  A- 

giird  to  the  croWn^  though  tbey  didy  at  th&J 

tiiaei  Witici  regard 'to*  private,  states.  )  -u  .f^ot 

Annmgitho  Nortean  nrobiKty^  who  afl&ftad-^ 

GcoiFry  in  bielkgin^  the^  cafHe  of  Rot^}l>- 

trat  Walerah   edtl   of  Mediant ;    whi«?h:-iff^ 

Chron.Norxn.  y^t^  -  fujprifiog* j  as  that  earl  had-  beeti>  iU"'^ ., 

fttbmn.iHj.v^^g^  jtocxt  to  Wilhatnrof  Ipres,   in  thd^ 

hi^aeft-  degree  o£  '  cunrfiddnt©  .  and    fiuVofi 

withi.  Stephen,  .  who  parcfoularfy.  cittjfloj^t 

him  in   his:  Normaii  aflSaiar*.'   From  i who©  f 

cartifepf  difguft,;Gr  wfeptt^teOTptatian  ofcitii.  / 

t&rcft,   he   now   abandoned   the   king,   and* 

*i\  joined 

^^       / 
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tfir  i  K  LI*  €  ?  H  E  sr«  ariite  €§  . 

jfwmi  ^ith  the  carl  xjf  Anjouv  ww  are  not    ^^^-^ 
islGarint^ .  Ji$^  Afid  kis  halfwbrodter^  the  **"**?*^ 
«Si£l^iWarren  anddBurrey^  had  been  amoag 
Ij^.Qwfti  &rward.in  .hringiiig  aid  to  the 
qn^oniinafiter  bear  hudband's  oaptiirtty  ^  and  See  Oitl^  Vkv 
^iiTilatbir  was  ftill  firm  iit  endearouring  to  ^-  ^-  P-  9?*rr 
Jibftf^Kfesthie  caiife  of  t^^  both  in   - 

£6gIaod  and  fNwteancty :  for  the  caftle  of 
lU^i^^^as  dcfeilded  I:^  hia  ibldier$  agaiiiftt)hn>ii.Kont. 
^^bj^l  bf^  Aiijcia^  tHl  they  wetoxompdlledrubann.11431 
fa9e)i6tim2i£L  ftD  give  it  lip  ;  and^  even  wheifc*H+* 
thftt  wd$  iuftehdered>    another  fortreik  lift 
^iM^m&ndy  was  held  for  the  king»  by  mercer 
iwtytArodps  in  the  pay  of  that  lord.     Biit 
it? hi^^  icon  forced ^  to  capitulates   the  earl 
cjj&iAftjciii'attacMng  it,  not  only  with  his  own ' 
f«fca«i^' but  with  thofe  of  his  brother*^in*law, 
thdjcvl  of  Flanders,  and:  of  his  foverei^, 
tl^kmg^  of  France,  who  both  came  perfo* 
najly  ia  .^.  hini  in  this  iiege«  ' 

'itibmxA    appear!   very    marvellous,    that- 
IiifMisi^whofe  fifter  :Vras  wife  to  Ste|AiejT's 
fon,  and  who  had  invdled  that  prince  with 
t^l^ditrtchy  of  Norniandy,  in  oohfideratibn 
fo^faiof!his>  marriage  and  of  a  gtieat  fum  of' 
.n^oney  given  by  Stephen,  fhould  a(&il  the* 
«aflcf  Ahjou  to  take  it  from  hiimi  Jaor^W'  rr.c/ r^.^ij 
.t<^iicccrttnt  for;  this  unnatural  and  fcatidah]^©/  -^'^  *'*^^^ 
<:cHidftlft,':it  will  be  neceflary  to  rckte  fisairjeii 
tikisrfd{^b06,    which  happened  >  in   Frande,^ 
ftwaSt.'thotime  whiemhe  cfpoufed  his-fiftcrto.I 
EUiftate,  itill  ^  hEpxanpi^eA  in  this  war  againft.  > 

hjiujl  At 
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''■    At  the  ciid  of  the  year  eleven  hui^dredi 
•and  forty,  innodcnt  tfhif  StconSi  thiti  .^]^c, 

™T"ft6bue  the  elidion  of  tHdif  archbi<htt^?lSi- 


S.  Bernard! 
cpift. 


Oon. 

H  Spiciiegid.  finriated  and  coniecrated^  Pierre  dela  <^ti^i, 
acreaturdof  his  own,  t^ithorrt^the  S^fetit 
of  the  kingi  and  agaiAft'S  chbicef'iSo  \^?ch 
he  h^d  gh^en  thc' re5^1^ai)prbWtioA>^'lJotti«, 
itooenfed  at  (b  da¥ing  an  inv^dn  t^f  fhd^'tfgfifs 
of  hiB  crown,  publicWy'*f\^Wc,  thkt,''ds;lokg 
as  he  lived,  he  never  woaM  admit*  tlffe'j[ife- 
late  fo  nominated  into  thai  fee ;  but  hej^er- 
mitted  the  chapter  to  elcdl  any  othef.  This 
was  no  little  conceffion  ;  yet  it  'Wa#**jfar 
from  fatisfying  the  pope.  Who  ordered  Pierre 
xJe  la  Chdtre  to  go  immediately  to  "hi^^fSi, 
in  fpiite  of  the  king,  arid  promiifed  t6  (jji^- 
port  him   by  the  papal  anthorityy  frying, 

*  that  Louis  was    a    young   t^rirfce    who 

*  needed  ihftradtion,  and  muA  be  taiighl 

*  by  whdiefome  corre<aions  not  to  t^kd  the 

*  liberty  of  thus  intlrffering  in  eccleli^ftJcal 

*  matters  :  for  elediohs  would  noi  be'  free, 

*  if  a  prince  might  be  fuiFered  to  j^fv^  dft 

*  exclufion  to  any  of  the  candidate^,  urilefs 
**he  could  prove  the  unfitnrfs  of  the  'perfon 
^  he  excluded  before  the  ecclefiaftical  judge; 

in  which  cafe  he  might  be  heard  as  Well 
PercDanicl    u  ^s  another/'     SncA   (fays  father  ^Daniel) 

France  Lou'^  "^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^y  in  whtcb  the  pGpes' of  tbofe 

vri.  Tub  ann.  times  behaved  them/elves  towards  princeiy  ^  \iery 

'  HI-  different  from  that  of  their  ancient  fredec^ors^ 

'US  well  as  of.moji  of  their  fuccejjors.    It  is 

evident 


Nangias  in 
chronico  ad 
ana.  ii4i* 
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jguj.j  fS^P)  fif  #1?.  yirMr^f  1,  of  hiifl  cbftrqh, 
,Wf«fffiiifi>iWd,  .an4  fpf^-,thp.|w9: 

fel^?^in?Pd  *<^  i9  mah  bis  iniquity  faU 
^%i^^^a^'^  '  ^^  ^^^y  prortc  to  rebetr 

mn  jjjaf ^  t^«J  .«eal  of  thofe  timies  ? 
^^n^(^  -by  Xhtft  inftigaT-      . 

j^fe,'  jf^Lr^tcne4  Xht  king  with  e?cct)mii?uni^ 
jfj|tt|^r^,  ^^nd^pfpcc^cdcd  fo  far  to  -carry  his 
jfjj^na^^ijnt^.  C3^  that,  he  put  the 

feo&u*'^^-^^^^'  ^^^^  ^^  intcrciidl. ;  *rid  fomc  v.  OAoi^ 
#3^oi^  took  up^  arms,  in  con-  ^Jf|;;{;  ^.^ 

rtmtl^jhtnv  <\g?tAft  their  foyen^igni  par-c.  n. 

ylfht   ^y\  9^^  Blois,  who,    at  th?  de-  S.  Bernard, 

f.,ftts^ftolincfs,  gave   the.  archbilbap, 'P^*'^'5^ 
^ik^  Chftre^.a  retreat  in  his  terri^ 
J^tm\{jp^^       bro^ight  on  the  whole 
J^gg^^.eytjjjis  civil  v^ar  were  fo  great  »nd        ^'  ^^ 
^~  jroi^s,./,^^  himfclf  thought  it  '     ', 

fiUffj^  t^^  mediator,    and   eb treated      .,       > 

§^!^^-^^^^f?^ ^f^  ^^iff^^  indu^ence,  out 

ar^^J^.i^  yf9ftb^    bis  pajion,  the  royal 

^J^^^  '^^^  the  fuUic  oath  be  bfld  taken;  yet 

oL.  II,  F  m  ' 


\ 
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Baokf.     pnfucb  term  J  as  might  for  the  future  rejirain 
*"""'?'         bim  effeStually  from  fuch  a  prefumption  yfai)ing 
the  ecdeftaficdl  liberty j  and  the  fights  of\  the 
.archbijhopy  whom  his  Holinefs  had  confeCrated. 
;By  throwing  in  thefe  reftridtions  he  madic 
his  intercefl^on  a  mere  matter  of  form,  de- 
cent with  regard  to  hinifelf,  but  uftlefl 'to 
the  king',  who  was  far  from  being  difpofed 
to  fubmit  to  conditions  fo  difadvantagebus  to 
_  ^\,  him.     Innocent   was   determined   to  gfant 
iiim  no  better;  though  to  his  friendfliip  and 
protedlion  he  had  been,  in  a  great  itieSafttre, 
•  *  ^  obliged  for  the  popedom.    The  fee  6f  R'orfie 

had  gained  immenfely  from  the  gratitude  of 
princes  for  fervices  done  them  in  their  tem^- 
poral  interefts,  but  never  had  loft  anything 
.by  its  own  gratitude  for  any  obligations  br 
favors  received.  Innocent  therefore  -  atfbed 
tipon  the  fame  principles  as  all  his  predecef- 
fors,  in  forgetting  how  much  he  owed  to 
the  king  of  France,  when  a  queftion  arofe 
on  a  point  wherein  the  power  of  the  church 
was  concerned.  But,  while  this  difpUte  was 
fupported  on  both. fides  with  great  animofity, 
•  .  Louis  was  exafperated' againft  the  earl  of 

Bllois  from:  another  caufe.  The  earl  of 
Chron.  Nan-  Vermandois,  who  was  nearly  related  in  blood 
Heriman.  in  to  the  king  and  high  in  his  favor,  had 
Sp.cilegeio.  fallen  violently  in  love  with  Petr.onilla,'  the 
^crnar  ,cpi  •  ^^^g^^'g  youuger  fifter,  and  one  of  the  rnoft 
niftoirc  de  bcautiful  womcu  in  France.  To  gratify  his 
Soger,  1.  VI.  paflion,  he  determined  to  procure  a  divorce 
p«re  Daniel,  from  his  wife^  who  was  a  niece  of  the  earl 

of 
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of  Blois,    and  by  whom;  he  h^d  children,      Booki. 
upon  the  ufual  pretence  of  too  near  a  re-    ^'^"^^ 
lation.     This  being  concerted  between  him 
and  his  miftrefs,  he  found  means  to  engage 
jin  affembly  of  French  bifhops  to,  declare 
]bis   marriage   null;    and  wedded,  her,  the 
pext^morijing,  with  the  confent  of  the  king 
aj^d  queen.  ^  But  whether  it  happened  that 
the  affinity  was  not  well  proved,  or  that -the 
pope  had  not  been  applied  to  before- hand 
ff^f  hf\$,  approbation,   or  that  the  intereft  Cff 
iJjie.  e^fl  of  Blois,    in  behalf  of  his   niec^, 
was  ,more^  powerful  at  Rome  than  that  of 
fief,  i^ufband,  the  confent  of  that  fee  to  this 
fqandaious  proceeding  could  not  be  obtained. 
]^or  was  it  generally  approved  in  France, 
^he.  abbot  of  Clairvaux  inveighed,  againft  it  Epifloi.  Bcr- 
;^yjijh  ?;ctraordinary  fervour;  and.  his  judg-*^"  '^^7' 
me^jt  was  of  great  moment :  for  he  had  the 
art.  of    reconciling    two   chara<aers    which 
feem  incompatible,  that  of  a  man  extremely 
^bu^  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  and  that  of 
a^ rigid  reclufe. .    By   the   aufterity  of  his 
|^a^ners,    and   by  an  intrepid    freedom^  of 
ip^ech,  joined  to  more  eloquence,  learning, 
and.  dexterity,  than  any  other  clergyman  of 
th^t  age  was  endowed  w^th,,  he  had  gained 
fuch  an  authority,  that  not  only  the  people, 
l)Ut  many  of  the  princes,  and  evpn  the  popes,  ^^^^  ^^^ 
c9nt^niporary    with   him,    deferred   to  hisHcrmaniin 
counfels.      As  he  lived  in  great  intimacy  ^P'^^*- 
yrith 'the  eari  of  Blois,,  his  regard  to  that  ^.'^^"^^^^^^^^^ 
frien^ip    might    natuxally    encreafe    the  224, 226. 

F  2  warmth 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


J^^*     w&rmdiof  Wis  ^Wal  againft  this  tranfa^touy 
*^'*^   by  which  the  family  of  the  carl  wis  <iif*t 
hbnorcd.    Biit  whatever  his  motivies  might 
be,  the  part  he  took  was  vcTy  becoming  bji 
*  k  man  of  his  chataQ:er  i  and  his  credit  a< 

Rome  was  well  cmploycd^^  in  exhorting  the 
Jjppc^to  cprrea  the  earl  of  Vercnahdois,  and 
the  lady  he  calkd  his  wife,  with  the  utmoB: 
(everity  of  ecckfiaftical  difcipliiie ,  !^(or  were 
ihofe  exhortations  incffeCtuaL  They  Wtr6 
both  publickly  ^xconarnvnicat^  by  tfife 
pope's  legate :  and  the  1?i(hops  who  had,.anr 
hulled  the  fbrmef  marriage  were  fiii!pende:dft 
But  the  king  of  France,  who  confidcrei^  t^i^ 
ientcnce  as  difgraceful  to  his  own .  bxi^w^jrit. 
attacked  the  ea^  of  Blois,  whom  he  thbiighf;. 
the  author  of  it,  and  foon  reduced  hi?n  tp 
fue  for  peace;  which  he  obtained,  by  th^. 
mediation  of  Bernard  and  the  bifhop  of  5oif-* 
fons,  upon  condition,  that  he  (h^uld  pre-s' 
?aii  with  h^s  Hplinefs  to  abfolve  the  earj  pf 
Vermandois*  Accordingly,  the  legaf^  wa^ 
perfuaded  to  ts^ke.off  the  ccnfures,  in  de** 
fcrence  to  his  interceffiqp  :  but  that  !of4 
fefufing  obftinately  to  part  with  his  ne>v 
wife,  they  w^re  laid  on  again>  by  the  pop? 
himfelf ;  which  I^ouis  relented,  and  com-? 
plained  bittdirly  againft  the  carl  of  Blois,  fb? 
having  thus  d^^ceiyed  him  and  broken  hi$ 
%^^*  Indeed  it  evidently  appears  from  % 
JiS!  «*^  ^^^^^  ^  Bernard,  that,  when  the  earl  pro- 
*      *  mife4  to  obtain  the  abfolution,   he  did  it, 

witb  an  in^ntion  of  duping  the  king ;  it 

being 
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felling  fecretly  ^aderftood  between  him  and,    BqpU,  ^ 
tlvc  kga,te,  that  af^eir  be  had  qbtaiocd  a  cef-    ^'^'^"' 
iatiorv  of  anp^*  which  at  this  time  he  much 
\«{»ntdik  the   certfuFcs   d^ould  be   renevwd* 
I/C>uis  ilfo  fqfpetiled  him  of  other  intrigue? 
carried  bill  fq  bis  pre}udice4     He  was,   in 
truth*  a  very  turbulent  fubjeft^  thouglx  h^ 
jfeiid' the  charafteF  of  a  moft  religious  anc) 
pious 'map.     By  his  liberal  alms  and  behe^  Pere  Damc^; 
fai^ns  to  the  church  be  had  fo  gained  thQ 
tho^nlts,  th«  they  were  called  i&^r  army*,  an4 
a  Tormidabk  arft^  they  were>  with  whon> 
ttt^jbizvcik  princes  were .  afraid  to  conteiid* 
But  liQuis  ftood  then  jfo  little   in  awe  of 
themj;   tf^at  he  made  waf  qn  their  general! 
liibre  fiercely  than  before,,  deftroyed  a*  parf 
of  bisr  country  with  firej  and  /word,  and 
found  no  refiftance,  till  he  cawe  to  Vitray^i 
tt,  tawn  in  the  Ferthoi^,.  which>  being  de-* 
jfended  by  ^  ftrong  garriiopi.  refufed  to  fur-* 
render,     Iiiceufcd  at  this  oppofition  he  pu| 
Iximfclf  ^t  t;he  head  of  his  troops,  aflaulted  ^^^'^^  ^« 
the  towni  took'  it  by  ftorm,  maffacred  the  p^^^r;^*^!-. 
inhabitants,  ev^n  the  women  aad  children ^^  gcbcrn  ad 
and  commanded  hi$  foldiers  to  fet  fire  tQ^m  dc*Sa- 
the  houf^s.     Thirteen  hundred,  jperfpns,,  of  gcr,"  h  vi, ' 
both  fexeSt  of  every  ag^  and  condition^  topk  Pcrc  Daniel^ 
fcfuge  in  th^  great  church,   which,   they 
iuppofedj  would  be  refpe<^ed,   as  a  facred 
afylunj :  but  w>  mercy  was  thewn  to  thems^ 
the  cj^urcH  was  burnt;   af^d  all  within  it 
Were  mijfer^bjy  cpnfumed  in  the  flames* 

/  F  3  Thf 
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^tllSTORt     OF     THE      LiFfi 

The  bcft  friends  of  the  king  were  (hockea 
at  this  horrid  barbarity ;  and,  when  he  canie 
to  refleft  coolly  upon  it  himfelf,  he  was 
ilruck  with  fuch  deep  arid  fach  fevere're- 
itnprfe,  that  he  was  ready  to  fall  into  d'efpair. 
For  his  mind  was  naturally  humane  j'bUt 
he  could  not  controul  the  ioipetupfity  ^6£ 
his  paffiqris,  and  had,  on  this  occafion^  Decn 
(6  tranfported  and  blinded  by  his  fury," as, 
like  one  poflefled  by  an  evil  fpirit,  to  a<?l?  m! 
a  manner  moft  contrary  to  his  ufual  difpofi- 
tion.  Upon  the  return  of  his  reafoti^'Hef 
law  all  the  enormity  of  what  he  had  .dohfe,' 
ijirid  inftantly  gave  himfelf  up  to  a  pafliori  of 
forrow,  almoft  as  violent  as  that  of  liis  rage 
had  been  before ;  which  Bernard  very  ilcil- 
fully  taking  advantage  of,  and  fubjedting  to 
himfelf  an  underftandirig  difmayed  and  en-^ 
feetled  by  guilt,  brought  himnot  only  to  make 
peace  with  the  earl  of  Blois,  but  to  fubmit  to 
the  pope,  and  receive  Pierre  de  la  Chatreas 
archbilhop  of  Bourges.  Nor  did  the  change 
that  was  wrought  in  him,  by  the  leffons  he 
then  learned,  only  affedt  his  prefent  condu'A* 
From  this  time,  even  to  the  lateft  hour  of 
his  life,  he  became  a  bigotted  flave  to  Rorii^, 
and,  inftead  of  continuing  to  fupport'^the 
rights  of  his  crown  with  a  proper  fpirit'  and 
firmnefs,  weakly  contributed  to  affift  the 
eftablirtimeat  of  the  papal  dominion,  Both 
in  his  own  realm  and  in  England;  as  kinc; 
Henry  the  ^Second  experienced  long  aftfer- 
w^ards,  in  his  quarrel  with"^  Beciket;  ^o^bad 
^  '    ir  a  ufe 
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OF     KING     HE^I^R-Y.    II]  71; 

a  ufc  was  fomctimes  piajde  hy^.  ^9  J^tnfs, in    ^^^^J[. 
thpie  days,  of  the  contrition  .of  penitents,'    ^"**^^^"^ 
andXo  dangerous  )vas  it  for  a  king  to  be  under 
their  cojjducjt  Of  influence  ! 

,  Rftring  theie  trQpI?.les  in  France,  and  wKile  chron.Norm. 
thjB  anger  of  jtouis  \y as  inflamed  againft  thci  ^«^^ann-»H3- 
carl  of;  Bloig,  he  fopnd  it  peceflary  to-coiir^  **^'^' 
thq  earl  of  Anj,9H,  who  prudently  availed 
himfelf  of  ^thi$  'fl:ate  of  affairs^  to  com- 
pjpt;e.an4  fecui;e  his  pofleffion  of  Normandy. 
Tjtiu?  all  the  ihtcrefts  of  the  princefs  Con- 
ftantifi.were  facrificed  by  the  king,  her  bro- 
ti|er,f  to  bis  prpfent  advantage,  and  to  his 
tppr^henfions  of  ftrengthening  the  houfc  of 
BJois,  which  he  found  fo  difobedient  and 
iQ;tfioi;iblefome  to  him.  Yet  the  afcendant 
gained  by  Bernard  over  the  mind  of  this 
njp^arch,  in  confequence  of  the  offence  he 
ha4,. committed  at  Vitray,  might  very  pro- 
bacy have  produced  ah  alteration  in  favor 
pf.Eu^ace,  if  fooa  after  this  time  both 
Lpuia  and  the  abbot  had  not  been  wholly 
taken  -  up  with  another  affair^  which  em- 
ployed their  thoughts  for  fome  years' ;  I 
mean  a  crufade  for  the  defence  of  the  Holy 
lap4;^gainft  the  arms  of  Noureddin,  Tultaji 
of  Aleppo. 

.  A4  ii?  the  confcquences  of  this  enterprize 
JtJpnfj:.  Plantagenet  was  deeply  concerned, 
fpcji  owed  to  fome  incidents,  which  hap- 
pened,in  the  couffeof  it,  his  marriage  with 
Jt^lpanpr  j  a  marriage,  which  gave  to  him, 
v?^nd  to  thfe  kings  of  lEngland,  his  pofterity, 

F  4        .  the 
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HISTORT   OF    T«8*LIFE 

the  gH^  dutcb^  of  A«|mtaine,  .moA  ;pf  odnodl 
much  of  the  l^ppiuefe  aod  unhappinGrs  o£ 
his  life  I  it  will  be  proper  to  reUiito^  ia^ 
iummary  manner,  ^e  rife  axui  pro^«& 
tilcreofi  and  the  rather^  becauic  the/fpkit 
AT  4iftingui^Ag  thara<^r  of  the  tin^^can^ 
not  be  .per&iSily  uaderftood^  withottt  ^^  pe^ 
f  altar  attentwa  to*  thw  faw>us  tFai^(S^i(»irt 
in  which  almoft^  all  the.  princes  atul  bitiaoe 
of  Europe  eagaged  with  fb  much  anloi^, 
that  they  ieemeid  to  think  aooth^nioteEeft 
dfiferved  their  regard.  While  i  am  iffkadA^ 
of  this  fuhjed,  I  iball  al£>  give  fooie  accouif^ 
I9f  ^  fornier  eruiade,  which  I  oimMcd;  ia 
WiTitiag  the  general  hiftoiy  of  the.  perio4 
wherein  it  happened^  becaiife  I  thoiught  a 
l«arra:tion>  of  it  would  come  ici  more  ^ree^ 
ably  and  contifi€t^dly  hero,  than  where  it 
mxiik  have  been  blended  with  &veral  other 
matters  of  a  di^^rent  nature.  For  nothing 
ian  beihewa  wuth  due  pec%imty  ia  brokeq^ 
adid  f(»Lttered  lights. 

Se^dMsflrif        IthaMieady  been  related,  howFuifecasI 

''*"*■"•        4rf  An|ai*,  the  father  of  Geoffry,  wa$  caUed 

over,  to  Paleiline  by  Baldwin    the   &ocm%d^ 

king  of  Jerufalem>.  in  ord$r  to  many  .|iJdi^ 

ienta  his  daughter^  aiid  fucceed  to  him  in 

Jiis  kiagdoo^    The  nuptiajts  were  celehi:ate4 

Id,  the  year  eleven  ImttdrGdmdtwQnty  ievdo^ 

^;T?''-     f^^  Baldwin  died  in  eleven  hundred  and 

Lxm,ji¥.x¥.  ^^^^  one,  after  many,  viciilitudcs .  of  good 

,aad  bad  £oi!tune»   in  both  which^he.  had 

3  .  fbewn 
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ibemrfa;i^bftlf,a/ifl5UB^'o£  great  oovi^i  biil  J»*  \ 

i^i^u«npiiMainod>  iJi^iligh^Mputfltiaa'  of  lOrr 

thejthrane,  anltruled^a  weak  date  with  great 
aqoBettyodll^^th^  3r*)art6levfA  'faiamlredl  tnd 
^txiM^iiWi  *  whonii^  w«is  mhMppfy  kUledi  <bjr 
«ifiillirbi]»  bis^  ia^fPi  us^h^  was  ^^^^rfimg  4^ 
jbatea]p6ii^#i^  pl^s^^f  Ptal^mw*  Ho  1^1 
llaB.«eal(n>to  Baldwin  th«^elii9i(i:4>f  two  font 
ckfiD^J^eiiileiut^  b4^(i'broi|ghc  himt  iuiv4  ^i^O^ 

l^aijQiotlicr,  Sj)«  ws^s  alio  a,f^oiai«i  r^enr 
^xtfef  tojigdiwixj  wHich  would  liav9  b«|kx^p4 
tml^Tiim  ibvf«<ga,  in  ber  own  fi^ht^  094 
caWl^not^  till  her  deaths  have  defcead^  tpy 
iter  1^^  if  the  rule  4^{  {vuc^Mon  ia  thi$  4a4 
other  go¥emneiit€9  4uring  theelov^th  aad 
twdih  ccaturksgi  had  oot  been  Maorally  qqt 
fairor<^dic  to.  women.  But  ihe  ttad  pnly  thf 
admini^ratioa  of  ity  in  tr u&  ior  her  Ibn^  do^ 
ring  the  dme  of  his  nonage^  It  k  difficult 
Tti9:smQiv^t;  for  the  policy  ^  «^ki9g  herre^ 
^eiil:  iofh  a  d^^g0itit»9  «f  tht  i^al  i^tf^itjr 
bfigp^  no  ^y  agre^ahle  t<>  the  notioa^  and- 
>alidifiri|>ciple«t  up^m  which ih«  w^^icclii^ 
idedifi^oa  inh^iiting  tht  ^town*  at  the  death 
ip£;h«r  fatbffr«  Biu  the  faq^  in^ofi&A^cy  i^ 
^iitfnnikl$  m  the  kibngdom.of  Frajic««  Me*- 
lifentd^nifiafi  af  lady  <>f  a  ^a^uliae  fykiU  ^^ 
Ip^d-abfilicief  obcMn?  the  wte^kneiB  «f  her  £»^ 
:iirhi^  wefis  i«d^  yoiy  neqei^ary  for  hei^ 

when 
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^4J  laiSrDR?   dF    tui    LIFE, 

Book  f*    ^hen  the  fafcty  o£  a  country  perpetually  at-^ 
"^       tkcked  by  more  powerful  neighbours  was  en- 
trufled  ta  hejr  care.    Of  thefe  the  moft  for- 
midable wa$  Omadeddin  Zerighi,  Sultan  of 
Moful  and,  Aleppo. 

The  empire  of  the  Saracen  Caliphs  of  Bag- 
dat,    which,  under  Haroun    Alrefchid,    a 
prince  contemporary  with  Charlemagne,  had 
been  as  great  in  the  Eaft  as  that  emperor*s  in 
the  Weft,  was  now  reduced  to  a  mere  reli- 
gious fupremacy,  preferved  to  them  by  cui^ 
torn,  and  by  a  continuance  of  that  veneration i, 
founded  upon  their  defcent  from  the  fardily  of 
their  prophet,  and  upon  the  chief  priefthood 
annexed  to  their  dignity,  which   hadl  made 
the  former  Caliphs  of  all  kings  the  moft  ab^ 
folute,  while  they  knew  how  to  reign.    But 
the  defcendants  of  thofe  princes  having  funk 
into  a  flothful  and  effeminate  life  in  a  volup- 
tuous feraglio,  the  governor's  of  their  pro- 
vinces, by  degrees,  rendered  themfelves  inde- 
pendent, and  paid  no  further  regard  to  thepi 
than  in  receiving  from  their  hands  a  form  c£ 
inveftiturc ;  while  the  moft  powerful  of  thefe 
officers,  under  the  title  of  Emir  al  Omara, 
or  geneiraliflimo,  ufufped  all  their  authority 
Sceljcrbclot  in.  civil  affairs.    The  family  of  Buiah  having 
Diaion.  Ori-  jhus  govemcd  the  caliphate  for  more  than  a 
Sc articles*^  ccntury,  Cadher,  the  twenty  fifth  caliph  of 
Cadherand    the  houfe  of  Abbas,  became  impatient  of 
Cafncvidc^^  their  yoke;  and  being  unable,  byanyftrength 
of  his  own,  to  fhake  it  off*,  put  himfelf  un* 
'     I  under 
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OF    K  I  N  Gf     H^E  N  R  Y     11. 

det  tRe^'proteaiort'nf  Mahmoud,  fiilt'an  of 
Gaifiab,  a  prince  ot  a  Turklili  extraftidri,  * 
apd  oAe"  bf  the  greateft  conquerors  the  world 
ever  fkw;  for  hefubdued  all  the  Indies,  be-^ 
fides  Perfia,   Georgia,   and  whatever  domi- 
nion^ belonged  to  the  caliphate,  which  he 
rut^a  under  the  name  of  prote<5tor  or  guar- 
diaaJ'  His  virtues  rendered  him  worthy  of  a 
itiU'greater  empife  than  that  he  poffeffed/ 
and  he  had  the  happinefs  to  leave  it  entire         |  ^ 
ancf  peaceable, "  after  a  long  life  of  cohftaht* 
pr^6fperity,  to' his  fon,  named  MalToud.  But,  See  Herbclot 
dfiPiW^^^tKfe^  Veigii  of  that  prince,  a  new  rc^Trf^'l^'^'li 

'^H'Jimu  1^  ^t»        ^      T^   n  liclesMaflbttd 

yolutipn  happened  m  the  Jialt.  and  Seig^ck. 


"  A! 'colony  of  Turks,  under  theconduftof 
Selgiiicfe,  the  chief  of  one  of  their  principal 
ti5wss,  had  come  from  Capchack,  which  is* 
a  part  of  Great  Tartary  lying  north-eaft  of 
the  Cafpxan  fea,  and  fettled  in  multitudes 
upon  the  confines  of  Bockara,  where' they 
embraced   the  Mahometan  religion.    Soon  See Herbelot 
afterwiards  they  made  themfelves  matters  of'JIcf/*^^.^  ^'^ 
fiockara,  and  puftied  their  conquefts  much  brui-bcg  and 
ftipftier  under  Thogrul-beg,  the  grandfon  of  Caim  Bcem- 


Sfel^dck,  who  to  the  Scythian  ftrength  and 
courage  joined  all  the  talents  and  virtues  of  a 
great!  king'.'  Having  been  flighted  by  Maf- 
loudj,'^  td  whom  he  and  his  brotlier  had  offe- 
red'the^r  fervice,  he  paffed  the  Oxus,  defea- 
sed '  ihat  fiiltahV  and,  after  fiibduing  all 
rferiia,' ' was  inveffed  at  Bagdat,  by  the  Caliph, 
CaSni'  Beemrillah,  *  with  the  fame  dignities 
"  •      -  and 
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and  pow^r  iti  tbe  em^re^  ^  bad  fortB^tl]^ 
been  enjovcd  by  tbe  boufe  cf  Buiab:  From 
tbi$  epoch  the  dynafty  of  tbe  Selgtttckka»* 
famous  in  Afxa,  k  rectean«l  ta  bcgui,  atd 
cQiumued  Y^ry  flottrifl^ifig  for  thr^  g^netsi- 

feetferbeiot      Thdgrul^beg  was  fuccc^4edbyfei€  v^iafet 
Sk'/iiJ-''"  ncpb9w\^lp^Arfl4ri.  v^h^'mth  m'^kxixy^Qf 
Arflan,  Geia-  r>Q  RXQre  thau  twelve  thouifaiid  men^  boai  th^- 
ieddin,  and    Gffcfk  coiperor,  Ronaanu^  Diogenes,  at  4b<{ 
Soitmatt.       hea^dof  three  hundred  tboufaud,  arid'togfe 
him  captive.   TC$  fuJtan  left  the  gotvWfl^ 
ment  to  his  fon  G^laleddi%  whofe  ddisiini^* 
ons  extended  from  Urcjiiend^  a  eity  of^ur*^ 
ijueftan  b^rottd  the  river  Oxus,  to  AM^S^h^ 
in  Syriat  which  he  won  frotft  the  Gteek  im-^ ' 
pire,   by  thi^  good  CQndu<3:  of  Soliowoii  a' 
prince  of  his  blood,  on  vih&nX  he  beft0w^d 
it  with  part  of  tbe  Lefler  Afia;  zM  i*  \tai 
frana  a  lieutenant  or  ^nf:iir  of  Solin^ari  tbat  it 
was  taken  by  Boemond,  on«  gf  the  lirav^fft 
and  wifeft  chiefs  of  the  firft  crufade.^  ^Tbe 
good  fuccefs  of  that  enterprise  was  greatly 
Hcilit^ted  by  the  death  of  Gelafcddin,  whicU 
happened  in  the  y^ar  of  our  Lord  one  thoisi- 
fand  and  ninety  two^    For>  on  that  evej;it> 
difputes  arijQuig  about  the  fucceflion,   the! 
power  of  the  Selgiucides  was  thereby  nwch 
weakened,  and  the  arms  of  tbe   Crufaderg 
met  with  a  feebler  refiftance,     than  they 
.  would  have  done,  if  it  bad  frill  fubfifted  in 
that  fulnefs  of  ftrcogtb^  which  it  had  ac- 
quired 
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Cb  r    ICI-N  <;     H  E  N  R  Y    H-  y/ 

4^41^  dud&g  Ac  Uffe  of  this  fbltaiu    Not   ^<^  t. 
Hjp^a^^evei!  tft*vsered.by  has  ftlccreffors.    For   ^^^"^'^'^^^ 
tfeejgOfi^fiors  af  their  pK>vinccs  became  in'- 
cl^n^dieBt^^  dud  :paid  as  little  dbcdience  to 
|fa^iiai6  they  djd  to  the  caliphs.     Thus 
Omadeddin  Zenghi,  undct*  the  grandfon  of  SeeHcrbdoe 
Gelalcddin,  made  himfelf  fovereigh  of  Mo-  Sck?A»b^ 
fnU  Jfeis  caijntaljpf  AiJyria,  to  whidi  he  foon  and  z«gkw 
a4d^  Aileppo  »wi  Hama  in  Syria;  tonquefts 
th4$^Q^ered  himiotmidabieto  aJi-hisncigh* 
botirs^  bttt.cfpeciallyto  the  Chttftians.  The 
Cily  .if)f  r JBdeffa,  widit  a  great  part  of  Mefopo^ 
tatn^l^iv  had  :be^n  lakcn  from  u  lieutenant  of 
tb^  f^t^  of  Biafidat  by  Baldwin,  the  younger 
brothelr  of  Gomrey  of  Bouillon,  Who,  ha- 
Wl»Si!N5?n  elcfted  king  of  Jcmfalem,  at  God- 
fr^/$^deoeafe,  gave  up  this  inferior  ftatig  to. 
BaldMri».de  Burg,  his  coufin  german.    Thisi 
priiK3ei'alfo,.  having  fuccccdcd  to  the  throne; 
of  iJiSMti  kingdom,  refigned  Edefla,  with  all 
iti'B  teititoty,  whiph  h^  the  title  of  an  earl-* 
i^im^  *o  hi«  relation,  Jofceiin  de  Courtenay^ JSee  Herbefot 
{I  ji}t?n  of  courage  and  prudence,  who  main-  ^"^^^l^^^^^ 
Xipxt^i  it  for  fonve  jfears^  againft  many  IharpandGuLTyr. 
attaii:^  of  the  Itordering  Turks,  and  left  iti  i^  bdio  facto, 

atWideath,  tohi^fon.    But,  being  pung^^i^;^?^^^ 
i^nd  profligate,  gave  himfelf  up  to  his  plea^  under  thcyc«t 
furep ;  0f  which  Omadeddin  Zenghi,  thcful-  ^H^- 
tapf?^'Moful,  takingadA^antagc,  came  on  afud*- , 
^tviy^^f  while  the.  carl  was  indulginghis  riot 
St,  TurbeflH,  a  town  on  the  Euphrates,  laid  * 
jiege.to  Edef?a,  whicih  wanted  many  necef*- 
farijfes  fsf  if'3  defence,  ^iid  was  garrifoned 
'*...:.  only 
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only  by  mercenaries,  who  wqre  ill  paid.  :Ii(i 
vain   did  the  earl,  whom  the  danger  pf  Kif 
capital  roufed  from  that  lethargy  intp/whifiii 
his  debauches  had  thrown  him,  put  .l^jo^- 
felf  at  the  head  of  what  forces  he  could  r^e 
and  ibllicit  Raymond  prince  of  Antipqn  and 
the  queen  regent  of  Jerufalem^  to  aflift  h^m 
in  this  exigence.    The  former  under  whom 
he  held  part  of  his  territories,  had  been^  for 
fome  time,  upon  fuch  ill  terms  with  him, 
that  he  forgot  they  had  a  common  intereft  to 
hinder  a  city  of  fo  much  importance  iropi 
being  conquered  by  the  Turks,  and  delayed 
to  give  him  affiftance,  till  it  was  too  late, 
Melifenta  indeed  ordered  fome  of  her  bqft 
^troops  to  march  ,to  his  fuccour :  but  before 
they  could  arrive  the  fultan  had  taken,  the 
place  by  ftorm.    From  thence  he  wept  to 
befiege  Colengebar,  a  fortrefs  upon  the  Eu- 
phrates, and  undoubtedly  wouldhave puflied 
^nis  conquefts  much  further,  if  he   had  not 
been  murdered  in  his  tent  by  a  conspiracy  of 
his  own  flaves.    After  his  death,  his  domi- 
nions were  divided  among  his  fons;  Aleppo 
Gal.  Tyr.      and  Edeffa,   with  all  the  other  conquefts 
Hwbiiot  an.^  ^^^^  ^7  ^^"^  ^^  Syria,  falling  to  the  fhare  of 
derthcard-    Noureddin,  his  fecond   fon,    according  to 
(bles  Atabcck  William  arcbifhop  of  Tyre,  a  contemporary 
d?D.^^°'*^'  yrriter,  but  the  eldeft  ot  three,  according  to 
Gai.  Tyr.      Herbelot  and  fome  of  the  beft  Arabian  hifto- 
c- 14.  If,  16.  rians.  While  this  prince  was  in  Aflyria,  dif- 
puting  there  with  one  of  his  brothers  about 
their  inheritance,  the  earl  of  Edefla,  who 
,  had 
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^d  an  intelligence  with  the  ChriftiiansTeft  m 
that  city,  being  informed  that  the  walls  were 
negligently  gualrded,  fcaled  them  by  night, 
^r the  head  of  fomechofen  troops,  and  with 
;dhte  help  of  the  citizens  got  into  the  town: 
liut  ntit  bdng  able,  for  want  of  proper  en- 
^nes,  to  take  fbme  caftles,  which  were  a 
kjndbf  citadel  to  it,  he  foon  found  caufeto 
fepetttof  his  enterprize.    For  when  Noii- 
teddin  was  informed  of  what  he  had  done, 
inlmediately  quitting  Affyria  he  colledted  hh 
fbttpSj  'marched  to  Edefla,  and  inverted  the 
towk.    The  earl  and  his  troops  found  them- 
,ieiye^"cow  in  a  terrible  fituation,  harrafled^ 
withih  the  walls,  by  the   garrifons   of  the 
•^rtsf,^  and  aflkulted,  without,  by  the  army 
bf  Notfreddin,  hopelefsof  relief,  and  deftitute 
of  proyifions' to  fuftain  a  long  fiege.    Here-    . 
^upon  they  all  refolved,  as  it  became  men  of 
cqiifitge,  to  make  a  general  fally,  andendea;- 
vouf,  fword  in  hand,  to  cut  their  way  through 
thd  enemy j  which,  in  fuch  an  extremity, 
.wafs  the  moft  honorable,  and  perhaps   the 
fafeft  part  they  could  take.    But  when  their 
Xntehtion  was  khoWn  to  the  citizens,  the  dread 
of  being  left  ^xpofcd  to  thfe  rage  and  ven- 
geance of  the  Turks  determined  them  alfo 
to  go  out  with  the  troops,  and  carry   with 
them  their  wives  and  children.  Accordingly, 
one  6f  the  gates  of  the  town  being  opened, 
th6y  all  fallied  forth;  but  were  beaten  back 
again  by  the  troops  of  Noureddin,  and  at- 
tacked at  the  fame  time  by  the  garrifons  of 
-  the        , 
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k.  1.  t&6  fbftt;  wfaoy  t^fiiDg  fome  othtr  gate^ 
to  their  cowittymttk^  inclofed  ih^  miferftble 
Chriftians  between  two  armies,  wbich  made 
it  eqisally  difBci|lt  for  them  either  to  advance 
pr  retire*  Yet^  after  a  long  and  bloody  fight^ 
the  earl  and  his  foldiers  broke  thtDogh  all 
that  oppofed  them  in  the  fronts  and  gained 
the  open  fields:  b^t  of  the  citizens  hardly 
/any  efc^ped.  Nor  did  Noureddin  permit  the 
esKfi  to  go  off  unpurfued,  but  followed  him 
ck)&,  and,  as  he  retired  towards  the  Euphra^ 
tes,  which  wafc  diftant  from  Edefla  about 
fourteen  miles>  harrafled  his  forces  all  the 
way  with  incefiant  attacks;  till  their  brave(l 
men  having  been  killed  and  the  others  be^ 
ginning  to  break  their  raak5>  their  chief  him-^ 
iclf  fledv  and  got  fafe  to  the  other  fide  of 
the  river;  but  his  life  was  all  he  preferved: 
for  his  army  was  deftroyed,  and  he  left  hia 
whtrfe  country  in  the  power  of  the  Turks^  ■ 

The  fame  of  this  aiftion  quitkly  fpread  all 
over  the  Eaft,  and  made  the  name  o£  Nou* 
reddin  as  dreadful,  as  that  of  his  father  had 
been>  to  all  the  Latin  Chri^ians  of  Syria 
and  Paleftine,  They  thought  they  already 
faw  him  at  the  gates  of  Jerusalem,  and,  conr 
lidcring  the  circumftanccs  of  that  kingdom> 
defpaired  of  being  able  to  defend  it  againft 
fuch  an  enemy,  on  their  frontier,  by  theif 
own  ftrength  alone.  It  therefore  was  necef-- 
fary  to  aflc  the  affiftance  of  the  princes  of 
Europe,  and  endeavour  to  ex9ite  them  to 

another 
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another,;  cmfade.    But  there  was   reafon  to     Book  I. 
40|^t>l^  qf  thbe  poflibili ty  of  fiiceeeding  in  fuch    ^'*'""'- 
fgi:raiy)li0ationv    For  the  chie^  expedition, 
i»if^d^^^n<:e  the  death*  of  Godfrey  of  Bouillon^  v.  Fulchcr. 
iptoHtbofevCOuatries  from  Europe,  had  pro-  ^^"^^,'20!* 
Ar^d4>^ofdftuaate,  that  the  former  ardor  for  GeiPrancor. 
cfeefe  en,t€^pttz.e«:  mifirht  well  have  been^eot-  ^^P??-  ^'«- 
|^ftg.u<rhed.  -,     .   .  •  ,,oi,iiG2. 

.,  r^ftfl^c  yeaar  of  our  Lord  eleven  hundred  Gui.  Tyr. 
i^n4  o»«*   WilJiJttn   the  Eighth,    duke   of  J^';;^;/";""^ 
^<jaitaine/   Hugh. the  Great,  ^arl  of  Vcr-,,02. 
ff^^ndois,  Stephen  earl  of  B}ois>  who   was  Ann*  Com*. 
£^<fr  to  Stephen  afterwards  king  df  Eng-  f^^J  7, 
.lan4/:;!the  duke  of  Burgundy,   the  earl  ofMaimfb.Lm 
Bpurge&,  with  Other  nobtes  of  high  rank  in  ^»^t*^n* **<>"» 
th/e  kingdom^of  France,  had  taken  the  crofs>  oidrvital-** 
^  thahead  of  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  horfei  '•  x. 
z^A  r  a  hundred  thpufand  fcKit,  according  to  ^^*°f °fom^^ 
th*  loweft  account  of  their  numbers.     We 
are  tpj«d%hat  the  grcateft  part  of  this  mighty 
force  was  drawn  from  the  territories  of  the 
di»ke-jof  Aquitaine  :  a  very  remakable  proof 
of  i^thfe  power  of  that  dutchy,   which  Henry 
Pl^filagesiet  afterwards  obtained  by  his  mar-^ 
riage  with  the  grand-daughter  of  this*  prinpe* 
But  the  zeal  for   this  warfare  againft  the 
Mahometans  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Jeru* 
falepa  was  not  confined  to  the  French,     At 
the  fame  time,  the  bi(hops  of  Mtlan  and 
Pavia,  with  many  of  the  princes  and  nobles 
of  Lombardy,  led  from  thence  another  army 
of  fifty  thoufand  men,  as  aft  author,  who 
was  with  them  himfelf,  relates.  Thefe.were 
Vol.  II.  G  joined 
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Bp«fe  I-    j<nned  during  their  march  by  the  duke  of 
V^AbbaTuf.  B^varia,  the  arcbi(hop  of  Saltzburg,  and  other 
pcrgenf.  in.    potentates  of  the  empire,  whpfe  forces^  ad- 
V^Am^cF'  d€d  to  thofe  of  the  French  and  Lombards,. 
Botegcntis,  made  up  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  fixty 
part. i.e.  1 8.  thoufand  men,  of  which  at  lead  a  huftdred 
thpufand  were  heavy -^rmcd  cavalry;  befides 
a  great  train  of  priefts  and  monks>  md  of 
women  and  childrea,  with  which  thefc  ar- 
mies moft  ,  imprudently  encumbered  them- 
Helves,  encreafing  thereby  the  worfl  difficulty 
they  had  to  contend  with,  that  of  finding 
fubfiftence.      The  earl  of  Vermandois  and 
of  Blols  bad  engaged  in  the  fidl  qrufade,  and 
were  forced  into  this  by  the  difgrace  they 
were  bonded  yi^ith  in  the  whok  Chriftian 
'  world,    fpr   having   left  their  confederate^' 
before  they  had   taken  Jerufakm^    which 
was  efteemed  fuch  a  bleimih  to  their  honor„ 
Y.Ord..vit.  (hat  (if  we  may  believe;  a  contemporary  hif- 
utiaprL       torian)  Adela,  countefs  of  Blois,  and  one  of 
the  daughters  of  William  the  Conqueror^ 
had  fo  much  of  her  father's  fpirit  in  her,  a& 
to  perfuade  her  huiband„  with  frequent  and 
vehement  exhortations,  to  return  to  the  holy 
war,  in  order  to  recover  his  loft  reputation. 
He  took  her  advice,  though,  it  is  faid,  with 
great. reludancc,  and  as  if  he  had  forefeen 
the  fatal  event.     But  the  duke  of  Aquitaine 
had  no  fuch  inftigations.,   to  drive  hini  into 
this  romantic  undertaking;  and  of  all  the 
jprinces  then  alive  he  feemed  the  leaft  likely 
to  en^-age  in  it  from  motives  of  piety  or  de- 
votion* 
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votiori,  William  of  Malmfbury  affirms,  that  Book  i. 
he  gave  himfelf  up  to  cVciy  kind  of  vice,  v^Maimib! 
as  if  he  believed  tlxat  chance,  not  Providence,  £  96, 1. 5/ 
govcraed  the  world:  to  prove  wUch,  he  re- 
lates fome  very  extraordinary  {z6:s  :  as  for 
inflance,  that  in  a  caftle  built,  by  the  duke 
one  part  was  laid  out  in  the  form  of  a  nun* 
nery,  which  he  declared. he  would  fill,  not 
with  nuns,  but  harlots,  and  named  the  moil: 
celebrated  proflitute  of  the  time  to  be  the 
abbefs,  and  others  of  leffer  note  to  fill  the 
other  offices  of  this  new  kind  of  convent. 
He  alfo  put  away  his  wife,  and  took  another 
man's  (fome  authors  fay  his  owpi  brother's) 
to  live  publickly  with  him,  wearing  her  pic-^ 
ture  on  his  fhield ;  and,  though  he  had  been 
excommunicated  on  account  of  the  fcandal 
this  gave,  he  continued  his  connexion  with 
her  for  feveral  years  after  his  return  out  of 
Paleftine,  and  was  again  excommunicated, 
without  being  reclaimed.  When  the  bifhop 
of  Poidiers  was  beginning  to  pronounce  the 
fentence  againfi:  him,  he  drew  a  dagger,  and, 
feizing  that  prelate  by  the  hair  of  his  head, 
threatened  to  kill  him,  if  he  did  not  imme*- 
diately  abfolve  him.  The  biihop  defired  a 
ihort  time,  to  fay  fomiething  to  him,  which 
being  granted,  he  finiftjed  the  excommuni- 
cation with  Ml  more  feverity;  and  then 
offering  his  throat  to  the  furious  duke,  bade 
him  ftrike.  But  that  prince,  either  aflfeaed 
by  the  firmnefs  of  his  courage,  or  having 
only  meant  to  fright  him,  faid,  with  a  fmile 
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Book  1. 1  of  contempt,  that  he  never  Jhould  be  fent  fo 
"^  7^~  I   heofOen  by  his  hand.     Yet,  at  the  inftigation 
'    of  his  miftrefs,  he  baniflied  him  out  of  his 
territories  j    during   which   exile   the  good 
prelate  departed  this  life,  and  was  fuppofed 
to  work  miracles  after  his  deceafe.   A  report 
of  thefe  being  brought  to  the  duke,  he  faid 
in  publick,  /  repent  of  not  having  put  him 
to  death  long  before^  that  his  holy  foul  might 
:  have  owed  to  me  the  great  obligation  of  having 
fooner  procured  for  it  celeftial  beatitude.     Such 
was  the  charader  of  this  man,  whofe  im- 
piety feems  to  have  equalled  the  profligacy 
of  his  manners :  notwithftanding  which,  the 
.  general   mode   of  the  times,    an  ardor  for 
*  glory,  or  perhaps   that  ftrange  mixture  of 
fuperftition  and  irrcligion,  which  fometimes 
.  is  found  in  the  fame  mind,  carried  him  to 
the   holy   land,   with    the   abovementioned 
princes.     But>  though  he  and  his  confede- 
rates put  themfelves  under  the  condudt  of  a 
great  general,  Raymond  earl  of  Touloufc, 
one  of  the  heroes  of  the  firft  crufade,  whom 
they  happened  to  find  detained  at  Conilanti- 
V  nople,  yet  of  thefe  formidable  armies  hardly 
V.Cbron.Uf.  a  thoufand  men  scame  iafe  to  Jerufalem;  as 
pcrg.  p.  239^  Conrade  abbot  of  Urfpurg,  who  was  with 

them,  affirms. 
Via.  auftoils  That  the  Grcck  emperor,  Alexius  Com- 
ciut.utfupia.  ncnus,  helped  to  occafion  their  dcftrudtioo, 
by  a  fecret  intelligence,  he  carried  on  with 
the  Turks,  is  affef  ted  by  many  of  the  Latin 
hiftorians  who  treat  of  this  fubjedt.     Nor, 

indeed^ 
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indeed,  ^an  one  much  wonder  at  it,  if  he 
fo  adted  :  for  he  had  reafon  to  be  uneafy  at 
fuch   mighty  armies   of   foreigners   Co  fre- 
quently   pafling    through    his     dominions, 
which  fome  of  them  pillaged  like  an  ene- 
my's country,  and  where  alq^ioft  all  behaved 
themfelves   with   great   infolence;   as   even 
their  own  writers  are  compelled  to  acknoU^- 
ledgc.     But  I  do  not  find  fufficient  evidence 
to  eftablifti  the  credit  of  this  report.     Cer-  V.Ann.Com- 
tain  it  is,  that  he  warned  them  to  take  an-  "^"^J]*^ 
other  road,    and  that  thdr  negleft  of  this  Fuichcr  Cm- 
counfel  was   the  caufe  of  all  their  misfor- "^^^°i. "• 
tunes.  For  they  prefently  came  into  a  defert  Expugn.  Hic- 
and  mountainous  country^  where  they  could  rofaLfubann. 
procure  neither  food  nor  forage,  and  wereQ^^'*y-|^j*' ,> 
continually  harraffed,  during  a  difficult  march  i.  x.  ct 
of  above  thirty  days,    by  a  great  army  of  Maimfb.  l.  W. 
Turks,  coUedled  out  of  all  the  neighbour-  mo"*!',  uo"" 
ing  ftates,  and  commanded  by  Soliman,  the  Gul.  Tyr. 
^  warlike  fultan  of  Nice  and  Iconium,  who  ^^'  ^'  ^^^^ 
compleatly  revenged  himfelf  at  this  time  for 
the  lofles,  which  he  had  fuffered  from  their 
countrymen  in  the  firft  crufade.     After  re- 
peated attacks,  by  which  he  had  confider-. 
ably  diminiflied  their  numbeDS,  when  many 
of  their  horfes   had  been  killed,    or  were 
ready  to  die  with  fatigue  and  famine,  and 
when  the  fpirit  of  the  men  themfelves  was 
worn  out,  he  fuddenly  brought  down  all  his 
forces  upon  them,  from  the  tops  of  fome 
hilk,  the  defiles  of  ^Vhich  they  had  entered ; 
and  made  fo  terrible  a  flaughter  of  them, 
G  3  that 
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^Bockl.^   that  they  durft  not  ftand  the  danger  of  an- 
"^  '   other  aflault,  but  fled,  by  night,  in  fmall 

parties,  leaving  their  baggage,  and  all  their 
women  and  children,  with  many  fick  and 
wounded  men,  in  the  power  of  the  Turks^ 
who,  much  incenfed  at  thefe  perpetual  wars 
made  upon  them,    by  princes  and  pebple 
whom  they  never  had  offended,  mafiacred 
fome,  and  carried  the  others  captive,  even 
to  the  furtheft  parts  of  the  eaft,  where  they 
remained  without  redemption.     Among  the 
women  thus  enflaved  was  a  princefs  of  Auf- 
tria,  with  many  other  noble  ladies.     Great 
numbers  of  the  men,  who  had  fled  out  of 
the  camp,  were  overtaken  in  their  flight  and 
cut  to  pieces,  or  perifhed  by  hunger  in  thq 
mountains  and  deferts ;  yet,  as  they  went 
different  ways,  fome  of  them  efcaped.    Par- 
ticularly moft  of  the  princes  and  carls  got 
fafe  to  Tarfus,  the  capital  of  Cilicia ;  where 
they  loft  the  earl  of  Vermandois,  who  died 
of  the  fatigue  and  hardfhips  he  had  fuffered. 
After  they  had  paid  the  laft  duties  to  him, 
and  given'  thenifelves  a  little  reft,  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Antioch.     The  duke  of  Aquitaine 
arrived  there  on  foot,  with  hardly  a  fingle 
knight>  or  rneniaV attendant,  having  loft  his 
whole  armyj,  horfes,  money,  and  all  the  ncr 
ceflaries  of  life ;  which  he  was  fupplied  with, 
in  Antioch,  by  the  bounty  of  Tancred,  a 
Gorman  prince,   who  governed   that  city  ; 
as   were  alfo   th^   other   chiefs,    and   Ibme 
trgpps  of  their  followers,    v/ho  had  either 

accom- 
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accompanied  tbem  in  their  retreat,  or  joined  ^^^  i* 
them  on  the  road,  after  their  firft  fcperation.  ^  '^  ! 
Finding  themfelves  ftrong  enough,  when  Vid.  aoaores 
they  were  unitdd  together,  to  make  fbme^^^^^-^'^^P^*^ 
attempt  againft  the  enemy,  they  laid  fiege  to 
Tortofe,  a  town  in  Phoenicia;  which  being 
but  weakly  fortified,  they  took  it  by  ftorm, 
and  put  themfelves,  by  the  pillage  of  it,  in 
abetter  condition.  This  city  with  its  ter- 
ritory, which  ihey  left  in  the  poiTcffion  of 
the  earl  of  Touknife,  was  the  only  advantage 
pur^ihafed  by  (o  much  Chriftian  blood,  in- 
ftead  of  the  conquefl  of  a  great  part  of  Alia, 
which  they  had  propofcd  to  themfelves, 
when  they  undertook  this  adventure.  The 
duke  of  Aquitaine^  embarked  at  Joppaj  and 
returiued  to  his  own  cxhaufted  dominions, 
without  any  further  misfortune,  hut  dejedted 
with  forrow  and  (hame ;  from  the  fenfc  of 
which  he  more  miferably  delivered  himfclf, 
by  plunging  deeper  than  ever  into  the  filth 
of  vice  and  debauchery.  The  duke  of  Bur- 
gundy and  the  earl  of  Blois  had  like  wife 
embarked  at  the  fame  port ;  but  being  driven 
back  by  conirary  winds,  they  remained  in 
the  Hofy  -  land  ;  and  were ,  foon  afterwards 
killed  in  tlw  bloody  battle  of  Rama,  which 
the  king,  of  Jerufalem,  too  raflily  courage^ 
ous,  loft  by  his  ignorance  of  the  number  of 
the  enemy  he  came  to  attack.  The  earl  of 
Bourges,  brother  to  Raymond  earl  of  Tou- 
Ipufe,  was  taken  prifoner  in  the  fame  adion. 
Nor  had  the  duke  of  Bavaria  a  much  happier 
G  4  deiliny. 
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BookL  dcftiny,  though  he  efcaped  from  that  defeat: 
'  for  returning  home,  after  the  lofs  of  the 
greateft  part  of  his  army,  he  fell  fick,  and 
died^  in  the  ifland  of.  Paphos,  Such  was 
the  event  of  this  crufade^  which  might 
have  deterred  enthu/iafm  itfelf  from  ever 
forming  another* 

Neverthelcfs  the  fame  epidemical  mad- 
nefs,  after  having  been  checked  during  more 
than  forty  years,  now  broke  out  again,  with 
greater  fury  than  ever,  in  all  parts  of  Eli- 
rope;  eveivin  thofe  which  had  fuffered  moft 
.  from  the  lafl  expedition.  One  of  the  firft 
who  was  feized  with  it  was  Louis  le  Jeune, 
The  mind  of  that  king  had  been  ftrongly 
difpofed  to  receive  it,  by  the  compundtion. 
and  horrors  with  which  he  was  agitated, 
after  the  cruelties  committed  at  Vitry.  He 
thought  a  crufade  would  better  expiate  his 
guilt  in  that  adion  than  any  other  penance, 
according  to  the  notions  which  almoft  uni- 
verfally  prevailed  in  thofe  days»  ,  Therefore,' 
when,  he  heard  that  Edeffa  was  taken,  and 
that  the  Chriftians  in  Paleftine  defired  the 
fuccour  of  their  brethren  in  Europe,  he,  with 
great  ardor,  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
gaining  the  remiffion  of  his  paft  fins,  by  the 
merit  of  fighting  for  Chrift's  holy  fepulchre. 
Other  inducements  had  alfo  fome  weight 
V.OthoFri-  with  him.  His  elder  brother  Philip  had 
?"f!"'Jr*'  made  a  vow  t©  go  to  the  holy  land:  but, 
death  having  prevented  him  from  perform-? 
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ing  it,  Louis  imagined  himfelf  in  fome  BookL 
mcafure  bound  to  accomplifh  it  for  him,  be-  '  ~^-^ 
caufe  he  had  inherited  the  crown  in  his 
ftead.  He  further  fuppofed,  that  thofe,  who 
implored  his  afliftance,  had  a  right  to  de- 
mand his  proteftion;  the  prince  of  Antioch, 
and  the  e^rls  of  Edefla  and  Tripoli,  being 
all  Frenchmen,  and  the  king  of  Jerufalcni 
the  fon  of  one  of  his  vaffals.  There  was 
fomething  more  fpecions  in  this  opinion, 
yet  furely  the  duty,  which  he  owed,  in  the 
firft  place,  to  his  fubjedls  in  France,  was  a 
.much  ftrongcr  bortd  to  detain  him  there. ^ He 
proppfcd  the  affair  to  his  council,  who,  find- 
mg  he.ftated  it  rather  as  a  cafe  of  cohfcience 
than  a  political  deliberation,  referred  him  to 
Bernard  abbot  of  Glairvaux,  whom  they 
thought  the  b^ft  guide  in  any  points  of  that 
nature.  The  abbot,  though  burning  with  Idem  ibidem. 
2eal  for  the  eriterprize,  had  fo  much  difcre-  ^P'?-  '•  ^**- 

tl  11  !•!/*       gen"   P^p. 

tion,  that  he  would  not  v.enture  to  decide  fo  ioi».x  concil. 
important  a  queftion  by  his  own  judgement,  ?•  *<^4^» 
but  exhorted  the  king  to  be  advifed  by  the 
pope.^ 

Eugenius  the  Third,  who  had  been  a  dif- 
eipLe  of  Bernard,  was  then  in  the  fee  of  Rome, 
and  too  well  underftood  the  interefts  of  it, 
not  to  encourage  fuch  an  undertaking.  He 
fent  into  France  a  bull,  by  which  he  exciteci 
the  king  and  the  whole  nation  to  this  pious 
warfare,  and  granted  to  all,  who  fhould  en- 
jgage  therein,  as  full  a  pardon  of  all  their    . 

paft 
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pad  offences,  as  his  predeceffof ,  Urban  the 
Second,  had  given  to  thofe,  w]tK>  had  inliiled 
themfelves  in  the  firft  crufade.  He  likewifc 
took  all  their  fis^milies,  poiTefSbns,  and  goods,  • 
under  his  fpecial  prot^ftion ;  even  forbid- 
ding any  legal  proceedings  againfl:  them,  till 
their  return  ;  or  againft  their  heirs,  till  their 
death  (hould  be  certainly  known.  As  a  fur- 
ther encouragement,  he  freed  cvtry  debtor,, 
who  (hould  take  part  in  this  crufade,  from: 
all  arrears  of  intereft  due  to  his  creditors ; 
^d  abfolved  him,  or  his  fureties,  iy  tAe 
apojiolick  authority  J  from^  any  promife  or  oath . 
that  he  had  giVen  for  the  payment  thereof. 
He  alfo  granted  to  all  vaifals  the  liberty  of* 
mortgaging  their  lands  to  the  church,  or  tot 
any  other  pcrfpps,  againft  the  great  ruk  o£ 
the  feudal  law  j  in  order  to  raife  the  monkey 
which  they  wanted  for  this  expedition,  if 
their  lords  either  could  not  or  would  not  lend 
it  to  them,  after  due  notice  given.  Such. 
w.ere  the  baits  thrown  out  by  Rome,  to  draw 
men  into  this  Tuinous  folly ;  knd  fuch  wercr 
the  powers  which  it  fufi^ifljed  thaf  fee  with 
a  pretence  to  aiTume  ( 
Vi^Sagerii  Hitherto  no  crowned  hea4  had  ever  en- 
^ftoir**c  dc"  g^iged  in  a  crufade ;  but  to  enroll  even  kings 
Soger,  1.  vi.  and  empcrors  in  thofe  armies,  of  which  the 
P-"*3'  pope  was  the  chief,  and  by  that  mea«s  to 
Sog.  cpift.  make  him  the  proteSlor  and  difpofer  of  theni: 
^^'  and  their  kingdoms,  was,    undoubtedly,   a 

a  great  objeft  of  papal  ambition.     In  vain 
di4  Abbot  Suger,  who  was  as  pious  as  St. 

Bernard, 
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Bernard,  but  Icfs  a  bigot  and  more  a  ftatcP- 
man,  oppofe  this  dcfign  to  the  uttnoft  of  his 
power*    la  vain  did  ho  rciaionftrate^  both 
to  the,  king  arid  the  pope,  how  improper 
and  how  dangerous  it  would  be  for  the  for- 
m^r,  who  at  this  time  bad  no  child,  except 
a  daughter  who  was  but  four  years  o4d,  to 
leave  his  kingdom  expa£bd  to  the  bastard  of 
an  unfettled  fucceffion :  there  being  yet,  in 
that  monarchy,  no  rule  clearly  fixed  by  law 
©r   ufagc,    in   virtue   of  which    the  crown 
would  dcfcend,  without  any  controvcrfy,  to 
the  neareft  heir  male.     Iiitereft  clofcd  the 
cars  of  the  pope,  and  bigottry  thofe  of  the 
king,    againft  all  the    repreientations    and 
counfels  of  his  wife  and  honeft  mtnifter,  the 
moft  refpeiftable  monk  of  that  age,  or  per- 
hiaps,  of  any  other.    Together  witK  the  bull  Gadfrid.  vita, 
abovementioned,  Eugcnius  had  fcnt  to  Ber-  5:?^7'-^:"^- 
nard  a  brief,  appomtmg  him  his  vicar,  Mint.x.cont^. 
preach  the  new  crufade.     The  parliament,  p.  1102. 
or  great  council  of  the  kingdom  of  France,  ^*^;g^°f ^^d^ 
(for  fuch  were  then  the  French  parliaments).  Diichcfnc. 
was  convened,   as  ufual,   at  Eafler,    in  the  ^-  '^y-  ?-  4»3* 
year  of  our  Lord  eleven  hundred  and  forty^jJ)rc*dcSoecr. 
fix.     The  place,  appointed  for  it  to  mcetl.  vi.p.  no. 
in,  was  Vezelai,  a  town  in  the  dutchy  of 
Burgundy;    and  'there   the  king,    who   in 
another  parliament,  held  the  Chriftmas  be- 
fore, had  declared  hi^  defire  of  fpeedily  tak- 
ing the  crofs,  refolved  to  put  it  in  exepu- 
tion  :  which  being  made  known  to  his  fub- 
jeQs;  the  concounie  at  Vezelai  was  fo  great, 
'    '.'  ^     .  .  that 
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that  the  affembly  was  forced  to  be  held  in  a 
field,  A  pulpit  was  raifed  on  the  fide  of  a 
Odo  at  fapra  little  hill,  which  rofe  at  Jthe  end  of  a  large 
Bcniard.cpift.  pj^j,^^  ^^j  f^^^  thence  Bernard,  after  having 

Granfrid.  vit.  read    the   letters  of   the  pope,    harangued 
1*1  ^^•^h^ft'*    ^^^^  much  eloquence,  according  to  the  pufT 
ccclcf.  L  ixix.  P^^'  ^^  ^^s  commiflion ;  and  addai  to  the 
vehemence  of  his  exhortations  aflurances  of 
good  fuccefs,  which  he  threw  out  as  a  pro- 
phet under  divine  infpiration.     The  better 
to  authorife  his  predidtions,  be  pretended  to 
work  miracles ;    which,   together  with  the 
opinion  conceived  of  his  fandlity,   gave  aft 
almoft  irrefiftible  force  to  his  words.     He 
had  fcarce  ended,  when  Louis  rofe  up  from 
his  throne,  and  throwing  himfelf  at  his  feet 
^     demanded  the*  crofs,  which*  Eugenius  had 
riniw,  apu4"  ^^^^  for   him.      Having   received   it    with 
Duchcfnc,      marks  of  great  devotion,  and  placed  it  on 
p.  388>  389-  his  right  (boulder,  he  mounted  the  pulpit, 
and    harangued    the    aflTembiy,    or    rather 
preached  to  them,  with  as  much  fervour  as 
'  Bernard.     The  fermon  of  the  king  had  no 

lefs  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  audience, 
than  that  of  the  monk :  all  of  them  unani- 
,  moufly,  with  loud  acclamations,  defired  to 
be  inlifted  into  this  facred  militia.  Bernard 
had  brought  into  the  field  a  great  number 
of  crofifes  prepared  for  the  purppfe :  but 
thefe  not  being  fufficient,  he  took  off  his 
garment,  and  cut  it  into  fmall  pieces,  of  the 
fame  form,  which  he  gave  to  all  who  afked 
for  them ;  among  whom  were  the  earls  of 

Flanders, 
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Flanders,  of  Touloufc,  of  Ncvers,  with 
moft  of  the  other  great  vaffals  and  peers  of 
France,  and  Robert  earl  of  Dreux,  the  king's 
brother.  The  queen  herfelf,  the  young,  the 
gay,  the  lively  Eleanor,  either  from  a  fud- 
den  ftart  of  devotion,  or  from  complaifancc 
to  her  huftand,  engaged  to  attend  him  in  this 
dangerous  expedition,  without  regarding  the 
fad  fate  of  the  princefs  of  Auftria,  or  what 
her  own  grandfather  had  fuffered,  in  the 
former  crufade.  Many  ladies  of  her  court 
were  induced  by  her  example  to  take  part  in 
a  warfare  fo  unfuitable  to  them ;  and  fome 
hifterians  have  affirmed,  that  they  mounted 
on  horfeback,  armed  and  accoutred  like 
Amazons,  and  formed  themfelves  into  fqiia- 
drons,  which  were  honored  with  the  name  Scc  Mezcmi 
of  ^een  Eleanor's  guard.  They  alfo  fent  J^!^**«^"« 
diftafFs  to  all  the  young  men  of  their  neigh-  Hj^oire  dc 
bourhood,  who  had  not  yet  enrolled  them-  Sugcr. 
felves  among  the  crufaders  :  by  the  (hame 
of  which  they  were  driven  to  it : .  fo  that 
(as  Bernard  himfelf  teftifies  in  one  of  his 
letters)  the  towns  and  villages  remained  in- 
habited only  by  women  and  children. 

Of  all  the  princes  in  France,  or  in  the 
whole  chriftian  world,  none  was  fo  naturally 
called  upon  to  join  in  this  enterprize,  aS' 
GebiFry  earl  of  Anjou.  His  father's  fon,  not 
yet  of  age,  was  king  of  Jerufalem  ;  his  mo- 
ther in  law  was  regent.  That  they  ftrongly 
follicited  him  to  affift  them  in  perfon,  can 
fcarce  be  doubted;  and  his  refitting  their 
4  importunities, 
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importunities,  as  well  a$  the  impctuofity'  of^ 
that  modi(h  zeal,  which  bore  down  every 
reftraint  of  prudence  before  it^  is  an  extra- 
ordinary proof  of  the  peculiar  folidity  and 
Arength  of  his  judgement.  The  unfettled 
ftate  *of  Normandy  was,  I  fuppofe,  his  ex- 
cufe;  and,  by  infixing  upon  that,  he  not 
only  avoided  the  evils,  which  he  might  ap* 
prehend  would  enfue  from  this  crtifade,  but 
fccurcd  the  dutchy  to  himfelf :  for,  while 
the  king  was  abroadf  he  fixed  his  g-overn-^ 
ment  there  on  the  finneft  foundations. 

The  earl  of  Blois  was  aged  and  infirm ; 
which  probably  might  be  the  reafon,  or  at 
leafl  the  pretence,  why  he  did  not  take  the 
crofs  :  but,  that  he  might  not  incur  the  fpi- 
ritual  cenfures  of  Rome,  by  doing  any 
thing  to  diflurb  the  kingdom  of  France, 
while  it  was  under  the  protection  of  that 
fee,  he  adhered  to  the  refolution,  he  had 
declared  fome  time  before,  that  he  would 
not  engage  in  any  conteft  with  Matilda  or 
her  hufband,  out  of  any  regard,  either  to 
his  brother.  King  Stephen,  or  his  nephew. 
Prince  Euflace.  Thus  did  all  thefe  events 
contribute  to  ferve  the  houfe  of  Plantagenet; 
as  will  hereafter  inore  evidently  appear. 

The  frenzy,  which  Bernard  had  excited 
in  France,  rofe  to  fo  monftrous  ,a  height, 
that,  in  a  great  council,  held  at  Chartres, 
to. fettle  all  matters,  relative  to  the  crufade, 
the  whole  aflembly  eleded  the  abbot  for 
their  general,  inflead  of  the  king:  an  ex- 
travagance 

3 
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traFagance  which  I  (hould  hardly  believe  on    Book  L 
the  faith  of  any  hiftorians,  if  I  did  not  find    "  ^  ^ 
it  attefled  in  fome  of  the  letters,  written  at  V.  Benuird. 
that  time,  to  Pope  Eugenius  the  Third,  bygj*-  *5^^-** 
Bernard  himfelf.     Peter  the  hermit  had  in-  ct"^l^**** 
deed  commanded  a  rabble,  that  had  taken  Bogenil  ap<kr 
up  .arms  at  the  beginning  of  the  firft  cm-  y**!*/^^* 
i^df ;  but  the  deftrudlion  of  all  thofe  who 
marched  under  his  conduft  was  enough  to 
prevent  even  the  wildeft  fanaticks  among  thi 
common  people,  from  ever  defiring  to  follow 
their  example.     How  very  wonderful  is  it 
then,  that  all  the  princes  and  nobles  of  the 
French  kingdom,    when  a   king  renowned 
for  his  valour,  and  full   of   ardor    for  the 
cau£e,  was  adtually  at  their  head,  (hould  de- 
fer the  command  to  a  monk,  ftill  lefs  qua- 
lified for  it  than  the  hermit  abovementioned, 
who,  before  he  retired  from  the  world,  had 
ferved'  as  a  foldier  ;  whereas  this  man  in  all 
his  life  had  never   borne   arms.     But  the 
ftrong  perfuafion  he  had  infufed  into  them, 
that  God  was  with  hirn,  and  that,  like  ano- 
ther Mofes,  he  would  lead  them,  by  mi- 
racles, into  the  land  of  proipife,  made  them 
overlook  his  natural  incapacity,  and  think 
him  the  moft  proper  head  of  an  enterprize, 
to  which  they  believed  he  had  called  them 
by  the  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  Never- 
thclefs  he  was  fo  far  from  the  indifcretioa 
pf  accepting  this  dangerous  offer,   that  ho 
would  not  even  take  the  crofs,  nor  go  along 
with  the  army  into  Afia;    but   contented 

himfelf 
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himfelf  with  executing  the  office  enjoined 
him  by  the  pope,  which  was  not  to  engage 
in,  but  to  preach  the  crufade. 

OttoFrifing.  After  having  fo  ably  performed  his  bufi- 
Fre?L  ifpt  "^^s  i^  France,  he  went  to  the  diet  held  at 
rat.  1. i.e.  37.  Spire  by  the  emperor  Conrade  the  Third. 
38.  39»  40.  The  great  fame  of  his  fand:ity>  and  miracles 
e^n.  epi  .    f^pp^jp^ J  j^  jj^  worked  by  him  there,  as  well 

as  in  France,  with  the  difpofition  of  the 
Germans  to  receive  him  as  a  mefTenger  fent 
to  them  from  God,  which  charafter  he  had 
the  boldjiefs  to  take  on  himfelf,  rendered  his 
fuccefs  as  general  among  them  as  among  his 
own  countrypnion'.  Indeed  the  infedtion  of 
this  kind  of  fanaticifm  had  feized  them  with 
fo  much  violence,  that  a  vagabond :  monk, 
who,  without  any  commiflion  from  the  pope, 
or  any  pretence  to  fupernatural  powers, 
preached  the' crufade  in  the  cities  on  the 
Rhine,  and  incited  the  people  to  begin  the 
Holy  war  by  a  maffacre  of  the  Jews,  was 
greedily  heard  by  them,  and  not  without 
difficulty  fiipprefled  by  Bernard,  after  having 
raifed  great  feditions,  and  occafioned  the 
llaughter  of  many  Jews  in  thofe  parts* 
Happily  for  all   the  reft  of  that  nation  in 

'  Europe,  the  miffibnary  of  the  pope,  having 
more  credit  than  he,  confined  him  to  his 
convent,  arid  turned  all  the  fury  of  the  zeal 

,  he  had  kindled,,  againft  the  Maliome.tans 
only.     The  emperor  himfelf  took  the  crofs, 

'  and  with  him  mofl  of  his  vaiTals,  except  the 

Saxons, 
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Saxons,  .who  excufed  themfelves  from  any 
ihare  in  this  expedition;  becadfe  they  had 
a  Holy  war  to  wage  nearer  home,  againft 
the  pagan  Sclavonians.     Bernard  afterwards 
purfued  his  million/  with  the  fame  fervour, 
the  fame  arts,  and  the  fame  prodigious  fuc^ 
cefs,  over  all  the  Low  Countries,  and  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  extended  it  to  Eng- 
land ;  where  he  might  have  found  as  much 
faith,  as  in  the  French,  the  Germans,  or  the 
Flemings,  and  no  lefs  zeal,  or  courage ;   if  Chron.Nonn. 
the  ditoadted  ftate  of  that  kingdom,  and  aP;^9«2.  9«3. 
doubt  to  which  forereign  he  ought  to  ad-»  ii46"Vi47V 
drefs  himfelf,  Matilda,  or  Stephen,  had.  not  ^cr^-  Chron. 
flopped  him  from  applying  either  to  th^ZSZ'^T^'y. 
one  or  the  other.     Yet  fome  of  his  agents,  Brompt,  col/ 
or  perhaps  the  mere  fame  of  the  great  arma- 1^34- 
ment  making  in  France  and  in  Germany,  Jitt'^rd"* 
drew  in  many  Englifti ;  among  whom  werepcrJ.Haguft. 
Roger  de  Maobray,    earl  of  Northumber^  gS*°/;|^'jf  ; 
land,  Walerati  earl  of  Meulant,  and  his  half*-  dcprofcaionc 
brother,  William  de  Warrene,  earl  of  Surrey*  Regis  Ludor. 
On  Septuagefima  Sunday,  in  the  year  eleven  ,'1^7, 
liundred  and  forty  feveii^  a  general  affembly 
of  the  French  kingdom  was  held  at  Eftampes  I 
where  Bernard  having  reported  the  refolutipn 
of  the  emperor  and  the  ftates  of  the  empirb 
to  join  in  their  enterprrze,  it  was  deliberated 
what  road   they  {hould   take:    a  queftion, 
which  experience  had  (hewn  to  be  indeed  of 
the  utmoft  importance.      The  embafladors 
of  Roger  the  Firft,  king  of  Sicily,  who  was 
then  at  .war  with  the  Greek  emperor,  Ma- 
VoL.  IL  H  nuel 
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jpuel  ComnerittSy  o:Sered  the  king  of  Praixce^ 
on  the  part  of  their  maiber,  fliips  and  aU 
Other  necefTaries  for  the  traiifporting  of  his 
army  by  fea;  at  the  fame  time  eichorting  him^^. 
jiot  to  expoie  himielf>  in  going  by  land^  ta 
the  perfidy  of  the  Greeks  j  againft  whom 
they  inve^hed>.  as  having  fecredy  combined 
iiirith  the  Turks^.tormn  die  Latin  ChriftianS)., 
in  former  crufades.  Many  of  the  French 
approved  this  conmiel^  and  ftcoagty  exhorted 
the  king  to  accept  the  offer.  Foe  the  length 
of  the  journey,  from  Conftantinople  to  Syria^ 
er  Paleftine^  was  in  it£ilf  a  terrible  diffi^ 
tulty^  tq  an  army  fo  numerous,;  and  fo  ig«^ 
norant  of  the  countries^^  whkh  they  werer 
to  travel  over ;;  and  this  difficulty  was* 
doubled^  if  thek  fuipicions*  of  the  Greeks* 
trere  not  wholly  groundlefsw  Whereas  their 
journey  through  Italy  would  have  been  fiife 
and  commodious  -^  and  from  the  j(everal  ported 
of  the  kingdom  of  Naples^  or  Sicily,  they 
might,  in  the  fummer,  hare  eaiily  pafTed  to* 
Joppa,  Ptolcmaisy- or  fomc  other  haven  of  ^ 
Phoenicia,  which  had  been  fubje^ed  to  the- 
crown  of  Jetfulalcm,  by  the  fleets  of  the 
Pifans,  Genoefc,  or  Venetians  But  this  fa-* 
lutary  advice  was  rejeiftcd.  The  chief  ob- 
jedion  to  it  was,  that  it  would  be  impoffible 
to  tranfport  fo  many  troops  in  oae  embark^ 
ation,  and  that  the  .embarking  of  them  at 
diiferent  times  would  caofc  too  fong  a  delay; 
As  for  the  apprehenfions  of  perfidy,  in  the 
Greeks,  they  were  partly  removed,  by  let-: 

'ters 

^  Digitized  by  Google 


tfiirs  receivQd  fr<>m  the  fjnpeforj  1)^  ftiU 
CAore  by  the  cooiid^qc^^  that  the  king  jiiHi- 
jfclf,  an4  all  hi§  ^ripy,  feajl  iij  th§ir  qwn 
llrength,  wfeich  they  thQijght  jfu^ci^nt  t<a 
fubdue  bpjth  the  Grqeks  %i\i  the  M.al^QPier 
tansi  though  they  {hQiil^l  be  miit^d ;  efpe- 
titlly  with  the  ^4  of  thqif  Q^roiai^  cqnfe-n 
derates :  not  welj  confide f ipg,  thaf  tljie  grejitf g 
their  nuijibers  were,  the  greater  would  1^ 
the  difficulty  of  fupplying  thek  jvants,  in  aii 
^nepay's  country,  or  in, iii*f  ^  ^  cjeccitful 
^d  tTeacJierous  friend.  Thiey  rei^lysd  tfe^pc-^ 
fore  to  go  by  Cpnftaptinpple  j  apd  this  r^-* 
folqtion  was  agreed  to,  by  the  emperor 
Coor^de,  vho  fct  pAit  iSr^,  gf  the  hf?ad  ojf 
(eyenty  thoufand  hprfe,  all  h^ayy  ar.me4,  be-^ 
fides  a  nuroejpou?  infapfry  and  light  Wi^Gui.Tyr. 
cpnMing  of  very  good  fpldiers.  The  feiag  J;^'-  ^ 
of  France  followed  hipi,  ?ibput  three  ijipnlths  vH.  apud  ooI 
aft«rwaxds,  by  the  Jarpe  rajd,  ^ith  *  cavalry  chcfoc,  c  51^' 
^ual  to  his,  and  an  infantry  little  inferior ;  ^'  7»  ^• 
it  beijQg  agreed  that  they  (howld  unite  their 
forces  at  Cpnftantipople.  But  before  the 
French  could  ceach  that  city,  Coi)ra4e  had 
left  it,  out  of  impatience  for  a<3:ipn;  Qf  be- 
(:aufe  he  apprehended  that  two  fuch  vaft 
$irmie$,  when  joined  together,  could  not 
have  found  the  neceffary  means  of  fubfiftencei 
or,  perhaps,  froni  an  unwillingn^fs  to  ihar^ 
with,  the  French,  either  the  adva^ntages,  or 
the  .gipiy,upf  the  gre^t  x;poquefts  he  hoped 
%Q  make-  His  defig^  W9s  to  go  *nd  befi?g« 
Jconium,  the  icapital  of  ^yc^ppij,  ^yv'btffo 
Ha  was 
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Book  i.^  'vv^as  ah  open  and  fertile  country  :  but  truft- 
ing  to  guides  that  were  given  him  by  the 
Greek  emperor,  he  was.lgd  into  the  defart^ 
and  ftraits  of  Mourtt Taurus,  towards  Cappa- 
docia,  where  his  army,  being  in  want  of  all 
kinds  of  provifions,  was  deftroyed  in  much 
the  fame  manner,  as  the  forn>er  crufadersy. 
of  whom  an  account  has  been  givfen.  For 
the  fultan  of  Iconium,  alarmed  at  the  intel- 
ligence he  received,  that  almoft  the  whole 
ftrength  of  Europe,,  under  it's  two  greateft 
monarchs,  was  coming  againft  him,  had,  for 
fome  time,  made  extraordinary  preparations 
to  refift  them,  imploring  affiftance  even  from 
the  furtheft  parts  of  the  Eaft.  By  this^ 
means  he  had  collected  a  numerous  army; 
who,  being  excellent  archers,  all  mounted 
on  horfes  very  adlive  and  fwift,  and  all  light- 
armed,  took  advailtage  of  the  mountainous 
and  difiicult  country  the  enemy  were  en- 
gaged in,  and  ruined  their  heavy  troops, 
whofe  hof  fes  were  rendered  ufelcfs  by  hunger 
and  toil,  without  ever  expofing  themfelvcs  in 
a  clofe  fight,  which  they  were  unfit  for* 
Their  manner  of  combating  refembled  that 
of  the  Parthians  againft  the  Roman  legions, 
infefting  the  «ncmy  with  (howlers  of  arrows, 
and  faving  themfelves  by  flight,  when  they 
were  attacked,  but  prefently  returning  to' the 
charge.  Thus  of  this  army,  fo  formidable 
in  it's  numbers,  and  in  the  valor  of  the  men, 
hardly  a  tenth  part  efcapcd  with  the  emperor, 
who  had  been  wounded  with  two  arrows. 
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into  the  territory  of  Nice,  then  poffeft  by   ^^^'^^'^ 
the  Greeks ;  where  having  found  a  retreat,         '""^ 
and    the  refrefliments   they   wanted,    they 
ftopped  awhile,  to 'wait  for  the  arrival  of  the 
French  king,  who,  they  heard,  was  march- 
ing that  way. 

The  faults  committed  by  Conrade  were 
quite  inexcufable.  He  ought  to  have  fcnt 
to  the  prince  of  Ahtioch,  or  to  the  king  of 
Jcrufalem,  for  guides,  to  conduft  bira  from 
Conftantinpple  to  Iconium,  and  from  thence 
into  Syrian  and  not  have  trufted  the  fafety 
of  his  army  to  the  doubtful  faith  of  the 
Greeks.  But  if  his  affinity  with  Manuel 
CpnjDenus,  whofe  wife  wa:S  filler  to  his,  and 
the  fair  words  o£  that  emperor,  who  was 

;  fkilful  in  the  art  of  diflembling^  made  him 
M  firft  Qeglefl:  this  caution  $  yet  when  he 
found.,  duriiig  his  march  over  the  lands  ofv.  NicctLi 
ithe  empire,  feveral  proofs  of  hoftile  malice  ^'  5* 
and  treachery  in  the  Greeks,  it  was  a  ftrange 
infatuation,  that  he  (hould  go  on,  in  an  ene^ 
my's  <:.ountry,  without  any  diftruft  of  his 
^uides^  that  he  (hould  confult  only  them^ 
as  jtojthe  quantity  of  provifions,  which  i% 
.would  be  neceflary  to  carry  with  him  ;  and 
Jthat,  even  when  he  began  to  difcover  their  ^•^^'•'^y'* 

.  perfidy,  he  ihould  guard  them  fo  ill,  that  ^jog.  ^t  &. 
.thqy   were  able  to  make  their  efcape,    bypra. 
nigtit,'«tnd  leave  hini  in  the  midft  of  ^^r  f^'^'^^^f^^^^ 
Jcnown  mountains :  all  which  we  are  aflured 
of,  by  mod  authentic  hiftorians !    With  a 

,  jCondudt  fp  SLbfurd,  it  was  impoffible  that  lais 

fJ  3  army 
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Book  I.    atrny  (hottld  ndt  be  deftroyed,  urtlefs  aftill 
^  •'"'**  ^   greater  miraclft,   than  any  of  tliofc   which 
Berftard  pretended  to  >york,  b^d  been  really 
done.tq  preferve  it. 

But,  while  the  imperial  troops  were  thus 

faqrificed  to  the  thoughtlefs  credulity  Sind 

fimplicity  of  their  Iclder,   the  French  ar- 

OdodcDiog.^iyed   at  Conftantinople,     They   and   theii^ 

Nicctalii.i.  ^^^S  were  received  by  Manuel  Comnenas», 

f.  5.  fea.  9.  with  a  great  (hew  of  kindnefs,  under  which 

fre  fcohccaled  the  heaft  of  an  enemy,  appre*- 

'Jlenfive  of  theit  force,  and  bent  on  their 

Tiiin*     For,  whatever  doubt  may  be  nxade  of 

the  treachery  of  his  grandfather  Alexius,  it 

*is  certain  this  pmperqr  deult  moft  perfidioufly 

^th  Conrade  and  the  Germans,  yv^ho  had 

^     done  i^othing  to  excufe  fo  foul  a  proceedings 

But  he  a6ted  on  principles  of  political  jea- 

loufy,    and   with  t^n  intention,   as  Nicetas 

Chonjates,  whoVas  both  his  fecretary  and 

V.  l^iccr.  ut  hiftorian,  declares^  f&at  the  calamities^  brought^ 

\W^-  -by  ibis  means ^^  on  thefe  armies,  might  be  an  ex^ 

ample  of  terror f  (q  fright  their  pojierity  from 

ever  niare  fetting  foot  an  the  lands  of  the  m-- 

fire.     In  all  probability,  he  would  have  fuf- 

fered  fpr  it,  by  drawing  on  hirhfelf  the  arms 

of   the  French,  if,   during  their  abode  at 

Conftantinople,    the  injuries  done  to  their 

allies  had  been  kfiown.     But  they  were  de*- 

ceived  by  a  rumour^  which  he  artfully  caufed 

to  be  fpread,  that  Conrade  had  taken  Icd- 

pinm.     This  raifed  fuch  an  impatience  ii^ 

Ivouis  and  his  army^to  (hare  in  the  conquefte? 
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ii^rhich  they  thought  the  Germans  were  ,^^^  ^^, 
makiagy  that  they  were  advanced  almoft  to 
Nice,  before  the  truth  wsls  diicoveied  to 
them.  Indeed,  the  bifhcp  of  Laagres,  aV- Odo^ 
man  of  great  fagacity,  had  in  the  midft  of  ^)^^'  "^  ^ 
thefe  flattering  and  delufive  reports,  ex«- 
horted  the  king  <to  make  himfelf  mafter  of 
Conftantinople ;  and  had  ihewn  that  fie 
might  do  it,  without  any  difficulty,  or  rifk 
to  his  arndy,  by  ftop|>ing  the  aqueduds  which 
Supplied  the  city  with  all  its  ifreih  water,  <^ 
even  1^  eoterlng  it  at  feveral  breaches,  whick 
lie  had  i^ferved  in  the  waila.  The  utility 
of  this  nicafyrre  he  proved  by  good  argu- 
tnents  ^  aud  the  ju'ftice  of  it  he  grounded  ou 
the  behaviour  of  the  Greeks  in  former  cru^ 
fades,  from  whence  he  inferred  a  rieceflarv' 
idiftruft  of  them  now;  and  like  wife  ;dn  then: 
being  fchifmaticks  and  bereticks*  But  the 
king  was  more  icrupuloos,  in  this  pointy 
than  the  bi(hop,  and  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  turn  his  arms  againft  a  Chriftian  prince,  . 
when  he  bad  vovi/ed  to  employ  them  only 
again*  the  Mahometan^.  He  sdfo  atlledgedt 
that  he  had  confulted  the  pope  on  this  affair^ 
before  he  fct  out,  and  that  his  Holineis  had 
not  dared  to  declare  it  to  be  lawful.  Such  a 
^^onfultation  itfelf  fufiiciently  p^-oves,  that 
the  alarms  of  Manuel  Comnenus  were  not 
ill  founded.  Fortun^ely  for  him,  Eugenius 
the  Third  and  Louis  ie  Jeune  paid  a  regard 
to  religion,  as  well  as  utility  :  otherwife  it 
is  evident^  that  r^afons  of  dilate  would-  as 
H  4  much 
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Bpqk  L^  much  have  induced  them  to  begin  aiid  fecure 
jhe  conqucfts  they  meditated,  by  taking  pof-* 
feflion  of  Conftantinople,  and  other  towus 
of  the  Greek  empire  that  lay  in  their,  way; 
as  it  did  hini  to  affift  the  Turks  in  this  war 
againft  the  Latin  Chriftians,  Nor  does  it 
fcem  at  all  probable,  tjiat  he  could  have  vc^ 
lifted  fuch  an  army,  if  they  had  attacked 
him;  efpecially,  as  we  are  told,  that  the 
fleet  of  the  king  of  Sicily  was  ready  to  co- 
operate with  the  French  in  the  fiege.  But, 
the  counfel  of  the  biftiop  of  Langres  being 
rejedted,  they,  paffed  over  the  Bofphorus,  in 
velTels  furnifhcd  by  the  emperor,  who  pre-r 
fently  afterwards  made  them  feel  their  de- 
pendence upon  him,  by  forbidding^^any  pror 
vifions  to  he  brought  to  their  camp,  t;ill  all 
the  nobility  had  taken  the  fame  oath  of 
fealty  to  him,  which  thofc  of  the  firft  crur 
fade  had  been  compelled  to  take  to  Alexius. 
The  bifhpp  Qf  Langres  preffed  the  king  to 
refift  this  demand,  by  attacking  immediately 
the  cities  of  Afia  which  belonged  to  the 
jGreeks :  but  this  top  was  rejedted ;  and  all 
the  nobles  took  the  oath  required  by  the 
pmperor,  except  the  earl  pf  Dreux ;  who, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  fuch  an  indignity,  led 
pfF  hi^  owii  vaflals^  and  marched  forw^^d^ . 
at  thp  head  of  them  alone,  The  reft  of  the 
army  fopn  fpllQwed;  having  been  joined  by- 
^  confidcrable  body  of  troops,  which  the 
fnarquis  of  Montferrat  and  the  earl  of  Mau-n 
fieiji^e,  the  kiog^'s  uncles^  hrpught  tp  ^en». 
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hy  fea.  They^had  paffed  Nicomedia,  when 
thdy,  were  met  by  thofe  guides,  who  had 
cauied  the  defeat  of  the  Germans,  and  who 
repeated  to  them  the  falle  report  of  Iconium's 
being  taken  :  but  as  foon  as  they  came  into 
the  country  of  Nice,  Frederick  BarbaroiTa^ 
the  nephew  of  Conrade,  who  fucceeded  to  him 
jifterwards  in  the  imperial  throne,  brought 
them  a  true  account  of  his  uncle's  unhappy 
condition. 

•    The  confternation,  which  they  were  ftruck  Odo  de  JXog^ 
with,  on  receiving  this  news,  was  equal  to  J;^-  .  ^^ 
the  excefs  of  their  prefumption  before.  They  vu.iis,g,io^ 
now  began  to  perceive  the  vanity  of  Ber-Gul.Xyr. 
Iiard's  prediftions,  Louis  immediately  went,  *  *^^ 
with  all  his  principal  nobles,  to  vifit  the 
emperor,   who  was  eneamped  not  far  off. 
Nothing  could  be  more  moving  than  the  firft 
interview  between  thefe  two  princes.    They 
embraced  each  other, ,  with  tears  ;  and  con- 
tinued,   for   fomc   time,    unable   to   fpeak. 
The  king  was  the  firft,  who,  with  the  ut- 
moft  generous  offers  of  friendfliip  and  aflift- 
ance,  broke  thp  melancholy  filence ;  mixing 
refpedt  with  condolence,  and  endeavouring 
to  make  the  emperor  ieel,   that  in  pitying 
his  fortitne -he  honored  his  perlbn.     Conrade 
replied  with'  a  proper  gratitude,    and   not 
without  dignity, .  in  the   midft  of  the    pro- 
foundeft    humiliation.     The   fi.fl    refult'of 
their  conference  was  a  refolution  to  ad:  to- 
gether,-for  the  future.   Thy  next  confidered, 
^rhjjt  rqad  it  would  be  belt  ior  them  to  take. 
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»»k  I''     and  determined  to  go,  through  Myfia  an4 
^  "'""'^  Lydia,   to  Smyrna  and  Ephefus;   then  ta 
turn  eafiward,  and,  paf&ng  the  Mseander^ 
advance  by  Pamphylia  and  Cilicia,  to  An*^ 
Cioch.     But,  before  they  had  gone  very  far^ 
(o  many  of  tba  Germans  quitted  the  »my, 
on  account  of  the  diftrcis  they  were  in,  from 
the  lofs  of  their  baggage,  that  the  emperor^ 
finding  himfelf  left  with  hardly  any  troops, 
,       ,      thought  it  would  be  a  ftain  Xo  his  honc»-  and 
,;  dignity,  to  march,  like  a  private  man,  under 

the  banner  of  France.  He  therefore  em- 
barqued  at  Ephefus,  with  fomc  of  his  nobles, 
and  failed  from  thence  to  ConJlantinof^e^ 
about  the  end  of  the  year  eleven  hundred 
and  forty-feven,  propofing  to  ftay  in  that 
city  till  the  fpring,  and  then  to  perform  his 
vow  at  jerufalem.  It  fecms  very  ftrange, 
that,  after  he  had  fuffered  fo  much  by  the  per- 
iidy  of  the  Greek  emperor,  he  ftiould  rather 
chufe  to  refid^  in  the  court  of  that  prince, 
than  in  the  camp  of  his  good  ally,  the  king 
of  France  1  But  he  was  received  there  with 
more  kindnefs  than  in  his  proiperity,  Manuei 
being  contented  with  having  reduced  him  to 
need  his  compaflion. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  army  de- 
parted from  Ephefus,  and  came  tp  the  banks 
V.Epift.Scrg.of  the  Maeander.  Though  they  were  ftili 
ad  Su'^crom!'  ^^  the  limits  of  the  Greek  empire,  they 
odo  de  Diog.  found  the  Turks  pofted  on  both  fides  of  the 
I.  v, vi,vii.  river;  the  emperor  having  allowed  them  to 
enter  his  frontiers  without  aay  oppofition. 

At 
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At  fight  of  the  tmrkf,  ^Koih  they  did  not  ^*gQ^^J[^ 
expeft,  thev  halted,  tofcohfider,  what  courfe  ^'  *^ 
Ihey  fhould  take,  Thfeir  fituatldn  was  novir 
Very  perilous.  T%e  pfovifibns  they  had 
brotignt  werfe  almoft  tdrtfumed :  on  one  fidt 
they  Iveni  Ihiit  up  hy  a  feng  f  kige  of  moun- 
tains, upon  which  a  tfftmfef ous  body  of  Turkfe 
was  enciimped,  and  oft  the  t)thef  by  the 
river,  which  they  vrtrft  told  wtis  not  Fofd- 
iable ;  but,  aftct  a  long  fearch,  they  had  the 
igdod  fortune  to  difcover  a  tofd.  There  they 
detiermined  to  pafs ;  but,  in  executing  this 
itjfolution,  they  weit  attatked  by  the  enemy 
beforfe  and  behind  tliem.  The  king  himfelf 
made  head  againft  thofe  who  Fell  upqri  his ' 
fear,  and  foon  repulfed  tlteir  affault,  which 
Was  little  more  than  a  flcirmifJi ;  while  the. 
carls  of  Flanders,  of  Champagne,  and  of 
Noyon,  to  wHom  he  had  given  the  command 
of  hi$  van-guard,  advancing  boldly  at  the 
head  of  their  troops,  got  over  the  water, 
&nd  vigoroufly  attacking  the  Turks,  who 
guarded  the  bank,  entirely  routed  them,  and 
took  their  camp.  The  French  loft  only  one 
man  in  this  aftiort,  namely,  Milo  earl  of  No-r 
jgent ;  but  many  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
or  made  prifoherg.  Probably  the  Turks, 
thus  defeated,  were  only  fbme  bodies  of  ir- 
rejgular  and  light  troops,  which  could  not 
ftand  in  a  clofe  fight  againft  the  French  ca- 
Valry.  Perhaps,  too,  not  out  of  fear,  but  - 
prudence  and  good  condudl,  their  leaders 
pelted  xo  avoid  any  battle  with  the  French, 

>vhere 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


io8  HISTORY   OF    the    LIFE 

took  t     ivhere  the  latter  coiUd  aft  without  the  ut- 
^  f'  ^    moft  difadvantagc ;   waiting  to  deftroy  them, 
as  they  had  done  their  confederates,  by  fafer 
means,  and  in  fuch  iituations  as  (hould  take 
V.Bpift.LBd.from  them  the  power  of  refiftance.     What- 
mom^nter  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  caufe  of  this  happy  fuccefs,  the 
^g.cpift.59.  joy  it  gave  to  Louis  and  his  army  was  of  a 
OdodcDiog.fhort  duration.     After  they  had  furpifhed 
cH-Tyr.      themfclves  with  viAuals  and  forage  at  tao- 
Lxvi.  dicea,    they   continued   their  journey,  ^qd 

^^'i^^*  <:amc  the  next  day,  about  noon,  to  the  foot 
13.  of  a  mountain,  the  aicent  up  to  which  was 

narrow  and  difEcult.  Their  march  w^s  in 
two  columns,  the  foremoft  of  which  was 
called  the  van-guard,  and  the  hindmoft  the 
rear-guard.  The  command  of  thefe  divifions 
was  given,  by  turns,  to  all  the .  principal 
barons;  and  it  happened  that  the  van-guard, 
which  confided  of  more  than  two  thirds  of 
the  army,  was  led,  that  day,  by  GeofFry  de 
Ran9on,  baron  of  Taillcbourg  in  Poiftou, 
who  had  orders  to  encamp  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain ;  it  being  the  intention  of  the  king 
that  the  whole  army  fliould  pafs  the  night  in 
that  poft.  But  this  nobleman  arriving  there 
without  any  impediment  on  the  part  of  the 
Turks,  who  were  not  feen  during  his  march, 
and  finding  that  he  had  fome  hours  of  day- 
light before  him,  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  encamp  on  the  plain,  which,  as  they 
looked  down  upon  it,  appeared  exceedingly 
fertile  and  pleafant.  This  advice  being  ap- 
proved by  the  earl  of  Maurienne,   he  paid 
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no  regard  to  his  orders ;.  but,  withodt  any 
notice  having  been  fent  to  the  king,  def- 
cended  the  mountain^  and,  when  he  came 
to  the  foot  of  it^  marked  out  a  camp»  in  a 
very  commodious  and  agreeable  fituation.. 
The  queen  and  all  her  ladies  were  with 
him  9  andy  perhaps  a  defire  of  gratifying 
them  with  better  accommodations  was  the 
chief  reaibn  of  his  having  committed  this 
fault,  againil  all  the  laws  of  military  difci- 
pline.  The  rear-guard,  encumbered  with  a 
great  deal  of  baggage,  and  making  no  doubt 
of  the  van-guard's  being  pofted  upon  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  fuppofed  that  tl^ey  had 
time  to  fpare  before  night,  and  therefore 
marched  very  flowly :  fo  that  the  fun  was 
pear  fetting,  while  even  the  foremoft  of 
them  had  ilill  fome  part  of  the  afcent  to 
furmount.  In  the  mean  while,  the  Turks,  vid.  ana^Dics 
who  had  kept  by  the  fide  of  them,  at  a  fmall  ««^»^*«Fw* 
diftance,  being  covered  from  their  fight  by 
fome  rifing  grounds,  were  informed  by  their 
fcouts,  that  the  two  parts  of  the  Chriftiani 
army  were  feparated  fo  far,  as  not  to  be  able 
to  aflift  each  other  :  upon  which,  with  great 
expedition,  they  went  and  poflcfled  them- 
felves  of  the  top  of  the  mountain,  where 
the  French  van-guard  had  been  ordered  to 
encamp.  Then,  having  formed  a  line  of  Y"<*»  «o^ow|[ 
battle,  they  fufFcred  the  rear-guard  to  ad-  ""*'  «*»F*n 
Vance  unmolefted,  till  their  foremoft  fqua* 
drons  had  almoft  reached  the  fummit  of  the 
aicent,  and  the  reft  were  far  engaged  in  the 

deep 
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dleep  hollow  Yr^ys,  which  etnbarrafi«d  th$ 
middle  of  the  hill.  ^  Having  thus  drawn 
them  Oil  to  inevitable  ^ftrudion^  they  madd 
a  fudden  attack  upon  them,  firft  with 
fliowers 'of. arrows,  aid  then  fword  in  haod; 
which  thKw  them  immediately  into  the 
greateil:  confufion*  For,;  as  they  expp&^d 
no  enemy,  but  imagined  that  the  troops, 
they  fatv  over  their  heads,  had  been  their 
own  van-guard,  they  marched  in  a  very  carCf 
lefs,  diibrderly  mauQer ;  and  many  of  them^ 
to  eafe  thcmfelves  of  the  weight  of  their 
arms,  bad  thrawi)  them  into  the  Waggons 
that  carried  the  baggage.  AD  things  con-? 
curred  to  aid  the  Txirk«,  and  render  the  va* 
lor  of  the  French  inefe<ftual ;  the  narrow 
denies,  in  which  they  cbuld  ilot  form  any 
order  of  battle ;  the  roughneJCs  and  fteepneft 
of  the  afceat,  which  made  their  heavyr 
armed  cavalry  ufelefs  ;  the  impediment  of 
their  baggage,  which,  being  placed  in  the 
midft  of  them,  hindered  thofe  behind  from 
aififting  the  farcmoft ;  and  the  inferiority  of 
their  number  to  that  of  the  enemy  :  fo  that 
fcarce  feven  thoufand,  out  of  above  thirty 
thoufand.  Were  able  to  efcape ;  the  reft  be- 
ing all  either  killed  or  taken.  Among  the 
flain  was  the  earl  of  Surrey,  and  forty  other 
noblemen  of  the  firft  rank.  Louis  did  every 
thing,  that  a  moft  courageous  general  could 
poflibly  do, '  to  encourage  his  foldiers ;  ex- 
pofing  his  perfon,  and  fighting  valiantly  at 
the  head  of  the  foremoft,  till  he  had  gained 
'       -  the 

3 
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the  funuhit  of  the  hill;  where  he  defperatelv  P^J:^ 
matntained  his  ground  for  fome  time^  til!  all 
his  brSveft  knights  lay  dead  at  his  feet.  He 
feemed  refolved  to  die  there  too,  with  his 
fword  in  his  hand  :  but  fome  of  his  fervants, 
feeing  the  enemy  begin  to  employ  them- 
Mres  in  plundering  the  baggage,  took  that 
opportunity,  and  led  him  away,  ahnoft  by 
f^rce,  to  a  rock,  where  they  hoped  to  fccure 
hirn,  by  the  benefit  of  the  night,  which  was 
then  coming  on  :  but,  being  obferved  and 
purfued  by  a  fuperior  body  of  Turks,  moft 
of  them  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  reft  put 
to  flight.  The  king,  in  this  extremity, 
climbed  up  a  tree,  which  grew  out  of  the 
fide  of  the  rock,  and  from  thence  raifed  hini-- 
fclf  up  to  the  brow  of  the  cliff.  Several 
arrows  were  (hot  at  him  there  by  the  enemy, 
from  which  he  was  preferved  by  the  ftrength 
of  his  armor,  arid  the  boughs  that  covered 
and  fcreened  him :  but  when  fome  of  the 
Turks  attempted  to  climb  the  tree,  he  clove 
their  heads,  or  cut  off  their  hands  and  arms, 
as  they  clung  to  the  branches ;  defending 
himfelf  with  fuch  an  obftinate  bravery,  that 
the  reft  of  the  party,  being  ignorant  who  he 
was,  and  afraid  to  lofe  their  (hare  in  the 
fpoils  of  the  baggage,  drew  off,  and' left 
him.  He  remained  on  the  cliff"  thd  greater 
part  of  the  night,  not  daring  to  leave  it,  for 
fear  of  falling  into  the  enemy's  power.  But 
they>  loaded  with  plunder  and  embarraflcd 
with  the  multitude  of  the  prijfpncrs  they  had 
,-     -   ^  taken. 
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taken,  iSiQugktit  adxKiibatilt  to  retii'e^-wheii 
it. began  to  grow  dark';  left  the  French  van- 
guard ihould  return,  and  fall  upon  them  in 
that  diforder*  Nor  were  their  apprehenfion? 
ill  founded.  For,  as  foon  as  Louis,  faw  hi; 
rear-guard  attacked,  rightly  conjedturing 
from  what  this  unexpedted  difafter  had  hap^ 
^  pened,  he  fent  Odo  de  Deuil,  his  chaplain 
and  fecretary,  to  try  if  he  could  difcover 
^ome  other  path  in  the  mountain,  leading 
fit^m  thence  to  the  plain,  and  go  by  that 
way,  to  inform  his  van-guard  of  the  peril  he 
was  in,  and  order  them  to  haften  to  his  af-* 
pdodeDiog.  fift^'^c^*  That  monk  (whofe  memoirs  I 
i-vii.,  have    principally   followed)    performed  his 

commiflion  unperceived  by  the  enemy:  but, 
having  been  obliged  to  take  a  great  circuit, 
he  arrived  too  late  to  prevent  the  defeat  of 
the  rear-guard,  by  any  fuccours  from  thofe 
to  whom  he  came.  The  baron  de  Taille- 
bourg  and  the  earl  of  Maurienne  fet  out  in- 
dpsd,  as  foon  as  they  heard  the  news  he 
brought,  with  all  the  bed:  of  their  troops, 
and  re-afcended  the  mountain,  as  faft  as  the 
ftecpnefs  of  the  afcent  would,  permit :  but, 
before  they  could  reach  the  top,  they  met 
the  king.  After  the  enemy  were  retired, 
fome  of  his  rear-guard,  who  had  efcaped 
from  the  flaughter,  by  hiding  themfelves  in 
thp  caveims  of  the  hill,  happened  to  pafs 
very  near  him.  Finding  them  to  be  French- 
men, by  the  language  they  fpoke,  he  made 
hixnfelf  known  to  them.  One  of  them  im- 
mediately 
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mediately  furniChed  him  with  a  horfe,  ptt 
which  he  rode  through  the  heaps  of  his  dead 
or  dying  fubjedls,  and  wandered,  fome  time^ 
in  the  intricate, paths  of  the  mountain,  feek- 
ing  his  way,  in  the*  darknefs  of  the  night, 
without  any  guide,  and  under  continual  ap- 
prehenfipas  of  meeting  the  Tui'ks,  till  hi 
difcovered  the  fires  of  his  camp  oh  the  plain. 
Thefe  ferving  to  diredt  him,  he  dcfeended 
the  hill,  about  the  middle  of  which  he  fell 
in  with  the  cavalry,  that  was  coming  to  his 
aid,  under  GeofFry  de  Ranfon  and  the  earl 
of  Maurienne.      They,  with  mixed  fenti-^ 
ments  of  joy  and  fliame,  i*eceived  and  con-^ 
dudled  him  fafe  from  thence  to  the  camp  i 
where  his  arrival  difpelled  fome  part  of  the 
terror,  which  had  feized  the- queen  and  the 
other  ladies.     But  notwithftanding  the  con* 
folation  they  found  in  his  fafcty,  the  whole 
camp   was  now  a  fcene   of  affliction    and 
mourning.     In  every  tent,  a  near  relation, 
or  a  dear  friend,  was  bewailed.     Their  for*- 
row  was  aggravated  by  the  great  danger  they 
were  in  of  wanting  provifions ;  moft  of  the 
ftores  they  had  colledted  at  Laodicea  having 
been  taken  by  the  enemy,  together  with  the 
baggage   of  the  rear-guard.      It  was   ftill 
twelve  days  march  from  thence  to  Attalia, 
the  capital  ojF  Pamphylia,    which  was  the 
firft  place,  on  th^ir  road,  where  they  could 
hope  to  receive  any  afliftance  or  refreftimentj 
and  they  were  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
deftroycd  all  the  forage  in  the  country  through 
Vol.  IL  I  which 
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^^^-^    which  they  wkc  neceiariljr  to  pafs.    Tbei^ 
'  difficulties^  added  to  the  grief  aud  tHe  ig^ 

nominy  of  fuch  a  defeat^  raifed  an  univerfal 
refentmeiit  agaiaft  Geoffry  de  Ran^oo,  who». 
by  the  breach  of  his  ordeF6>;  had  occafioned 
tiieir  misfortune.     Alt  the  army,  with  one 
^voice>  demanded  his  deadi,.  and>  doubtlefs,. 
he  x>ught  to  have  fuffcred  a  ca^tal  puniih^ 
ment  i  but  he  was  faved'by  the  clemency  of 
Louis  and  the  warm  intetcef&ojis    of  the 
earl  of  Maurienne,  who,    beiag  confciou$^ 
that  he  had  himfelf  a  ihai^  in>  his  fault,  was^ 
extremely  follicitous  to  procure,  him  a  par- 
don.    Indeed  the  relascation  of  military  dif-^ 
cipline>  which  was  o|ie  caufe  of  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  fo  many  armies  in  thefe  expeditions,, 
arofe  from  the  feudal  government.     For  the 
great  barons  were  accuftomed  to  {q  mucb 
jmdependence,  that  they  would  hardly  obey 
their  leaders,    who  were  obliged   to  treat 
them  with  fueh  regards,  as  much  impaired 
the  force  of  authority  neceffary  to  keep  zik 
army  in  order.     Louis  having  yielded  to  his 
uncle's  entreaties  ia  favor   of  the  culpable 
baron  de  Taillebourg,:  took  however  &me 
care  to  fecure  himfelf,,  for  the  future,  froxa. 
fofFering   again  by   a  fimilar   difobedience^ 
Infliead  of  permitting  all  his  principal  barons 
to   lead   his  army   by   turns,,  as   they   had 
hitherto  done,  he  now  conferred  the  perpe*  ' 
ttial  command  of  his  van-guard,  with  a  fu* 
pcrior  authority  over  the  whole,  upon  an  old 
officer  of  great  merit,  whom  the  hiftoriana 
1  -  ,1  follow 
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Ffiftlew  names  oHiy  Gilbert,  without  giving  Booki.. 
him  my  aclcRtipftiJ  title  of  honor.  The  od^dS!^, 
i»mc  writer  itiformfi  ii$,  that  he  was  elefted  i.  m 
by  a  majority  c|f  the  votes  of  the  army, 
wh^rn  the  king  was  pleafed  to  confult  withi 
in  this  affair.  The  conduct  of  the  rear-^ 
guard  wa$  given  to  Everard  dc$  fiarres^ 
maftcr  of  the  Temple,  who,  with  a  troop 
pf  his  knights,  had  joined  the  army  not 
l(mg  before :  but  he  was  to  ad  under  the 
orders  of  Gilbert,  whom  Louis  declared  he 
would  himfejf  fubmit  to  obey  i  and  whofti 
dire^ons  that  prince  followed,  in  forming 
a  ftrong  body,  out  of  the  heft  of  his  forces^ 
both  horfe  and  foot,  which  he  commanded 
in  perfon,  and  placed  between  the  van  and 
the  rear-guard,  for  the  defence  of  the  bag-.^ 
gage,  and  to  fuceour,  oceaiionally,  either  the 
one  or  the  other •  All,  who  had  efcaped 
by  flight  from  the  late  aftion,  werd  noW 
come  in :  but  many  of  thefe  having  loft 
their  horfes,  they,  with  fome  bands  of  foot^ 
were  pofted  in  the  hindmoft  ranks  of .  the 
rear,  and  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  j 
that  when  the  Turks,  as  their  cuftom  was^ 
ihould  make  their  difcharge  at  a  diftance# 
thefe  archers  might  annoy  them  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  prevent  their  being  fecured  by 
the  fuddennefs  of  their  flight.  This  good 
difpofition  had  fuch  an  happy  effeft,  that, 
being  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  the  firft 
days  of  their  march^  they  not  only  repulfe^ 
|hem  without  any  confiderable  lojfe  to  them- 
I  2  fclves. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


lilSTbKY*  'of    Vii'i    LIFE 

felves^'  but  ' ciit  to  pieces '  i!  gi*eaV  pdrf  W 

their  army ;' Which  fo  daunted  the  teil,  lEi'i^ 

.  they,  left  off  the  puffuitvSntf  the  Ptti^^^ 

continued  their  joufney  iii'  (Julet;  fot  Tcv^l-^ 

days,  through  a  moft  difficiult  and  dahgerbifs 

country.     But,   though  iHejr  met' Mth^yo 

enemy,  they  (uffered  gr ievbUS  liardihip^^^'by 

the  want  of  prbvifions  for  'tHeinifelves'''ittd 

their  horfes  :  againft  which'  caflamftV^'tlftV 

,'c6uld  find  np  refource,'  buV  td  feed^'ttre 

latter;  prefervihg  only  the  bift  aiid  ftr'oTOkfft, 

by  fome  fcanty  lupplies,  wh'rc^h  they^t^rpfl^- 

red,  at  a  great  price,  from  ^the  avaride  6f  ItSe 

neighbouring  Greeks/*  Thus  ^thfey, ;'at!*!Sft, 

,came  fafe  to  Attalia,  a  City  6f  th6 /Gr^k 

empire,  but  tributary  to  the.Turk's;  'WKbfc 

territories  bordered  upon  it  every  wayVH- 

'  cept  to  thfe  fea,  on  the  coaft'  ^f  Miclx'lt 

was  fituated.     The  governor  did  hoi^d^fe 

to  refufe  the  king  of  Prahcc  and^hisf  anny 

admittance  :    but,    that  be   might ' ' tfiW^r 

himfelf  from  them  as  fpee*dfly  ^%  htf  cib^td^ 

he  offered  thelnfllips,'ftfcdnVey  tlifelft'iMo 

V.cpift.  39^  the  dominions  of  Ailtioch  hv  fea^^The  p^b- 

Lud.adSug;  pQgtjQii^jjs  r^liflied  by  Louis  and  his  cmii- 

^  cil,    the   paffage  being  "mucl'lhdrtef/^^^^ 

iefs  dangerous,  by  Tea,  th^n  t>y  laiid  ;  '^^iWe- 

cially,  as'the  cavalry  was  iiihoftdl^ 

It   was  thi/ cifcuml\ancei.^  ^h^^       tn^d*6^*it 

,  feeni   pradticable   to'prtfctirc'  ihipdirtg'''Tor 

them  J   men  being 'muclf'irtiore^ta^ly  thihT- 

21r!.««°*''' ported  thaA  hptfes  :    but; ''after  a'd«a^;tof 

five  wecKsV  the  king  btt'a^''tne'mortincatibn 

'  ^  ^  ta 
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to  find  that  one  half  of  the  number  of  vef- 
fcls^  which  the  governor  had  promifed^  was 
wanting.  His  army  fufFered  extremely,  by 
the  great  fcarcity  and  dear nefe  of  food;  in 
evil,  which  he  feared  would. encreafe  fcvery 
day  that  he  remained  in  that  city.  He 
therefore  detiermined  to  cnibark  with  his 
nobles  and  men/at  arms,  leaving  his  infentry 
to  wait  till  more  tranfports  cobld  be  ob- 
tained. But  they,  being  diftruftful  of  the 
feuth  of  the  Greeks,  begged  permiffion  of 
the  king  to  endeavour  to  force  their  paflage 
by  land.  Louis,  though  unwillingly,  granted' 
their  requeft ;  and  having  fupplied  them,  as 
far  as  he  was  able,  with  money  and  other 
neceffaries,  put  them  under  the  command  of 
two  noble  chiefs,  who  were  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  dangerous  charge^  Archambaud  earl 
of  Bourbon,  and  Theodoric  earl  of  Flanders. 
He  alio  purchafed  horfes  for  feveral  of  his 
knights,  who,  wanting  room  in  the  fhips, 
were  left  to  go  with  the  foot.  Laftiy,  that  vid,  atiaorei 
nothing  in  his  power  might  be  wanting  to  citat.utfopra, 
ferve  thcfe  unhappy  men,  he  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  governor  of  Attalia,  and 
with  an  embailador  of  the  Greek  emperor, 
who  came  to  him  there,  by  which  they 
jigreed,  that,  upon  his  paying  to  them  five 
ijiundred  marks,  they  Ihould  furnish  him 
with  guides  and  a  convoy  of  cavalry,  to  at- 
tend on  his  forces  during  a  part  of  their 
journey  J  and  fuffer  all  the  fick  to  remain  in 
the  towut  till  they  fliould  be  able  to  bear  a  '^ 

I  3  voyage 
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BcrttjL^  yayiogtbyiim^  Wh»IIallthis^a£^tfol»ke^£^ 

i  trefttjf  wit^  ithojfe  in  wkostr  itji«ra»  .4fU|p0£r 
'  fiUe  io  ftfac<&^ati)r:.confidente  .was:  a'itetid<^ 

yiis  .  ptrtvt)fodbtbD^^  eiter  ^latfli 

jjyim 'aga»vl)9utfarf  way- tbeyb  pn)^fedii:}ji& 
bein^  a  mandi   t>£  foxty  days^  thitou^  )ac» 
mi6my'«  country;  The  evi»tit^rp?tedia$Tlate^ 
atr  the  uiniertakiii^  Wzs  6c£^it^*\ .  Bofum 
^tsy  had  ^om  many  tnilea^xthe^:  y^^xorr^bik 
1j|cked»  on  their  march^  by  a>wQhTigii|icQbm 
l^nmberof  Turksiatsd  tfaoiigh  thty  fcm^htjgoqq 
bra^y»  and  best  off  the  eiiemy,  rtbft  Gmftfe» 
^uidps  and  xonroy,  ^prehentitfig.tADce(4iti' 
plaits  from  bther  armies  of  Ttirk^,  2k&ilMcl^ 
jefufcd  |Q   go  %nj   fiirthef.  .<Thf  J?r«wb: 
theixibre  were  t::o9ipeUed  to  fetura  to  Avts^ 
}iu^  iind  wi|h  great  di^calty  ob&ined  per^ 
mHIibn  of  the  governor  to  encatpp  ut^der  thi^ 
w4|s»  till  |hips!  could  be  pr0ciired»  tacoaMt 
vey  them  to  Antioch.    In  this  ^tuation  ihofi 
were  harrafledf  hy  frequent  attack^.jofj^MhS' 
Turks*,  with*  whom  the  towai&nen  perfidkmfl|ri 
raai2)taine4  an.  inteUi^encc^,  and,  being,  irei^. 
ill  fupplitd  with  proviffona,  died  4|t  gfna& 
liumberfiv  by  famine  and  Bcioeftv    Afeont'^ 
four  (hqufand  of  the  bravaft  ramonig'  them^ 
lecing  their  countryine«;  pttfi&tiom^cxiMff 
nnd  prtfer^ijig,^  ashmen' under  ^ai-grievoiis.' 
K  *  foj[^!^  are  too  apt  to  doy  aoy.oAccevil»/tor 

|[io(o  they  ^idufe^  att?mntfiidxxna:e  mopfjpii.^ 
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]^3lk^olt»d  ^^vbiit  they  vitwi  fnmonhdkd  in 
4diftir  tnwrcbi '  tiyi  an .  army  /of  (5rurks,  wh& 
40ffbriag  4t>i:take£diem  ksto  thofrlpi^^  i£dic^: 

tton^  ^ai^df kb^  ^mft)  Mwre  hiadb'i»plives«  Ali 
tlte^  f9lM  haibi^Mdnted^fikiefiheWUsjdl 
jtetalk^'^i0erK  dipfttoj^  by  different  ivayc^ 
^^ific^r'tli^rtwo^ieairfs^  their  leaders ;  taAjg 

«ii^id  lb9  ^jcbdeqti^,  'defprnriAg"  (^  erer  jierw^ 
^elKiiingf/the^jfatotaey :  by  land^  embarked  ftiiic 
«CBlBol)ialtr  0iifBt  ^  wkich  they  feiind  ia  tke 
]!|pM(tHMidii^e.i£ifely  4miifp9r«ed  .to  «be 
«imH^  «lf:tke  OMnttB^   abotit  five  lesguee' 
ibifowotoiticieh;  ^  TWie  king  a£  France^  an^ 
.aP^lrl^lik  heiimiribd  witkhiiiA.  foy  fek^  jlad: 
/^ifrivcdt tkdr^  feme  time  ^befof ev  and  had-^Diete 
MOt^kedi  witk  ^great*  booors^  by  Raymond  xle 
i^Didita^  ®leafidr-«  Ande^  wbo  kaviag  boea 
«ttsc»jed  »  "the    Bnglifh  vceurt   by   King*  V.  pul.  Tyt. 
§ii«yy)^had  ^goae  from  Eoj^and :  iato  Poic^  ^-  *^-  ^-  4-  9* 
i^nt^i  mf&n  an  imrltatkin  ienf  «a  ht m  pf^^'^^'  ^^ 
£dlc^  ^trl  ^f)  A%oti  and  kibg^rjerisfaktnv 
<:|i(bMetirry  Cj^ftaxblda,  daughter  andheireis  td 
0<iamend'4W^yoiHiger»  and  vpioee  to  Meli^ 
^bnte^  ikt  mfeisifik'4t  king.   >%tkfts  matdk 
jbectfbbtined^ithe  2prmcipaii^  «df  Aniioch^;^ i># 
"Vdicah  <2^ik^^if d  TarCus^iro'e  thea  aanexodi^ 
l)iibMteferc9y0r<riiaon  taken  from  him  by  .the 
>@reek^:e;mipciO£^'foka^itke  ibfi.  of.  Alexius^ 
•orii^TOn^Jid^^Mb  wa&  competed  to.do^hot-f.^    .. 
AKftgecfiBir  jJtitAiodu^ii^li^  z&tt;^^ 
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Ym  3^qoimi94  ibft  a<«t  j.jb  syMirfir«qd  jd^tyi 

Fj^j9C(5iwfep  bpifig  refrej[b94iji#»d  FettntniotoiM 
nasKjg.  p;  j|9pftLfernB4»felQ!i  b^djr :  of  tstat^^fl^ 

.c9uUii^i(ni!^lf  hring  infif^che  ^^hiv  iioigkft  hbm 

be?ii  ?:We..tp  pcrfonw  very  gl(m>jMiSKp\me(i 

V.  Nenbti-    Xha^. 'PFiB^e  hod  thp.  |iigh«;3i-  r^iutfttite  fiw 

f'^l;^^';  cojttpage  wui  wHrapy  .abUkJfs,.  *>fu{rfJroM»d 

^jtiv.  c!  a  1 .'  l^atin  Chiiiftkas  ^  Syci?!  s  fir  P^le^itw  vi  i»att 

wa^  he  l^fs  fain«<i  for  the  t^|t^)t&j!;«if  ^i^fanlik 

a^dinilau^ticHi;:  which  Jbe  inovn  es^rfp^'Afi 

perf^?4e.  the  French  king. tQ  tjafrt  hfe  liofiri^ 

in  cpRJttDjdlion  vwith.hiw,  .i^giftft:-Ak^p«J 

or  iM?P  ofh^r  .town,  »4j^c;B«t.t<>  Ws  ifO^ 

tiers;  hoping,  tfaa^  whatfoeN^r  tbey:t0)oald 

conquer  from  the  Turks,  would  aft^jlvesBdq 

lae  annj?xe4  t<>.,lv^  prijjcip^iliy,  Fuy-bfij^efc 

fchemes,  he;  not,  oply.  made  court  ,tQ;lk»)ish 

\3\xt,  by  the  Hxpft.  ge^f rou«  prd«ot&;afwljtiw» 

jnoft  wi^ining  mftijiners,  fndeaMOUilfldjtO^pMa 

^U  the  bafons  in  the  ^roiy  .to=  fayofihis^*?* 

pofe,     Hf!  more pa^tic^|g^Iy  fopghtto i«gra* 

ti^te   himfelf  with  the  ypungi  queeovj^his 

.    niece;    thinkii;jg  tli»^  pqfliblyj   Ike  nnght 

jiave  mpre  in^uence  over.  th&mind'Qf'hf^r 

^  injlband,  than  any  q{  h'^  counfenoi»>;  m^ 

j,^"iy,f/^'!?i,  he,fucceed?4  (9  welii  .that .Que ;.-ljccwi»e.  very 
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BotliWrft  ^^ftw^lAudy'refiifed  to  engage  ^'  ^^"^"^^ 
.]^i^t««p«dict«Ottj  4ill>het  hid  ^tiformed  hHi 
^g»irxm::>J«iti^l«^^  or^^ld  f^elatvy^^dbkitioii 
eoqocirdifigi tly^i  pkiY^  ^iid  c<kidii(3^«f  the  wa^ 

Ibne^iiiillistitlrife  :^ifc^  df  J^tf(y6m,c  andHlie 

p^E^^viiie  l^ei(bll<^*iipi^h«)#^'Uitdert9kl{ig6i  ^ 

.k6>ad^t«btrtRi  hii»;  Va$  trmth  dif^^ 

aiTdd«^@i0dH{j^  :>r€Ceii(»dv  this  dirappemt- 

.iaaw4q x43lAOft^m|p  Ije  was  angtily  conaplaift- 

jHg  «ito4tflBi^i  a{Ad*ift4>ouring-to-€flgage  thfe  '  '  /' 

b^ife^of  Fr<^cb  to-prevail  upon  thcb  maf-^Geft.Lodor. 

*ticirj  ta  ^alttopife Is  ^flimd;  that  monarch,  on  a  v»-  '^g-  c*  15, 

.^iwWrfiH  aflembi«id  his  coUiKili  and  comift^^ 

nkai^i^c^'  tfetem    a  violent  ^ppfehenfion,  27.  ' 

which  ^  htd)  €43nceivcd,  of  a  plot  formcfd 

Igq^yteAhd^  /lo  take  frona  him-  hfs  qu^er^i 

mhjoj^  hdifii^pbfedi  was  hcrfolf  t^ttfeirtting  to 

IHeofiipf^'  -AH  ills -ootinfelforsi  much  iur- 

jpbkcedplifld*  either  alarmed -at*  the  danger, 

ot^fysL^in^^td  oppofothe  bent  of*  his  mind  in 

m^^^QdP^of  this  datttte,  ad^^ifed  him  to  gb 

tUbit itrighe  ottt' of  Aiitiochi  and  carry  Eleanor 

wsjii  cjliffi:^,'  .hoW^<6?  unwil4ing  ihe  might  be 

tOi^pEtrti  >t?ithdiit^^ny  notice  given,  cither 

t4>'%^,ofei'il)^i< 'Uixclei    '  This  was  accordingly 

cicfccu«ediV  h^'^g^t  one  of  the  gates  to  be 

tJfjgncd  t^a  hitn^^at  nwdnight,    bore  off  the 

j^feetvtO' the  m^in'^body  of  his  army,  which 

Jwas    enoampcd  -without  .  the    waUs^     and 

jjjaFck^'  fj:Q?a}  feh^ppe  as  haftiljr  as  he  could 

,  ;r: ;    '  .  XO 
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to  Jixrafaicini.  ilii' werSoidbr  itiithmi  ^eifithv 

g^rauodsF  of  ffx  ftir»ige  jft  Iproceedii^iist'Ofil^r'^ 

l^Jb  ^^fcb  ^®  ^nccrtttn  reports  ct  adc^nje^Shims.  ^  Fernet 

aniT'iIsk.    hme  accuibd  BIbataor  of  :>an  atnour  wkbi^itH 

V.  Gill-  Tyr.  ttticlc«  .  He  »waft:*iKteed.i(as  vte^e  iiffiiifcd  fcwi 

l^.c.  zx.  ^^  acdbb^liop of  Tyrc^Turhflkftrtcw  Jtmiweli^. 

the  liandfomeft'li^inQe  of ^ik  tiine>'  andimotel 

oniabk  ilili  b|^  the  ^itam^  f  k^  his  /#if /andi 

demeanor,  ^  thaa  by^  hia^  beato t^  $  vJiitfa,5Mta 

^ded  to  the  luftre  of  /a  gitsat  teptttotioii  ifo^ 

fitrfonai  valouiv  txught  wqUf ;  fednoe  srdafi^lij 

lieart :  »>r  wsts  chat  pnnceis  iei^  tapabteuofi 

ififpiriiig  than  of  icding  a  viol^ttt  paf5tJ»J 

But  one  cannot  eftfily  bdaeiise  that  hidiwooid' 

attoiipt  to  ddbeaitch  his  nioQe>  mischilci^nttt^ 

take  her  o|)enly  away  from  hsx  h^sdbniAi^^ 

wbofe  poiirer  he  was  reryi^nablepti»:jtie^|{i: 

It  is  iUll  moreiincredible^  that  fhe^eoiddi^^ 

tlxtaily:  forget  lier  ^wn  dignity^  and  ^alktkel 

pride  of  her  fbcy .  as  to  be  WiUuig  to  ddS^fid : 

from  the  throne  of  the  firft  kiii^gdamiiia> 

Europe,  and  Hve  with  him^  as  a  mifhSKft^ 

^hile  another  lady,  thepnncefsCdnftantia^V 

"'  ftill  kept  pc^fiion  of  kis  bed,  as  aiwi&tri 

To  makie  room  for  herth^e,  by  a  i^ov&kj' 

vfa^iiotm  his  power t  for,  nc^withftandingq 

"^       the  wonderfni  and  moft  icaadaloms  ea&iB^) 

'   ,    ^     of  the  Roman  fee,  in  that  age,  withjrfcgafii 

.        ito  the  didblving  of  marriage,  tine  pope  ivrouldv 

|iot  have  given  fo  monftroirs  a  faiiKflicuai  ta ' 

aduUry,   rape,,  and  inceil,  vail  complicated  i 

together,  upon  any  pretcrtcr;  efpdciaUy  wbeire  *: 

fd  great  a  kki^  .was  jcoQcerflted^     Aod  by;  dL^ ; 

vorciftg 
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fnft;iiighjb  wife)  Mit  1^^  beMi  in^bit  ji6tvfer/ 
qri.^tUUog^  httlil«if  <tf>  her>  b^  tsny  other 
itMonij  mMt  ptrfl^iiMbte^  and  XftOre  wtclml^^ 
H9ijM9t9A  -mtfvM  hMi%  ioft  hft  qsiMcipdi^ 
tQd  t)fbrke  held  it  in  right  ^^^^^  ^^'^         ; 

^iwording  «&  MM«h«ur  Pariidlj^  itr^tiras.iiot  otivid.  Matt..   ' 
ibipioibii^of  ah  iiiitfligQe  with  dftis  pritice^'P^^^fttbaaat 
Itiitswith  a{IVIahomettn>  vkoni  ^ndote  »de''^^' 
iMtoe^  'ifatt  the"  fame  6f  fikftni^r. ikflferal.v 
Aod  ViBttent  de  >Bem:itaiSy  who  wrote  «ab<)tttv 
tili^lfiHfM  tknie^  ii^{>ate»/tl^&  ftirpicioti«>  whieh  specoinm  hi* 
liwi«r«o|iceived  of  her,  #hfle  he  was  in  rimi^ofi«'«-  **«• 
]£aftyttQ  her  having  received  fome  prefents 
^itefitkdin;  meaning,  Iprefume,  ttiegreat 
pdnteiidf  ihiit  naii]e>  t^>  about  thirty  yearr 
aftftiWivl,  cmquered  the  Holy  land.     But 
tfat&rwat  itt|iofllb)« ;  fw  that  fultan  was  net 
ik^ttblw^tk  years  old.    Nor  does  he  aicribe 
Ymt^  ditfsoroe  to  lAus  aloiie>  hvd  to  a  gieneral 
charge  of  incontinence  $  which  is  alfo  brought 
againft hereby  a  contem{ioraTy  writer,  of  the 
»«ail»ft}:aiRhoril^,   William  archbifhop  of 
Tyre;     Yetthe  l«tter  has  left  his  readers  as'Gui.Tyr. 
iSMch^in  the  dxtky  as  rfll  the  other  hiftorians  ■'  *^**  ^*  *7' 
whan  lived  in  thofe  day«,  with  regard  to  the 
perfiinifhe  i»trigued  with^      Some  of  the  Duplex  ct 
mt^fUaiifient  miCMicrn  writers  have  ^^^"^^' ^andctiflo* 
tltat^dielovtr,  1vh<»n  Louis  was  jealous  of,' f^^oUafrehi.' 
wafeuayoqng  Turki.  bpra  in  the  city  of  An-ftoirc(de» 
tkich^;aiMl  converted  to  Cbriftianiiy  a  little  ^^^f^^"^^ 
bfafi^roithiscru^de.  :They  call  him  S^Iadin,  Suger,  l.  vl. 
f^nd>itK)ft'Of  them  tell  m,  that  the  queen  vfz^V<^Ttotrevol, 
ff^vei  ifo-fprfake  ji^r  hufband,  and  go  off ^'  ^'^^^'• 
^jti/ry:  with 
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with  this  galiint,  byhcir  unde^s advke.  Such 
a  ftory.does  not  feem.td  merit  th€  regard 
^/chriof*^^^      they  have  given  to  it,  efpecially  aot 
dcihiftoirc    being  vouqhed  by  any  writer  who  lived  in 
<k  France,  et  tj^ofe  tin^es*     Upon  the  whole,  it  is  probable 
*^"*  that  the  jealoufy  of  the  king  had  no  otbef . 

object  than  Prince  Raymond  himfelf,  and 
was  ill  fouprded;  having  only  been  excited, 
by  fome  youthful  Jevity  in  the  queen's  be- 
haviour, and  by  the  warmth  fhe  expreflcd 
for  the  interefts  of  her  uncle ;  or,  at  moft, 
by  an  inclination,  which  ihe  might  discover, 
to  ftay  with  him  at  Antioch,  while  Louis 
was  in  Paleftine,  and  which  he  might  en- 
courage, without  meaning  to  caufe  a  total 
feparation  between  her  and  her  hufband. 
V-Gcft-Lud.  xhis  opinion  is  well  warranted  by  the  words 
Ip!^chcVne.  ^^  ^^  niftorian  who  lived  in  that  age.  And 
the  fame  writer  adds,  that  there  were  many 
who  blamed  the  king,  for  having,  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  left  Antioch,  difgraced 
the  royal  dignity:  which  is  alfo  confirmed 
by  the  archbiihop  of  Tyre.  Raymond  was 
of  a  pafTionate  d^d  fiery  temper,  and  might, 
L  xviTc.'^;.  i^  ^is  anger,  throw  out  fome  hafty  words, 
which  alarmed  I^ouis,  whofc  mind  was  li- 
able to  fudden  impreiHons,  and  violent  in  all 
its  motions,  fiut  to  imagine,  that  the  prince 
could  have  meditated,  either  the  rape  of  the 
queen,  or  any  attempt  againft  the  life  of  the 
king,  is  to  fuppofe  him  a  madman :  for  he 
murt  by  fuch  outrages  have  drawn  on  himfelf 
inevitable  deftfuftion  i.  as,  the  whole  Chrif-* 

tiaa 
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tiM'WirW  'v(roul(J''^yriiihljrhavi!^nfe€e  thern- 
'feW^.  lihc  aVeii^fs"  oF  Louis;  and'  he  coiiM 
Wpe^'  i*j  affiftthcc  <eV*n  'from  liis  own  fixb- 
j«ial*'2  ''in  m  bthtr  parts  oF  his'  eonduft  he 
5fc!4«^  d-  mah  oF  gbbd-  fenfe,  afrd  =  riot  fo 
toi^tfb'io  IKti  ^6xW:r'df 'hii  paffions  as  to 
retieferf^broliiWiy  dtaf  to  the  -rdicc  of  his 
^'6i!RiiP.    Whdtt"thertfoty  the  fcbiwift^Iors  of 
li^ufs'^iaivlfed'  hifri  to  carry  his  q\ieen  out  til" 
'/iiii?il6ai?,  in  the  ritariner  he ,  did,- they  only 
•#4^rM  KSS  hniabvir,'  or  •were"frife<fted  with 
^i^fl*('&ml  imaginary  fear,  catight  on  a  fud* 
*ldHfr Jfrbtai'him;  Without  weighing  tlic  argii- 
:ift<inWjtff '  improbability, ,  which'  oppofcd  the 
'bfellef  of  what  he  urged.    Indeed  there  -at* 
llPhftitiy  inftanceis;  m  all  times,  of  minifltrt  .    , 
4llth"6rifing  the  fbllies  of  kings  fnSm  biefc;,  ,' 
^i)feipla?fitoce,  that  I  rather  fhbuld  irtpxrte  v  .• .. 
tfM8"aaViee  to  that  motive,  than  to  dR' brfor 
■ftV  jadgiherit.     As  foon  asLoiKs''imv^'at 
*3'ieW^m,''he  wrotb  to  Abbot  Sbgira  letftlr 
^offcttlffiidtencc  oii  tfiis  extraordwiry  bufiriefsl 
-K'A^V^   was  puBlifhedr  bttt^the  zrif^, 
-\M&i  -th^t  •  ttiihitthr  iriade-  to  'tt^' we^hatB,     „ ..,   ,  _ 
•iShd^is  in  thife  i^brdj  "■Withffegai^d'tbyVj.v^^^ 
:**  thtJ  queen ,-''y6ur  Cbhfbrt, -T.^  pffefume^  to  ap.  Dtidief»e, 
''•«  'iiedbriimerid  ^o"  you, ''under "l&tthiii?ion' 'to *P''^ 57- 
-  *'''t3uT' own  pleaftire,  that  yiou  Sklt^d'hak- 
y»ki  t^^^prjf^g   ranebttr   bf -your'tnirid,' ^-/r«y 
"• »"  t^erP  H}e,  ti?t  God  ^all  giveyou  a  fafsr  f c;-  ^ 
■"  tdrii  ^o  your   kingdom,   Wheii  ybu  'rhd^  .  .  . 

'■**'  take-'the  moft  proper  mcafures;ii;i  this  in  J 

•  »*^thef  affair's."   •    •■ -■  "      -  ■-'-   "  ■••••' 

The 
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Jgoofc^J-^      The  wonlif  if  4npf4W^  k,  indkatfe;  I* 

^  '•''  ^  think,  Tcry  plainly,  tiwt \Uwus  had  ao  proof, 
of  guilt  in  Eleanor:  fgr^  had  there  ap|)e»ft4 
againft  her  any  thing  more  than  iqfpiciont 
S^ger  could  not  have  exprefled  a  doubt,  whe- 
ther he  retained  hia  refentment«  And^  from 
all  that  is  iaid  by  ^at  miniiler  on  this  fub^ 
jed:,  one  may  judge  that  he  did  not  thiiik  the 
fufpicion  well  founded.  He  could  not  fay 
m.orey  without  directly  blaming  hi^  mafter, 
for^  the  fteps  he  had  already  taken  upon  it; 
but  this  was  enough  to  ftop  him  from  further 
aifts  of  that  nature^  and  to  gain  time  for  in- 
iliUing  into  his  mind  fuch  advice,  as  he  would 
not  have  endured  before  his  paffion  was 
cooled  by  reflexion*  The  effed:  was  fo  good, 
that  he  not  only  continued  to  live  with  the. 
queen>  while  they  remained  in  the  Eaft» 
without  any  open  marks  of  hatred  or  diiguft^ 
huthad  aduld  by  her,  who  was  born  about  five 
or  fix  months  after  his  return  into  France : 
which  appears  to  afford  a  very  ftrong  prefum- 
tion,  that  he  was  not  convinced  of  her  ha- 
ving difhpnored  his  bed:  for  had  he  been  fo» 
it  Iwdly  can  be  fuppofed^  that  he  would 
ever  have  admitted  her  to  it  again. 

A.  D.  1148.     WhentheFrcnch  arrivedat  Jerufalem,  they 

found  there  the  emperor  Gonrade,  with  whom 

V.  Gttl.  Tyr-  LquIs,  after  having  fomctimcftaidin  that  city, 

^^'^^ii\\\'^^  order  to  pay  his  devotions  at  all  the  holy 

places,  went  to  Ptolcmais,  or  Accon,  where 

agreat  council  was  held,  to  concert  a  plan  of 

opera- 
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i6peraticm«r  for  carryiog  oatbe  wir  agsdoft  tbe 
Mahomf  tans^    There  were  prefeat^  befides 
the  prijQcea  aod  nobles  of  France,  two  Ic^ 
g3.te^  pf  thepope;  one  of  whom  had  attended 
the.cana{>  of  the  emperor,  and  the  other  that 
of  I>oui$^  Henry  duke  of  Auflxia^  the  em<* 
peror's  brother^  Frederick  duke  of  Suahia^ 
his  nephew;  with  many  other  nobles  of  Ger-» 
many  and  of  Italy  3  the  young  king  of  Jeru* 
falem;    and  all  the  principsd  lords  of  hif 
kingdom*  After  ibme  deliberation,  they  una^ 
nimouHy  refolved  to  lay  iiege  to  Daroafcus^ 
Their  forces  united  were  fufficient  to  take 
that  city,  and  thqy  began  very  happily:  but 
(as  if  a  fpirit  of  infatuation  had  feized  all 
thpjfe  who  engaged  in  this  war)  they  changed 
their  attack,  when  it  was  juft  on  the  point 
of  being  fuccefsful,  and  deprived  themfelvcs 
of  the  benefit  of  proviiions  and  water,  which 
they  had  been  plentifully  fupplied  with,  in 
their  former  fituation,  but  found  no  poiOibi- 
lity  of  procuring  on  the  fide  which  they  had 
lemoved  to.    Nor  could  tbey  return,  *when 
they  diicovered  the  ill  confequences  of  what 
they  had  done;  becaufe  all  the  approaches 
were  feized  by  the  enemy^  and  fixengthened 
with  barricades,  and  other  defences,  which 
had  been  wanting  before.   It  is  faid,  that  this^ 
error  in  their  condiKft  was  owing  to  treache- 
jpus  counfcls,  given  by  the  nobles  of  Palcf- 
tiRCy,  who,  having  notice  of  an  intention,  in 
.the  chiefs  of  the  crufade,  to  deliver  the  city» 
when  taken,  to  the  earl  of  Flanders,  as  a 

Oatc; 
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Book  I.  ftate  independent  on  the  kingdom  of  Jcrufa-^ 
^  ^  lem,  were  fo  much  offended,  that  they  ra- 
ther wiftied  to  have  it  continue  under  the 
power  of  the  Turks.  Another  reafon  af- 
figned  for  it  is,  that  they  were  influenced  by 
the  prince  of  Antioch  to  defeat  this  under- 
taking, becaufc  he  malicioufly  defired  to  dif- 
grace  the  French  king.  And  a  ftrong  fufpi- 
cion  prevailed  of  their  having  been  bribed 
by  the  Turks  of  Damafcus.  But  thefe  re- 
ports were  all  uncertain;  nor  (even  admitting 
the  truth  of  them)  do  they  much  ferve  to 
difdulpate  the  emperor  and  his  royal  confede- 
rate, who  certainly  (hould^  not  have  altered 
the  plan  of  their  fiege,  without  a  more  care- 
ful attention  to  what  might  enfue  from  it,  in 
deference  to  any  opinions  or  counfels. 

The  ill  fucccfs  of  this  enterprize,  and  the 
jealoufy,  which   very  naturally  arofe  froni 
thence,  in  the  minds  of  the  crufaders,   that 
they  were  betrayed  even  by  thofe  they  came 
V,  Soger cp.   to  aflift,  made  them  unwilling  to  undertake 
57, 94,96.     any  other.    The  emperor  firft  departed,  and 
c.  27.  returned  home  by  lea,  without  any  further 

Viijcforc  vie  difafter;  and  after  him  moft  of  the  Germans 
and  the  French;  but  Louis,  defirihg  to  do 
fome  aft,  which  might  ferve  the  Chriftiah 
caufe  in  thofe  parts  of  the  world,  lingered 
in  Paleftine  as  long  as  he  could;  tiH  the  fe- 
ditious  cabals  of  the  earl  of  Dreux,  his  bro- 
ther, againft  him,  in  France,  and  the  pref- 
fing  inftances  of  abbot  Suger,  obliged  him 

to 
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^  rettoirn'  to  his  kingdom.  He  failed  to  Ca- 
labria, and  from  thence  went  to  Rome,  where 
he  very  eagerly  proj5ofed  to  Eugeriius  the 
•Third,  who  was  ftill  in  that  fee,  the  fend- 
'ing  of  Bernard  to  preach  another  crufade,  in 
^which  he  declared  himfelf  willing  and  ready 
to  join.  This  appears  almoft  incredible :  but 
•the  firmnefs  df  a  hero  is  not  fo  invincible  as 
•the  obftinacy  of  a  bigot.  Louis  had  a  mixture 
t)f  both  in  his  mind,  efpecially  of  the  latter, 
and  imagined  that  the  blood  of  his  innocent 
fubjed:s,  flied  by  him  at  Vitry,  would  be 
waftiedofffrom  his  foul  by  that  of  the  Infidels. 
Even  the  fhame  of  having  failed  iti  this  ex-^ 
pedition  impelled  him  to  another^  wherein, 
by  purfuing  a  different  plan  of  condud,  he 
hoped  to  recover  the  honor  he  had  loft.  But 
other  princes  were  far  from  being  in  the  fame 
difpofition.  All  Europe  was  full  of  loud  coih^* 
•plaints  againft  Bernard.  Two  hundred  thou»- 
•fand  men  had  miferably  perifhed  in  this  cru- 
fadc^  which  he  had  encouraged  with  pro^- 
phecies  of  the  niioft  happy  fuccefs :  nor  had 
one  foot  of  land  been  gained  from  the  Infi- 
dels, or  the  leaft  fervice  done  to  the  Chrifti^ 
afts  in  Afia,  for  whofe  benefit  it  wis  uAder*- 
takeni  One  cannot  therefore  wonder,  thai 
the  public  refentment  (hoiild  fall  very  heavy 
on  the  chief  authof  of  fuch  a  fatal  delufion. 
The  apology,  which  he  made  for  himlelf  in  v.  Bernard  de 
a  letter  to  Eugenius  the  Third,  was  by  no  confideratione 
means  fufiicient.  He  pleaded  there,  "that  he  pap^^f  a",'"'^ 
had  only  preached  the  crufade  in  obedience 
Vol;  II.  K  to 
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to  the  orders  received  from  that  pope.    Buf 
he  did  more  than  preach  i  he  prophefied^  and 
pretended  to  miracles.    The  pope  did  not 
command  him  to  take  on  hinifclf  the  charac- 
ter of  a  perfon  infpired  by  God,  ijor  to  draw 
in  the  people  by  falie  predidion8>  to  which 
he  gained  credit  by  an  appearance  of  miracles 
equally  falfc.    For,  to  ftfppofe  that  true  mi- 
racles were  really  done  by  bina,  in  confirma- 
tion of  his  having  received  rev6la{ik>n$  frorm 
God,  which  the  event  proved  to  be  falfb,  is 
fuch  an  abfurdity,  and  fuch  an  impiety,  a;s 
one  would  think  fuperftition  itielf  (hould  re- 
jedt.    His  plea,  that  the  vices  of  thofe  who 
had  engaged  in  this  expedition  offended  God 
and  thereby  changed  the  fuccefs'  whidi  he 
^ceVertot     had  piw^i^^,  is  frivolous.    For  (as  the  ju- 
J^'^j^^^^^'j^Jdicious  hidorian,  Vertot,  well  obfeifvea)  if 
f.  loi.  'he  bad  been  endowed  with  the  gift  ^^ prophecy 
upon  this  occqfQHj  be  (Wfghtf  i>y.  thatfuperna^ 
tural  light 9  to  havekMwn^  that  they  wmld  of- 
fend Godf  and  therefore  "op^zfld  be  punified  by  all 
the  misfortune  Si  with  which  they  oBuaUy  were 
overwhelmed^  injiead  of  thojh  vi^aries,  wl^icA^ 
be,  as  God's  minifiery  bad  fnade  i^em  expeSt. 
It  docs  not  even  appear  fronx  the  evidewe^of 
any  one  cont^nporary  a^uthpr,  that,  during 
the  courfe  of  this  holy  war,  the  enormities 
of  the  Germans  and  the  French  were  fo  great 
as  to  deferve  fo  grievous  a  punifhment.  The 
piety  of  Louis  was  moft  finccre;  nor  is  he 
accufed  oi  any  vice:  and  Conrade  behaved 
himfelf^  in  every  re^ed,  like  a  good  and 

re- 
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Migtout  ^jridce;  which  is  the  chzn&et  gU  *<*  t^ 
Vea  bi hink  by  eVety  hiftorijin  wbd  has  treated  v^Gd!TJt* 
thii  fbbje^«  Their  armies  were  liept  by  them  1.  xviu  €•  g| 
u>  ftt  leaf):  a6  ^<^  order,  and  {^raAifed  all 
duties  6f  morality  or  religioni  with  at  ka{( 
as  mtch  ftrt£kixe&^  as  thdfe  of  the  firft  cfd^ 
facie,  which  had  ht^tx  mort  ibcGefsfal.  But 
even  allowing  the  fadt>  that  dlefo  were  mord 
Vicious,  the  confequences  drdwii  from  it  ill 
jiiftiflcalioft^  of  Bernard  cinnat  Be  adraitttd; 
His  predi<£l:ions  were  f^fiMe,  attd  under  no 
teferv^s  or  conditions.  IJpon  the  whole,  hd 
had  no  etcufe^  but  that^  tircdrding  \Jb  thd 
general  fi^th  of  th<)fe  times^  be  thought  i( 
expedient  and  lawful  fo  \i&  pious  Jlraudsi  foi 
the  advaiKentent  of  a  good  and  holy  defigrti 
fueh  as  he  took  this  to  be*  It  was  very  na-^ 
tural^  therefore^  that  the  tx^ny  ftifferers  by 
Hms  fraud  fliould  be  extrenrrely  Incenfed  a^ 
gaihi)' theimpolloi',  and  againft  the  pope  him^ 
ifelf,  for  the  fllare  he  had  in  that  niinotts  en* 
terprife,  which  had  alisftoft  depopulated  th$ 
beft  pirt  of  Europet  Eugenius^  knowing 
this^  contented  liimfelf  with  admiririg.  and 
prai&ng  the  zeal  of  Loat6>  and  the  ardor 
which  he  expreft  for  another  crufadtf:  but 
po  other  was  formed  till  after  jerufalem  had 
been  conquered  by  Saladin,  wherf  that  mo^^^ 
narch  again  took  the  crdfs^  with  Henry  th<? 
Second^  king  of  England,  the  emperor  Fre* 
dcrick  Barbaroffa,  and  nfiany  other'  princes^ 
as  will  be  (hewn  in  the  latter  part  of  this  ^'jg*^ 
hiftory.    He  and  the  queen  of  France  am- 
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vcd  fafe  in  that  kingdom,  about  the  end  of 
autumn,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty 
nine.  Probably  the  earl  of  Meulant  and  Ro- 
y.  S.  Donel   ger  de  Moubray  returned  in  their  company : 

^'r'l^Hruft  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^'  '^^'  ^^^  afterwards  they 
ftjbann.i?48.  hoth  Came  to  England,  and  that  the  latter 
was  celebrated  above  all  his  companions,  for 
having  vanquiflied  an  emir,  or  prince  of  the 
Turks,  in  fingle  combat. 
H.deHant.    ,  But  of  all  the  adventurers,  who  had  en- 
fea"2o^  ^^^  g^g^^  ^^  thi^  crufade,  none  were  fo  fuccefs- 
Chron.Norm.  ful,  as  a  fleet  of  private  men,  about  fourteen 
fub.  ann  1 1 47.  thoufaild  without  reckoning  the  failors ;  mod 
narch.Tufit!^"  ^^  which  number  were  Ertglifli,  but  joined 
par.  iii.      *  to  fome  Normans,    Flemings,    and  others, 
F^*°vft^^     who  affociated  themfelves  under  feveral  chiefs, 
Portug.         ®^  under  one  of  fo  little  diftinftion,  that  his 
name  is  not  mentioned  in  the^  contemporary 
A.  D.  1146.  hiftorians.    They  fet  fail  from  England  for 
Ptolemais  or  Joppa^  but  were  driven  by  ftorms 
into  the  river  Tagus,  juft  when  Alphonfo. 
the  Firft,  king  of  Portugal,  was  befiegingf 
Lifbon,    which    was  ftill  pofleffed  by   the 
Moors.    He  was  much  ftartled  at  firft,  uporf 
feeing  this  fleet,  which  he  fuppofed  came 
from  Africa,  or  from  fome  of  the  Mahome- 
tan princes  in  Spain,   to  the  relief  of  the^ 
town:   but  when  he  found  who  they  were^ 
his  fears  were  changed  into  joy;  he  went 
himfelf  to  receive  them,   and,  with  many 
careflJes,  befought  them  to  aflift  him  in  con- 
quering from  the  Infidels  fo  important  aplace ; 
which  would  be  as  meritorious  a  fervice  ta 

..  Chriften- 
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Chriflendom,  and  entitle  them  as  much  ito 
all  the  indulgences  granted  by  Rome,  as  ma- 
king war  againft  the  Saracens  or  Turks  of 
the  Eafti  They  agreed  to  his  reafoning,  and, 
having  joined  their  forces  to  his,  took  the 
city,  after  a,  long  and  brave  defence.  Thus 
was  this  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
conquered  from  the  Moors,  in  the  year  ele- 
ven hundred  and  forty  feven,  chiefly  by  the 
aid  of  the  Englifh  and  Normans.  Alphonfo,  ' 
aflifted  by  the  fame  valiant  allies,  made  him- 
felf  mafter,  foon  afterwards,  of  other  diftrids 
belonging  to  the  Moors  iri*thofc  parts;  which 
fucceflTes  con^med  to  that  illuftrious  founded 
of  the  Portuguefe  monarchy  the  throne  he 
had  been  raifed  to  about  ten  years  before. 

But,  while  fome  of  the  Englifti  were  thus 
maintaining  the  fame  of  the  nation  in  foreign 
lands,  England  was  miferably  torn  and  dif- 
tradted  with  all  the  rage  of  civil  war,  fuffer-i 
ing  flill  more  by  that  inward  clamity,  than 
the  Empire  or  France  by  the  crufade.  A  con-  vid.  Hii^. 
temporary  writer  fays,  that  more  than  a  third ^^^*^^'^* 
of*  it's  inhabitants  perijhed.  Even  thofe  En- 
glifti who  died  in  Afia,  fighting  for  a  caufe 
thdy  fuppofed  to  be  holy  were  not  fo  unhap-*  . 
py,  as  thofe  who  remained  fpedtators  or  in 
ftruments  of  the  ruin  of  their  country,  con-»^ 
tending  rather  for  the  choice  of  a,  tyrant,  or 
the  fuperiority  of  one  fadtion  over  another, 
than  for  any  lalutary  change  in  the  govern-i 
ipent. 

K  3   '  ^      The 
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Book  t        The  JQy  thU  Matilda  felt,  from  the  vic:f 

M&*W   tory  wp?>  by  tHe  §arl  of  Qloceftef  at  Wilton, 

W*s  quickly  i^amped,  by  the  news  {he  he?ir(| 

qf  thpunfortvin^te  death  of  Miloetirl  of  Herc7 

«ft.  stepb.   fflrd.     Aft^r  having  cfcaped  the  grcafeff  dan^ 

L^'g.  p.  960.  g^j.^  pf  ^jjj.^  which  no  nian  ever  braved  with 

gly,  Chjon.  iwoFe  intrepidity,  he  was  accidentally  fliot 

^4sn*U43-  through  theheart  by  an  arrow,  which  onQ 

of  his  own  knights,  whom  he  took  out  to 

bui>t  in  cqmpany  with  hinj,  aimed  at  a  <lag, 

^at  pafled  betwecp  them* 

It  fc^m^  as  if  Providence,  by  balancing 

^U3  the  fuccefs  of  Matilda  wi^  this  unex4 

pedlfd  n^isfortune  to  her  party,   of  which 

^  |bat  gentleman  had  been  one  of  the  ftrongeft 

•    *  lupports,  meant  to  prolong  the  pui^ifliment 

pf  the  ijatiQnj  which,  by  an  univerfal  cor- 

mptipn,  had  drawn  qn  itfelf  the  fcourge  of 

this  pivil  war.    The  con^plicated  guilt  o| 

perjury,  faftion,  and  fhamelefs  venaTity,  lay 

heavy  upon  it,  and  was  naturally  and  juftly 

fpllpwed  by  a  general  ruin»    Befides  all  the 

mifchiefs  defcribed  before,  a  terrible  faminq 

titti.  Stcpli.   ®^w  raged  in  moft  parts  of  England;  the  war 

Jleg.  p.  961,  and  the  many  vexations  that  the  people  en- 

^  '    '      dured,  having occafioned,  for  forne  years paA, 

a  failure    pf  tillage.     The  flcfh  of  horfes 

and  dogs,  with  other  unyfual  and  Ipathfoma 

food,  which  they  were  taught  to  ufe  by  dire 

neccffity,  became  the  chief  fupport  of  the 

poori   infinite  numbers  of  them  dying  of 

hunger,  or  of  epidemical  diftempers,   pro- 

*  '        duced 
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duced  by  bad  nottriflmicnt.  For  though  in 
this  year,  eleven  hundred  and  forty  three, 
the  feafon  was  favorable,  and  wherever  the 
lands  had  been  tilled  the  crop  was  good,  it 
was  in  many  places  left  ftandipg,  and  fuf- 
fered  to  rot  on  the  ground,  for  want  of  hand$ 
to  cut  it  down ,-  becaufe  moft  of  the  hufband- 
meh  had  fled  with  their  faonlies  out  of  the 
realm^  and  others,  having  been  forced  to 
quit  their  dwellings,  had  built  wretched  huts, 
in  church-yards,  or  round  the  walls  of  t^e 
churches  hoping  to  find  a  fandiuary  there, 
againft  the  oppr^fiions  and  cruelties  of  the 
foldiery  j  and  not  daring  to  depart  from  thence 
to  their  labour;  fo  that  they  not  only  fufFered 
the  prefent  famine,  but  continued  that  ca- 
lamity to  the  following  year.  Thefe  mifcr  ity.  p.  963,1 
ries  were,  indeed,  rtiore  grievoufly  felt  in 
thofe  parts  pf  England,  which  ftill  remained 
under  the  flominion  of  Stephen,  or  were 
the  theatre  of  the  war  between  the  two  par- 
ties. Fori  after  (he  viiSory  gained  at  Wilton, 
the  earl  of  Glpcefter  took  care  that  the  coun- 
ties, in  which  his  fifter's  authority  was  quietly 
fettled,  fhould  not  be  harralTed  by  dilorders 
from  hisown  troops,  or  any  unneceffary  ex- 
4<ftions.  But  of  this  a4vantage  the  fudden 
change  of  affairs,  which  happened  not  long 
afterwards^,  deprived  them  again,  apd  made 
them  as  miferable  as  the  refl  of  the  kingdom. 
The  young  prince,  by  whom  Providence  dcT 
iigned  to  deliver  thcin  fron^  all  thefe  evils, 
was  not  yet  mature  for  fuch  a  work;,  and 

K  4  nei-» 
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neither  Stephen,  nor  Matilda,  was  fit  tq. 
perform  it.  Perhaps  ho  civil  war  was  ever 
carried  on,  for  fo  long  a  time,  with  fo  little 
afFedtipn,  or  efteem,  in  either  of  the  parties 
for  the  fovereign  whom  they  fought  for,  or- 
with  fo  much  indifference  to  the  good  of  the 
publick.  It  had  been,  for  feveral  years,  a 
mere  conflid:  of  fadtions,  kept  up  by  the 
l)atred  that  they  bore  to  each  other,  by  the 
pride  of  not  acknowledging  themfelves  over- 
come, or  by  the  fear  of  fubmitting  to  thofe^ 
whom  they  had  injured.  And  thus  it  conti-, 
nued,  till  Henry  Plaptagenet  appeared  on  the 
fcene,  and  till  the  f^irit  of  party,  fatigued 
at  length,  and  exhaufted  by  the  violence  of 
if*s  own  fury,  began  to  fubfide,  and  yield  to 
a  general  defire  of  tranquillity,  under  the 
^authority  of  a  king,  who  knew  how  to  make 
himfelf  both  feared  and  belovpd. 

After  the  difgrace  that  the  arms  of  Ste- 
phen had  fuffercd  at  Wilton,  he  kept  him-, 
felf  entirely  upon  the  defenfive :  but,  during 
the  fpring  of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and 
A-R,ii4|.  fprty  four,  he  eilther  found,  pr  made,  by  a 
groundlefs  fufpicion,  a  new  and  dangerous 
(?nemy,  in  one  of  his  greateft  and  moft  inti- 
Neabrigcnfis,  .^^te  friends,    peoffry  de   Magnavilla,   to. 
h  i.e.  II.      ^hom,  with  other  gran t§,  he  had  given  the, 
^r^^don,  ^^rt^!^^  pf  Efl*^?-    This  r\obleman  had  been 
fabann.1144.  always  attached  to  his  fervicc;  and  no  other 
Geft.  Stcph.    ^as  more  capable  of  ferving  him  well :  for 
gell^^  ^    he  had  a  mofi  intrepid  courage,  and  an  un- 
derftanding  which  conduced  that  couragq 
'\^'  '    "^    " '     '    '   ^    Viith^ 
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with  prudence;  great  fkill  in  the  art  of  war,' 
iui4  no  lefs  fagacity  in  matters  of  ftate.    His 
ijaorals  were  perfectly  fuitable  to  the  times. 
He  regarded  the  king  more  than  the  publick, 
^nd  his  own  intereft  more  than  the  king;  was 
utterly  void  of  religion,  and   had  a  heart 
fteeled  by  nature  againft  any  tender  checks  of 
humanity.    Thus  qualified  to  advance  hiiii- 
fclf  in  civil  commotions  he  gained  the  higheft 
rank  in  the  army  of  Stephen,  and  a  principal 
fhare  of  the  government;  afting  as  his  lieu- 
tenant over  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  wherein, 
the  power  of  that  prince  was  acknowledged* 
The  fuperiority  of  his  genius  gave  him  fuch 
an  afcendant,  that  his  commands,  in  mo  ft 
places,  were  better  obeyed  than  his  mailer's. 
But  fome  unkindnefs  had  arifcn  between  him 
an4  the  queen,  ocCafioned  by  his  detaining 
the  princcfs  Conftantia,  efpoufed  to  Euftace, 
in  the  tower  of  London,  of  which  he  was 
governor,  when  flie  was  defirous  to  remove 
her  from  thence ;  which  he  did,  cither  to 
teep  fo  important  ^  charge  in  his  own  hands, 
or  from  an  opinion  that  he  could  not  be  juf- 
tified,  in  letting  her  depart  from  that  place, 
where  the  king  had  been  pleafed  to  lodge  her 
under  his  care,  without  having  an  exprefs 
command  from  himfelf.  This  feems  the  moil 
probable;  becaufc,   upon  receiving  an  order 
from  bim,  he  gave  her  up.   And,  though  in 
the  defperate  ilate  of  Stephen's  affairs,  after 
the  battle  of  Lincoln,  he,  with  all  the  other 
noblemen  who  fcf ved  that  prince,    except 
-   -       '   '     '  "  Wil- 
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^*»fc^I-^  William  of  Ipre^,  ful>mitted  to  Matilda, 
and  not  only  was  confirmed  by  her  in  his 
earldcmi^  but  received  additional  favws  (as 
appears  by  two  charters  granted  to  him  that 
year;)  yet  he  foon  left  her,  and  returned  to 
the  party  of  the  king;  who  continued  to  em- 
ploy hini  in  his  pofts  of  the  higheft  truft,  for 
more  than  three  years.  Neverthclefs,  he  now 
_gaye  ear  to  fome  of  his  favorites,  who  en* 
vied  this  great  earl,  and  fuggefted  fufpicions, 
as  if,  befides  his  having  arrogantly  ufurped 
to  himfelf  too  large  a  fhare  of  fovereign  power 
to  the  apparent  diflionor  of  the  king,  he^ 
meant  to  betray  him  to  the  emprefs.  It  does 
not  appear,  that  there  was  any  evidence  erf* 
fiich  an  intention  in  him,  ?xcept  popular  ru- 
mours, and  the  remembrance  of  the  difpotd 
t>etween  him  and  the  queen,  which  was  re- 
vived at  this  time,  and  helped  to  exafperate 
his  mafter  againft  him.  While  he  attended 
the  court  of  that  prince  at  St.  Albans,  in  a 
parliamentary  council,  he  was,  without  legal 
procefs,  upon  a  general  charge  of  treafon 
brought  againft  him  by  fome  of  the  barons^ 
thrown  into  prifon,  and  threatened  with  ai^ 
ignominious  death  on  a  gibbet,  if  he  did  not 
give  up  to  the  king  the  tower  of  London^i 
and  his  caftles  of  Walden  and  Plefliy  in  Ef- 
fex.  He  could  hardly  be  induced,  by  tha 
terrors  of  death,  to  fubmit  to  thefe  conditi- 
ons, impofed  upon  him  fo  roughly,  and  witl^ 
fo  much  difhonor:  but,  being  overcome  by 
|he  perfuafioi^s  of  fpn^  ^f  his  friends,  he 
'  yielded 
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yielded  ^  laft,  and  was  relcafed ;  after  whjch  V^^  r. 
he  very  foon  declared  for  Matilda,  as  Stephen  vid.  Aud^i 
had  certainly  great  cairfe  to  expedt.  The  ca-  citat,  utfnprii* 
hal  of  his  enemies  in  the  court  of  that  king, 
who,'  by  driving  him  out  of  it,  had  ferved 
^heir  own  purpofes,  faw  this  with  pleafure: 
but  the  party  in  general  was  greatly  alarmed. 
9t  it,  expecting  much  mifchief  from  a  man 
pf  his  abilities,  fo  highly  provoked,  and  then 
ifet  at  liberty  to  purfue  his  revenge.  His 
actions  juftified  tpefe  appreheniSons.  For, 
befides  his  own  vaffajs,  he  now  gathered 
about  him,  from  all  parts  of  England,  a  band 
pf  robbers  and  outlaws,  who  were  then  very 
numerous,  both  from  the  licentioufnefs  and 
the  mifery  of  the  times;  and  having  thus 
fornied  a  qonfiderable  army,  he  maintained 
it  by  pillaging  religious  houfes  and  churches, 
gnd  by  all  other  z&s  of  violence,  rapine,  and 
cruelty,  that  men  fo  hardened  in  wickednefs 
could  "conjmit,.  The  town  of  Cambridge  was 
facked  by  them,  and  the  country  about  it 
laid  waftcj^  before  Stephen  could  come  up 
with  forces  fufficjent  to  make  head  againft 
them^  At  his  approach,  the  earl  of  Eflex 
retired  fVom  Cambridge  to  the  neighbouring 
fens;  whether  the  king  durft  not  purfue  him, 
but  contented  himfelf  with  only  building* 
fome  cafties,  in  order  to  check  his  incurfions; 
8ind  then  returned.  While  he  was  employed 
in  other  parts,  the  earl  made  a  furious  at- 
tack on  thofe  cafties ;  Hugh  Bigot,  earl  of 
Kprfolk-^  confederating  with  him  in  that 
*  "         *    "    '  attempt. 
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attempt*  It  feems  very  furprifing^  that  this 
lor4>  by  whofe  teftimony,  falfely  and  cor- 
ruptly given,  Stephen  had  been  affiftcd  to 
gain  the  crown,  and  who  had  therefore  rea- 
wn  to  think  himfelf  irreconcileably  ill  with 
Matilda,  fhould  take  a  part  fo  repugnant  to 
all  his  former  conduft.  . I. find  no  caufe  af- 
figned  for  it  in  any  hiftorian  v  but  thofe  ,times 
were  much  accuftomed  tQ  levities  of  this 
kind;  the  barons  changing  fides,,  upon  the 
leaft  difcontent,  without  any  fenfe  of  (hame; 
and  the  very  idea  of  loyalty  feeming  to  be 
effaced  from  moft  of  their  minds.  It  appears, 
indeed,  that  Hugh  Bigot  intended  rather  to, 
adt  againji  Stephen  ihzn  for  Matilda  i  keeping 
himfelf  in  a  ftate  of  independence,  within 
the  counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  where 
his  chief  power  lay*  Perhaps  the  earl  of 
Effex  might  have,  the  fame  views :  for,  as^ 
that  nobleman  neither  went  to  the  court  of, 
Matilda,  nor  received  from  her  any  new  con- 
firmation of  the  grants,  which  (he  had  made 
to  him  before,  and  which  he  had  forifeited 
by  returning 'to  Stephen,  it  looks  as  if  he 
had  never  negociated  with  her  after  that 
time,  and  as  if,  even  now,  ihe  was  not  cor- 
dially reconciled  to  him,  but  diftrufted  and 
defired  to  keep  him  at  a  diftance.  In  that 
cafe  he  would  naturally  fall  in  with  the  plan 
purfued  by  Hugh  Bigot ;  and,  when  joined 
together,  they  might  hope  to  form  a  third 
party,  which  would  become  ftrong  enough 
\o  overpower  both  the  others,  or  at  leaft  to 

turn 
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turn  the  fcalc  in  favor  of  that,  to  which  it 
finally  fhould  incline.  Several  reafons  in* 
dace  me  to  believe,  that  this  projedt  was 
concerted  between  the  two  earls :  but  it  was 
defeated  before  it  came  to  maturity,  by  one 
of  thoie  accidents,  which  blafl  at  once  the 
faired  hopes,  and  overturn  the  beft  laid  de- 
iigns  of  ambition.  While  the  earl  of  Eflcx 
was  befieging  one  of  the  caftles  near  Cam- 
bridge, which  Stephen  had  ereded,  and  after 
he  had  made  a  fuccefsful  attack,  which 
brought  him  very  nigh  to  the  foot  of  the 
rampart,  the  weather  being  hot,  and  think- 
ing himfelf  fecure  from  any  danger  (as  he 
was  in  the  midfl  of  his  own  troops,  and  the 
enemy  was  retired  within  the  caille  walls) 
he  took  off  his  helmet,  to  breathe  with  more 
liberty.  But  he  was  obferved  by  a  foot-fol- 
dier  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  who,  (hoot- 
ing an  arrow,  from  a  loop-hole  of  the  caftle, 
againfl:  his  bare  head,  gave  him  a  weund, 
that  did  not  pierce,  but  razed  the  fkulUbone* 
He  thought  lightly  of  it,  and  continued  to 
attend  the  operations  of  the  ficge,  till,  by 
his  negleft,  it  proved  mortal.  The  manner 
of  his  death  gave  the  clergy  occafion  to  im- 
pute it  to  an  extraordinary  judgment  ofGod; 
becaufe  he  had  been  excommunicated  on 
account  of  the  facrileges,  which  he  and  his 
troops  had  committed.  They  availed  them- 
felves  alfo  of  fome  other  like  accidents, 
which  happened  to  other  barons,  who,  for 
the  fame  offences,   had  incurred  the  fame 

cenfures. 
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cenfiiret.  Indeed  diey  greatly  "strantod  thf 
help  of  fuch  terror s»  to  preierte  thdnx  f^om 
the  rapine  and  outrages  of  the  ibldtery  i  for 
the  retraining  of  whichi  a  decred  had  lately 
iLHontingd.  been  made^  in  a  legatine  fynod^  Which  th« 
*»^"^-"44vhiihop  of  Witochefter  held  at  London  iA  the 
prefence  of  Stephen,  that  whoibever  filoilld 
do  any  violence  to  an  tccldi^Mi  fhoold  not 
be  abfolved^  but  by  the  pope  himfelf,  and 
not  even  by  him,  nrilcfs  it  Were  in  his  pre^ 
fence:  that  is,  all  fuch  oiTenderi^  werd  forced 
to  go  to  Rome  for  a  p^rdon^  Thus  did  th6 
clergy  endearour  to  defend  their  perfbos  and 
goodd,  by  fpiritual  arms,  and  by  the  infiu^ 
ence  of \  popular  fapcfilitions,  againft  the 
danger  of  the  timcf,  when  all  oi^r  meana 
had  proved  iiKriFcdtual.  And  we  are  toldi 
Sjjp. Sz!  ^^^*  ^^  ^^^  ^  ufe,to  thenar*  Bnt  a  corttcmj' 
porary  writer  fays,,  that  greater  barbarities 
were  comtliitted,  by  &>me  of  the  bifliops 
themfe^vesy  in  cippreiUng  their  neighbours^ 
and  forcibly  taking  from  them  their  money 
and  effeds,  than  by  any  of  tho&  whom  they^ 
threatened  with  divine  vengeance.  Moft  of 
them,  according  to  the  account  df  that  au<* 
tbor,  but  more  particularly  the  hi/hops  of 
Winchefter,  Lincoln,  and  Cheftery  were  frc-^ 
quently  feen  in  arms,  like  the  temporal 
barons,  going  out  upon  parties  with  an  extra-* 
ordinary  often tation  of  military  pomp,  ma- 
reding,  and  pillaging  the  country  all  round 
their  epifcopal  caftles,  and  evert  taking  for 
themfelves  a  ihare  of  the  plunder.     If  any 

perfon 
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pcthn  of  condition  fell  into  their  hands^  j^3, 
they  immediately  threw  him  into  a  dungeon,  ^*"VMI 
andf  by  the  moft  horrible  torments,  extorted 
from  him  an  immoderate  tiMi&tn.  It  is  no 
wonder,  that,  from  beholding  fach  exampkfi 
in  their  paftors,  the  people  fhoald  fuppofa^ 
that  reli^n  and  morality  had  littk  or  no 
connexion^  the  one  with  the  other,  and  that 
fuch  an  opinion  fhould  produce  an  univerfal 
depravity. 

The  military  operaticms  of  the  year  eleren  A.  1>.  114&; 
hundred  and  forty«five,  after  the  death  of  the  Get.  Stc^h^ 
carl  of  Eflex,  produced  no  events  confider-^  ^^60.  ^^ 
able  enough  to  be  particulafiy  dwelt  upon  Hundagdoo^ 
here:  but  in  the  following  fpring  there  hap-  I  vii.  fob 
pened  an  adtion  of  very  great  importance. ^^^^'♦^g^^ 
The  earl  of  Glocefter  had  built  a  ilrongfobeod««an« 
caflle  at  Faringddn,  to  check  the  excurfions 
of  the  enemy's  horfenoien  from  the  city  of 
Oxford,  and  left  a^garrifon  there,  which  was 
aUe  to  reftrain,  not  only  that  of  Oxford^  but 
all  the  other  which  belonged  to  feveral  cafl][es9 
held  for  the  king  in  thofe  parts^  and  ftrait- 
encd  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  make 
them  apprehenfive  of  wanting  fubfiftence; 
for  moft  of  them  were  nouri(hed  by  the  plun- 
der of  the  country,  and  manv  had  no  other 
pay.     This  Stephen  fo^nd  ot  fo  much  pre- 
judice to  him,  that  he  came,  with  all  the 
beft  of  his  forces,  to  befiege  this  trouble- 
i^me  fort.     But,  left  the  earl  of  Glocefter 
ihould  attempt  to  relieve  it,  he  threw  up 
.3  lines. 
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Book  L  lines,  to  fecurc  his  army ;  and  theiii  making 
ufe  of  all  the  battering  engines,  that  were 
known  to  the  military  art  of  thofe  times,  he 
carried  on  his  attacks  with  great  alacrity  and 
good  conduft.  The  garrifon  made  a  brave 
defence,  and  much  blood  was  (hed  on  both 
'fides  :  but,  at  length,  the  governor  and  the 
principal  officers  apprehending,  that  they 
might  be  fcverely  treated  by  Stephen,  if  the 
place  fhould,  in  the  end,  be  taken,  by  florm, 
refblved  to  capitulate ;  and,  without  the  con- 
fent  or  knowledge  of  the  foldiers,  who  were 
defirous  tp  hold  out  much  longer,  opened 
the  gates,  and  yielded  themfelvcs,  with  their 
whole,  garrifon  prifoners  of  war,  upon  no 
better  conditions,  than  that  the  knights,  or 
men  at  arms,  fhould  be  fet  free,  upon  paying 
their  ranfom. 

During  the  fiege,  the  earl  of  Glocefter  had 
advanced  to  obferve  the  king's  entrench^ 
ments,  with  fuch  a  body  of  troops  as  he 
could  colleft:  but,  finding  theni  very  ftrohg, 
he  durft  not  attack  them,  without  a  greater 
army  5  and,  while  he  was  drawing  his  friends 
together,  which,  from  his  confidence  in  the 
valour  of  the  garrifon,  he  thought  he  had 
time  to  do,  the  place  was  furrendered.  This 
was  the  worft  difgrace  that  had  ever  befallen 
him  :  for,  though  his  troops  had  been  beaten, 
his  officers  never  before  had  (hewn  any  bafe- 
nefs ;  and  thefe  were  feme  in  whom  he  had 
placed  a  fpecial  truft.  The  reputation  of  the 
king  was  fo  increafcd,  and  his  affairs  were 

fo 
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to  mended^  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  arm^  in  this 
attempt^  that  Matilda's  adherents  began  to 
thinks  her  party  could  not  poflibly  fupport 
itfelf  long :  which  opinion  alone  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  undo  her;  A  great  defertion  from 
her  immediately  followed^  Even  fome  of 
thofe  friends,  upon  whofe  zeal  and  attach-^ 
ment  (he  believed  that  {he  Had  reafon  to  depend 
moft  fecurely,  foffook  her  now.  The  earl 
of  Chcfter  himfelf^  her  brother's  fon-in-law, 
on  whom  flie  had  conferred  extraordinary 
obligations,  and  whofe  animofity  againft 
Stephen  had  been,  of  lale,  more  furious  than  Geft.  Stepb. 

"ever,  came  to  that  prince  as  a  fuppliant;  and  ^^|*  ^'^964* 
expreffing  great  forrow  for  what  he  had  done  Huntingd.ct 

^  to  offend  him>  obtained  his  pardon*  Ncubrigcnf. 

This  was  a  mighty  advantage  to  the  kkig;  fj^a*!"*'*"^^* 
for  one  thirij  of  the  kingdom  was  adually  in 
the  power  of  that  great  earl^  and  fome  of  his 
eflates  were  fo  fituated,  that  they  broke  and 
divided  all  which  remained  to  Matilda*  To 
prove  his  fincerity,  and  merit  the  favor  of 
the  fovereign  he  returned  to,  he  attended  on 
him  in  perfon,  with  three  hundred  knights^ 
the  flower  of  his  vaflals,  at  the  fiege  of  the 
town  of  Bedford  j  greatly  ailifted  him  in 
taking  that  place,  which  had  held  out  againft 
him  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  3  and  did 
him  other  good  fervices^  fuch  as  ^yould  have 
gained  his  affedtion  and  confidence,  if  affec- 
tion and  confidence  could  be  given  to  one> 
who,  unprovoked  by  any  injury,-  changes  his 
'  party,  upon  a  decline  of  its  fortune*  Se- 
VoL*  IL  L  ducqi 
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dttced  by  Ms  «xample>  ^nd  by  die  geniBraft 

cipinion  of  fthe  fuperiority  which  the  kir^ 

'had  now  ^wiled,  even  the  younger  €oti  m 

the  earl  of  'Qlocdler  went  off  from  the  *m^ 

|>refs,  and  having  obtained,  good  terfitfs^rorti 

Stephen,  'who  paid  hitil  ih  proportion  -to  *fhfc 

enormity  of  bis  treafon^  made  war  upon  lieif 

as  fharply  as  the  worft  of  her  toetnies^    ^fc 

idid  not  even  refpexn:  his  father^  lahds  >  hiH 

ravaged  and  4aid  thetn  wafte,  in  a  wi6ft  4iar*' 

barous  manner ;  as  if  he  defired  to  diftinguifh 

his  zeal  for  the  ferviee  of  his  new  matter,  hf 

a  fury  ^proaehing  to-parricide  :  ^  fliocfcing 

initance,  'how  ht,  in  thofe  e^edrdMe limes, 

ambition  ^nd  intereft  prevailed  over  all  the 

ttes  of  duty  4nd  nature  !   It  happened  fooft 

aftewar^s,  »that  Reginald  earl  or  Cornwall, 

his  father's  half-brother,  wa«  fi?tft  ^enipo- 

tentiary  froto  Matilda  to  Stephen,  in  order 

vid.aoaores  ^^  treat  of  a  pcace  between  fhem;  and,as^he 

^     was  on  his  journey,  this  young  jord  inter*^ 

cepted,  and  took  him  prifoiter,  with  all  his 

attendants.     Stephen,  who  had  given  a  fafe 

condud  to  the  earl,  wds  much  offended,  and 

inftantly  commanded   him  to  be  rekafed  : 

but  it  was  not  without  difficulty,  and  after 

many  repeated  orders,  that  he  was  obeyed. 

As  for  the  treaty,  it  foon  broke. off,  without 

fuccefsj    Matilda  demanding  the  kingdom 

from  Stephen,  and  he  refufing  to  refign  the 

lead  part  of  it  to  her,  on  any  terms.     Her 

demand  was  indeed  extravagant  in  her  pre- 

lent  fituation.     For  the  death  of  the  earl  of 

♦  Hereford 
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Mcrefbrdy  the  ihsimeful  fuiteader  of  Faring- 
idon  caftle^  -the  lofs  of  Bedford,  and  above 
all,  ^the  defeiftion  of  the  earl  of  Chefttr,  fuc- 
ceeded  by  that  of  the  earl  of  Glocefter*s 
own  fon,  had  greatly  weakened  her  party* 
it  feemed  on  all  fides>  to  be  breaking  and 
tailing  to  ruin.     The-^earl  of  Glodefter  alone 
l^eifHdned  incimoveably  fixed  on  the  firm  baiis 
of  virtue^  amidft  the  fhocfcs  of  this  revolu* 
tioii*     The  more  ftrongly  Stephen's  powef 
and  fortune  preVsriled,  the  more  cour^geoufly 
did  his  great  fpitit  oppofe  itfelf  to  them,  and 
©ndeavour  to  fupply,  by  its  own  fingle  force» 
alhthat  the  levity  and  perfidy  of  his  friends^ 
or  the  difaftrou«  events  of  war,   had  taken 
firom  Matilda*     As  no  interefted  complai-^ 
-fance  could  «ver  induce  him  to  flatter  het 
paflions,  fo  neither  could  any  profpcd:  of  ad- 
vantage entice,  nor  any  re^ntment  provoke 
him^  to  abandon  her  fervice.     He  faw  h& 
.difregard  and  rejedl  his  good  counfebj  he  ' 
-faW  h^r  deftroy,  by  her  infolence  and  per* 
fverfenefs,  the  advantages  he  had  gained  for 
hter,  and  the  wife  fchemes  he  had  form^  to 
^(labtifh  her  powcr^    yet  he  continued  to 
fupport  her,  corredling  by  his  prudence  the 
effe<as  of  her  folly,    and  oppofing  by  his 
.courage  the  dangers  fhe  brought  uponherfelf 
.  and  her  friends.     But,  with  all  his  abilities^ 
he  could  not  reftore  to  her  the  affcdkion  of  the 
public;  and  tiat  being  gotoe,  there  remained 
no  principle  in  the  party,  of  force  fufficient 
to  keep  them  long  tog^t||ier>  againft  the  im- 
L  a  pulfe 
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pulfe  of  fear  and  intereft,  which  urged  theni 
to  quit  her  finking  caufe.  Nor  could  Ste-^ 
phen  have  failed  of  recovering  jhe  whole 
kingdom,  if  he  had  known  how  to  ufe  his 
good  fortune. 

Gcry.  ChroB,     When  the  earl  of  Anjou  wias  apprifed  of 

^"'^  *""•"  46.  thefe  events  iii  England,  he  felt  a  paternal 

anxiety  for  Henry,  his  fon  -^    appr^ending: 

ganger  to  him,    both   from  the  preyailing 

arms  of  Stephen,  and  from  the:  treachery  of  . 

,        his  own  adherents.  On  this  account/ and  be- 

Caufe  he  much  defired  to  fee  him,'  after  an 

abfence  that  had  lafted  four  years,  he  fent  to    , 

the  earl  of  Glocefter,  and  earneftly  begged 

of  him,  that  the  prince,  who  then  was  at 

Briftol,  might  come  over  to  Normandy;  pro- 

mifing  that,  in  cafe  it  Ihould  be  found  necef- 

fary,  he  'would,  when  .his  ^ffedion  had  been    . 

iifdiilged  with  the  fight  of  him,  allow  him 

foon  to  return.  The  earl  of  Glocefter,  though 

•    unwilling  to  comply  with  thi^  requeft,  fub- 

mitted  to  it/  and  conduced  his  nephew  to 

•Wareham,  who  embarking  therei  had  a  prof- 

perous  voyage  to  Normandy :  hot  they  parted 

tp  meet  no  more :  for,  at  the  beginning  of 

November,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and 

A.  D.  1 146.  forty-fix,  the  earl  died  of  a  fever,  occafioned, 

perhaps,  by  grief  *  at  the  treafon  of  his  &>n, 

and  the  bad  Wate  in  which  he  faw  his  fifter's 

affairs.  Of  all  the  misfortunes  that  lately  had 

-affiidted  and  depreffed  her,  the  lofs  of  him 

was'  the  gceateft.  ^  He  was  unqueftionahly 

-      ,  the 
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the  wifeft  man'  of''  thofe  times ;  and  his  vir-     ^^^^  ^• 
tue  was  fuch,  that  even  thofe  times  could 
not  corrupt  it.     If,  when  the  nation  was 
grown  equally  tired  of  Matilda  and  of  Ste- V.  Joh.  Sarif. 
phen,  he  had  afpired  to  obtain  the  crown  ^"[(^loPiV,'^ 
for  himfclf,    he   might  very  poffibly  have  gom. 
gained  it  from  theni  both  :  but  he  thought 
it  lefs  glorious  to  be  a  king,  than  to  prefer Ve 
his  fidelity  and  honor  inviolate.     He  feems 
to  have  afted  only  from  the  pureft  and  no- 
bleft  principles  of  jufticc  and  duty,  without 
pride,  without  paflion,  without  any  private 
views,  or  felfifh  ambition:  and  to  this  admi- 
rable temper  of  mind  he  joined  all  the  ad- 
drefs  and  extenfive  ajjilities,  that  are  particUs- 
larly  neceffary  for  tke  head  (f  a*  party y  wha 
muft  conneft  and  keep  together  great  num- 
bers of  indepfehdenc  perfons-,    held  by  no 
regular  bond  of  obedience;  conciliate  their 
different  paffions  and  interefts,  dndure  their 
abfurdities,  &oth  their  ill  humoui;,  manage 
their  pride,  ^p  eftabllfli  an  abfolute  autho- 
rity over  them,  without  feeming  to  exercife 
any,  but  that  of  perfuafion..    This,  at   all 
times,  is  a  ^ery  difficult  tafk,  and  was  more 
efpecially  fo  to  the  earl  of  Glocefter;  every 
nobleman,  who  joined  with  Matilda,  think- 
ing himfelf   a   confederate,    rather  than  a 
fubjed:;  and  (he  regarding  herfelf  as  a  fove- 
yereign,  whom  even  her  brother  was  obliged 
isnplicitly  to  obey,  without  ever  prefuming 
to  difpute^  her  commands.     But,  when  he 
was  deadi  fhe- quickly  found,  that  herpov^er 
L  3  wa§ 
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.^^^.  ^^  neither  fufficient:  ta  govern  her  party, 
'""^•^^^  nor  to  refift  that  of  Stephen. .  There  was- 
nothing  but  confufion^  diitruft,  and  diima^y, 
in  her  court,  and  in  her  council.  Her  army 
wanted  a  general^  and  fhe  co^ld  fiiid:  boxulC  w 
abilities  equal  to  the  command  of  it^  or  whofe 
authority  the  other  barons  were  willing  ta 
fubmit  to*  If  the  earl  of  Anjout,  her  hi^- 
band^  had  thought  it  advifisable  to  come  inter 
England^  with  a  flrorig  army  of  Angevijia 
&nd  of  Normans,  and  boldly  put  himfelf  afr 
the  head  of  her  party,  he  might,  perha,ps^ 
have  given  a  new  fpirit  to  it,  Tnis,  one 
would  think,  be  fhould  have  doin^,  at  fwh 
a  juncture  of  time,  if  not  for  her  fafcc*  yet 
out  of  regard  to  his  fon,  whofe  fuccef&oft 
might  be  defeated  by  her  expulfioa.  He  had 
lately  fuppreiSed  a  revolt  in  Anjou,  and  waa 
m^ty.  ChroB.  entirely  mailer  of  Normandy  :  but  either  he 
fubaiw.1146.  believod  that  the  tranquillity  of  thofe  coun- 
tries was  yet  too  unfettled,  to  pcurmit  him 
to  withdraw  his  forces  from%  Uience,  aAd 
tranfport  them  to  England  i  or  he  was  flop** 
ped  by  the  diffiqulty  of  deciding  what  rank 
ne  ibould  hold  in  this  kingdom.  Matilda 
therefore  had  no  refource,  which  could  fup- 
ply  thelofs  of  the  earl  of  Glocefter,  Courage 
ziid  refentment  ftill  combated  in  her  heart 
with  deijpair:  nor  was  it  without  the  greateft 
and  mou  painful  reludiance^  ^at  ihe  gavQf 
way  to  the  neceflity  of  leaving  a  countrjTj^ 
over  which  fhe  had  fo  long  expeded  to 
rci$qt    Sut,  in  kf$  than  four  months,  after 

tho 
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die  death  of  her  brother,  feeing  no  poiEbility    Book  i. 

of  fupporting  her  party,  and  fearing  to  fall   ^   '  ^ 

into  the  hands  of  her-  enemy,  Ihe  was  coa* 

ilraine4  to  abandon  England^  and  go  into. 

Normafidy^  to  live  with  a  hu&and  whooi 

a^  never  hadi  loved,  and  who  did;  not  love 

her,  but  was  genero.us  or  prudent  enough  ta 

r^ceiv©  hc«:  with  kiadneis,.  in  this  decline  of 

h^r  fortunei^  wheti  her  pride  was  huaibled 

by  her  forrow,     Neverthelefs  he  retained  ta 

hxipifelf  the  domlaioni  of  that  dutchy<»  as  he 

Iia4  hold  it  in  her  ab&nce ;  that  is^  witho^t 

an^y  d^p^nden^e  upon  her.  loftead  of  fubiaoiit!^ 

I^g  t^.  thifif  ihe  would  perhaps  Have  {laid  in 

Englaadi.  md  buried  herfelf  under  the  ruina 

<^  llLtp  owA  gfeatnefs^  if  the  anguiih  of  hei? 

lOind  had  not  h#en  foQth«;d.  by  tl^  hope,  that 

Prinae  Henry,   h.cr  ibn,  mighty  when  h^ 

ihould  attain  to  an  a|p  of  matucity,  be  zhh: 

tpi  revenge  her  on  Stephent  and  recover  tfae^ 

ci^own  which  flic  bad  loftn.    Her  whok  care 

was  thcfi^inore  ^ployed  upom  his  educadoa. 

She  laboured  to  infpire  hia:^  wit^  thoughts 

as  hi^h  as  her  own ;  to  give  hinx  an  ardor 

for-g&ryr  aa  ainbitioo  for  empire,,  and  a  fpirit 

€^:  coiM|ueft.     His  genius  was  very  fuitable 

tft  fuch  inftrudtions;  but  the  fire^  he  drew 

ffom  hei;  was   happily  tempered  with  the 

le0bna  of  prudence  and  hunxanity,  which  he 

hud  been  taught  in  England  by  his.  uncle ; 

and  which  his  father,  a  prince  of  great  dif- 

cretton  and  judgment,  continued  to  fi^c  in 

hk  mindt 

L  4  The 
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The  death  of  the.  earl  of  Glocefter,  and 

the  retreat  of  Matilda,  would  have  given 

Stephen  a  quiet  pofleffion  of  England,   at 

Geft,  Step,     leaft  till  Henry  could  have  been  capable  of 

Keg,  968.      difputing  it  with  him,  if  he  had  kept  th^ 

^^°'  ^7''      ^^i ^f  chefter  his  friend.     But  he  loft  him, 

as  he,  before,  had  loft  the  earl  of  Eflex;  by 

jealous  fufpicioAs,   and  violent  proceedings 

ia  confeqdence  of  thofe  fufpicions. 

It  has  already  been  told,  with  how  njuch 
ardor  and  forwardnefs  this  lord  had  diftin- 
guiflhed  himfelf  in  his  fervice,  after  their  re- 
conciliation ;  and  this  year  he  gave  him  a 
new  teftimony  of  his  zeal,  by  aflifting  him 
in  an  operation  of  very  great  moment,  the 
building  of  a  fort,  to  block  up  the  caftle  of 
Wallingford,  which  did  him  more  hurt  than 
any  other  yet  remaining  in  the  hands  of  his 
enemies.  That  work  being  accompliftied, 
a  great  council  was  held  by  Stephen  in  the 
town  of  Northampton.  The  meeting  was 
much  fuller  than  any  had  been  for  fome 
years ;  and,  the  power  of  the  crown  appear- 
ing to  be  now  in  a  good  meafure  recovered, 
the  earl  of  Chefter  very  properly  took  this 
opportunity  to  make  his  complaints,  that 
his  county  had  fufFered  grievoufly,  by  the 
incurfions  and  ravages  of  the  Welfli  on  the 
borders;  againft  whom  he  entreated  the 
^fiiftance  of  the  crown,  and  ftrongly  preffed 
the  king  to  go  thither  in  perfon,  as  the  moft 
cffcdtuaj  meafure  to  ftrike  a  terror  into  that 

people. 
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people.     In  order  to  remove  the  objeftions, 
which  he  feared  would  be  made,  on  acco'unt 
of  the  charge  that  fach  an  expedition  'would 
bring'  upon  *the  king,    wbofe  coffers  were '  , 
empty,  he  declared,  that  he  himfelf  would* 
pay  all  the  forces,  and  furnifli  them  with  all 
neceffaries  a;t  his  own  doft.     Stephen  at  firft 
inclined  to  grant  this  requcft;  and  undoubt- 
edly his  own  honor  was  much  concerned,  to 
flop  thefe  incurfions  made  by  the  Welfh  into 
the   provinces   belonging  to  England,    and 
confine  them  to  their  own  limits.     He  had 
been  forced,  for  many  years,  during  the  heat 
of  the  civil  war,  to  negleft  the  defence  of 
his  Englifh  fubjeSs  in  Wales  and  the  bor- 
dering counties ;    and  had  fuffered  greatly 
from  thofe  Welfli,  whom  the  earlofGlo- 
ccfter  had  led  even  into  the  heart  of  his  king- 
dom.    But  now,   when  his   other   enemies 
were  almoft  fubdued,  it  highly  became  him 
.  to  think  of  repreffing  thofe  infults,  and  en- 
deavour to  recover  his  own  reputation,  which 
was  funk   by  fuch  a  long  and  tame  acquief- 
cence.     He  therefore  promifed  the  earl  of 
Chefter  to  march  to  his  aid  ;  and  nothing 
was  faid  againft  it  in  the  great  council :  but 
in  private  all  his  favorites  oppofed  that  in- 
tention, reprefeiiting  to  him  the  danger  of 
engaging  his  troops,  and  rifquing  his  perfon, 
in  the  wbods  and  mountains  of  Wales,  where 
he  would  certainly  be  attacked  by  ambufhes 
laid  for  him  in  every  pafs ;  befides  the  great 
difficulty  of  finding  provifions  for  his  army, 

and 
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and  what'  they  fuppoied  ftUl  iTiprp  bazardoi^ 
tbe  iadifcretioa  of  pitting  himfelf  ia  th^ 
power  of  a  man^  who  had  fo  long  rebelled: 
againft  him»,  and  whofe  fidelity  now  feemed , 
very  doubtful,  as^  he.  had  t$ot  givea  any  hof»-. 
t^ges^  nor.  evenjteftored  the  royal  ca^ol^ 
Lincoln  j^  and  other  pofi^om  ufurped  hy^ 
hinx^  or  unduly  g^iwd,  from  th^  cj^omikp 
OS  tiiefe  they  advifed  ^e  king  fio  demand 
immediate  reiUtutionj  and^a^o  foch  otho^ 
pledges,  a$  might  be  fufEcient  tQ  feciu'e  him 
againfb  the  perfidy  of  the  eiarl :  adding,  th^t^ 
if  the  earl  refufed  to.giv<e  th(?m^  hp  ough^  to^ 
be  treated,  not  as  a  friends  but  a  traitor,  s^nd 
thrown  into  prifon,  to  fo^ce  him  taa.conar^ 
pliance. 

This  was  ftrange  counfel»  and  fuch>  iia^ 
deed,  as  could  come  frooi  none  but  thof& 
miniilers,  who  had  occa$oned  the  revolt  of 
thc!  beft  part  of  thet  nation,  by  the  arbitrary 
meafures,  in  which  they  had  engaged  or  enr 
couraged  their  mafter.  Whether  it  was  ad« 
vifeablo  for  hiiQ  to  confent  at  that  time,  4^ 
the  earl  of  Chefter's  defire^  wa$:  a  difputablef 

Sueftion;  and  reafons  of  prudence  might  ind- 
uce him  to  decline  it:  but^^  as  the  farr^ndef 
of  Lincoln  oaftle  and  other  demefne^  of  tho 
crown,  which  the  ^arl  enjpyed  as  his^  owO|^ 
under  the  title  of  ^^rmer  grants^  had  not^ 
been  required  of  him  ia  the  late  reconcili^ 
tion  between  him  ^nd  Stq>hea,  there  W9A 
no  colour  of  juftice  to  afk  it  of  him  now^ 
much  lefs  to  extort  it  from  him  by  violence. 

It 
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It  does'H0t  appear  that  he  hjad  4oa9  apy  a^^ 
to  make  biixx  r^fpnably  fuXpefbed  of  treafi^a^ 
aadf  if  aa  tmwammted  fu^icim\  could  jjuftif jf 
fuch  a  proceedings  a  tyi^ai^t  would  always^  bc^ 
juftificdri  ,fo/hie  m^y  aJw^syS^j^^  wh.en,  he 
defire«.  to  o^reji.     The  iniquity  erf*  it  ap- 
pparod  tpo:  glariog  eveA  to  Steph^a  himfelf ; 
or  at  leaft  he  s^prehended  iU  coafequences 
from  iti  for^  at  firft^  ^^  e^preflcd  a  great 
unBAriIiingp€j&  to  co&lent  to  it :  bat  his  eager 
d^fire  of  recovering  Lincoln  caftle^.  whicb 
he  hfid  vainly  endeavoured  to  take  by  force> 
gavo  ^  notich  weight  to  the  arguments  of 
thofe  who  incitedr  him  to  this  aft  of  oppref- 
£pii>  that  he  permitted  them  to  put  their 
adyicQ  in  immediate  execution.     They  went  Y'^'  aoj?^<>*« 
dire<aiy  t©  the  earl,  whom  they  found  in  the^"*^***'  ^^^ 
court  not  fufpicious  of  a^y  unfriendly  in- 
tention  againft  him»  and  informed  him  of 
all  t4^e  king's  demands.     He  replied,  with 
the  utmoi^a^doniihm^nt,  that  it  was  not  for 
this  he  had  come  to  attend  his  fovereign  in 
the  greau  council  i  that  he  had  not  received 
apy  notice  of  fuch  demands,  nor  confulted 
his  ^ends  what  anfwer  he  ought  to  make : 
uport  which  fonw  of  them  began  to  revile 
and  accufe  him  of  treafonable  designs  i  and^ 
f^on  proceeding  from  words  to  deeds,  ar- 
refted  aad    committed  him   to  the  king'^ 
icJdiors  there  j^efent^  who  threw  him  into  ^^  g^^  j^ 
a;  dungeoQ,  loaded  with  iroha.    When  the  Reg.*  p.  7;  >V 
neiws  of ^  his  being  treated  in  fo  ignominioua  *d  973- . 
a  maandr  wj«  carried  to  hi*  vaflals,  ^^y^SS& 

werefBbaBft.n47# 
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Book  I.  were  filled  with  indignation,  and  the  much 
'  greater  part  of  them  would  have  taken  up 
arms,  to  force  the  king  to  fet  him  free.  But 
others,  who  were  more  pruden^t,  rcftraihed 
their  impetuofity,  out  of  a  juft  apprehenfion 
of  danger  to  his  life;  and  advifed*  him  to 
yield  what  the  king  had  required  of  him, 
that  he  might  recover  his  liberty  and  with 
it  the  ability  of  being  revenged.  He  didfo, 
and  was  releafed ;  but  not  without  givinfgf 
hoftages,  and  an  oath  to  the  king,  that  he 
would  not  make  war  againft  him.  Thefc 
fecurities  were  ineffeftual.  The  firft  ^6t  of 
the  earl,  after  his  hands  were  unfettered^ 
was  to  attack  that  monarch  with  great  fury. 
He  confidered  his  oath  as  conftrained,  and 
therefore  void ;  or,  being  hardened  to  per- 
jury by  the  mode  of  the  times,  paid  no  re- 
gard to  it :  nor  was  he  ftopped  by  a  concert 
for  the  hoftages  he  had  given,  thinking  that, 
as  they  were  perfons,  on  whofe  friendftiip 
the  king  had  reafon  to  fet  a  high  value,  they 
would  have  nothing  to  fear  from  his  rcfent- 
ment.  Several  times  he  fought  with  Stephen, 
defeated  and  wounded  him  in  one  engage- 
ment; nor,  when  beaten,  was  he  fubdued ; 
his  vaflals  being  fo  numerous,  his  caftles  fo 
ftrong,  and  his  power  fo  difFufed,  that,  if  he 
was  driven  away  from  one  part  of  the  king- 
dom, he  prefently  appeared  with  new  force 
in  another.  The  king  indeed,  upon  his 
violating  the  oath  he  had  taken,  had  impri- 
foned  his  nephew,  Gilbert  de  Clare,  earl  of 

Hertford, 
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Hertford,  who  was  one  of  his  hoftages:  and 
would  not  fet  him  free,  till  he  had  given  up 
all  his  caiUes,  as  a  fine  to  the  crown  for  the 
offence  of  his  uncle :  but  by  this  he  made  V.  tuaorw 
him  a.  bitter  enemy,  inftead  of  a  faithful  and  ^»^^-«'^"P"' 
afFedtionatc  fervant,  as  he  had  hitherto  been. 
Nor  <  did  he  lofe  him  alone  :  for  the  earl  of 
Pembroke  defiring  to  have  thefe  caftles,  to 
which,  by  his  relation  in  blood  to  the  carl 
of  Hertford,  his  brother's  fon,  he  had  a  na- 
tural claim,  and  being  repulfed  in  his  fuit^ 
was  £>  diigufted,  that  he  alfo  refolved  to  join 
the  earl  of  Chefter,  or  was  fufpefted  of  fuch 
a  purpofe, .  upon  his  having  fecretly  left  the 
court.  Stephen,  to  whofe  mind  fufpicion 
was  proof,  immediately  followed  him,  with 
all  the  troops  he  had  ready;  and  coming 
upon  him  unexpedlcdly,  before  he  could 
reach  the  neareft  of  his  caftles,  would  have 
taken  him  prifoner,  if  he  had  not  efcaped, 
as  foon  as  he,  law  the  royal  army  appear, 
by  changing  his  habit,  and  flying  in  dif- 
guife. 

Thus  was  the  great  and  powerful  houfc 

.of  Clare,  which,,  through  the  whole  civil 

•  war,  had  ever  been  remarkably  zealous  for 

,the  king,  alienated  from  him,   and  driven 

to  his   enemies,  together  with  the  earl  of 

Chefter;  an  unexpeded  reinforcement,  which 

,  reflored  their  dejcded  fpirits  arid  courage, 

jufl  at  the  time  when  they  were  finking  into 

,  peace  and  fubmifTion. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  indeed  could  be  more  prgrudiciat 
<to  aH'his  own  interefts,  than  the  part  which 
Stepfeen  tocrk  wich-t^Gud  to  that  nobleman. 
The  defcrction  ^from  Matilda,  begun  by  him> 
would  probahly,  efn  l^e  retreat  c£  that  pria- 
cefs  from  England,  :have  been  feUowed  by 
ialUthe  principal  lords  of  her  party,  as  Jfiifl: 
a;s  they  could  n3al;:e  tiieir  iagreements  widi 
the  king,  andja  general.ad:  of  oblivion  would 
l^ave  certainly  brouglit  in  ithe. reft,  .if-he!had 
fhewn  a  difpofitren  to  kcq>  hi»  faith  -fin*- 
4cerely  with  thoie  who  iubnutted*  For,  ajff 
there  remained  no  longer  in  the  party  any 
^dfeftion  for  Matilda,  atid  iher  ion  ^as.  too 
y^Ewmg  to  faa¥e  exdtisd  m  them  fuch.fenti^^ 
^mcAU,  as  pT(z>ducdla:fi:sped  attachment,  no'^ 
thing  but  fear  and  diftrttd  of  Stephen  could 
withhold  them  from  fccking: to  be  reconciled 
4:0  him,  ^nd  foriakxiag  a  fovereign^  fnnn 
wlumi  th^y  had  now  no  Toafon  to  expe(3t 
either  reward  or  protediion*  But  when  they 
&w,  by  the  evidence  of  (b  great  an  example^ 
how  dangerous  it  would  be  to  put  any  con*» 
'£dence  in  the  king'^  pardon  ^  and  that  no 
fervices>  done  him  upon  a  reconciliatidn, 
could  fecure  their  pofleiSons  againft  his 
claims,  or  the  liberty  of  tfaar  perfons  againft 
his  fufpicions,  de^air  held  them  together, 
and  forced  them  to  keep  up  a  head  of  rebeV- 
<lion,  without  much  regarding  for  what 
prince  they  contended. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  the  war  in  England 
till  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty  nine. 

But, 
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^lit,  during  the  cmirfe  of  fewn  or  eight 
jrears  |)fcceding  that  j).erit)d>  fome  changes 
%ad  happened  in  the  affairs  of  the  church, 
Vhich  in  themfdlvcs  art  wotth  attention, 
^fchd-in  their  confcquences  were  -rery  impor- 
tant. 

Frotn  the  time  that  the  bifliOp  of  Win- 
dieifter  had  Abandoned  Matilda,  his  being 
invdftea,  as  kgite,  with  the  aitthority  of  the 
•pope,  was  of  nofttiall  advantage  to  Stephen: 
4dr 'While  he  enjoyed  that  authority,  it  kept 
*the  church  cif  England  dependent  on  him, 
-and,  ijy  his  mediation,  on  his  brother.    But 
rit  was  grievous  to  the  archbiflhop  of  Canter- 
*bury,  who  faw  himfclf  fubjefted  to  one  rif 
'his   fuffragans.     As  Innocent  the   Second,  v.  s.  D«nef.' 
'Who  had  given  this  Icgition  to  the  biftiop  ^»f^  con^inv 
<>f  Winchcfter,  wotald  not  revoke  it,  the  g',J^;S^^^' 
•af6hbi(hap  was  compelled,  however  4luc-.K„!?^^: 
.  \ant,  to  fifbmitto'thepiWer  of  it;  and,  what  "46-  _ 
Was  ftill  hartter,  to  tbte  TOfolertt  ufc  which  pondf.  Can- 
the  biftiop  ^ntade  of 'thatt  power,  on  purpofe  tnar.p.i66j^ 
H!o  mortify  htm,  as  long  as  that  pontiff  con-  *'  JS*' 
"tinued  inH3ie  c^hair.     But  Celeftine  the  Se-  ' 
confd  "ifutcceding  to  'the  papacy  in  the  year 
eleven  4itindYcfd  and  forty  three,  and  being  a 
^friend  of  the  Angevin  fatnily,  mrder  whofc 
^patronage  'he  had  been  educated,  abfolutely 
*^rtffufed  to  4Tnew  the  bilhop's  commifEort, 
^nd  iirftcned  veryeagerly  to  many  accufations 
^which   the  erapreTs  Matilda  and  the  arch-^ 
'•bifbop  of  Canterbury  fcnt  to  Rome  againffc 
him.    This  was  a  terrible  blow  to  the  party 

of 
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dii'ablGd  fr<ym  atteftdiiig  it,  bjp'  foma  dlftttiih^ 
ances^  which  tfocibled  k»  dioae&  f  boT  did 
bi(hop  of  the  OreadoB,  tlto  abboc  of  York^ 
and  the  abbot  of  Wl^eb^  took  die^  dachi 
seqmred  by  the  pope,  ia  his  ilead;  and^l^jU 
Mam'  took  thatl,  which  vns  denkt&died  iibflsf 
hkn^ai  aproofiof  hisijmoeaiKev(ddira|gaf^ 
ihe^  bribery  laid  to*  his-  ebacga^  whweu^oi^ 
ho  was  confbcratecl  tbew;hy  tfat^h^kcvHilo 
fifan*  appctoing  to  accofe  or^cmdiit  faidbiil 
ailycrbiaKaiiver;  suid  the  pao;^  coBpttffi^Sb 
gneat  defire  to  have  him  Ibr  their  <a:^htiiihd|d. 
0iit>  Innocent  being  dead;3Jpi»rha9ib(ap|^i«d( 
epift-Ts^  t^  ^^^  £acoe(!br  Cd^flSfie,  wlni^  i!ricMAofifj» 
to  mortify  the  hooTe  of  ^lifeihe  ^urail  faniwi 
and  wrote  a  latter  tO' hint ^ganifliiitllcliacflb^ 
biihop,  ftill^  more/furioiw  tluik:  thofodhi^gileil 
written  to  Innocenty  oallihg^^t^m^oftaiilib 

VQiy~' outrageous  term»^  o#rireproflicha<>  ILhm 
whole  foundation  idiACrappedtnii  thelb^Ifetien^ 
for  fa  mu€h»abuie  it  on%L\a^£B)|;geAoii5bthaC> 
^^  biihop  of^DarhaA  had;k^AaSliti\iM^«£ton 
the  coui>cil  o£^  Wineheftcr  hecaotiBr^ija^^Mto' 
^raid^to  takeia  falfeosth;.  fmm.  whenco/Bisri^ 
isatxL  inferredv  that  tho  tediAriUhoflt^<!iQaiaft^ 
diad  not  beeii  oanoaicdj,  and/thftt*  tbe  pttte 
of' the  three  prekteb,' wlxo^^oce  iabdialf^ 
^of  him,  deferved  no<  regard.  The  paiOioirAP 
of  Ccleftine  concurring  with  his,  he  fo  f ar 
prevailed,  that  William  could  not  obtain  his^ 
pall  from  thatpontiflFt  but  this  per&cutioa 
of  him  was  flopt  by  Celeftiiie's  d^ath ;  and- 
3  Lucius^ 
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hi^  itt^>  Qitcmid  .m£mkh  fie  ^^od1d 
a*«l1fei^'  boinJix^  In'  fiis^rff^tropbl'ita'n  feVi 
^^diSI.  6^^oib&tii(A,-  Mi  from  an^  inMeh'<i«' 
iiflfcttf ^h*  ^  arlii*  ibliik'b^cl:  irt  d^e votioit,  hte' 
bM:iiBk:<i)e|%ciaer|:  ^  gtj'fo  LoWdM  aii'd  tt- 

^liiil^^U^H^  eVcakt  etiti^l^;cHat^^^  the'  Aa6r 
oiilSlbbilnrtiittjir:  fbr  a'  hevv"  s^ed  B£ng  madef 
lil^diirirJWv^i^farieV,  ^g'^rift  ffis' de<ftidn,  tg> 
^#iKs»t7tH6  Thiiti;  HKiKat  thbii^t  Hiii^- 
ft^dfflligfeH't'o  caVi^  tHe  p'all*  bWd^  witli  hini' 
td  H^Q^OiU  &t}|e^iu$V  WHb  H^ad  beVn  a'dlf-. 
la^-df  B^rt^r  fetriifed^  t^"  rega/d  Him  ftill 
in^Jn*  ^fatfter  aiitf  iBiribal'  father  j  fb  ^reaV 
^Ai'jjtli^cftf^ricr  v^kia  hS  paiH'  to  His 
hiUgiie&t  iii  all  aWainl  0^'this  Bernard  hii^^ 
^^$'  fo  ittiflble  aiid'^  fb  vaih*  that;  iii  a' 
I^f  Hfe  Wrote  tpiHiift  doftceViiin^  the  btifl* 
iiillr  of  the  ait'ch'fe'idi&p-  <if  Vofl;;  he  could 
bbt  fbrBki'  t»  hc4ff  of  it-  in  the'  foiloWitifJ 
«K^ohi^  iJ*  i^jfial^  iBat  not  you.  But  X  am  pope,  \,  Bernard,' ' 
fribf  t/3>^'  t&iBMe  &fikefi  •mtS  j'Se  fee  ^epift.  a^^,  " ' 
Emeik)im!:.t<f^'  fi-hni-  dH  phrisof  the  n^orld.  ' 

V£>^Mz'v^tt^  thatJtiiey  did  foi  ahd'ali" 
thi^Hafiiif^Ge  h£  had  giiiire^ovfer 'the'mifid  bf 
dii^  p^htiff^  wgs   lioW  cxfertfed'  a^airift  thfe 
ak:bbidiop>  jwhoni "  he  hM  hltjtierto  attacked^ 
«6l  itt)  pufpofe.  '  I^e  called  on  his  Holiiiefs,  v.  epift.  zaq* 
a^  fnccefTor  of  St;  Pctfer,   to  deftroy*  this' 
jfhakhi,-  thiis,  Sit^oh  Missus'.'    And  iii  a  fub- 
<fequent  kttet  he  renBwed  th^affaialt  with 
^rghia,ter  violence,  cotifidently  aflbfting/ 
Ma  thaj 
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that  the  bifhop  of  Durham,,  whofe  oath  had 
been  required  to  purge  the  archbifliop  oT 
York  of  the  accufation  brought  againft  nim>^ 
as  haying  been  intruded  into  his  fee  by  die' 
royal  authority,  had  fince  confirmed  it,  by' 
a  letter  to  th^e, legate,  whom  Pope  Lucius* 
the  Second  had  fent  itito  England.      Bul^^^ 
left  Eugenius  fhould  not  tHink  this  teftiniony 
fufficient  to  condemn  the  archbilhop,  as  three* 
other   clergymei),   of  eminent  cjignity   aha 
very  good  charafters,  had  fworn  to  thd  c6ii-\ 
trary,  he  added,  that  common  fame  Bad  report  eti^. 
jueh  things  of  him^  as  would  be  reajfins  not  dnly  . 
for  depojinga  bifhop  y  but  for  degrading  a  jbldieT-.^ 
By  what  means  thefe  acciiiations,   if  the^^' 
were  calumnious,  are  to  beieconciled  with^ 
the  piety  of  St.  Bernard,*  or,  if  they  were  * 
true,    with  the  piety  of  St.  William,   the 
church  which  prays  to  them  both  would  do' 
wifely  to  confider.  Certainly^  the  great  lian^ - 
cour  with  which  they  were,  urged,  and  fome 
of  them  (as  Bernard  himfelf  acknowledged)' 
on  no  better  grounds  than  common  fam^,  or. 
rather  on  the  report  of  the  archbi(hop*s  cne-. 
mies,  (hews  in  that  abbot  a  temper  unbe^- 
coming  a  good  man  and'  a  Chriftian.     All' 
his  proceedings  in  this  affair  feem  to  have 
been  infligated  by  a  fpirit  of  cabal,  arid  a' 
partial  affedion  for  his  own  order,  to  which' 
the  adyerfaries  of  William  belonged.     But- 
Eugenius  relied  fo  much  on  his  fentiments, 
Ccnr.  Chror.^^d  was  alfo  fo  moved  by  the  perfuafions  of 
f::baiin.  1*67  another  Ciftercian  monk,'   Henry  Murdac,. 

who 
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who  engaged  with  a  bitter  zeal  againft  the 
ar^hM^hop,  that  he  refufed  to  give  the  pall 
to  .that  prelate,  tliough  the  whole  confiftory 
w^s  oi)  his  fide.  How  far  he  himfelf  may 
bq^/ijippofed  tp  have  been  biafled  by  a  regard 
fofx  the  or^r>  injthe  honor  of  which  (as  he 
ha4  belonged  to* it)  he  might  imagine  that 
hi^  own  was  partly  concerned,  I  fhall  not 
dctf rmipje  :  but  undoubtedly  he  afted  with 
great  partulity,  Prefently  after  this  time, 
!\e. came  into  France,  and 'called  a  council  at. 
R%ini5,  to. which  he  fummoned  all  the  . 
iMrench  gnd  Englifli  biftiops.  But  Stephen, 
exjremely  offended  at  his  conduct,  both  on  , 
tije  account,  of  the  archbifhop  of  York,  and 
of  the  bifliop  of  Winchefter,  whofe  com- 
njiflion  he  refufed  to  rfenew,  (hewed  a  proper 
refentment,  by  abfolutely  forbidding  the  bi* 
Ihpps  of  England  to^  go  out  of  the  realm, 
and  in  particular  the  archbi{hop  of  Canter- 
bury, whom  he  chiefly  fufpe(9:.ed  of  intri- 
guing with  the  pope  to  his  prejudice.  That 
prelate,  having  iaeffedlually  defired  his  per- 
miflion,  refolved  to  go  without  it,  and  finding 
the  ports  fo  fl:ri(3:ly  guarded,  that  he  was 
unable  to  procure  any  (hip  for  his  paflage, 
put  to  fea,.  from  fome  of  the  open  parts  of 
the  coafl:,  in  a  fmall  crazy  boat ;  and  lb,  with 
rnuch  difficulty  and  hazard  of  his  life,  part: 
over  to  France.  When  he  took  his  feat  in  , 
the  council,  Eugenius  made  a  high  panegy- 
rick  upon  him,  for  having,  as  his  Holinefs 
was  pleafed  to  exprefs  it,  Jwum  rather  than 
'      M  3       .  ,      ,       '  Jailed 
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GeJiubS?  r^W^  andci}e^^c^^  be  ffiia  to  St.  P^tfr  mi  /a 
?ol.  1365/  /)$f  Qrderi  of  HQtnf* '  tlie  qtlipr  Englilh  V- 
^op's  obpye^  jHe  king  and  thp  Jaw$  bf  tb;d^)? 
<fouptry :  fpr  ^^fcH  they  ijv^crjB  *j)ut,  !by  tH« 
juttprity  p^^he  pop'e^  unilcr  fpiritugJ  c^ca^ 
iures.  So'ftropg  va?  jthc^cpnflidl  betisVcc^ 
i|ip  ecelefiaftipVp4  d^  Jtirlfdidiops  f  ^' 
Jn  this  popncir  Pope  pugenius  determil)ec| 
the  c iuifp' of  t^^^  archbimop  of*  VorkV  6r 
rather,  be  tbl?re  pronounced  that  fen^wifip 
Igainrt  him,  which  he  had  b^f<3ire.  reibl^jd 
tppals.  Yhe  good  prelate^^'  finding '1|!|S' 14^ 
Iiiicfe  fll  aifpdjred  towards  him|  and  -Wiflg 
I  qiinp  thaf  h?Ltpd' contention^  hid  l!^ifif-i|ie 
cpurt  of  ^ ope,  and  gone  in^  Sicijyi  ^hei^ 
he  j^QW  lived  retirca,  under  the  aijjia^)^ 
8b1)ttiiel0>.  protealpriof  hi§* relation,    ^uj^f^ 

'lrV^T-"r  PIp^^^^I^!  pwper  to  judge  hiin  dijrinrll^ 
{tagqftalT  abfence^  and  op  jh^  fole  teftimony  «pf  J>is 
iubann.>i47.  accufergV  the  chief  of  whpm  was  'Hw^^ 
Kj^rdap.  All  the^ccufat^bn$broti^hf'a^ 
hiiiii  e'^cept  thi?  interveijjtipn  or  the  'f-pyij 
autj^fity  jn'^is  eled^pj),  kf^r^  naw]ct  dn^^ 
which  i%z  ftpng  propf  of  his  JmibcewJe 
with  relpeil!  t^  thp  ajbefflpM  thro%n*'A|«^ 
hini  by  Bernard,  His  life  and  manners, 
pindoqbtedly,  werp  rmii  |^?$reTy  ^xatrtiotd^ 
^hd'if  any'pbjedtion  cai»ld  have  been  niade 
to  themV  the  90'piicil  would^have  heai^of  it, 
^s  well  as  Eugeniu$,  from  tbkt  eloqucn^ 
abbot  t  but  to  accufe  hinl  In-^pubiicfc"  Wbs  a 
thpre  difHcult  and  hazardous  mattec  thad  tq 
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t>  »     KING     HBNRY    31.  '^ 

40^W«^  bim  in  a  pwal*  letter,  ^  Xet>  ckjpr  .Pp"*^^-. 
(Ik3^  wa«  of  all  the.i$aiQ«,  wJlich  nwli«  ^iii  ^  '•  ^ 
^n4tir  ha4  >eaii<uivavrtd  49  fix  .on  his  cjifl^ 

t^h9fity,  .^m^4«v  4*  *^^  a^e-of  the  pqpc, 
«p$t.of.tbe  caui^cil«,pro(K^nced,  that  Jbe J^ouii 
^Jep^f^d^mMi  ff^  ^^<^Hff  Stephen,  king  of  . 
Engitmdy  ^d<tiffmnaifj  ibim  iaJt  b^are  a^oh- 
MVTMfi  ek0ttfi. .  ^Xataia.  djAji, majority,  of  the 
iQar^Al«  i9,,t^(ipCNU0tc4  o^ion^rate  to  jda^ 
4M9f«r  th^ig  ^t6>n  /of.  iiis  ^h  raaj^  and 
igf^jfiftf^^v^/^gkt  JUiittio  be  thus  CQne- 
4lti«Mi <tfo|i«rd*<  •  in  v«iia  did  J^bot  Sjigei;,  VideSnger, 
.j^^mtf^ifimmip€CcK  dedartr.  that,  Ct^'^^^^f,^ 

£«nl<in^y  \l»  muds  a  reaftm  to  ai^ntil  his  jeleq-  '•  ^■'• 
df^ftaiicai^  iingt  bad  a.  right  to  fmf  outh 
$l»^i'ihapur4  thafe  Ju^f&s  vfho  would  it  mafi 
^itp^dffile  t9  (htm.      His- 'Codeine  w^  apt  ■         .; 
^Hgrdrahie  to  ithe  |pope^.  and  councils,  then 
\/mMBi  the  mere  took-  of  tl^^a^M^  suithority. 
i^fiof  •didJ5t|g<nio%.|i#dse  -^«|op8^  aca)rdiBg 
\t9iihs.  fQVu»cilm%Ttm!^  <>f  l^oini^,  in.  fei?^i^ 
;  ^loppoffiTOi^  of  fVj^Jli^  feigfi;^  :gjigla/»d. 
-A»t  elmblifh  b  prepe(knt  fof  }fu]^v|ft^.^the 
■  «i|ikttt^  ail  ^(tces,  and!ta)^ne..i^^^t})qn 
iMWitTithe' libciii^  of  I  reco^^ief^ian  m^fk^ 
kkt^ion  of  bi(hop£.>  AU  oppofition  .m^^jthere- 
:,6me  fruitk{»5..and  Wima;5i..,l^ing  .depofed,p«"''Chron. 
.<he:diaf«er  of  York,  ufton  the  po^'s.  mandate,  ^^^"^^^'^J-;^ 
'  fmoeetdcdjdbO'  el«i3:  anothgr,  archbifliopj  with-  c  1 7. 
i,oitt/COOfilljliU|gt;thQ I  Jcingf  -  V^<?)  fccmed  }o  be 
..al&,iaepofedr/rqj9  ^«  dignitj  and  royal^pVp- 

M  4  rogatives, 
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m^^^^\  rogativcs^      The  majority    of  the   cb«ptd^) 

'^''"'"'•'^  chofe  Hilary  biihop  of  Ghicheften;;  J>atjai 

fadbioh  among  them  having  voted/ fbr.Hamty. 

Mordac,  abbot  of  Fountain,  a  double  retail 

was  made  to  Eugenius  :  ,  wbercopoa  >thati^ 

ponti3^  confirmed  the  eledion  of  Muixiarp. 

his   favorke,    and  inunediately  coafeeratedi 

him  with  his  own  handSi    So  flagraixtlyj  werci 

the  rights  both  of  the  clergy  aand  crawn^ofc 

England  vioiated  by  the  pope,  ^  who  nnfdeu 

himfelf  the  &^o  niafter  of  this  ekftmn;  inisU 

manner  abfolutely  unkpown  before  ^to  >6fcir 

(:hurch,  and  which  is  fpoktil'0fl^J^hxii%1lfili(l 

even  by  fome  of  the  monks  wha  wrote/kii 

Ccm  n>id.    thofe  days.     The  depofed  atchbifhqpv  Mhtaci 

ft1^^?h"  ^^1^^^^  ^^^  fentence  pafled  againft  hmi^roMi 

f  nn.  U48.    turned  into  England,  and  retired  to  the  howflq 

Ncubrigcnf.   of  his   friend  the   bifliop  of  Wincheft«rt|i, 

Li.  c.  17.      where  he  employed  all  his  time  in  the pcac^^i 

ticc  of  devotion,  without  the  ;leaft  muimuQu 

or. complaint  of  thei  injury  done  him;  with^V 

out  either  frying  himfelf,  or  caring  to  hcvj^- 

a  reproachful  word  faid  of  thofc,  from  whonDJ 

,  he  had  fuffiered  this  iniquitous  perfecutionui 

But  the*  prelate,  wtofe  gueft  .he  was,  AiH;^ 

continued  to  treat  him  as  archhiAop  of  York^^ 

regarding  no  further  the  authority  of  theu 

fovercign  pontifiy  than  as  it  concurred  with 

his  bwia  purpofcs.     Under  his  roof  Williaml , 

ibVnTu*^^*  refided  till  the  year  eleven  hundred  and.  fifty-H, 

Gcrvflfe,  fab  four,  ^y^hen  fortune  changed  in  his  favor;  i 

ann.  1153,    Fpr  hi?  three  principal  enemies,  Eugenius^^v 

Ncubrigcnf.   Bcrnatd*  and  Henry  Murdac  having  all  died* 
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b  #     K  I  N  G*  H  E^^ro  Y     H.  f% 

tiwuycBr  before,  and  Fope  Aniftalius,  who     Kwilelv 
fuccccdcd.to  BugeniuB,  beiilg'higfneiid,\he   '''^**^ 
iobtaided  hiapaU.     Yet  his  enjoyment  of  a» 
dj^nity,  ;purchafed  with  fo  much  trouble^ 
wacf  not  df  aihmg  continuance :  he  died  fooni 
Sifyttwitdsi  land  is  faid  by^foroc  writers  to   ^ 
hiavG^becn  murdi3red  by.potfon  in  the  facra-- 
meotal'/iwiQe:  ^birt  WilUaim  of    Newbury,- 
upon  'ft  carefiid  enquiry  into  the.fafb,  aiTure^ 
iis;diat  the  report  of  it  was  foonded  on  nor- 
thing but  flight  and  uncertain  fufpicions. 

ijWhilejtibejarahbiih4)f>  of  Canterbury  te^^ 
iQkioqi^df in  iFraiure  with  Eugenius  the  Thicd, 
tbey^eciterodriivto  great  conSdence  aiiid  dofe-* 
nc&iof  rounfels^  not  only  on  ecclefiailical, " 
buttonricml  affairs.     They  both  hated  Ste- 
pfttci^jwho^  by  ftopporting  his  brother  in  his 
appiicataon  to  Roqie  for  a  renewal  of  Tiis    * 
IdgttfiiiLe  power  dnEngland,  had  grievoufly 
ofi»mded.  ther  primate;  and,  by  patronizing 
Wiiildftm  amhbifliop  of  York,    had  no*  lefs 
^iigered  the  pope.     TJiey  agreed,  therefore, 
tOI^aftft  Prince  ttenry .  Plantagenet,   when 
time  ^ould  feorei;  and  took  meafures  to* 
gtofihcr,:;. which  proved,  after wardr- of  great  • 
airaniage  to  him,*  and  were  the  fecret  fpringS' 
of 'fomc  very  inxportant  tranfa<ftioas, 

aY©t  it  docs  not;appear  that  the  archbifliop 
of 'Canterbury  obtained  at  thii'timie  the  le- 
gating digaity*-    The  biibop  of  Windiefter, 
indeed^  had  bceti-deprived^ofiDby.'Celeftinc  t 
the<jSeoond),  and.cquld  not  get  it -renewed  by  x 
3jttQiua;whi&^.fud:cfibir>..ar  by  Etigeniu5>:;-baf  J 

^y?^'"'  '^     ^      ;  ido  ■ 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


V^Gwv.      l^^tc  till  the  year  ilereodbizmiwd  aiUiififiyi- 
ckroB*  HitB-  (pn^.     Xfac  cay itcU  q£  Rneim^  inang  tbdol^ 
SdLffS^  ke  reamed  into  Ejg^land,.xqofidiin5g      tfi» 
aniu  ii$u    ficWQr  of  the  pope  ta  pratc^tMm  uga^iftcdie 
ctprxccden^  l^feotesciit  of  his  iovereigs;  ii4tofe!caiimiiUKad 
*^* :         h^  l»d  ilighted^  aad  the  l^kmsvi.thtiivfMii, 
which  he  fo  contUfxitcioufl^a  h^  ^pgcAbnat-it 
Genr.  Cliroii,  ^fi-ii^gc;,    Btit,  upon  hifiiacTiytl  rAttn!QjntefN> 
^ATpciiixt^^^^    Stephen   ioMncuiktclyvi^catr;^^^ 
Cantanr.  m    from  LondoH^  ond  fcBBt  vhiixi>j(lKb.angi:yrtec£* 
^rk-Thcobaiii.jQ^g^  Without  ddg^ng  rto  :^enhida>nitfafift» 
not  linking  it  fa&.  to  cdniimie  46Dg!effiiiiL 
£i9glafid»  he  j:eturtted  badcrtoFraots^.'^c^'Bhs 
queen  and  William  of  ipres  endeavsmrtad  to 
mediate  a  reamciliatiooT;  ^nid»  that  lie  m^^ 
he  nearer  to  England,  perfdaded  himtoeonie 
to  St^  Omer's  i  where  he  remained  ^foc'^sink 
.  .    time>  expe&ing  the  event  of  ^m  latefftef** 
fiom.     Several  hifhops  andabbotsiweiiii §9«t 
li»  confer  witb  him;  bttt>  as  neithitrrhey^^ur 
ixis  fovereign,  could  be  induced  to  MyaU^ 
the  one  to  the  other,  all  expedients^to  nauake 
them  friends  were  found  inefiedual*  At  kft^ 
the  obilinate  prelate^ .  exafperated  at,  being 
detained  fo  long  from  his  fee,  fent  6ver  to 
jBngland  letters  of  interdict,  wherein  a  day 
was  fi^iced,  before  which  if  he  had  not  per-- 
sniflion  to  return^  they  were  to  take  place 
againft  all  that  part  of  the  realm,  which  was 
in  obedience  to  Stephen.     Thefe  were  the 
£rfl  of  this  nature  to  which  England  had 
been  ever  iubjefted  ^  and  they  were,  there- 
fore. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


^  It    KING    ,H^¥  ty    JI- 

ffM,  mmcb  <i^re  Aepr^JH^  )tp  tfaie  n)io49  of  tbc 

^BtogUfli^    Jj^e  Jcii^g  1^  ^i^/e^  the  arebbir 

i^^8  ;^spporg|itips,  ]i|pQ»  his  gqiflg  out  of 

|Ue  |di|g49f»f  m4  bfing  ia  gre^t  VftOt  of 

W?R^»  QPfiFP^e^  hif  lenante,  by  cixftfting 

m^  tl^m  tttok  ^f)t$  before  thp  uAial  time. 

^IH^  idjjit  pr0ajtf  ^ras  ijrfprmed  of  ti^cf? 

frpccc#ngf,Tip  iqc^  0>if>PfJ>g  jitGraveline$, 

|P^  l^dcfd  in  ^iffplk,  at  a  port  bQlonging 

fpil^li  pi^^  whp>  being  ip  arms  ^gainft 

$tc|4ic;ni   ropeive4  him  mtk  gre^t  honor$« 

iLt't^e  ten^|:(e  had  ii^4  ^P  fciletnnly  pvh- 

tifi|^.i«^  Jlttflr^a: ;  whi^h  deeply  »ie(3:pd 

^^  B^^^¥^^  M'^^  ^^^  divine  feryice  penformed 

|ii  'l^tofp  co^fi^rie^  th^t  aoicnQwledgisd  Ma-- 

tilda;  and  not  iir  thoTe  that  obeyed  the  king. 

$^5  fx^«(|tkel|oe^  of  t^is  intiixuddted  tha 

i^tteri  -vi^o'  ihould  pither  have  far^feoo  or 

^^i^i&d  ib^m :  bu£»  ^  he  ufii^lly  A<9:edi  he 

%eg4ii  VMt^  ^^t,  aqd  coaplqded  with  v^vtr 

m&.  .»T^  b^ops  pf.  Loridcin,   Norwich; 

ppiidbe^eri  and  feyer^  t«mpo;r9;lJtoxd^»  )vv«w 

v^'  emploj^  by  him  to  try  to  pcrfuadi^ 

^  aik:hbAib9p  "ta  t^|f:e  off  the  Jnterdi(a»:i 

;fi?hich  they  Gould  npt,  by  41^  argumedtfel 

pwail  upon  him  to^dpi  till  he  was  bircmght 

.  pack  in  triumph  to  his  miitropciU^n  fee>  hy 

"^''^tfaqfe  nobles  ^nd  pr.elateithcmfelve^w  -Afat^J 

tirecedent,  wjbich  gave  si.nKrfl^grievous'knd 

'^cuifabi^'^^ wound  to'th^  tbya^tei&iorityl    :- 

"^  ''The  Ipirits  of  the  part^  «againft:  the  king 

^l^rere  oi^ch  Jraifed  by  the'hope$,nfhey  now 

^i3i<jeive^^  of-9rice  uo^rc  g^ininfgthe  church 
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HIStdl^Y    OF     THE    LIFfe, 

to  their'ilde.  Many  cifcumftances  concurred . 
to  infpire  thofe  hopes.  /The  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  by  the  favor  of  Eugenius,'  .was, 
become  fo  fuperior  to  the  bifliop  of  Vvin^ 
chefter,  that  the  dominionF,  which  hitherto 
had  been  aflumed'  by  the  latter  byer'the 
clergy  of  England,  was  in  a  great  meaifure 
loft.  TJiat  the  pope  and' Stephen"  vfere  on. 
ilHerms  was  publickly  khdwn;  and,  though 
.  the  archbilhop  in  appearance  was  reconciled, 
to  the  king,  their  real  enniity  wa&'no'^cret 
to  'men  of  any  fagacity.  There  is  great  rea-^ 
fon  td  believe,  that,  at  t^is  very  time^,  ,t]^b, 
archbifhop  wa$  combined  wkh  the  ear)  of 
Norfolk  and  other  nobles,  in  carrying" on .*a 
negociation'  for  inviting  Henry  Plahtagenet 
to  come  again  into  England  j  Which  took 
efFed:  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty-  .. 
.  nine.  Determined  as  the  enemies  of  Stephen 
were  now, '  after  the  ufage  he  had  ^iven  to 
;"  the  earl  of  Chefter,  not  to  fubmit  to  the 
tyranny  of , his  government,  they  were  no 
lefs  refolved  not  to  fubjeCt  themfelves  and 
their  country  to  the  pride  of  Matilda :  nor 
were  they  difpofed  to  give  the  crown  to  the  earl 
of  Anjou,  whom  they  always  confidered  as 
a  -ftranger  to  England,  married  to  the  daugh- 
Genr.  Chron,  ter  of  their  king  without  their  confent.  The 
fttbaDD.1149.  ^j^]y  objea  of  defire  to  them  and  the  nation 
was  Prmce  Henry,  his  eldeft  fon,  who,  hav- 
ing done  nothing  to  alienate  their  afteftions, 
was  unqueftionably  entitled  to  their  allegi-;- 
ance,  by  every  reafon  of  jufticc  and  poiicy, 

as 
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o^  ,  .K  I  N  Q     H  KH  R  ^i   II.  ,73/ 

aj  well  as  the  pafhs^jyhich  they,  had  formerly.   Book  fcr 
taken  to  maintaiii  |iis  fucceflioa*.  Indeed  the.  '^'^'^' 
pretenhqns  of  ^atild^^  might  haye  ^ood  in 
bar  t9^  his  claim,,  til  J ,  aftpr  ^  her  death ;  iind  he- 
might  have  been  greatly  embjstcrafled,  either; 
toTet  them  aficje,  againft  h?r  w^ll,  or  to  fop- 
port  them,  againft  that  of  thq  nal^or>:  bat^- 
ill  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  .ihc  had  the, 
gQod  ^nfc   to  depart  from  them   h^rfelf^. 
being  convinced  that  it  would  be  impofiible* 
to  overcome  the  diflike  whiqh  fhe  difcerned . 
in  theEnglifh;  and.notdefiring  to  prevent  her^ 
fon^  from  being  a  king,, that  fhe  might  retain 
the  name  of  queen.     A  fondnefs  for  him  ^ 
was  Secome  her  ruling  paflion,  and  (he  fa- 
crificed  tp  it  that, pride,  which  never  would 
b^fid  ta  her  intereft. 
'He  was  now  fixteen  years  old,  and  began  J-  P-  Haguft, 

mind;  fo  that  he  feemed  to  be  capable  of  Tab  ann.  1149. 
hewing  his  party  ^  and  they  ^arneftly  dcr 
marided  his  prefence  in  England,  thinking » 
and  declaring,    that,  the   carl  of  GJoceiler, 
being  dead.  Tie  was  the  only  le^c^r,  undqr, 
whom  they  could  adt  with   ai^y   %irit  ^r  ^ 
union.     The  king  of  Scotland,  after  having  V^Ncttbrig. 
made   his    efcape  out  of  Winchefter,  liadr**^^** 
taken  poffeflion  of.  the  three  counties  adja- 
cent to  his  kingdom,  not  in  his  own  name^  , 
bdt'  as  in  culiody  for  Matilda  and  Hei^ry  , 
her  fon.     The  inhabitants  of  thofe  counties 
were  glad  to  be  under  his  government ;  for, 
he  was  fo  careful  to  proted  then^  that  they 
-^      ;  '  fufFered 
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pfeviT*te»-,-  ttj-  ctifrry  Hiy  artiiflf  Hi  fiiKilwrtlb 

if^s^iviiltngi  ct»-td^  a^  liii^adlVel'liitk/^df- 
kkn  i^Mf.' Itb'  h^/  Gt^i  of  bMn^lriEi'  i^ 

very  dirigek'oiis':'  lltitrtB,^  By  niilldlri^tj^-  of<* 
f^te- War  ^i£^Stbpl»fhyiic;tm|;gt«^b^ 
his-'oWn  kingdom' lb  /bi^  ^^atgerl--^ic^^ 
feemeff  tbf  rfefuirfe' tHatife  ffadtAd  ^jfySlStx-m* 
cotnpence  for  k  >  anid  du>u|^9iewi&'a  |^Ut^ 
of  grtial*  generbfityi  fi<f  fd&btti'a!I6Wfeil  it  •» 
gb"  beyond  Ms  cWfcreftiofl:  Wifethertie? ta^ 
plained  hinHftlJf  <Jh  tffis  ardderBiJfbftf  H6(byl 
came  to  hitn-/  ourantidit^sMthbrs'  aW'^6n6 
J.  Hagnftaid.  Certain  it  isy  that'Hc'inritctf  Hiin^OVdr>^<^ 

ctHJntingd!  artioiis  wiar  formed,  iri  coiicferf  perhaps  *^lll 
fobaon.ii4Q.  thdpop©,^  through  the- (SiaJrinePof  tfee'arcfci- 
»i2.'.4Stcpb.j,i^Qp  ^jf  Gantcrbui^:  upon  "w^KidH  the*«arf- 

of  Anjou  and-  Matilda  v^erB'  prdrAiaderf' to" 
fend  their  fon  into  En^attd;  with  a  good* 
body  of  chofen  forces,  bdth  horfe  and  foot. 
He  landed  fafely,  we  arfe  not  told,  in  what 
hiarbour,  bat,  as  I  conjedlure^,  at  Warehaiftj- 
'which  was  now  in  thel  pcrffeffibn  of  the' 
ybting  earl  of  GlocefteH  vflro,  no^  infcftcii^ 

yfiih 
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wAk:  rdie.  pcefidf  nf  Mr  fnoidier,'  femuaed''  y'^J', 
fittttifotto  the  eiaib  ffa*  his  fiuhter  ht^ 
mda^aauBd  with  fitch-  inAtalibto  xooftaacf;* 
From  thence  Hauy-  fliatdied-.iiito  ihmfe  o0 
thie  iveftern  counties,  being  j<Mned  b^  the 
«Btl  o^  ChdiaBr*  mA  Rcgtt^aA  o{  He^otd, 
inibiii^^lMlodehcr  b&rons  of  note  in  dMf(» 
mm$^^JiAio6sf:t»^A  he  had  come  ounsfy 
iMivi^^aiiABCi^tertbe  gMettly:  aaimated  hf 
kis  af»ftbh){d&ttbih«3/»  did>flfe)«^t)tink  it  :fd<- 
i^feaiiee>i»iaattKd«an7-attmiptt  againA  Ste- 
fbMQiom  Bia^laoAi  till  thajr  Oioiili  zAkt 
•dfojini^iviwtlhidie^eotcbf:  their  piiiici^ 
rffca^pdrrtgi  hdi%  iadlie  ai^  that  D«^id  had 
]{afo^e4i'-^raiiiowii<vrhich,  in  thm  pttieaf 
^rBttsift^nDGirfi'  thty  had  -nO'hope^  of<  Aiccefe. 
^<fohip»«l9Ewr^ike^iifB|r  imtit,  and  found  hiffi' 
aft  ihe  -head  of  ah  army»  in  the  toxsrn  o£' 
GorUtte*  Hcnr)r  was  received  by  htm  with 
af-tsndlK  afttSkiom  The  mtitvrity  jof  his 
im^iilaa^ingV'  attd  a  magnanimity  that  apn 
jUMtxtd'  in  aM  hi^^^portment;  drew  thr  ad«> 
tiMfat^n  ofi  the'Stiotch*  who*  were  the  more 
dii^fed>to  admiee  hiiti»  on  acooont  of  jriiqr 
Sdotcbblood  he  had  in  his  veins^  deriived^^ 
hna  fixMii  his  grandmodfer,  Ma^da  mt^  ' 
Qo^*'  During-  the  Whitfuntide  feftilrals* 
kept  h)r  David'  at  Carlifle  with  extraordiiMlt' 
pomp,,  that  monu-ch  conferred  on  Henr^-. 
the  honor  of  knighthood,  which  the  mode^ 
of  thoie  times  made  neceffary  for  princes,  as 
^n  as  they  were  capable  or  bearing  arms, 
Sat,  before  lie  did  this,  he  required  him  to'^ 

take 
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take  an  oath»  never  to  refttoie,  froth  hun^ 
vTiS^.  «r  his  heirs,  any  part  of  the  three  cooatiio^^ 
Li.  c.  22.     which  he  had  obtained  pofTenion  of^  duriog^ 
1.  ii.  c.  4.     fj^Q  troubles  in  England*  , 

If  no  intimations. had  been  giren^to  ileorj. 
of  this  denaand  before  he  came,  over,  it  wa^># 
iiirprife  upon  him,  an4  .^oo^dng  hit 
youth  and  the  place  he  wa^  in»  ^  y^  tMil^ 
one.  No  hiftorian^  who  .  lived  in  tJ^t  s^iv^ 
has  faid  ths^t  it. was  authorife^  by  Mattldftr 
In  whatever  manner  it  was  madp^  H^P^^P 
did  not  think  it  prudent,  \yhik  be  wm  4m 
Scotland,  to  difpute  it  with  the  king  j^  hi^ 
took  the  oath  prefcribed  to  him,  and  yi^de^ 
thofe  provinces,  in  hopes  of  recovering,  tl^ 
reil  cf  the  kingdom  by  the  afliftance  ^t^ 
Scotch. 

Another  difficulty  with  regard  to  thit 
matter  ^as  alfo  adjufted.  That  no  diicQC^ 
ten,t  might  renaain  in  the,  earl  of  Chdild^A 
on.a^:count  of  his  claim  to  Carliije,  which 
he,  had  not  renounced  when  Stephen  ^gave 
d^t  city  to  David,  it  no\v  w;as  agreed,  ^hat 
mi  eldeft  fon  of  the  earl  A^P^^d  marry  the^ 
daughter  of  Henry  prince  of  Scotland,  and 
r#ctive  in  exchange  for  his  pretenfions  to 
Carlifle  the  honor  of  Lancafter,  which  they 
propofed  to  conquer  for  him.  I  prefum©. 
that  he  was  not  to  hold  this  acquifion  a?  a, 
£ef  under  t)avid,  who  had  no  title  to  itj;  I?ut 
under  Henry  Plantagenet^  *?  king  of  Eng-^^ 

.l^pd* 
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iatti.     This  being  fettled,  fie  departed,  iii    J^^ 
orller'to  raife  greater  forces,  with  which  he   "^     "^ 
SBigaged  to  join  the  Scotch.     The  place  of 
Rendezvous  was  appointed  at  Lancafter,  and 
a  day  i&xed  for  hiis  coming.     David  accor- 
ding^ marcJiied  thither  With  his  army :  but> 
ii^tzA^  not  keeping  his  word,  Ke  returned 
-t^arima  mtieh  difiatisfied.^    While  he  lay 
tfeefej   Stephen^  drew   his   troopfe  together; 
M^  ettoe  to  Ydrkj    but  kept  himfelf  en- 
iSiftiy  upon  the  defehfive  :    and  David  acfted 
villi  the  fame  caution.   We  are  not  informed 
«iHhM"it  was  that  caufed  the  earl  of  Cheftei* 
to*  fail  in  his  promife;     Perhaps  he  could 
itet  raife  his  vaflals  fo  fpeedily,  as  he  had 
imagined  he  (hould,  Vhen  he  left  Carlifle; 
*i^  rather  the  mere  levity  of  his  natufdl  tem- 
per made  him  falfe  to  his  word  :  for  he  was 
accuftomed  to  change  his  condud^  hot  only 
With  his  intercft,  but  with  all  the  irregulfer 
iaSHes    of   his   paffions.     Poffibly   too  the 
arch'biflibp  o^  (Canterbury,  who  inight  thiiik 
ft  -would  become  him  ta  be  laft  in  the  fields 
Iras  ftpppcd  by  the  backwardnefs  he  faw  in 
the  earl  and  fome  oi  his  other  confederates^ 
upon  whofe   alacrity  he    had   counted.     It 
ibight  have  been  expefibcd,  that  the  earls  of" 
Nbrfolk,  of  Pembroke,    and   of  Hertford^ 
would  join  the  king  of  Scotland  and  Henry 
Plantagenet,  either  with  thfe  ^arl  of  Cheftcri 
or  without  him  :  but  they  wfere^  probably^ 
reftrained    from   it,    by   fome    negociation 
dpcned  with  tbcm  by  Stephen,  or  by  the 
Vol.  II.  N  •     difficulty 
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.  "6ooV!t.     difliciilty  tKey  fblind  bf  duaVShg  thteir  fbrettfs^ 

'  ^— ^v— >   Q^j.  ^f  th^  feveral  toiintits,  ift  Which  tfcelr 

chief  power  lay  :   'atid  theit  inaOiion  itt%fit 

be  ati  argumtent  to  with-holdthfe^hWfllo]^^ 

*who,  certainly;  wi^  ti6t  deficitBt  hi*ziik\fdv. 

the  caufe,  nor  ih  cfodrage.   •  * 

The  hopeis  of  prince  Pfttil^  Wctc  att  tkfWd 
by  this  difappdintment.  Hfc  fbught^^-otf- 
cafion  of  ciercifiiig  Ris^  ne*#'  pnifefflofi  6f 
arms,  or  \to  i^tikm  the  Ikn^ife^  df'thit 
age^  he  defirtd  rt?  g^k  his' j^n&^^^r  hUt  %.t 
could  not  poflibly  take  the  field,  vtgiinit  a 
royal  atmy,  t^^h  his  own^rciops  iAlortej  hbr 
find  arty  proper  nifearis  of '  employing  !&& 
valoi*,  while  the  two  icin^s>  alAibft  eqiSatty 
afraid  of  each  other,  fcontenteti  thenTife?H%& 
with  only  gxia^tog  ttleir  bbrders;  iF^Wit 
'  happened  that  the  Whole  fu^tner,  and-  prfrt 
of  the  autumn,  of  the  year  eleven  handled 

*  and  forty  nine,  paiTed  without  any  confidt- 
rable  eveht^  except  that  Euftacc,  who>  that 

*  year,  had  beeii  knighted  by  his  father,  Sid 
'*nad  the  command  of  fome  forces,  made  ill- 

trtirfions  into' the  lands  bf  thofe  iBngliih  bk- 

^  tons  who  were  with  Henty  at  Carhfle,  and 

'  did  them  much  mifchief;  *"The  rcputatibj^ 

■^  which  that  prince  acquired  by  this  aftidny 

"'  rhe'iirit  eiploit  of  his   maiihtiody  cawfed 

Henry  to  repine  the  mote  at  his  oWn'feaiid& 

being  tied  :  and  therefore,  feeing  lio  proipcidr 

Gcrv.  ChroA.  pf  gaining  any  honor,  or  doing  himfelf  any 

^""^^^^'^^^^'ttrvicc^'hy^  longer  abode  in  the  court- V)f 

.li.  h./  -  i)avi^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


V 


tSs^ji'ldt  whc^  ]ia  fouiKl.  determm      not  to 

fa^tO^flfiyw  ag^nft, Stephen,  he  returned 

ip«j(^,  Ivf^^f^^^y^    at  th€  beginning  of  the 

y^Jir-^y^n  h«acjir?d  arid  fifty*    Yet,  though 

.hef^d.not  .h?f?9  able>  during  his  ftay  in 

*his  illand,  to  fignalizp  himfelf  by  any  illuf- 

trious  adlions,  he  left  behind  him  fuch  im- 

{j^ff^lfpm  of  hi$r-  xuepit  an4  capacity,  that  his 

M4v^4^onf4i  o«^r  was  in  reality  of  great  ad- 

t^afl^t«g€^tp  hy?^,.  aad  ftrongly  difpofed  the 

jl^in^s  of  .the  EngUih  nobility  to  invite  him 

ji^^i  at  a  i3aore  favorable  feaibn. 

,j  r  T^p  €»rl  of  lAnjou  was  new  in  quiet  pof-  A.  D.  1150^ 
.^j^fiion  of  Nofmandy,  having  deterred  all  his 
.^ef^e$  £max  exciting  any  new  difturbances 

.jja^e,  by  the  firmnefs  and   vigour  of  his 
.igpl^eipiment.     But.  the  treafonable  practices  v.  Sog.  q«ft* 

,af  a  prince  of  the  blood  would  have  kindled  p-  "^^^^^^ 

•  ig^'jcivil  war  in  the  whole  kingdom  of  France,   ^^''   ,^ 
if  it  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  prudence 

4M>d   magnanimpus  fpirit  of  Ahbot  Suger, 
.^hq,  Avhen   his   maftcr  went  to  the   Holy 

•  war,  had  been  left  regent  of  France,  from 
thetfipgular  copfidence>  v^^hich,  not  only  the 

^kjing)  but  the  n^^tion,  unanimoufly  placed  in 
J||is  wifdom  and  integrity*  Their  opinion  of 
J^fra  was  juftified  by  every  adt  of  liis  re- 
,.gc;Bcy  :  but  the  moft  difficult  part  of  it  was 
\f^  the  latter. end,  when  Robert  earl  of  Dreux, 
r:whi?  had  returned  into  France  before  his 
^|>ro!ther,  tried  toraife  a  Jreb^llion  there  againft 
:c}lh*f'  -moparch>  ,imd  obtain  the  crown  for 
.t^.^tCX  '    N  5^ /  himfelfi 
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x^!!^V,  Rin^ftlf  i  ^^9  at  Icaft,  to  ufarp  the  whofe 
power  of  the  government.  His  hopes^  of 
fuccefs  in  this  flagitious  dfefigii  were  grotuftded 
bri  the  H!  htimour,  which  tbe  loft  andndif-  . 
hbnor  that  the  nation  had  differed,  from>thc 
lat«  unhappy  erufede,  had  produced  in^  marly 
of  the^'French,  apebple  umpti  from  tbo-vi** 
vacity  of  their'  temper;  to^bcar  with  mcslcv 
ration  either'^odor  bad  fortune.  He^art-^ 
fully  fomented  this  difcontent,  and,  by'ite*- 
puting  the  difafters,  ^f  ^hich  they  c^sak- 
plained,  to  the  'weaknefs  and  folly  of  E<wiw, 
drew  upon  him  at  once  their  contempt  ^ftid 
indignattorr.  The  hiftbry  o{  Firance  aflSo-cfed 
precedents  of  dtepofing  kings  for  ineapaeiff, 
^and  fhtittiiig  them  up  in  corivents.  >  fiouis 
had-no'ifluc  male:  hi^ brother  Meinry, ^iwifeo 
was  next  in  the  order  of  fticceffioh>Vhad 
taken  the  fi-ock  of  a  menk  in  the  abbey 'jnf 
ClaiTvaiix  :  *  thefe  cireutnftances  werre  ve*y 
favorable  to  the  ambition  of  Roberti^wlio. 
refolved  to  make  ufe  of  them,,  and  pulh  feis 
fortune  to  the  utmoft.  The  fermejit  in  y^ 
minds  of  the  people  was-  grfcat :  and  toany 
o^^the'nbbles  were  ready  for  a  revolt^  Robert 
having  gained  a'ftrong  party  among^lthofe, 
wfth  whom '  he  had  ferVed  'm  the  Eafl?;  by 
his  mahly  and  military  charaifer,  whitth- 
teferfred  to  render-  him  far  mote-  w<»thy  to 
govern  the  French  nation,  than  theW^ofed 
Louis;  and  the  general  povferfy"bToaght1ip<«i 
them,  by  their  expjhces  and  mifedvcntures. 
in  their  late" ruinous  enterpc^,  inft|K**i**£ 
*  theia 
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theto  to  fttefe  t  remedy^  fpr  il^  in  thp  coofu- 

fion-jQid'  vieltncc  of  ^cjvil  war^  or  In  fiich  a 

icjfbiogerof  tlie  gpv^rnme^t,  i^s  might  entitle 

tbtm  to  «dv>aatage$,.  they  9ould  nqt  hope  for 

iriitbe  prefentiAata  of  the  kpgdoiij,.    ^ut 

then  regent  .yf*^  warned  of  thefe  dangerouiiV.Sag.  epill* 

-niftdaiijifttioiis,  by^  letter  from  the  earl  of^5- 

^bsiderfc^  whor  at  the  fan^e  time  that  he 

^jaotiiied  hii^  to  b^  wejl  upon. his  guard, 

^otfemd  tot  come  and  affift ;  him,   if  there 

^Qutnld,  be  any  occaiion  for  it,   with  the 

ytImI^  tfoxoe  pf  his  earldom.     So  frank  an 

.ofFcr>  m^de  at  fuch  a  critical  time,  by  one 

iftf  the.  braveft  a^d  moft  powerful  princes  of 

^Fjfidfiqe, .  enMUed  the  regent  to  maintain  his 

fno^r^s  authority,  and  extingnifh  this  rebel- 

JIfllon  before  it  broke  out  into  any  open  flame. 

orilWhat  part  was  taken  by  the  earl  of  An- 

•  jQWD^rfr  are.  not  informed  ;    but  as  he,  and 

vlws  4>rDther-in-law,   the   earl  of  Flanders, 

vgenerally  aded  in  concert,  and  as  he  lived    , 

III  .the  looft  cordial  friendflbip  with  Suger, 

^S0e«:inay  venture  to  conclude,  that  he  gave 

no  -enlcouragement  to  the  treafon  of  Robert^, 

.^Grrallx«r,  that  he  joined  with  thenqt  to  refift 

'iiu»  1  in  the  coHc^tipn  of  Suger-§  letters  there  v.  Sag,  cpift. 

J  is  ohe^j  from  him  to,  that  minifter,  wherein  37« 

j.W'ufed  thefe  ?3{prcflions:  **  I  notify  to  you, 

>f*  arm  de^refi  ffiendf  that  (if  it  be  necef- 

t.^f  -fery}  you  may  fend  for  me  upon  the  king*s 

/i6^.fervice,  and  I  jhall  moji  ^certainly  attend 

■.^  you^  toferve  him  in  $11  affairsy  as  you.  Jhall 

^2ihr(fiuite,  and  even  with  more  diligence  than 

i«':'.  ■  •  N  5         '  ''if 
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'*  if  he  ijqere  prejent."'     Tliis  letter  indeed 
w^s  written  before  the  return  of  the  earl  of 
.    Dreux  into  France  :  but  I  find  no  reafon  to ' 
doubt  that   Geoffry   ftill  continued  in  the' 
fame  difpofitions.     Suppofing  only  that  he' 
did  not  abett  the  defigns  of  Rotiert,  it  wasj 
of  great  ferv ice  to  Louis  :  for  if  the.  power  J 
of  the  dutchy   of  Normandy,    and  of^tfjs, 
earldoms  of  Anjou,  Maine,  and  Tpufam^*^ 
had,  in  this  conjunSure,  been  eniployea  to' 
ftrengthen  the  fadion  againft  that  monarcti. 
the   word   confequences   might   have  been, 
feared  from  fuch  a  confederacy •'    But  it  may 
naturally  be  prefumed,  from  his  conneftjon^ 
at  this  time,  and  from  the  kindnefs  wi^ica 
afterwards  continued  to  fubfift  between  Sbger 
and   him,  that,  on   this   occafion,  he  was' 

V.  Sag.  cpift.  more  than  unaftively  loyal.      Yet  no  fooner. 

.150. 153'  was  the  king  delivered  from  the  danger  of 
fo  formidable  a  revolt,  than,  as  we  learn 
from  Suger's  letters,  he  was  ready  to  draw 
his  fword  againft  the  earl  of  Anjou.  The 
caufe  of  their  quarrel  is  not  told,  either  in 
atny  of  thofe  letters,  or  by  the  contemporary 
hiftorians.  But  it  will  not  be  difficult  to 
guefs  the  motives,  from  which  Louis  might 
be  induced  to  fuch  a  war.  For  though,  be- 
fore he  took  the  crofs,  his  interefts,  or  his 
paffions,  had  caufed  hiln,  in  the  manner  be^ 
jore  related,  to  give  the  inveftiture  of  thq 
dutchy  of  Normandy  to  Geoffry  Plantagenetj^ 
other  fentiments  might  now  prevail  in  his 
.mind  ;   efpecially  as  his  hatred  againft  the 

hcufe 
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Ilgufi;  of  Blois  wj?  intifely  overcome,  by  the 
artful  addrer$  of  tl)^  prefent  head  of  that 
^tfii\y,  Henry  e^l  of  Champagne,  who  haci 
gfH^  with  hifA  to^  the  £ai^,  an^  there  had 
ijj^niiat.ed  himfelf  into  bis  favor •  This  v.  Sog- xipift. 
vfi9C§^  WQuJd  naturally  ufc  all  his  credit  witl^  77* 
^is  foyer^ij;ii  to  the  advantage  of  Euilace, 
|u4  Qou^n  german«  and  Stephen,  his  uncle ;r 
^hlch,  tqgeth^  with  the  fupplications  and 
repiQachfs  pf  Conftantia,  the  fifter  of  Louis^ 
m9fvi^i  %P  E^uA^e*  Q^lght  incline  the  king^ 
lyhp  wap  yejyjpconft^nt  in  his  own  policy, 
%Q  vwidp  his  own  work,  and  drive  the  ear| 
^  Aiyou  aggifi  out  of  Normandy,  that  he 
fi^gljkt  reftore  it  to  his  brother-in-law,  ac-r 
fording  to  the  tenor  of  a  prior  engagement^ 
cp!fitra<9ted  by  hi^s  father,  ap4  ratified  by  him-* 
ielf.     Buf  jthe  immediate  occafion  of  their 

3 parrel  ipight  arife  from  difputes  concerning 
je  extent  of  the  king's  jurifdiiSion  over  the 
V^als  of  NortQ^ndy,  upqn  appeals  m^de  t9 
i^U  coprt  from  th^  court  of  their  duke, 
^hq  mi^d  c^  l^uis  9>ig|it  thus  be  irritated 
figainft  ih*  earl  of  Apjp^s  aijd  ip  diaj:  difpo- 
il^ioqi  i^  would  e^fily  receive  all  injipreffions, 
^kiQh  ihe  friends  of  Stephen  and  Euftace 
4efirp4  tp  rpake,  againft  the  right  of  that 
Hrin(;e  qt  of  his  copfort,  Matilda,  to  thp 
iiitchy  of  Normandy.  Certain  it  is  that  he 
^ad  fOfQie4  9'  defign  of  attacking  him  i^i 
fi^2^  coi«it^,  and  wa^  preparing  for  iti  with 
great  ardor :  but  as  fpon  as  Suger,  who  then 
was  afef^t  fro®  th?  French  cpjirt,  receive4 
N  4  '      ,     notice 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


^94  HISTORY   o^F    THE    LIFE- 

jooki.     notice  of  this   uaexpeAcd   rcfolutiony    hb 
^   ""'^       wrote  to  the  king,  and  eartieftly  entreated 
V.  Sug,c|)ift*  htm,  nojt  to.  engage  incbnfidcratcljr  in  a  waii 
M^*  ugainft  the  earl  of  Anjoi^  'whom  he  hiihfeUT 

had  naade  diike  of  NdrmaiKiy,'/z£;/isAi«*  iA© 
advice  (^  all  his^baronx:  A>ecaafe  fuxih:  a  war^ 
if  ra,flily  undertaken,  couild  i&either  be  qarriedb 
on  without  great  difEculty,  nor  dttopt^^with^ 
hoiior.  He  alio  i^wt  a  letter  to  tbs  eai4  of 
Arypu  and  ,  Matilda,  expreffing  the  gr^atssA 
concern  at  the  difference  bctweeta  ^hi^anafteo^ 
and  thein.  He  told  them,  that  he  had  heeM 
hpAored  with  marks  of  extraordinary  favor 
and  confidence  by  their  father  King  H^nry^ 
a^d  had  done  him  great  fervioes  in  ) many: 
important  negocia^tlons  and  treaties*  PartictOr*, 
larly  he  aiirmed>  that,  for  twenty*  ycairs  to# 
gether,  no  peace  had  been  ever  iiiadebe^ 
tween  Loqis  le  Gros  and  that  monarchs^t 
without  his  having  had  a  principal  Aare»ii« 
fettling*  the  iterms  of  it,  as  one  who  wa» 
y.  Sag.  epift.  ^q^^lly  truiled  by  both  princes.  He  prorf 
S5J-  feifed,  that. be  ftilL retained  the  fame  difpo^ 

fitions  ;  and  not  nieerly  from  love  of  peace^ 
btt^.  pu t .  of  gratitude  fox  the  favors  whick 
Henry  had  done;  him,  he  now  e^ortedthe 
eaul  of  Anjou  and  Matilda,-  to  ufe>  with  att. 
diligence,  their  utmoft  erfdeavours,  by  th?* 
mediation  c^  their  friends,  to  appeafe  thci 
anger  of  the  king,  and  regain  his  affection, 
while  it  was  yet  in  their  power  to  regain  it^ 
and  before  he  had  coficladed-  any  league: 
^ith  their  eoem^c;.     Theie  letters  had  att. 
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thfe  cfh€b.  hi-^iflhcd,     Louis  wa.s  ftdpped    Boot  !• 
firom^ paf fuiftg iiis  intention y  and,  when  he   '""'^"^ 
hadr  leifiirertD  refteiS  marc  coolly  upon  it^ 
hh:  di(cavered  what  his  pafiion  befbre  bad 
obnctsaied,  the  ^very  bad  policy  of  agitating 
2n&>kingdomy  wh^ch  flood  in  fnch  need  of 
ifapofep  "With  new  inteftine  broils,    and  of 
making:  that  potentate  an  implacable  enetn^;' 
idrhfasD  hid3  bad  found  a  ufefui  friend.  -  H^ 
tftttteferelteft  the  earl  of  Anjou  ift   peaciei^ 
aQAinroJbstoff.  the  treaty  begun  with  ElklacOi 
.Whether  tbat/earl  had;  gone  fj^ifar,  in  dc§6^ 
neniE^  to  him^  as  to  yield  the  poi|it*  in  dif-^ 
pute,>«we  are  not  informed  r  but  It  may  bi& 
pffcfamed,    that,  agreeable    to   the   council 
giycn  by  Suger,  he  made  fome  coiKZrefficQili^ 
kt  lorder  to*  recover  his  favor/    Ndr  did  he 
rfttnfcr  it  advifeable  to  fit  down  content  with 
h^y^mg  on]ydifpelled  the^prefent  ftorm ;  but, 
ibrefceing  a  new  change  in  the  mind  of  the 
king,  cndeayoured  to  prevent  the  eflfefts  o# 
Jhis  levity,  by  a  negociation,  which  was  un- 
doubtedly conodrted  between  hirtx  and  Suger'. 
^propofal  was  madeto  that* monarch  in  hlfii^ Gcft. Ludor. 
ntanbj  with  the  concurrence  of  Matilda,  thiti,  HiiorV?/^ 
.tf»  ha  would  gi\^  the  inveftiture  of  the  dutchy  ap  Dachcfnc, 
dfJsfbrmandy  to  Henry  their  fon,  th^y  would  ?•  4H- 
ea&e  fO  him  the.  Norman  Vexin,  a  proVince^'J^JJ^^^^ 
hfkkg  betwixt  the'Wvers  Epte  and  Andelle,  p.  984. 
iwberein   was  fitqated  tihe  caftle  of  Gifors, 
"VBihich  had  been  the  pritidipal  caufe  of  dif^ 
caord  biet^een  Louis  le  Gros  and  King  Henry, 
itfebmis  fwrpviiivngi}  that  thees^rl,  iriftead  qf 
:>£  >  ^  retaining 
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retaining  the  dutchy  under  his  own  admw 
niflration^  as  he  had  hitherto  done,  fhould 
defirc  to  give  up  a  frontier  of  fuch  inapor- 
A0ce,  and  which  had  coil  fo  rnuch  blood* 
merely  with  the  view  of  procuring  for  his  '^ 
fon  the  ihveiiiture  of  the  whole  i  No  cauft 
is  affigned  for  it  by  any  ancient  hiftorian: 
hut  feveral  motives  may  be  well  fuppo/ed 
to  have  influenced  his  conduxS  in  this  affair.^ 
He  probably  might  difcern  that  his  fubjedft^ 
of  Normandy  defircd  rather  to  be  goveropdj' 
by  his  fon,  than  by  him ;  that  prince  beiing. 
the  neareft  heir  male  in  dcfcqM  from  Wil* 
Ham  the  Conqueror^   and  now  of  an  age^ 
.which^   with  an  underftanding  fo  matur^ 
and  forward  as  his,  they  judged  to  be  capable 
of  fuftaining  the. weight  of  the  government*. 
Another  oonfideration^  which  might  reaion^^ 
ably  appear  of  great  moment,  was  that  the' 
immediate  pofieffion  of  Normandy  wjou^d  be 
very  ufeful  to  Henry,  in  aflifting  him  to  re*.    . 
cover  the  kingdom  of  England;  as  the  mofl: 
powerful  nobles,   who  had   fiefs   in    both, 
countries,  were  very  defirous  of  holding  them 
under  one  lord.     And  to  fecure  his  title  to 
Normandy,  by  a  new  adt   of  the  French 
crown,  ari&ng  from  a  treaty  beneficial  ta 
that  crown,  was  doubtlefs  good  policy  :  for 
the   prctenfions   of  Euftace   might  at   an|r> 
time  become  formidable,  if  Louis  could  be 
induced  to  countenance  and  fupport  them. 
The  earl  of  Anjou  therefore  adled  a  very 
prudent  part  in  making  this  dfEor ;  and  as 

for 
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for  Matilda,  fhe  gave  up  only  the  name  of 
a  power  which   me  had  never  enjoyed,  to 

f Procure  a  folid  benefit  for  a  fon  whom  (ho 
6Ved.  Poffibly  too  (he  might  hope  to  have 
a-  niore  rqal  fliare  in  the  government,  when 
vefted  in  her  fon,  than  (he  could,  while  it 
continued  in  the  hands  of  her  hu(band.  The 
king  of  France,  extremely  pleafed  with 
gaining  the  Vexin,  granted,  without  any 
difficulty,  the  inveftiture  they  defired.  For 
thit:  purpofe  he  went  himfelf  into  Nor- 
mandy, about  the  autumn  of  the  year  eleven 
hdh^fed''  and  fifty  ^  and,  left  any  fadion 
tHbre  fhould  be  inclined  to  oppofe  his  de- 
lign,  hb  led  an  army  thither;  with  which 
having,  as  fovereign,  -taken  polTefTion  of  the 
dutchy,  he  delivered  it  all,  except  the  Vexing 
to  Henry  Plantagenet,  after  hearing  his  title 
to  it  made  out  m  due  form,  and  receiving 
hiS  homage. 

Thus  was  this  prince,  even  during  the  life  A.D.  115©: 
of  his  parents,  raifcd  to  the  exercife  of  do- 
minion, and  formed  in  the  earlieft  bloom  of 
youth,  to  the  duties  of  the  high  rank  he 
was  born  to;  learning  by  praftice,  as  well  as  - 
precepts,  the  fciencc  of  government,  which, 
without  pradlice,  no  inftrudions  can  fuffi-' 
cicntly  teach. 

.  The  earl  of  Anjou  had  certainly  great  rea- 
fon  to  hope,  that,  after  this  fettlement  of  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy,  with  fo  much  fatis-^ 

fadion 
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P^k  u    fadion  to  both'pATties^  oothing  could  £6ok 

^^^^^^'"^   happen  to  difturb  thcgoe)dharincHiy  beewaA 

Louis  and  Henry ;  but  $ha  fecidav  giif^erbi 

ment,  in  a  country  where' th^  ^efi^^>99n:i:;fi» 

great,  was  a  perpetual  fdutce  of  diftonil 

One  of  his  Angevin  baoons,  named- Gtfexuffl 

dp  Berki>  lord  of  MontveuilyihmtDb^hiikt 

Chron-Norm,  rfbelHon  againft  hiniy  truflfingv  apit  feeiasi^ 

feiiaiin^nso, ^^ thc&rength of  his  oaftle/t  It. was. indee4 . 

a^mqft  impoffible  to  tabe  it  byAorrn^s^iWl 

GeoiFi^  built  three  forts  of  ilOiie/'Wikic^^Q)- . 

tirely  (butting  up  all  die  paffagesto^itj^for 

three  years  together,  by  thiskindioflfKloii^ 

]«ade  be  obliged  it  to  furr?ndeit/and  tac^\th«^ 

Iprd  of  it  prifoner,  a  little  after  thaxx&im 

oif  Not^andy  t;o  his  fon.  This  was  apcoiu^^ 

in  thofe  days,  (as  appeals  by  the  wofdi^^ckfta 

cpn temporary  hiAoriaa)  aii  extr^rdinaiy  at!i4 

V.  ChroB.     glorious  exploit,  the  Hke  of  wbick  (feysntort 

l^orm.  ut  fttp.  author)  bad  not  been  heard  cf,  fince  the  tim^ 

yulius  Cafar.     He  meant,  I  priefunne'^^the 

Ipng  (rontinmanceof  the  iiege$  ^it  belngittihbii 

very  unufual  for  any  (o  be  protracfted  aheirk; 

three  or  four  months.  But  G^-ard  had  faumi 

means  to  engage  the  king  of  France  in  the 

Xupport  of  his  quarrel,  perhaps  by  alledging 

thki  he  was  not  a.  vaffal  of  Anjou,.  buttof 

Bpif^u^  Montreal  being  then  a  diftri&iof 

.  ihet  latter,  if  the  author  of  the  Norman  Cbdd- 

!nacle  be  not  miftaken*'.  It  now  belongs^ to 

Anjou;  fronn  whence  it  is  probable,  th»e  the 

right  to  it  iwa&  doubtftd,   and  a  matter  of 

^^£a3$ontion.4>e(wfen  the  earl  of 'Anjo^va«d 

-.:!-  dukes 
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^tikes.  of  Guienne;   which  might  inducfe 
honis  to  confider  Gerard  de  Berlai  as  Jbis  vaf- 
£d>  do4  the  caftleas  ibeloDging  to  Jbm  by  his 
mairiage*:    Certain  vit^  is,  diat  he  took,  upo^ 
hxttx£tl£  the  prptedtion  of  both>  and  was 
inudi  'iikoeofed  at  the  .earl  of  Anjou  for  de-* 
tainiogjtbat  lord  in  captivity,  fts  well  as  for 
hwiog  tptefnfnnd  to  demoHQi  the  caiUe.  .But 
Qetffvf^  whQ  thoDght  that  he  had.  done  no^ 
tbingiHlegal^  w«ald  not  fubmit:in  this  point 
40dtte}JB639al  attthorityi  and  the  difpute  upon 
ilfigrfi^Vr^fb  hot,  that  Louis  determined  to 
chtldifti  hiB  \f:eMiwn  (for  fuch  he  caUed  his 
V«^^&Mfr/. by  force  of  arms.     Normandy  hid 
jiQlioancern  in  the  qiuarrelj  yet  he  chofe  to 
iragua  the  war  by  attacking,  that   tfutchy, 
either  taking  it  for^santed  that  Henry  would 
)9ii&  ja  defence  of  his  fathec>  /  Qsa  believing 
:tkiit  GeofFry  would  be  more  iotimidated,  if 
^e  ftorm  fell  on  his  fon,  than  if  it  were 
ndttreiacKt-agiiinft  himfolf  To  give  the  greater 
alarni,  he  fent  for  Euilace,  King  Stephen's 
.Ibnl  >t/shd  readily  .came. at  his  call;  and  they 
marched;  together  into  Normandy y  the  iron- 
ider .of  which  was,  open  on  th«  fide  of  the* 
;^¥e^n.     Ab^ut  th^  middle  of  fummer^.'iD 
tthe  j^ear  eleven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  lihey 
ihiA  clofe  fi^e  to  the  ftrong  caftle  of  Arquds. 
--Heniry  came  4gainft  them  at  the  bead  of  am 
'^rnay  compoied  of  Angevins,  Normans,  and 
)Brctons^  the  laft  .of  whom  ferved  bini^  as 
ilraflSda  of  Normandy^  of  v^hich  Bretagnc  was 
,  was  held  in  fief^     His  foi^e  was  fuperior  to 

that 
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dbat  of  his  «ncmy»  "and  the  ardor  of  youdt 
made  htm  wiih  for  an  engagement,  in  which 
he  hoped  that  he  might  vanquiifh  a  king  of 
France:  but>  e^er  as  he  was  to  acquim 
that  glory,  he  fufFercd  himfclf  to  bereftraineii 
by  the  counsels  of  iom^  of  his  oldeft  and 
wifeft  friends,  who  advifed  him  to  javoid,  if 
poflible,  a  battle  with  his  fovereign.  Thmf 
caution  wa«  rcafonables  and  it  did  Henry 
more  honor,,  that  he  co.ijld,  at  his  age>  rhe 
prudent  enough  to  regard  it»  than  ifj^.  ^ainft 
their  advice,  Jbe  had  fought  and  conquwcdiic 
Louis,  finding  the  duke  ilronger  than  hf£ 
had  cxpeded,  returned  to  Pari^,  in  order  tp 
raife  more  forces,  without  which  he  was  fen^ 
iible  he  could  not  facceed;  as  none  of  the 
Normans  had  revolted  in  favor  of  £uftace« 
He  was  now. reconciled  to  his  brother,  the 
carl  of  Dreux,  and  not  only  forgave  him  his 
treafonable  attempts,  but  trufted  and  em- 
ployed him;  his  temper  knowing  ao  medium 
between  hatred  and  confidence.  Whsn  the 
new  levies  were  made,  he  and  that  prince 
went  together,  at  the  head  of  thofe  band$» 
and  fired  the  town  of  Seez,  which  bdbnged 
to  William  de  Talevaz,  one  of  the  greateft 
Norman  barons  :  after  which,  the  king,  be- 
ing indilpofed>  returned  to  Paris,  but  ordesfd 
his  army  to  poft  itfelf  on  the  bank  of  the 
Seine,  along  the  Norman  frontier ;  intending 
to  lead  it  into  Normandy,  as  Xoon  as  his 
.  health  would  permit.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
carl  of  Anjou.  and,  H^aiyy.  .wiiting^tjicir^  for- 
ces. 
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€€*,  Irfy  x>n  the  borders  of  Normandy,  over 
agaittfft  the  king's  troops,  and  fhewed,  that, 
^Itheugh  they  ^ere  defirous  of  pcace>  tlwy 
^^erettot  afraid  of  war.    If  Louis  had  beca 
^abk  t4>  asft,  the  affair  might  have  become 
^fcry 'ferious :  but  his  diftemper  encreafing  to 
*l  vi<rfent' fever,  he  willingly  agreed  to  aftif- 
^peMon  df  arms,  daring  virhich  growing  bcttca: 
^t^lirtened  to  propofakforan  accommodation, 
^at  were  made  to  him  by  fevcral  ecclefiaf- 
'  tfcks^i  whom  the  earl  of  Anjou  employed,  as  chron.Nor». 
fhf  beft  negotiators  with  a  prince  of  his  cha-  «t  fopri. 
4?i(5fer.    Probably  Suger  was  one  who  la- 
'l^cSared  the  moft'  in  tWs  treaty :  for,  befides 
-the  regard  he  profeflcd  for  the  houfeof  Anjou 
^he  ihtCreft  of  his  mafter,  and  of  the  king- 
dom, which  ftood  in  need  6f  a  long  peace  to 
Trover  Its  ftrcngth,  muft  have  inclined  him 

*  to  promote  it  with  all  his  power.  It  was  in- 
deed unpardonable  in  Louis,  fo  quickly  after 

'he  had  granted  the  inveftiture  of  Normandy 

'tb  Henry  Plantagenet,  not  only  to  attack 

hitai,  on  account  of  a  difference  with  his  fa- 

tbet,  biit  to  bring  over  Euftace,  with  an  ap- 

'>parent  intention,  againft  the  faith  of  the  moft 

f^leiAn  treaty,  and  while  he  actually  enjoyed 

•  the  benefits  of  it,  to  reftore  the  d^tchyto 
"Ihat  prince*    Suger  xnuik  have  feen  this  k- 

^ity  with  concern :  but  all  the  influence  He 
-haft  acquired  ever  his  mind,  could  not  hiii- 
dfeir  fhe  firft  heat  of  his^  impetuous  temper 
from  hiirrying  him  intoralh^nd  inconfiftent 
iSfcs/  The  4itmoft  he  could  do  wa^  to  felac 

4  every 
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*ook  I.  every  mbmcrit  of  cooler  thoughtj  and  bring 
him  back  to  reafon,  by  gentle  reproofs^  or 
by  artful  infinuations.  Thus  he  feems  tp 
have  proceeded  with  him  upon  this  occafion-; 
and  having  been  aflifted  by  the  prudent  con- 
dudl  of  the  earl  of  Anjou  arid  of  Henry,  he 
re-eftabliflied  that  tranquillity  he  fo  mudi  de- 
lired.  The  terms  of  peace  were  only  thefe  j 
that  the  earl  (hould  give  up  his  prifoner,  Ge- 
rard dc  Berlai,  to  the  king ;  and  that  Henry 
fhould  renew  his  homage  for  Normandy. 
The  unhappy  Euftace  was  thus  fent^  back  to 
England,  with  the  grievous  mortification  of 
feeing  the.  dutchy,  which  he  came  over  to 
regain,  confirmed  to  his  enemy.  Amiferabte 
condition  it  is  for  a  prince,  who  has  high 
thoughts  and  pretenfions,  to  depend,  for 
the  fupport  of  them,  upon  the  aid  of  ano- 
ther! He  will  be  fet  up  and  caft  down,  at 
ev^ry  turn,  juft  as  the  interefl:  or  caprice  of 
the  potentate  upon  whom  he  relies,  or  the 
inclinations  of  favorites,  may  happen  to 
change.  From  the  charader  given  of  Euftace, 
by  the  writers  of  thofe  times,  we  may  be  cer- 
tain that  he  felt  very  fharply  the  uneafinefs 
and  humiliation  of  fuch  a  dependence  :  but 
he  was  forced  to  fubmit ;  and  (what  wa§ 
ftill  more  painful  to  him)  he  durft  not  confi- 
plainz  for  he  was  afraid,  by  (hewing  his 
refentment,  to  lofe  the  affection  of  Louis^ 
which  might  be  iifefiil  to  him  upon  other  oc- 
cafions,  and  trufted  to  the  unfteadinefs  of 
that  king  in  his  politicks,  that  the  hoiife  of 

Plan- 
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i^iiuieiigeaet  sjoA  he  would  not  long  continue 
iiriendSi 

}riep)rfy  1beih|  tiow  Ih  qUiet  poi}*6f!it>tt  ofchron.Noni^ 
Normandy*  turned  hi«  thoughts  towards  En-  "*  *"P^ , 
glaftdit  and  covened  i.  great  council  of  the 
Normsu  iiobUitjr>  in  Ofdef  to  confult  vrith 
them  in- what  manner  he  fliould  purfue  hi» 
claim  to  diat  kingdonOi   But^  while  he  was 
eag«rly  intetit>n  the  refult  of  this  delibera-o 
tiofti  his  father,  the  eaa-1  of  Anjou*  died  of  A.i).  115*^ 
a  £svet,  oA  the  tenth  of  September,  in  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  ^y  bne^  being  the 
forty  firft  of  his  age»  '  , 

From  all  we  know  ttf  this  ptifece>  he  ap»  j,,.^  jt,^^^, 
peats  to  hate  been  a  man  of  a  yery  found  an-  etvit.  Geoff! 
dcrftandihg  j  active  and  brave  i  but  cautious  j  ^«'  ^®™* 
aod  lefs  a  warrior  than  a  ftatefman.  'though 
he  paid  little  regard  to  the  notions  of  piety 
inculcated  by  the  clergy.  Where  he  found 
tiiem  op^fite  (a«  they  often  wert)  to  his 
temporal  rights,  yet  he  had  a  fober  and  ra* 
tionalfe.nfe  of  religion  i  His  moriil  charafter 
Wa«  good,  but  not  ibining,  rather  exempf 
from  gt«4t  trices  thah  adorned  with  gteat 
virtue  fiut  there  wasin  his  temper  a  happy 
moderation)  which  when  fortune  Was  ad" 
'  verietolilmf  enabled  him  to  wait,  with  pa- 
tience and  fitmnefs,  for  better  opportunities) 
and,  vfhed  favorable,  preferved  him  from 
infolence  and  prefumptiout 

Me  left  thfee  fons  by  Matilda,  fo  Henry,  Chroii.Mornjj 
*he  eldeft,  he  bequeathed  his  three  earldoms,  »»fcP'i. 
VoLi  li.  O  AnjoU» 
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Booki.  Anjou,  Tcumlne,  and  Mairic,  except  the 
^  ''^~  ^-  cgftlcs  of  Chiton  and  Loudoh  in  Touraine^ 
and  that  of  Mir^beatr  in  Anjoi?,  which,  with 
all  vtheif  dependences;  he  gavd  to  Geoffry, 
hk  fecond  fon.  S^kneaiithc^rii  have  fftidi^ that 
the  earldom  of  Mof  tagne  wisf  ^ven  by  him 
to  William,  his^  youngeft:  foa.  But,  wMor- 
♦agne  "was  a  pro^^ince  of  Normandy,  whiohr 
before  hi$  death  he  had  i^efigned  ctotifety  to 
Prince  Henry,  he^could'not'by  hi?  will  dif- 
pofe  of  it'  t0  another :  and  therefore  this  he-^ 
queft  (if  indeed  there  was  atty  filch)  mbft  bfe 
^nfidered  as  a  reiommfncfation  of  his  third 
ion  to  that  earldom,  if  Jleftry  JhovM  be  wih^ 
ling  to  iefiow:.ifup^  him.  It. is  evident  by  an 
adt  of  that  prince  not  long  aftertv^rds,  tlwcfhe 
-  .  thought  himfelf  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  it 
otherwife,  as /his  own  intereft  then  required* 
Nor  do  we  find  any  legacy  of  money  be- 
queathed to  William  by  his  father:  but  his 
whole  fof  tune  wals  left  dependent  on  Hehry'a 
p«^-^eubng.  affedion. -Belter  care  was  taken  of  Geoffiy: 
for,  befides-the  prefent  gift  of  theaboycr-* 
mentioned  cartes,  his  father  direfted  by  a 
cliufe  in:his  will,  that  if  ever  Henry  fii&uld 
be  fully  poiTeflbd  of  his  mother's  inherltanccy 
that  is,  ^f  Bflgtand  andNorrtnandv,  c  he  then 
^K>u}d  give  up  all  hifi  •  paternal  dominion^t 
mamely  tli©,  earIdom«-wAB^6tti  Touraine^ 
and  Maine,  Jjto^'his  fecond  hrdther.  And  tt> 
prevent  this  reverfipn  from  being  difputed  by. 
Henry,  as  he  apprehctided  it  would,  he 
obUge4  allnhebilhop^ and barotos;  wbb  were 
.  _  with 
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Vith  him,  to  take  an  oath,  that  they  would  ^^ook  i. 
ntot  fuffer  his  .iwJy.  to  be  buried,  till  Henry 
-hadrfworri  to  pQtiorm  indifcrimifiately  every 
.part  of  his '  will.  When  that  prince  came  to 
attcqd  the  obfequies  of  his  father,  he  was 
initoediatcly  inforaied  of  the  oath  thefc  lords 
^ad  taken,  and  exhorted  to  tajcg  that  required 
of  him,  before  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
comfonts  of  thc;wiH.  He  refided  fome  time; 
biit  being  urged  with  the  indecency  of  letting 
hi$  feth^'scorpfe  remain  unburied>  he  yielded 
at  laft^.  thougly  with  great  marks  of  difcon- 
tefil;»  After  the  funeral,  the  will  being  open- 
ed** be  law  why  the  teftator  bad  thought  it 
iSpiBieflary  to.  take  fo  ext«-aordinary  a  mfethod  d^ 
f0rciiig  bimtQ  fulfil  iu 

It  feems  that.  Matilda^  after  the  lofs  of  hei? 
jbdfband,  refided  conftantly  at  Roiienj  and^ 
|>!fobably>  (he.  was  lodged  in  the  ducal  palace 
with  her  fon,  whp  repaid  her  afFeftion  for 
him  with  the  moA  pious  refpe£):  and  filial 
tenderneis.  The  defign  he  had  foi'med  of 
profecuting  hid  right  to  thecnowh  of  England 
was  ftopped  bykis  father^s  deaths  ahd  by  thd 
iicccffity  of  taking  pofTeffion  of  his  three  earl- 
dolns,  and  paying  the  homage  dueto  Lduis> 
hifi  fovereigOu  But  this  delay,  as  well  as  all 
©thcr. accidents,  turned  to  his  benefit;  for- 
tu^tand.prudonfce  C0!?operating  equally  td 
\l^d  his  ambition,  for,  befides  the  great  en-» 
ctea^;oft;crnitQry:.«»d. power,  which  he  de- 
med'ixom  the  inheritance  .<>(  his  paternal 
iv/.    ,  •       0  a  dotnU 
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domkiioas,  a  much  greater  accrued  tb  Kint 
by  his  flaying  in  France  at  this  time,  which 
{Jerhaps  he  might  have  loft,  if  he  had  thert 
been  engaged  in  the  troubles  of  England, 

Genr.  chroti.  Thc  fufpicions,  which  Louis  had  1:ori-- 
ct  Annaicsdc  (v^jyed  of  his  queen,  hidbcin  Ibfargot  over/ 
anm7i72."  ^^»  at  leaft,  quieted  in  his  mind,  that  he, 
Concii.  BuN  probably,  would  have  continued  to  live  with 
Gc"ft  ludov  "^^  as  well  as  he  had  done  forfome  years,  if 
VI'.  Reg.  '  ftie  had  fought  to  recover  his  aiFediori.  But 
c,  29V  fl^e  did  the  very  reverfe,  from  fevcfal  motives.' 

L  rrff  "'  Her  charaSer  and  his  were  fo  difcordarit, 
that  it  had  turned  the  regatd,  tvhich  fhc  ap- 
peared to  have  for  him  wien  they  were  firft 
married,  into  a  fettled  averlion.  His  fuper-' 
ftitious  devotion  and  unkingly  humilitv  raifed 
her  contempt!  and  fhe  often  complained  of 
her  having  married  a  liionk,  not  a  Kng.  Be** 
fides  this  unhiappy  difagreemettt  in  their  t«m-i 
pers,  (he  was '  of  a  f^irit  too  high  and  fierte^ 
jiot  to  remember.  With  impkcaWie  anger,  h« 
hurrying  her  away  in  fuch  a  manner  from 
Antioch;  which  had  brought  ^  foul  ftain  pit 
her  honor:  and  fuppofing  hk  fttfjAcit>n$  t* 
bave  been  grOitndlefs^  one  cattnbt  much  con- 
demn her  for  fuch  a  refeftf meht;  Intte^cl 
therefore  of  fobthittg  his  mitrd  to  a  ftfrgetfal'^ 
nefs  of  their  patt  quarrel,  'fbe  conftantly  if* 
ritated  aftd  inflifncd  his  difpfeafut^,  fiopirfg 
and  endeavoufiiig  to  brin?  him  to  part  ft-om  . 
her  by  a  divorc6;  for  which  a  dtrcent  pretence 
was  eafily  found  in  the  ufuil  plea  of  a  reliHon. 
V  ^  withii]^ 
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within  the  degrees  forbidden  by  the  canpas. 
Louis  and  (hk  were  fourth  coufii^s;  and  had 
they  been  coufins  only  in  l;he  fevcnth  degree, 
it  would  have  rendered  their  inarriage  null, 
by  the  canons  pf  the  church*  without  a  dif- 
penfatipn  from  the  pope,  which  they  had 
pot  obtained  before  their  union :  .a  neg4e<^ 
hard  to  be  accounted  fpr,  in  a  match  pffuch 
importance  to  the.  kingdom  of  Fraijcel    She 
therefore  pretended  a  fcruple  about  this  con- 
sanguinity i  an4  .partly  by  alarming  the  ti- 
jTBorou^  copfci^nce  of  her  w^ak-inii^ed  hiuf- 
band,  partly  by  provoking  hi^  finger  againft 
Jier,  at  leuj^th  indttped  him  ^to  come  into  her 
meafure^  for  d^ffolving  their  marriage.  W^  Ncubrigcnfis; 
iare  told  by  an  hifl9rian>  who  lived  in  thpfe  "^  ^^p***" 
fime^f  that  it  W^  f^i^i  her  inclination  for 
ihe  young  duke  of  Normandy  was  the  9hicf 
reafont  which  prev4iled  with  her  to  d^fire 
4nd  procure  thi$  di vorpe,  ,  Nor  is  it  v  impro.-  Vid.  aofiores 
bablei  for  Henry  was  h^ndfome,  and  full  of  c«-  "^  ^-p'^- 
th^  agreeabje  fife  of  youth,  with  a  certain 
military  ajir  and  demeanor,  v^h^h*  tp  a  Udy 
of  hpr  gay  diQ>pfitipnji  was  a  moft  pp^werful 
^harnif    Pe,ha4  bc?n  twicpR  at  the  court  pf 
France  iSnce  h^ . returned  pjut  pf  Scotland; 
once,  when  he  di4h^niag«.for  the  dutchy  pf 
Norwatidyf.and.^aii),  wh?n  he  cami?  thith?r 
tp  p^rforoi  the  fame  pcreajipoyfor  the  earl- 
dpijw   his  father  had  left  him>    At  both 
^^  tin^t  hf  (^^  ^be  queen,  and  Height 
lijife  qaftoy,  ppportupities.  to  cojiverfe  with 
hffl  ilVscly^     Her  heart,    which  was    ab- 

O  3  folutcly 
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folutfely  eftranged  from  hcF  hufband,  mightf 
too  eafily  admit  a  paffion  for  him;  and  that 
paflion  might  influence,  h^r  to  prefs  the  more 
vehemently  h^r feparation  from  Lduis.  Whe- 
ther Henry  was  in  love  with  her,  is  uncer-^ 
tain.  Their  ages  were  unequal;  for  Qui  Was 
thirty  years  old  iand  he  uhdtr  twenty:  but; 
^  with  a  good  (hare  of  beauty,  and  more  of  vi- 
vacity, (he  had  (till  youth  enough  fo  gain  the 
heart  of  a  young  man,  thought  not  to  keep  it 
long.  One  pa(iion  at  leafl:^  which  was-'^yery 
flrong  in  Henry,  {he  perfe^Wy  gratified,  and 
better  than  any  other  lady  could  do;  I  mean 
his  ambition.  Nor  could  (he  make  a  fifeteip' 
choice,  if  (he  defired,  as  (he  undoubtedly  cfcJ, 
to  vex  aftd  mortify  the  huiband  (he  quittfed : 
for  by  giving  herfelf,  and  the  dominions  of 
Aquitaine  to  a  prince  already  polTelTedof  Nor-2f 
mandy,  Anjou,  Touraine,  and  Maine,  iht 
made  him  a  va(ral  much  too  great  fcjr  his 
fovereign;  befides  the  hope  (he  entertaii^d  of 
his  making  himfelf  king  of  Englanc^,- after 
fuch  an  augmentation  of  power  and  ftreng*h| 
as  he  would  gain  by  this  match.  It  is  there- 
fore moft  probable^  that  {headed  in  don^ 
quenceofa  plan,  concerned  between  them^ 
at  their  laft  mee^ting.  Louis  was  the  dupi;  of 
of  this  intrigue,  and  did  hot  con(id€rfo 'deeply 
a^  he  ought  to 'have  done,  ho^^mu^H''  m 
muft  lofe,  -as  king  of  France,  ^  by  anriulKttg^ft 
marriagfe,  which  had  anftejt^d^tlietWo-dutchkjl 
of  Guienne  and  Gafcony^  wifh  tb^  grMt  «^* 
()pm  of  Poi^ou  and  all  thci?  dependant  pipo-* 

yinceS| 
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▼inces«  again  to  his  crown.  Suger  was  dead;  Bo<*:  i, 
and  he  had  no  other  friend,  either  fo  boaeft,  ^— ^"v— >' 
or  fowife^  as  to  (hew<  hi^naJl  the  foiiy  of 
what  he  was  dping.  He  therefore  followed  VicJ.  auaorcs 
the  method  thaft  Eleanor  had  fu^gefted,  and,^^'"*^*  "^^"^'^ 
i8ftying^flfiinWe4.  ^a  council  at  i^ugency,  de-- 
ckr^d.to  them,  that  he  fqund  himfelf  troa- 
bfed  in  conscience,  about  th^  confanguinky 
between  him  and  the  queen;  which  being 
dttefted  by  the  oathft  of  fome  of  her  own  re- 
lations there  present,  the  council  unanimoufly 
difToiv^ed  the  marriage^  as  inoeftuous  and  void, 
after  they  had  cohabited  almoft  fixteen  years, 
and  though  (he  had  brought  him  two  daugh- 
tefs,  who  were  both  living.  Thefentencewaa 
likewise  coiifirmed  by  the  papal  authority: 
Thus»  •  without  the  leaft  mention  of  th^ 
queen's  infidelity,  which  indeed  could  not 
be  proved.  Lows  and  flie  were  divorced,  to 
fheejntire  fatisfaition  of  both,  but  infinitely 
to  the  detriment  of  him  and  his  kingdom : 
^r  no  reafon  or  colourable  pretence  could  be 
found,  after  the  marriage  was  declared  to  bo 
nu}},  for  his  retaining  the  territories  belong-* 
ing  to  her  as  keirefs  to  her  father.  PJe  there-* 
fore  refigned  them  to  her,  however  imwil- 
Singly*  and  againft  his  own  interefts'.  ^qrn^ 
il^Qd§.rn  hiA<»rians,  who  blacne  his  ill  policy 
irt'tb^l;  reftitution^  feem  not  tOihave  confi- 
4ejed  the  equity  of  the  cafe.  He  may  indeed 
ibe  juftly  cenfu^t  as  king  of  France,  for 
^eat  imprudence,,  in  the  divorce^  but  the 
f^^riijg  to  thS  dutchefs  of  Aquitaine  the  in-.- 
-•-•     '  \         0  4'  beritance 
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Book  I.  heritance  fhe  had  brought  him  .i»  tight  of 
i^j^^J  jj^gj^  mapriagc,  was  in  unavoidable  confc-* 
quencc  of  diflblvmg  that  marriage^  Nfithw 
would  her  friends,  nor  would  ihe  herfelft 
have  ever  agreed  to  It  without  this  condition ; 
and  if  any  oppbfition  had  been  made  to  it  by 
them,  it  could  not  have  been  eiFefteds  for^^ 
even  with  the  unanitaous  confcnt  of  all  par^* 
ties,  it  was  afcandalou$  adt. 

The  daughters,  thu«  illegitinjatcd,  re** 
mained  with  their  father;  but  Eleanor  went 
flee  Mejerai.  immediately  into  Guiepne,  If  we  way  hfh 
*vicdcSug,jj^^^  fome  modern  writers,  Louis  flattered 
himfelf,  that  fhe  would  always  remain  nn^ 
parried,  from  her  bad  reputation;  frying 
*^  her  behaviour  had  made  her  fo  infanwuSii 
^'  that  the  popreft  gentleman  in  his  kingdoni 
<^  would  not  defire  to  have  her  for  his  wife," 
But,  admitting  that  fuch  an  escpreiikHi  did 
really  drop  from  him  (of  which  I  very  mucli 
doubt)   he  Was  extremely  miftaken  in>  his 

J'udgement.  More  than  one  prince  of  the 
ligheft  rank  in  France  defired  her  hand,  aa 
foon  as  ev^r  he  had  fet  it  at  liberty  5  eidier  not 
believing  the  reports  againft  her  h<mor,  or 
only  regarding  the  dower  that  (he  would 
bring  to  her  hulband*  One  of  thefe  fuitors 
was  th^  fccond  fon  of  Thibaud  earl  of  Cham** 
pagne.  King  Stephen's  brother,  who,  after 
ft  long  ficknefa,  was  lately  deceafed,  and  had 
left  his  tef ritories  divided  b^jtween  three'  of 
!phron,NoTiii.;hi$  fofts ;  the  fourth  Wmg  in  orders.  *  The 
4h<tre  §f  the  fecoud  wa«  th«  ««cidQms  gf  ^is 

*nd 
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end  of  Chartrcs,  with  the  diftrift  of  Cha-   ^^^[^ 
twurimi  J  to  which  he  willingly  would  have  chron:Tuioii 
added  t}^  dutchy  of  Aquitaine^  and  there-*  Pcre  p^mU 
for^  made  propofals  of  marriage  to  £leanor» 
as  fhe  pa0ed  through  Blois  to  Guienne;    « 
whic}i  ft*  having  rcjeftcd,  he  formed  a  det 
fign  to  fcize  her  perfon,  and  force  her  to 
marry  hiYn :  but,  heiog  happily  warned  of 
it,  Ihe  cfcapcd  to  Tours.    Nor  was  (he  yet 
in  fafety.     For  GeofFry  Pkntagcnet,  cither 
not  knowing,  or  not  refpefting,  the  pretcn-* 
(ions  of  hia  brother,  was  no  lefs  defirou^  than 
the  earl  of  Blois  to  intercept  fo  rich  a  prizes 
He  could  not  propofe  himfelf  as  an  equal 
lliateh»  having  only  three  caftles  to  offer  in  re*' 
(urn  for  all  her  ample  dominions;  but  he 
thought  that  be  might  poffibly  obtain  her  by 
force,  and  refolved  tocarryheroflF,  by  laying  an 
tmbuih  for  her  at  Port  dc  Piles,  on  a  fuppo*- 
jBttoo  that  in  her  journey  between  Tours  and 
Guienne  (be  would  pa(t  through  that  place^ 
So  much  did  the  aftions  of  princes  in  that 
age  refftmble  tbofe  we  read  of  in  the  old  ro- 
•  masHPe^ !  .But  her  danger  at  Blois  had  ren^ 
4ered;  her  very  cautious;  and  her  intelligence 
wa«  fo  good,,  that  £he  got  notice  alfo  of  this 
dfifiga  ^^inft  her,  before  it  was  executed  : 
upoa  whicA,.  changing  her  road^  and  avoid- 
ring  P^t  de  Pile$,  (he  arrived  fafe  in  Gui-  Gcw.  Chroii, 
i^nesf mm. whence  fhe  fent  mefTcngers  toi!^-*'tr?*''i^'' 
tlfonry  PJaiitagenfit,  offering  him  he? hand, fat"'*  '  *■ 
.Of  rather  Confirming  the  offer,  which  fhe 
iMUli  probably,  nwde  of  it  before  her  divorce ; 
\:/  .4  and 
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Book  I.  and  acquainting  him  with  the  dangers  (hec 
^  ^~  had  run  in  her  journey.  Upon  the  receipt 
of  her  letters,  he  fet  out  immediately  witb 
A.  b.  1152.  few  attendants,  repaired  to  her  at  Poidtiers ; 
as  foon  and  as  iecretly  as  he  could;  and,  by 
afpeedy  marriage,  fecured  her  to  himfelf, 
before  the  king«  her  late  hufband,  had  eveii 
a  fufpicion  of  fuch  an  intention.  The  nup-t 
tials  were  celebrated  on  Whitfunday,  in  this 
year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  two,  within 
lefs  than  fix  weeks  after  her  reparation  from 
Louis.  When  that  monarch  was  informed 
of  her  having  fo  fuddenly  difpofed  of  ber-^ 
felf,  and  to  one  whofe  greatnefs  in  the  realm 
of  France  had  before  given  him  jealoufy,  Tidi 
cxprefled  much  difpleafure,  and^  was  ex« 
ceedingly  alarmed  at  the  confequences  of  it, 
which  he  law  it  was  no  longer  in  his  power 
to  prevent.  The  fubjedls  of  Eleanor  were 
all  fatisfied  with  the  choice  £he  had  nkade^ 
and  no  fymptom  appeared  in  then  of  any 
unwillingnefs  to  fubmit  to  their  new  maften 
A  young  prince  of  a  common  fpirit  would 
have  now  repofed  for  fome  time,  to  enjoy 
the  pleafures  of  love,  and  the  pride  of  domi>« 
nion,  in  eafe  and  tranquili^.  But,  to  a^ 
great  mind,  every  new  aoquifition  of  pow^ 
i^  lonly  a  flep  to  fome  higher  view  of  ambi<- 
tion.  It  was  in  this  light  that  Henry  faw 
the  pofTeffion  he  had  gained  of  the  dutchy^  of 
Aquitaine.  He  confidered  it  as  the  ^ineana 
of  recovering  England ;  and,  inftead  of  lay?»i  • 
fng  his  ambition  afleep  in  the  arms  pf-his 

agreeable 
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agreeable  bride,  he  determined  not  to  let  tlie     ^^^  I* 
fu^imer  pafs  oyer>  without  vigoroufly  profc-?   ^'  "^-^ 
cuiing'/his  claim  to  that  kingdom* 

Thc'^ivil  war,  by  the  fuperiority  which  Vid.  Gol» 
Stephen  had  gained,  had  a  little  abated  it's  ^«"'*-^-»* 
furya  ibut  the  worft  evils,  occafioned  by  it^  '  '  ' 
continued  iliUunreftrained.  Obedience  and 
di£aipline  were  loft  in  both  parties.  After 
Hesiry's  retreat  from  Scotland  his  friends  had 
no.  leader,  who  had  authority  enough  to 
controul  them:  nor  W8s  Stephen  better  able 
to.  govern  his  faction.  The  Englifh^  nation 
hadimany  tyrants,  hut  no  king.  Liberty  was 
>>deftrayed,  and  licentioufnefs  reigned  in  it's 
ftead. .  The  nobles,  who  had  fought  under 
the  banner  of  Stephen^  became  more  info- 
lent,  firom  his  iuccefs,  but  (hewed  an  un^ 
willingnefs  to  tender  that  fuccefs.  compleat 
a^d  dccifive ;  left,  by  putting  an  end  to  the 
troubles^  they  ihould  put  an  end  to  their 
own.  power  in  their  feveral  countries,  or  be 
accountable  for  the  abuie  they  had  made  of 
it  .m.thofe  times  of  publick  confufion^  His 
mercenaries  alio  protracted  the  war  from  the 
jQuno  mative,  and  fupported  themfelves  by 
rapinci  for  h^  could  not  maintain  them; 
having  not  only  wafted  the  great  treafure  laid 
Up.:,by  his  frugal  predeceiTor,  and  all  that  he 
htd;  Insen  able  to  extort  from  his  fubjeds, 
hut  aliraated  moft  of  the  demefnes  of  the 
ptcwn^  Among  other  bad  expedients:  to 
fifaifweir  his  wants^  he  had  mi&r^hly  dcbafcd 
.  .'la..  the 
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^gookj:^   tJie  i^fylj^  Qf  the  kingdom  :  yet  neither  that^ 

^-^'^        nor  an  viniverfal  venality  of  offices,  boiefices^ 

dignities,  honors,  could  fupply  the  expenco 

of  fo  many  foreign  troops,  as  Jie  ftill  thought 

it  ncceflary  to  Iceip  in  his  fervicOi     They 

were  unpaid,  and  confcqucntly  ungovernable ; 

refufing  all  difcipline,  and  tearing  from  thfi 

people,  by  all  the  violence  of"  military  fprce^ 

the  money  which  they  could  not  get  from 

the  king.     Nor  did  the  clergy  e:x:pe<^  from 

him  a  Icfs  unbounded  complaifance  than  th« 

army.     It  was  Ay  them  that  he  reigned,  and 

^or  them  alone  would  they  allow  him  to  rcign« 

Sornc  further  encroachment  on  the  civil  au* 

thority  was  daily  made;  fomc  new  immu« 

nity,  privilege,  or  jurifdi(Slion   claimed,  in 

behalf  of  the  church*    Not  only  the  prelates 

and  great  Jiobles  infulted  ithe  crowii,  and 

invaded  it's  prerogatives,  in  this  timtJ  of  its 

wcaknefs;  but  every  lord  of  a  caftle  arrogated 

.  to  himfelf  a  royal  power  in  his  ow©  dinrid:, 

exercifing  all  judicature,  both  civil  and  cri»- 

minal,  and  even  coining  money,  in  his  own 

Ncnbrig.  at   name.     Thefe  petty  fovereigns  *  were  con ti-^ 

Jifo  Geft.^^    nually  at  variance  one  with  another ;  and  as 

Steph,  regis    much   blood  was  £b«d  in  their  particular 

tt  Broropton.  quarrels,  as  in  the  great  conteft  between  the 

houfes  of  Anjou  and  Blois;    They  even  hired 

foreign  mercenaries,  after  the  example  of  Stc^ 

phen,  to  wage  their  wars  for  them;  and 

when  money  was  wantiiig,  inftead  of  pay,  or 

fubfiftencc  they  gave  them  the  pillage  of  lands 

and  houfes.  The  beil  men  of  both  parties  wese 

moft 
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ttioft  cxpofed  to  thefe  depredations  i  nothing 
in  fuch  times  being  more  unfafe  than  modera- 
tion and  love  of  jpeace.  .As  there  was  no 
power  remaining  in  the  laws,  or  the  magi-^ 
ilrate»  for  the  redrefSng  of  wrbngs ;  every 
man,  who  was,  or  fuppofed  himfelf  to  be 
injured,  f6ught  redrefe  from  his  own  hands, 
or  thofe  of  his  friends :  and  thus  no  crimes 
w;ere  puniftied,  unkis  by  other  crimes  of  a 
more  dangerous  nature,  fuch  as  perpetuated 
diforder  and  difcbrd,  and  tended  to  the  entire 
diflbl\ition  of  government.  Out  of  thi? 
wretched  ftate  there  vras  no  hope  of  drawing  ' 
the  nation,  but  by  Henry's  recovering  the 
throne  of  his  anceftdrs. 

Thcearl  of  Cornwall,  his  uncle,  a  littlechwn.Nonn; 
Before  his  marriage  with  Eleanor,  had  gonep*  9^5- 
over  to  htm  in  Normantiy,  dq)uted  by  all 
hh  Ettglifli  friends.(amahg  whom  were  fome> 
whofe  ct>rrefpondence  wi A  him  was  not  fuf^ 
pcAed  by  Stephen)  to  importune  him  to 
Come  and  put  himfeff  at  their  head :  where- 
upon he  had  fummoned  the  great  council  of 
Normandy  to  meet  him  at  Lifieux,  as  they 
had  dant  the  year  before,,  about  the  fanw 
bufinefs.  But  he  i^it  drawn  from  thencei 
In  the  tttidft  of  their  eonfiiltatibn*  upon  it,  by 
the  ttgftsHfeaWe  ittvitatiWi  he  received  from 
P6j€tou,  a!nd  detained  4bme  time  in  tholW 
parts^  hy  the  fokthnifatidti  of  hii  marriage^ 
anii  by  tibtt  homage  he  was  to  receive  in  con* 
fequetwc  ef  it,  from  bis  new  fubjefte  therc^ 
A$  fotm  as  he  poffibly  ix>\M,  he  teturncd  into 
^-'  '   Norcqtandy, 
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Normandy,  no  left  ciager  to  engage  in  hi* 
enterjM-ife  upon  England,  than  he  had  been 
to  obtain  the  poflcffipn  of  Eleanor  and  the 
dutchy  of  Aqiiitaine^  His  ardor  was  well 
Ibconded  by  the  zeal  of  his  vaflals  5  a  ^reat 
force  Was  raifed  in  all  his  territories  on  the 
continent  jj  and  he  was  preparing  to  embark 
with  it,  $.t  Barfleur,  about  the  taiddlc  of 
July ;  that  isi  in  lefs  than  two  months  after 
the  day  of  his  marriage ;  when  he  was  ftopt 
by  a  formidable  war,  which,  like  a  fbddcn 
hurricane,  burft  upon  him  at  onte,  in  Nor* 
maridy  and  in  Anjou,  and  threatened  all  hia 
other  dominions  in  France.  There  wife  con* 
federated  againft  him  Louis^  his  fovereign  j 
the  carl  of  Dreux,  that  king's  brother;  Bti* 
.  ilace,  Stephen's  fon;  the  young  earl  of  Bloisf 
and  his  own  brother,  Geoifry  Plantagenet. 
Thefe  princes  had  fecretly  made  a  treaty  'of 
partition,  by  which  they  agreed  to  dividfe  all 
)iis  territories  on  the  continent  among  them^ 
V.Chron.  felvcs.  The  refentnicnt  6f  Louis  upon  ac* 
^t"!*/'!.^  count  of  his  marriage,  and  a  defire  to  recover 
1151.  by  force  the  dutchy  of  Aquitamcj  induced 

jhim  to  engage  in  this  iniquitous  league.  The 
earl  of  Dreux,  having  married  the  widow 
of  Rotrou,  late  earl  of  Perche,  and  eiyoying 
^hat  earldom,  as  ;^dminiftratx>r  or  guardian^ 
llnring  the  infancy  of  her  ion,  had  fosite  4if-# 
putes  with  Henry,  as  duke  of  Normand^» 
about  certain  caftle$ ;  from  which  ca«ie,MbuC 
|iill  more  from  a  view  of  advancing  his  for-* 
lune,  which  did  not  anfwer  the  hei^t  either 
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€>f  his  birth  or  his  mind^.he  alfo  fought  to 
ihare  in  the  ipoils  of  that  prince.  Euftace 
moft  gladly  embraced  thcj  opportunity  of  try-  • 
ing  to  recover  the  dutchy  of  Normandy, 
thinking  that  Louis  would  fupport  him  with 
more  conftancy  now,  than  he  had  done  here- 
tofore I  as  his  animofity  againft  Hepry  wat 
greater.  The  earl  of  Blois  might  be  incited 
by  feveral  motives  to  join  in  this  alliance; 
by  his  near  relation  and  friendship  to  Euftace  ; 
by  a  hope  of  obtaining  the  favor  of  his  fove- 
reign,  in  affifling  his  revenge ;  by  fome  anger 
flfgiainft  Eleanor  for  having  refufed  him,  and 
againft  Hrnry  for  being  pKferred  to  him; 
or  by  the  deiir<s  of  enlarging  his  territories 
with  part  of  Anjou.  The  moft  extraordi- 
jiary  circumftance  attending  it  was,  that 
Henry's  own  brother  ftiould  oe  combined  itiv. Neabri^ 
a  league  which  propoied  his  deftrudiofl*  HcP-  3^s» 
could  aftign  no  pretence  for.  it,  except  that^ 
according  to  the  will  of  his  father,  he  was 
to  be  put  in  poiTeilion  of  all  the  Angevin  ter- 
ritories, as  foon  as  Henry  fhould  be  pofTeiTed  . 
of  his  mother's  inheritance.  But  this  in- 
cluded England,  as  well  as  Normandy,  and 
therefore  his  claim  was  premature :  nor  was 
there  a  fliadow  of  juftice  to  excufe  him,  for 
^uch  an  unna^ral  and  inipious  attack  upoft 
a  good  and  kind  brother.  Perhaps  he  dreaded 
the'  tdentment  of  Henry  for  his  intended 
rape  tif  Eleanor  at  Port  de  Piles,  and 
fought  to  feeure  himfelf  by  a  greater  of* 
feoce;  'as  guilty  men  are  often  impelled  to 
|b>,   .fiut  it  is  more  probable  that  ambition 

z  alona 
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ilone  wa»  hk  ttiowti  tbe  fmall  portion  ti6 

tfaeA  enjoyed  noc  being  fofikient  to  §u.idff  d 

mind  which  iipirtd  to  greatoefs*    WhAMv^ 

-t«mptdtion  he  may  have  hid  to,thisaa:>  it 

-wm  in  itfelf  ffletftMfOcioufly Cfijcninal^  ttid 

fUch  M  even  thofe,  with  whdl«  defigns  h« 

edncnrred>  mfi^>  in  thdr  feesiftfi^  havede-^ 

Cbron.Norm.  tcfted/   i^eve^helefd  he  alliu^d  to  his  p«rt/ 

Ge?5Vhron  fo^iedf  the  Angtviftbarons,aAdbytl*eir  affift- 

iabann.1152!  ftnce  gained  pofiieffion  ^f  tW  <»f  three  eiitied 

Hunt.  f.  2. 6.  in  Anjow  J  while  his  eonfedefAies  auifdhed 

*•  **•  -        inttt  Normandy,  and  there  befieged  Neuf- 

inarcbi^jtt  Arong  frontier  town  between  Oour« 

fitu  Mid'Gilbm.   When  die  news  ^  thi«  inva«* 

fion  was  brought  |d  the  (ktke,  he  <}tiitted  im>' 

nMdi&tdyhi6de(ignuponEhgbnd^nd  m^tf^h'' 

ed  with  his  atmy,  who  w«re  the  -fleiwef  of  N&t  i 

V  '        inandy,  Anjou,  and  G^aienne,  to  give  battle  to 

'^       Loqisj  in  order  to  oblige  him  lor^  the  fiegef 

bwti  before  he  c^ould  arrive»  the  town  waa 

ftirfe*»defed,  by  the  tPettehet^of  ihegianfilbn* 

The  wficrfe  dattliy  of  Normafi^y  feeiaed  td 

be  rtow  in  gre«t  danger;  and  411  men  e«-» 

pc€ted  tbftt  Henty  would  ha^  funk  undef 

fb  powerfsl  a  eonfbderaey »  a8  h«  hid  not 

one  ally  to  affift  him  a^init  fhem*    Yei| 

ijotwithftanding  Uie  number  and  ftrengrh  of 

his  eneratesy  the  fnddennefe  of  the  4it6^k, 

and  the  lod  of  a  pkee  wliich  had  been  « 

btthrark  to  his  fronties-,  •  he-  ik^pped  tfaek 

arms  J  and  fo  pr^tedcd  his  <^ountByr  l^;atl 

abJe  difpc^tion  of  the  ttoops  he  had  with 

him,  and  by  the  ftroiftg  reinfoifceittftnW  whfitk- 

cam9 
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tmme  to  him  from  all  his  other  domiaionSt  Bookl,^ 
that  the  confederates  every  where  retired  '^ "  ^^^ 
before  him>  and  conflrained  to  quit  the 
dutchy,  after  having  feen  him  ijot  only  de* 
feat  their  attempts,  but  ravage  the  adjacent 
demefnes  of  Louis,  and  burn  fome  of  his 
caflles,  without  their  daring  to  give  him 
battle*     Upon  their   retreat  out  of  Nor*  ' 

mandy»  he  left  fuch  a  force,  as  he  thought 
would  be  fuffici^nt  to  defend  it  againft  them^ 
if  they  fhould  return  j  and  carried  his  arms 
into  Anjbu,   to   oppofe  the   revolt   which  Vid.  nuftorei 
Gcoffry    Plantagenet  had  excited  in   thofe^*'*^-"'^'*?* 
parts,     Thi$  he  performed  with  fuch  vigour 
and  fuccefsi  that,  having  taken  the  flrongefl: 
caftle  belonging  to  that  prince,  he  foon  com- 
pelled him  to  fue,  in  ^he  mofl  fubmiflive 
manner  for  a  reconciliation.     Nor  would  h^ 
grant  him  any  other  terms  than  barely  a 
pardon.     For,  however  exjpedient  it  plight 
be,   in  the   prefent  conjundure,   to  pacify 
Anjou,  he  did  not  think  it  advifeable  to  en- 
courage his  brother  to  make  another  war 
upon  him  in  times  to  come>  by  allowing  him 
to  draw  any  advantage  from  this.     The  in-* 
furre(3ion  in  that  province  being  entirely  fup-^ 
pre0ed,  within  lefs  than  fix  weeks  after  its 
firft  breaking  outt  peace  was  happily  fettled 
th^re  J  and  Henry  returned  into  Normajidy,    , 
which  the  confederates  had  attacked  in  hi$ 
abienc^,  but  without  being  able  to  do  any 
thing  of  importance.     They  perhaps  had  ex* 
peded  that  the  Norman  nobility  v^ould  not 
Voi/IL  ?  b»v« 

I  •  Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


B«ofc  L  hav^  acJhercd  fo  generally  and  conifeintly  te> 
'^"*'  hini  a6  they  did  upon  this  occafiont  and  wcre^* 
difdouraged  in^  thtlir  enterf^rife  by  that  dii^ 
appointments  ,  It  is  certain,  they  afted  with) 
very  little  fpirit  i  and  Louis  falling  ill  of  a^ 
fever,  to  which  diftemper  he  hiad  laftly  btfi* 
febje<ft,  his  afftiy  raouldefed  stway  by  fr^^^ 
Guent  defertions;  fo  that,  when  he  ^ecoveredy 
he  was  forced  to  retire  to  Paris,  where  he 
opened  a  negotiation  for  pfeace  with  H^jnry  i 

Si.SSr"^^'  ^^"S  *^is  ^^^^  t^  gr<>^  f^^»  very  weary 
of  a  war,  in  which  he  met  with  any  difficulties^ 
or  ill  foccelfs,  the  Jbt>ly  «%#•  <mly  except^^ 
Tfett  prince  rfeceived,  thefe  ov^frtares  With 
great  fatiisfaiftion,  wtfhing  to  fe©  dl  diAbr- 
bances  in  France  celnpofcd,  that  he  might 
be  able  to  pui'fue  his  defign  upott  England; 
A  ceflatidn  of  arms  was  f hcrefbre  digreed  on  be-* 
tween  them,  the  earl  of  Bloi's  being  alfiy  cotA-^ 
l^rehended  therein :  and  the  unfc^ftunate  Bu-* 
llaife  returned  to  England,  without  knf  othtf 
benefit  from  this  expedition,  than  the  pbf-' 
fefEofl  of  the  town  ©f  Neufmarch6,  which 
Louis  delivered  to  him.  Henry,  who  had 
been  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  all  his  ter^ 
ritori^es,  was  fecure  and  triumphant.  Hifc 
very  enemies  loudly  extolled  the  iiltrepidity- 
and  good  conduft  fliewn  by  him,  in  thufe 
mairftaining  himfelf  againft  the  efforts  of  fo 
formidable  an  alliance;  which,  being  the 
firft  great  occafion  of  exerting  his  t^ents> 
was  decifive  to  his  chara<fter,  and  gave  hittk 
a  reputation,  that  helped  him  to  gain  thft 
.  -      .  ♦   .         Englifh 
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fe^glilh  throne,  mprt  than  all  the  intrigues  .^^^ 
t>£  his  party  in  that  kingdom.  But,  as  he  *  ^  ' 
had  not  3ret  cohqluded  a  peace  with  LouiSj» 
helaid'afide  all  thoughts  of  going  over  to 
England,  till  the  next  year.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  endeavoured  to  footh  that  monarchy 
by  proper  marks  of  rdpeiSt,  and  proteftatiohs 
of  affection  to  his  perfon  and  fervice ;  de* 
filing  no  triumph  ovei"  him,  but  only  peace 
with  his  faVori  asnd  repirefenting  to  himi 
that  he  had  really  no  juft  caufe  to  complaiii 
of  his  marrying  Eleanor^  who,  being  divorced^ 
was  free  to  di]|)ofe  of  herfelf  in  another  mar- 
tiage.;  a|  fhe  had  not  given  her  hand  to  an 
toeimy  of  the  king>  nor  even  to  a  foreigner^ 
but  to  his  friend  and  his  vaflal:  Ther0 
l^as  great  prudence  in  this  language,  and  i^ 
JD&ade  an  impreflion  upon  the  mind  of  Louis^ 
tvhich  from  this  time  began  to  mitigate  it*s 
rancour  towards  him.  What  conditions  dt 
peace  that  monarch  had  propofed  we  are  not 
told.  He  probably  Wanted  to  have  fome  parts 
of  Aquitaine  yielded  to  his  daughters^  that 
they  might  not  be  deprived  of  all  the  inherit- 
ance, which  he  had  hoped  they  would  receive 
fvom  the  dutchefs,  their  mother*  But  Henry 
determined  to  keep  the  whole  for  himfel^ 
and  his  children,  according  to  the  articles  c^ 
his  raarriage-contraft  with  Eleanor,  and.gave 
only  fi^ir  words  to  appeaie  the  king  of  France. 
This,  for  fome  time  delayed  the  conclufion  of 
the  peace^  though  the  truce  was  ftill  conti- 
j^i>ed|  and,  during  the  negotiations,  Henry 
P  z  rccom- 
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recompenfed  the  fidelity,  which  moft  of  hid 
barons  had  lately  difplayed  in  his  fefvice, 
with  great  generofity;  knowing  how  advan- 
tageous  it  is  for  a  prince  to  be  accounted  a 
liberal  rewarder  of  merit.  He  was  particu- 
larly bountiful  towards  his  new  fubjefts  of 
Poidtou.and  Guienne,  who  had  flood  very 
firm  to  him  in  this  time  of  trial. 

While  he  was  thus  prudently  fortifying^ 
himfelfagainft  future  attacks,  by  the  molt 
certain   defence,  the  hearts  of  his  people, 
Stephen  was  endeavouring  to  find  pther  me- 
thods of  fecuring  to  Euftace,  his  eldeft  fon, 
the  fucceflion  to  his  kingdom.     In   order 
thereto,  upon  the  return  of  that  prince  out 
of  Normandy,  he  tried  to  caufe  nim  to  be 
crowned  king  of  England  together  witk  him- 
felf.  By  this  means  he  hoped  to  bar  the  pre- 
.  tenfions  of  Henry,  not  only  in  his  own  life- 
time, but  after  his  death.    The  thing  was 
new  in  this  country;  and,  even  if  the  na^ 
tion  had  been  /united,  it  would  have  required 
great  power,  and  very  ikilful  management, 
to  obtain  their  confent  to  it.  But  the  circuni-* 
fiances  of  the  time  were  fo  unfavorable  to 
.  Stephen,  and  his  authority  was  yet  fo  uii- 
Gervafe  ut   ..fettled,  that  he  had  not  the  leaft  encourage- 
fupra.  ment  to  make  the  attempt.  Neverthelcfs  ho 

fubannfi  i^^.  i^ndertook  it,  as  he  did  all  his  enterprife^, 
i.  e.  17  Siepb.  with  more  ardor  than  judgment;  and  calling 
"•^fi-  together  as  many  of  the  barons  as  paid  him 

'obedience^  propofed  it  to  them,  and  to  the 
fpiritual  lords;    never   refledling,    that,  al- 
though 
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though  they  agreed  unanimoufly  to,  it,  the  Book  I. 
ad:  of  a  party  could  not  have  been  confidered  ^" 
as  the  aft.  of  the  nation,  and  therefore  would 
not  afterwards  have  prevented  a  difpute  a- 
bout  the  fucceffion.  But  he  could  not  induce 
even  this  fhadow  of  a  parliament  to  comply 
with  his  defire.  The  bifliops,  with  one  voice, 
refufed  their  confent,  the  pope  having  fent 
letters  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  ab- 
folutely  forbidding  him  to  raife  to  the  throne 
the  fon  of  a  king,  who  againji  his  oath  had 
ufurped  the  kingdom^  Thus  was  Stephen  de- 
clared by  Rome  ^perjured  ufurper,  notwith* 
ftanding  the  former  bull  confirming  his  title 
by  the  authority  of  that  fee,  the  decifions  of 
which  moft  fhamefully  varied,  according  to 
the  interefts  or  paffibns  of  the  pontiffs.  This 
was  the  effed  of  the  intrigues  carried  on  be- 
tween Pope  Eugenius  and  the  archbifhop  of  ' 
Canterbury,  the  origin  of  which  has  before 
been  mentioned. 

Stephen  now  faw  what  he  had  not  yet  ap- 
.prchended,  how  totally  he  had  loft  the  affec- 
tions of  the  clergy,  and  how  far  their  intel-^ 
ligence  with  Henry  had  gone.  It  is  very 
furprifing,  that  even  his  own  brother,  the 
biflbop  of  Winchefter,  would  not  fupport  him 
in  this  bufinefs.  I  prefuhie  he  was  influenced, 
not  only  by  the  fear  of  offending  the  pope^ 
but  by  fome  fecret  regards  he  had  for  Henry. 
The  rage  of  the  king  and  of  his  fon  rofe  even 
to  frenzy,  when  they  found  their  defign  thus 
defeated  by  the  biftiops,  and  for  a  reafon 
P  3  more 
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'  more  ofFcnfive  than  the  difappointment  itlelfi 
To  cohquer  their  obftinacy,  Stephen  gave 
orders,  that  they  fhould  not  be  fuffered  to 
leave  the  houfe  they  were  in,  till  they  yielded 
to  bis  demand  •  A  confent  fo  extorted  by 
terror  and  violence  would  have  been  annulled 
by  the  pope,  and  could  have  been  of  ho  ad- 
vantage to  Euftace^  had  it  been  gained.  But 
jnoft  of  the  prelates  were  firm  in  refufing  to 
give  it,  even  at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  and 
'  above  all  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  After 
fome  time,  by  a  neglecft  in  guarding  the 
houfe,  which  probably  was  owing  to  cor*^ 
ruptxon,  or  to  private  orders  from  the  king^ 
the  primate  got  out,  and  made  his  efcape 
into  France.  His  brethren  were  then  fet  at 
liberty^  but  their  temporalities  were  allfeized 
to  the  ufe  of  the  king;  which,  however,  he 
foon  reftored,  retaining  only  thofe  of  the  fu-» 
gitive  archbifliop.  And  he  was  compelled,, 
not  long  afterwards,  to  recal  that  prelate  tct 
his  fee,  by  a  fentence  Qf  excommunication 
and  interdicft,  which,  if  this  was  not  done 
within  a  limited  time,  Eugcnius  had  injoined 
the  bifhops  of  England  to  pafs  on  their  fo- 
vereign,  and  on  all  parts*  of  the  kingdom 
which  acknowledged  his  authority,  without 
appeal  • 

Thus  ended  this  bufinefs,  to  the  no  fmall 

difhonor  both  of  Stephen  and  Euftacc :  but 

youth  and  inexperience  made  it  much  more 

Wawribb    ^xcufable  in  the  fon  than  in  the  father.  The- 

•an,  ns2,    Quly  benefit  whicU  Euftacc  obtained  by  it 

was 
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Vas,  that  the  carls  and  temporal  barons,  who  ^^^-^ 
attended  this  convention,  did  homage  and  ''  "^ 
fwore  fealty  to  him,  as  heir  to  the  crown : 
"but,  the  hi  (hops  not  concurring  with  them', 
it  was  hardly  worth  his  while  to  receive  fuch 
^n  imperfe<9:  acknowledgement  of  a  title, 
which  future  events  alone  could  enable  him 
^O'Oiake  good* 

'  The  very  ofFenfive  behaviour  of  the  fee  of  ' '  /; 
;Rome  and  tne  Englifli  prelates,  in  this  aiFair^  ,  V  1 
made  Stephen  feel  with  greater  pain,  how  • '  ^ 

much  danger  might  arife  to  the  general  weal  f  J^* 

of  his  kingdom,  from  the  encreafmg  influence 
"of  the  paipacy  over  the  minds  of  his  clergy. 
-His  attention  was  more  efpecially  led  to  one 
^int,.  the  confequences  of  which  his  wifeft 
'counfellors  very  juftly  apprehended.     The 
law  of  England  being  a  barrier  againft  the 
"^wholc  fyftem  of  papal  power,  the  prelates, 
^  who  were  become  fubfervient  to  that  power, 
and  continually  appealed  to  it  in  thei  affairs 
of  the  church,  had  recourfe  to  the  canon  and  ]^b"^poH"cV^^^^^ 
civil  laws,  the  authority  of  which  they  en-  con,  five  dc 
.deavom-ed  to, exalt  above  that  of  the  former.  N"?.»?  ^""*^- 
A  profeflbr  of  them,  named  Vacarius,  was  qJ*".*  aAus 
called  overfrom  Italy,  in  the  year  eleven  hun-  Pont.  Cant. 
dred  and  forty  eight,  by  the  archbifhop  of  Jf^^^^^^^^^^^ 
'Canterbury,  and  tinder  his  patronage  they  p.  983.  d-    * 
were  taught  in  the  archiepifcopal  palace  and  Arth.  Duck 
the  univerfity  of  Oxford. .  Some  of  the  books  f^orflV  fur. 
brought,  and  commented  upon,  by  Vacarius,  Civ. l.  i.e.  ;• 
contained  notions  and  maxims  very  repug^-*^-  io>  iw 
nantto  thofe,  on  which  the  whok  policy  of '^* 

P  4  the 
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Book  t    the  Engliftx  government  was  cre<9-ed,  Stephen 
^^^~  '[  from  the  necefSty  he  thought  himfelf  under 
of  courting  the  favor  of  Rome^  had  conni<- 
ved  at  this  evil;  but  finding  Eugenius  impla- 
cable to  him,  and  openly  at  war  with  him 
and  his  fon,  he  now  changed  his  condudt, 
and  had  the  refolution  to  publifh  an  edidt^ 
which  filenced  the  profeflbr,  and  forbad  the 
VJolm.Sa-  books.  Yet  little  regard  was  paid  to  this  pro- 
^t?in\X^ci  hihition;    The  clergy  ftill  perfifted  to  addift 
Seiden^Rc-*  themfelvcs  more  and  more  to  the  ftudy  of 
♦icw  of  his    thefe  laws;  and  their  implicit  fubmifSon  toi 
l|wjjg^]*        the  decifions  and  decrees  contained  in  ttxp 
books  of  canon  law,  particularly,  in  the  colr 
lediion  called  the  Decretum,  which  had  been 
pubiiihed  by  Gr^tian  in  the  year  eleven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  one,  continued  in  this  and  ma?- 
jiy  following  reigpSj  even  till  the  reformation 
of  religion  was  compleated,  to  raife  and  fup- 
port  in  them  a  fpirit  of  independence  perni- 
cious to  fociety,  and  principles  incompatible 
with  the  obedience  they  owed  to  the  laws 
pf  their  country* 

Stephen,  having  thus  aAed  above  his  owa 
chara^cr,  and  according  to  the  maxims  of 
the  trueft  policy,  while,  perhaps,  he  only- 
meant  to  (hew  his  refentnieat  of  the  hoftil,e 
condu<S  of  Rome,  betook  himfelf  again  tp 
his  military  operations,  upon  which  ne  now 
perceived  that  he  muft  fqlply  depend  for  the 
I        future  fupport  of  his  government*    Thofe 
. :.-        o£  the  two  preceding  years  had  not  been 
very  conflderabk,   nor  fuch  as  one  might 
^  ^  '  have 
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have  expected,  when  iie  was  fo  iuperior  in     Boiok  l. 
ftrength  to  his  enemies ;  the  cauife  of  which  y]^/jj^ 
has  been  before  told*  During  that  time  his  chief  tindon,  fab 
exploit  was  the  taking  and  burning  of  Wor-  ^^*  steph. 
cefter,  which  city  the  earl  of  Mculant,  to  *^^''5«  ' 
whom  he  had  formerly  given  it,  now  held 
againft  him.     This  nobleman  had  forfaken 
him,. and  aided  GeofFry  Plantagenet  to  finifh 
his  conqgeil  of  the  dutchy  of  Normandy,  in 
the  year  eleven  hundred  and  forty  three,  as 
I  have  related  in  writing  the  tranfadions  of 
that  year  :  foon  after  which  he  went  to  the 
Hoty  war,  and  was  now  returned  into  Eng*- 
land.     Stephen,  more  incenfed  againft  him 
than  againft  any  of  the  old  friends  of  Ma* 
tilda,  affaulted  the  city  of  Worcefter,   into, 
which  he  had  thrown  himfelf,  and  having 
taken  it  by  ftorm,  gave  it  up,  to  be  pillaged 
by  his  foldiers,  who  fet  it  on  fire :  but  he 
could   not  take  the  caftle,  which  the  earl 
maintained  very  bravely.     The  next  year  he 
again  befieged  it  with  ftill  greater  forces,  and 
was  repulfed  a  fecond  time :    after  which  he 
had  recourfe  to ,  a  lefs  dangerous  method  of 
gaining  his  purpofe,  viz.  the  building  two 
forts,  to  block  it  up  1  and  leaving  a  part  of. 
his   army,    under   the   command   of.  ibme 
nobles,    in    garrifon   there,    went   back   to 
London.  .  This  blockade  would^  in  the  end, 
have  conftrained  the  earl  of  Meulant  to  fur- 
render  his  caftlQ,  for  want  of  neceflary  pro- 
vifions,  if  he  had  not  been  fpeedily  relieved, 
by  the  help  of  the  earl  of  Leicefter,  his  mo- 
ther's 
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^^*^|'  thcr's  fon ;  who,  either  by  pretending  an 
^  order  from  Stephen,  whofe  party  he  never 
had  left,  or  by  fome  other  artifice,  not  ex- 
plained in  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  caufed 
the  two  forts  to  be  raifed.  And  yet  this 
lord  was  efteemed  a  man  of  virtue  !  Perhaps, 
finding  himfelf  fufpedled,  on  his  brother's 
account,  and  remembering  the  fate  of  Geof»- 
fry  de  Magnavilla  and  other  noblemen  in 
Stephen's  party,  who  had  been  facrificed  ta 
fufpicion,  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  confult 
his  own  fafety,  by  keeping  up  the  power  of 
his  family,  and  not  fuffering  any  part  of  it  ta 
be  oppreffed.  Indeed  the  general  conduft 
of  the  king  had  been  fuch,  as  loofened  all 
the  bonds  of  truth  and  fidelity :  and  there 
was  a  contagion  in  the  fpirit  of  the  timesV 
which  made  men  not  afliamed  of  violating 
'  their  faith,  and  gave  to  fraud  and  trcafon  the 
reputation  of  prudence; 

Stephen  would  naturally  have  called  die 

carl  of  Lcicefter  to  an  account  for  this  aftion  ; 

but  he  had  other  more  important  affairs  on 

his  hands,  particularly  his  defign  of  crown- 

V.  Hantingd.  ing  Euftace.     When  that  had  failed,  he  re- 

GcriTchron.  turned  to  the  profecution  of  the  war,   anc}^ 

J373.  .         after  a  fiege  of  fome  weeks,  made  himfelf 

mafter  of  the  town  and  caftle  of  Newbury. 

This   being  accomplifhed,    he    turned   his 

arms  againft  Wallingford  caftle,  the  chief 

place,  next  to  Briftol,  that  now  remained 

in  th?  hands  of  his  enemies.     It  could  not 

be  taken,  but  by  famine  3  and  therefore  Jhie 

had 
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had  conftrudted  fevcral  forts  round  about  it, 
to  block  It  upi  The  principal  of  thcfe, 
which  he  called  the  caftle  of  Craumers,  was 
very  ftrong ;  and  he  had  left  there  a  large 
garrifon,  to  reftrain  that  of  Wallingford  from 
tnaking  excurfions.  The  latter,  however, 
were  not  fo  entirely  fliut  up,  but  that  they 
Hill  preferved  a  communication  with  the  • 
neighbouring  country,  by  a  bridge  over  the 
Thames,  which  ran  clofe  under  the  outward 
wall  of  the  cajftle.  In  order  to  cut  off  this 
paffage,  and  complete  the  blockade,  Stephen 
^redted  a  fort  at  the  head  of  the  bridge, 
which  made  it  impoffible  for  the  troops  that 
defended  the  caftle  either  to  go  out  for 
provifions,  or  receive  any  in ;  and  reduced 
them,  in  a  fliort  time,  to  grievous  want. 
Brien  Fitz-corhte,  their  governor,  who  was 
a  perfon  of  high  rank  and  confideration  in 
the  party,  feeing  their  condition  fo  defpe- 
rate,  found  means  to  fend  a  meffage  to  Henry 
Plantagenet,  defiring  afliftance  from  him 
without  delay,  or  permiffion  to  furrender  * 
the  caftle  to  Stephen.  That  prince  was 
much  difturbed  upon  receiving  this  meffage, 
and  greatly  perplexed  what  part  to  take.  It 
was  now  the  depth  of  winter,  a  feafon  very 
unfit  for  pafling  the  fea ;  and,  a  worfe  ob- 
ftacle  to  it  was,  that  he  had  not  yet  made 

{)eace  with  the  king  of  France.  Neverthe- 
c{s,  as  he  apprehended  the  total  difcourage- 
Ihent  of  his  party  in  England,  if  he  fhould 
fuller  a  place,  of  fuch  importance  to  be  loft, 

he 
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BookL  he  determined  to  go  over,  trufting  to  the 
^"""^  truce  between  him  and  that  prince,  which 
he  flattered  himfelf  he  might  foon  convert 
to  a  peace,  by  being  a  little  more  yielding, 
than  he  had  hitherto  been,  in  the  treaty. 
V.  Chron.  But,  while  he  was  diligently  preparing  to 
Norin.p.9  7- g^ecute  this  refolution,  Louis,  informed  by 
Ncubrigcnf,  Euftace  of  what  confequence  it  would  be  to 
huQ.2g.  detain  him  in  Normandy  at  fuch  a  critical 
time,  fent  to  return  the  hoftages,  which  he 
had  received  from  him  on  account  of  the 
truce,  and  to  take  back  thofe  he  had  given: 
notifying  thereby  his  intention  of  imme- 
diately renewing  the  war.  Henry  was  now 
under  ftill  greater  difficulties  in  determining 
his  conduft.  To  leave  his  dominions  on  the 
continent  exhaufted  of  troops,  when  they 
were  menaced  with  an  inftant  invafion  from 
fo  powerful  a  prince,  he  thought  very  im- 
prudent, and  abfolutely  repugnant  to  the 
maxims  he  had  learnt  from  his  father  and 
grandfather,  always  to  prefer  the  conferva^ 
tion  of  prefent  and  certain  pofTeffions  to  the 
purfuit  of  uncertain  hopes.  At  the  fame 
time,  his  friends  in  England  defired  him  to 
bring  a  great  force  to  their  aidj  and  to  go 
with  a  fmall  one  would  expofe  him  to  evi- 
dent danger,  and  might,  probably,  hinder 
many  from  declaring  in  his  favor,  who 
vrould  be  willing  to  do  fo,  if  they  fhould  fee 
him  attended  by  a  numerous  army.  The 
conjundkure  appeared  to  be  decifive.  Stephen 
was  now  in  a  ftate  of  boftility  with  Rome 

'         and 
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and  his  biflibps,  a  circumftance  of  the  higheft     Book  1. 
advantage    to   his    enemies ;    that    quarrel 
might  be  made  up;  Eugenius  was  old  and 
likely  to  die  very  foon';  another  pope  well 
difpofed  to   the   houfe  of  Blois  might  be 
chofen.      The    archbifhop    of  ^Canterbury 
would  think  himfclf  flighted  and  ill  ufed, 
if  Henry  did  not  fupport  him,  but  lufFercd 
the  power  of  the  king  <b  encreafe,  whei>,  in 
all   probability,   the  whole  ftrength    of  it 
would  be  exerted  in  puniftiing  thofe,  who 
had  ventured  to  fet  him  and  his  fon  at  de«* 
fiance.     The    bifliop    of    Winchefter    alfo 
would  be  obliged  to  return  to  the  interefts 
of  his  brother,  unlefs  the  part  he  had  lately 
taken  againft  him,    in  the  very  important 
affair  of  his  fon's  coronation,  was  juftified 
by  the*  courageous  proceeding  of  Henry* 
Nor  was  it  only  his  friends  among  the  clergy 
whom  that   prince  was    afraid  to  lofe,  by 
negle<9:ing  this  crifis.     The  earl  of  Chefter's 
irrefolution  was  not  to  be  fixed,  but  by  his 
prcfence  in  England ;  and,  if  he  loft  that 
*  potent  lord,  he  loft  the  chief  fupport  gf  his 
party.     The  earls  of  Pembroke  and  Hert- 
ford would  probably  make  their  peace  with 
Stephen,  if  they  faw  the  affairs  of  that  mo- 
narch  in  a   profperous    ftate^    and   others 
would   be   deterred  from  declaring  againft 
bim>  upon  whofe  aid  the  duke  of  Normandy 
knew  he  might  count,  if  he  could  ftop  the 
prefect  courfe  of  Stephen's  fuccefs.    Among 
thefe  the  earl  of  Leicefter  was  a  principal 

obje<a 
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object  of  his  hopes  and  attention  ;  for  th^ 
nobleman  had  too  n&uch  offended  the  kingi 
not  to  defire  to  take  from  him  the  power  of" 
being  revenged  s  but  he  would  not  engage 
with  Henry  in  his  jibfence,  nor  go  any 
greater  lengths  towards  a  revolt,  till  hcJ 
iOiould  fee  what  fupport  he  would  be  likely 
to  find  in  changing  his  party.  The  fufFcring 
Wallingford  caftle  to  fall  into  the  power  o/ 
Stephen,  would  be  aa  indelible  ftain  to  the 
honor  of  Henry,  and  produce,  not  only  (^ 
and  dejtiftion  of  fpirit,  but  coldnefs  and 
alienation,  in  all  his  adhereats^ 

Having  well  weighed  all   thefe  things^ 
but  chiefly  confulting  his  own  magnanimityi 
and  rather  confidering  what  was  xnoA  h^nor-r 
able  for  him  to  do,  than  what  .was  mod 
fafe,    he  determined   to  go   ii>to  Ejaglandi 
^•^•'^53*  without    lofing  a   moment  of  time.  ,  Yet^ 
that  he  might  not  expofe  his  territories  iit 
France  to  any  danger^  during  his  abfence*  ^ 
Chron.Nonn.  he  left  behind  him  much  the  greater  part 
ciNcubrig.    q{  ^he  forces,  which   he  had  intended  to 
"'  "'*         carry  over  with  him,  and  embarked  with  a 
body  of  only  three  thousand  foot  and  a  hun- 
dred arid  forty   knights;   tfufting  that  his 
prefence  would  encourage  his  party  to  join  * 
lum,  and  that  he  ihould  be  ftrengthened  by 
almoil  a  general   defedrion  from   Stephen. 
He  had  a  paffage  more  favorable^  than,  frqad 
the  feafon  of  the  year,  he  could  well  exped, 
and   landed    very  happily,     it   is   not  faid 
where,   but  probably  at  Wareham,  on  th^d 
*  iixth 
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iilcth  day  of  January,  eleven  hundred  and-    Book  i. 
fifty  three.  The  king,  I  imagine^  either  hiad  no  cwTchronrf 
fleet  at  that  time,  or  had  negledted  to  guard  fubann.1153. 
the  fca  between  England  and  Normandy^  JJ'I'^^^S- "' 
from  an    opinion,   that   Henry    would    be  h.  Huntingi^ 
itopped  by  the  war  renewed  againft  him  in  f«^  »""*  »^- 

ProX.^  Stcph   Reg. 

France.  WoinNoW 

As  foon  as  the  arrival  of  that  prince  w^s  p.  687, 688* 
known,  his  mother's  old  friends,  who  had  ^^"-  Wawi. 
not  yet  made  their  peace  with  Stephen,  im-^  ^ 
mediately  joined  him:  but  they  were  fome-* 
what  diflieattened  at  his  not  having  brought 
a  greater  army;  and  thofe  of  the  other  party,r  :  ^ 
who  had  given  him  hopes,  that  they -would 
declare  for  him  as  foon  as  he  fhould  land^ 
fhrunk  back  from  their  pr©mifes,  when  they 
found  that  he  was  come  no  beAer  attended  < 
The  bifhops  themfelvcs,  who  had  been  more 
eager  than  any  others  in  calling  him  over, 
remained  unad:ive.  A  man  of  lefs  refolution  * 
would  have  beien  intimidated  and  difcon-^ 
certed  at  this  difappoinl!8Sj  but  he,  .full  of 
confidence,  endeavoured  to  raife  the  fpirits 
of  his  friends  by  the  alacrity  of  his  own  cou« 
rage,  and,  having  called  a  council  of  war, 
told  them,  he  thought  their  ftrength  fuf-** 
ficient  to  win  the  crown  for  him,  and  deli-* 
ver  themfclves  from  the  tyranny,  under 
which  they  groaned,  though  not  anothef 
man  fliould  ftir  to  affifl  them ;  yet  he  did 
not  quftftion  that  they  would  prefently  be 
joined  fcy  great  numbers,  if  they  a<ftcd  with 
vigour  i    whereas,   if  they  difcovered    any 

lymp* 
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fymptoms  cf  fear,  they  muft  defpair  of  all 
fupport.  He  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
he  was  refolved  to  undertake  fome  confider- 
able  adtion,  without  lofs  of  times  and  defircd 
them  to  advife  him,  what  he  fhould  firft  be- 
gin with  J  as  they  were  better  acquainted, 
•  than  he  was,  with,  the  country.  Hereupon: 
they  unanimoufly  gave  him  their  opinion,  that 
he  fhould  lay  fiege  to  Malinfbury ;  a  place 
which,  if  he  Could  take  it,  would  greatly 
facilitate  the  relieving  of  Wallingford,  and 
which  they  hoped  he  might  *make  hjmfclf 
matter  of,  by  a  fudden  attack,  before  th^ 
king  could  draw  his  forces  together.  This 
counfel  pleafed  him :  he  immediately  marched^ 
affaulted  the  town,  and  took  it,  in  a  very 
ihort  time,  t6gether  with  the  caftle,  except 
one  tower,  which  being  too  ftrong  to  be* 
taken  by  ajflault,  he  blocked  it  up,  with  a 
*  defign  of  reducing  it  by  famine.  Stephen^ 
V.  anaorcs  who  had  intelligence  of  his  having '  per-*  • 
ciuKutfopra.  foi-j^ed  this  fpirited  aftion,  almoft  as  foon  aa 
he  heard  of  his  landing  in  England,  wa« 
much  alarmed.  He  made  all  the  haftc  he 
could  to  alTemble  his  forces,  and  having 
formed  a  great  army  marched  diredlly  to  the 
enemy,  and  offered  them  battle.  But  Henry, 
who  was  much  inferior  to  him  in  numbers, 
Jcept  himfelf  clofe  in  his  camp,  which  on 
one  fide  was  defended  by  the  walls  of  the 
town,  and  on  the  other  by  the  river  Avon  5 
continuing  flill  the  blockade  of  the  tower  of 
Malmfbury,    and  avoiding  to  fight,  unlefs 

Stephen 
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Stephen  ^ould  attack  him ;  which  he  could  Book  L 
tiot  do  in  fuch  a  poft,  without  extreme  dif-?  * 
advantage,  'i'hat  monarch,  neverthelefs,  de- 
termined to  rifquc  it : '  for  he  found  his  army 
fijffer  nluch  by  the  feverity  qf  the  cold,^  and 
apprehended  that  delay  would  ftrengthen  the 
duke.  He  therefore  advanced  to  the  river j^ 
With  a  refolution  to  pafs  it,  though  he  faw 
the  enemy  all  drawn  lip,  in  order  of  battle, 
on  the  ojppofite  bank.  But,  as  he  came  on, 
there  arole  a  wintry  ftorm^  with  violent 
powers  of  hajl  and  fleet,  which  drove  di- 
redly  in  the  faces  of  his  iiien^  who,  quite 
benumbed  \yith  the  wet  and  cold,  loft  all 
ufe  of  their  arms,  all  ftreng^th,  and  couragci 
vyhile  thofe  qf  the  duke,  having  the  wind 
in  their  backs,  and  being  much  better  fhel- 
tered,  fuffered  little  by  it.  The  river  was! 
fwelled  by  tlie  rains  and  rendered  impaflablei 
(o  that  Stephen,  defpairing  now  of  any  fuc- 
cefs,  and  unable  to  bear  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  which  continued  very  bad,  re-r 
tired  to  London. 

This  had  great  corifequerices  in  favor  of  the 
duke.  Soon  afterwards  the  tower  of  Malmf- 
biiry  was  furrendered  2  the  earl  of  Leicefter 
declared  for  him :  the  countefs  of  Warwick, 
ivhofe  hufband  was  then  dying,  delivered  to 
him  that  caftlcj  and  thirty  other  ftrong 
J)Jaces;  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
Were  likewife  yielded  up.  The  people  all 
believed  that  Heaven  fought  for  him;  a  no- 
.  tion  that  did  him  much  fervice.     His  force 

Vol.  II.  Q^  was 
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^skl. ,  was  now  fufficient  to  enable  him  to  attempt 
^^"^""^  the' relieving  of  Wallingford,  which  object 
he  had  moft  at  heart :  nor  Would  it  fufFei*' 
any  longer  delay;  the  garrifon  being  ready 
to  perifh  with  famine.  He  therefore  marched 
thither,  with  all  poflible  expedition ;  pafTed 
Unmolefted  through  the  whole  chain  of  forts, 
that  Stephen  had  built  round  about  itVand 
te-Viftualled  the  caftle  :  the .  garrifons  of 
thofe  places  not  daring  to  fally  out>  or  give 
VM-aoaorcs.  any  obftrudliori  to  his  enterprife.  Having 
citat-acfupra-accompliflbed  his  purpofe,  he  proceeded  to 
befiegd  the  caftle  of  Craumers,  the  ftrongeft 
of  the  f&rts  abovementioned.  Accordingly, 
lie  drew  lines  of  circutovallation  about  it,  and 
extended  them  from  thence  to  Wallingford 
caftle.  Thus  he  cut  off  all  fupplies  from  the 
garrifon,  and  efFedtually  prevented  the  fiege^J 
ne  was  making,  from  being  difturbed  by 
incurfions  of  the  enemy's  troops,  out  of  the 
other  fmaller  forts.  He  had  leifure.to  com- 
plete thefe  works,  before  Stephen,  who  ftaicf 
ibme  time  at  London  to  refrefh  and  recruit 
*  his  forces,  was  able  again  to  take  the  field. 

At  laft  th^t  prince,  having  made  the  utmoft 
efforts  to  colleft  his  whole  fl:rength,  marched 
towards  Wallingford  with  an  army  more 
numerous  than  the  duke's.  Many  of  the 
barons  attended  his  fl:andard,  and  among 
them  the  earl  of  Arundel,  a  man  famous  for 
his  eloquence  no  lefs  than  for  his  valor.  Wil- 
liam or  Ipres  was  likewife  there,  at  the  bead 
6f  the  mercenaries.  Foremoft  of  all,  and  * 
^    "'  -  •  ^-         nioft 
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moft   eager   to  fight,   was  Prince  Euftace,    "Bbolti. 
being  fired,  not  only  by  the  ardor  of  youth  ^'^    ""*  ?'*^' 

*flnd  great  natural  eouragfe^  btit  by  ftfong 
cmulatiQn  againft  Henry,  the  rival  of  all  his 
pretenfions.  Both  hact  from  their  inf;?ncy, 
bieen  bred  up  in  expedtation  of  the  kingdom 
of  England  j  both  had  been  ihvefted  with  the 
dutchy  of  Normandy ;  both  h^d  married  wives 
of  the  firft  rank  in  Europe;  their  age  was  the 
faniei  their  valor  equal :  but  in-wifiiom,  in 

'  knowledge,  in  the  decency  and  the  dignity 
of  his  behaviour,  in  all  the  virtues  of  civil 
life,  Henry  was  vaftiy'luperior  toEuftace. 

As  foon  as  the  former  had  intelligence 
that  the  king  was  coming -againft  him',  he 
made  a  fudden  fally  out  of  Wallingfgrd  caftle,. 

^  and  took  by.  ftorm  the  (on  at  thelicad<  of  the 
bridge,  which  Stephen  had  erefted  the  year 

-before*     Having  thus  opened  to  "hiinfeif  a 

"free  paffage  Qver  the  river,  and  a  cbmtntini'- 
cation  to  the  caftle  with  the  countfyion  that 

^fid«,  he  threw  down  his  lines,  and  marched 
out,  with  great  alacrity,  to  meet  the  king  Vid.auaorci 
and  give  him  battle.  For,  though  inferior  <^i^*«-«%"N 
in  numbers, -yet  as  the  difparity"  was  mot 
very  gteat,  he- thought  it  more  prudent,  as 
well  as  more  for  his  honor,  to  brave  the  ene- 
my in  the  field,  than  towait  for  hiin  behind 
entrenchments;  an  army  being  much  ftronger, 
by  the  fpirit,  and  confidence  in  its  own  valor, 
which  fuch  an  animating,  condudl  infpireSi, 
than  by  the  uncertain  defence  of  ditches  and 
ramparts..    Nor  yet  did  he  totally  raife  the 

•♦ficge  he  had  formed,   but«^ieft  a  fufficient 

Q^  force  ^ 
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Bbok'L     forcJe  to  contiiUie  tbe  blcxikadc  of  the  caftle 

of  Craumcis,  till  tb^  Iboujd  return*    He  had 

not  gone  V3Bry  fer,  when  in  the  midft  of  a 

wide  and  ;open  plain,  4ie  found  Stephen  en- 

campcdy  and  pitched  his  ^wn  tents  within  a 

.-quarter  Qf  a  mile  of  hin^  preparing  for  a 

r  faatde  with  all  the  eagernefs,  that  the  defire 

;  of  empire  and  glory  Cquld  excite,  in  a  brav^ 

:ahd  yoirthful  heart,  elate  with  fuccefs.    Ste- 

iphjwi  alforn»iach  Wifhed  to  bring  the  €onteft 

.fectwten  them  to  it  ipeeidy  dcpifien:    but,. 

Iwhile  he  and  EiiftaCe  wierei  coo(ultitig  with 

William  of  Ipres,  in  whpfe  ^ifedion  they 

nioft  confided,  aiHl  by  wbofe  private  advice 

:ihey  look  all  theix  ©leafures,    die  carl  of 

, Arundel,  having.  aiJethbled  the  En.gli(h  no- 

db'ai]^,:.Mid  j6?incipal  officers,  fpoke  to  this 

TefieS; 

€c  it  Jsdio^  abmrer^xteen  years,  that,  on 
>^  a^dcmbtftil  and  difp^ted  claim  to  the  crown> 
:***tW.rag^<3f  civil  wftrhas  almoft  eontinu- 
*^  aliyriiSbfted  this  kingdom*    During  this 
*^  jjieUnoh^ly  period:  how  much  ^blood  has. 
'".  :becn  ihed  I  What  d?vaftations  and  mifery 
:  ^  ;hay€^  been  brought  ©n  the  peopl?  !    The 
^  hw$  have  loft  their  force,  the-  crown  it's 
^^^  autfeQjrky  :  ^  Hceritipufnefs    and    impunity 
"  have ihaken  all  th^  foundations  of  public 
.  *^  fccurity.     This  great  and   noble  nation 
/^  has  been  delivered  a  prey  ta  the  bafeft  of 
foreigners,  the  abominable  fcum  of  Flaa- 
ders,  Brabant,  and  Bretagne,  robbers  ra- 
ther than  foldiers,  rcftrained  by  no  laws, 
3i.  "  divine 
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divine  or  human,  tied  to  no  country,  fub- 
**  jedt  to  no  prince,  inftrumcnts  of  all  tyranny, 
•*  violence,  and  oppreffion.  At  the  fame 
**  time,  our  cruel  neighbours,  the  Welfh 
^*  and  the  Scotch,  calling  themfclvjes  allies 
^*  or  auxiliaries  to  the  emprcfs,  but  in  reality 
**  .enemies  and  deftroyers  of  England, .  have  ' 
broken  their  boi|nds,  ravaged  our  bordets, ' 
and  taken  from  us  whole  provinces,  which; 
we  never  can  hope  to  recover,  while,  in- ' 
ftead  of  employing  our  united  force  againft 
them,  we  continue  thus  madly,  without 
any  care  of  our  publick  fafety  or  national 
honor,  to  turn  our  fwords  againft.  our  own 
bofoms.  What  benefits  havewe^ained  to 
^'  compenfate  all  thefe  lofles,  or  what  do  we 
*^  expedt?  When  Matilda  was  iiiiftrefs  of- 
**  the  kingdom,  though  her  power  was  hot* 
^'  yet  confirmed,  in  what  manner  did  flie* 
**  govern  ?  Did  flie  not  make  even  thofe  of 
"  her  own  fa^flion,  and  court,  regret  the 
^  king  ?  Was  hot  her  pride  more  intolerable 
*'  ftill'than  his  levity,  her  rapine  than  his 
"  profufenefs  ?  Were  any  years  of  his  reign 
"  fo  grievous  to  the  people,  fo  ofFcnfive  to 
**  the  nobles,  as  the  firft  days  of  her's  ? 
**  When  flie  was  driven  out,  did  Stephen 
**  corre<ft  his  former  bad  conduct;  ?  Did  he 
**  difmifs  his  odious  foreign  favorite  ?  Did 
**  he  difcharge  his  lawlefs  foreign  hirelings, 
'*  who  bad  fo  long  been  the  fcourge  and  the 
'*  reproach  of  England?  Have  not  they 
♦*  lived  ever  fince.  upon  free  quarter,  by 
0^3  **  plun- 
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Book  I.     €c  plundering  our  houfes  and,  burning  oup  " 
^    "  cities?  And  now,  to  complete  our  mife- 
"  ries,  a  new  army  of  foreigners,  Angevins, 
**  Gafcons^  Ppiftevins,  I  know  not  who,  are  - 
^'  come  over  with  Henry  Plantagenet,  the 
^*  fon  of  Matilda;  and  many  more,  no  doubt  * 
^^  will  be  called  to  affift  him,  as  foon  as  ever 
**  his  affairs  abroad  will  permit ;  by  whofe 
^*  help,  if  he  be  vidlorious,  England  muft^ 
*<  pay  the  price  of  their  ferviccs  :  our  lands, 
"  our  honors,  muft  be  the  hire  of  thefe  ra- 
**  pacious  invaders.     But  fuppofe  we  fhould 
**  have  the  fortune  to  conquer  for  Stephen, 
*^  what  will  be  the  confequence  ?  Will  vic- 
*^  tory  teach  him  moderation  ?  Will  he  learn 
**  from  fecurity  that  regard  to  our  liberties, 
^*  which  he  could  not  learn  from  danger  f 
**  Alas  \  the  only  fruit  of  our  good  fuccefs 
**  will  be  this;    the  eftates  of  the  earl  of 
^*  Leicefter  and  others  of  our  countrymen, 
**  who  havQ  now  quitted  the  party  of  the 
■  *  king,  will  be  forfeited ;  and  new  confif^ 
f'  cations  will  accrue  to  William  of  Ipres.    • 
**  But  let  us  not  hope,  that,  be  our  vie- 
^*  tory  ever  fo  complete,    it  will  give  any 
*'  lafting  peac6  to  this  kingdom.     Should 
*^  Henry  fall  in  this  battle,  there  are  two 
*'  other  brothers,  to  fucceed  to  his  claim, 
f^  and  fupport  his  faftion,  perhaps  with  lefs 
f'  merit,  bat  certainly  with  as  much  ambi- 
^'  tion  as  he.     What  fhall  we  do  then  to 
^^  free  ourselves  from  all  thefe  misfortunes? 
f  — ^Let  us  prefer  the  interefl  of  qqr  country 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


OP  ■  KING     HENRY     11. 

V  to  that  of  our  party^  and  to  all  thofe  p^f- 
**  fions,  which  are  apt,  in  civil  diflenfionSn 
**  to  inflame  zeal  into  madnefs,  and  render 
?'  men  the  blind  inftruments  of  thofe  very 
"  evils,  which  they  fight  to  avoid.  Let  us 
^*  prevent  all  ,the  crimes  and  all  the  horrors' 
*'  that  attend  a  war  of  this  kindi  in  which 
*^  conqueft  itfelf  is  full  of  calamity,  and  oui; 
^^  moft  happy  vidtories  deferve  to  be  cele- 
*'  brated  only  by  tears.  Nature  herfelf  is 
*'  difmayed,  and  fhrinks  back  from  a  com-r 
**  bat,  where  every  blow  that  we  ftrike  may 
^*  murder  a  friend,  a  relation,  a  parent.  Let 
^^  sus  hearken  to  her  voice,  which  commands 
^'  us  to  refrain  from  that  guilt.  Is  therq 
^*  one  of  us  here,  who  would  not  think  it 
f^  a  happy  and  glorious  adt,  to  fave  ;he  lif(? 
f^  pf  pne  of  his  countrymen?  What  a  felicity 
^*  then,  and  what  a  glory,  mijft  it  be  to  us 
^'  all,  if  we  fave  the  lives  of  thoufaqds  pf 
f^  Engliihnjen,  that  muft  ptherwife  fall  in 
f^  this  battle,  ^nd  iq  ipany  other  battles,, 
y  which,  hereafter,  niay  be  fought  on  this 
^'  quarrel  ?  It  is  in  our  power  to  ^o  fo — It 
^'  is  in  our  power  to  end  the  controverfy, 
/*  both  fafciy  and  honorably ;  by  aq  amicably 
*«  agreen^ent ;  not  by  the  fword-  Stephen 
^*  may  enjoy  the  royal  dignity  for  his  life, 
*'  and  the  fucceflion  may  be  lecured  to  the 
♦•  young  duke  of  Normandy,  with  fuch  a 
**  prefent  rank  in  the  ftate,  as  befits  the  heir 
"  of  the  crown.  Even  the  bitteref^  enemies 
y  pf  the  king  muil  acknowledge,  that  he  is 
Q^.^  **  valiant. 
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f'  valiant,  gciierous,  and  good-natured :  hi5 
**  warmed  friends  cannot  deny,  that  he  has 
'•  a  great  deal  of  raflinefs  and  indifcretion. 
"  Both  may  therefore  conclude,  that  he 
**  fhould  not  be  deprived  of  the  royal  autho- 
f*  rity,  but  that  he  ought  to  be  rjBftraine4 
'*  from  a  further  abufe  of  it;  which  can  be 
f  *  done  by  no  means,  fo  certain  and  efFeftual^ 
as  what  I  propofe :  for  thus  his  power 
will  be  tenipered,  by  the  prefence,  the 
^'  counfels,  and  influence  of  Prince  Henry: 
\^  who,  from  his  own  intereft  in  the  weal  6t 
f *  the  kingdom,  which  he  is  to  inherit,  wil| 
f  *  always  have  a  right  to  interpofc  his  adyice^ 
5*  and  even  his  authority,  ^f  i^  be  necefTary, 
againft  any  future  violations  of  our  liber- 
ties; and  to  procure  an  effedtual  redref^ 
of  our  grievances,  which  we  have  hithcrtq 
fought  in  vain.  If  all.  the  Englifti  in  both 
armies  unite,  as  I  hope  that  they  may^ 
in  this  plan  of  pacification,  they  will  be 
f  *  able  to  give  the  law  to  the  foreigners,  and 
oblige  both  the  king  and  the  duke  to  conr 
fent  to  it.  This  will  fecure  the  publicl? 
tranquillity,  and  leave  no  fecret  flings  of 
T*  refentment,  to  rankle  in  the  hearts  of  a 
fuffering  party,  and  produce  future  difr 
turbances.  As  there  will  be  np  triumph, 
no  infolence,  no  exclufiye  right  to  favor^ 
pn  either  fide,  there  can  be  rip  fhame,  no 
anger,  no  uneafy  defire  of  change.  |t  wil^ 
be  the  work  of  the  whole  nation  ;  and  all 
muft  wifli  to  fupport  what  all  have  efla- 
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V  biiflifid.     Th<i  fohs  of  Stephen  indeed  may 
.**  tndedVOur  to  op^ofe  it :  but  their  efforts' 
**  will  be  fruitl^fs,  and  n^uft  end  very  foon, 
**  either  ih  th€k  fubrtiiffion,  or  their  tmii. 
^'  Nof  have  they  any  reafonable  eaufe  t6 
*'  coi^ptdin.     Thfeir  father  hithfelf  did  hdi 
^^  come  t6  the  cro#n  by  hereditary  right. 
^^  He  was  eledted  in  preferencfe  to  a  Womaii 
**  ajfid  ah  infant,  Who  Were  deemed  not  tt> 
^*  be  caipable  of  ruling  a  kingdom.     By  that 
^*  eleftiori  diih  alligiatice  is   bound  to  hirii 
f^  during  his  life:   but  neither  that  bond, 
^*  nor  the  reafon  for  which  we  chofe  him, 
f^  will  hold,  as  to  the  choice  of  a  fucceffor. 
?*  Hehry  Plantageriet  is  now  grown  up  to  ait 
•*  ige  of  maturity,  and  every  way  qualified 
^*  to   fiicceed  to   the   crown.      He   is   the 
^*  grandfon  of  a  king  whofe  memory  is  dea^  ' 
*^  to  US',  and  the  neareji,  heir  male  to  hint  tA 
f^  the  courfe  of  defcent:    he  appears   to  re- 
f^  femble  him  in  all  his  good  qualities,  and 
^*  to  be  worthy  to  reign  over  the  Normans 
^^  and  Englifh,  whofe  nobleft  blood,  unitedj^ 
^*  enriches  his  veins.    Normandy  has  already 
M  fubmitted  to  him  with  pleafure.     Why 
^^  Ihould  we  now  divide  that  dutchy  from 
^*  England,  when  it  is  fo  greatly  the  intereft 
^*  of  our  nobility  to  keep  them  always  cori- 
?^  nedled  ?    If  we  had  no  other  inducement 
f*  to  make  us  defire  a  reconciliation  between 
**  him  and  Stephen,  this  would  be  fufficient. 
^*  Our  eftates  in  both  countries  will  b.y  that 
ff  means  ])e  f^c^red^    \Yhich  otherwife  we 
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Book^L    u  jnuft  forfeit,  in  the  one,  or  the  other, 
while  Henry  remains  poirefled  of  Nor^ 
mandy :  and  it  will  not  be  an  eafy  matter 
to  drive  him  from  thence,  even  thoiigh 
we  fhould  compel  him  to  retire  from  Eng- 
<*  land.     But,  hy  amicably  compounding  his 
**  quarrel  with  Stephen,  we  fhall  maintain 
*^  all  our  interefts,  private  and  publick.    Hi^ 
•*  greatnefs  abroad  will  encreafe  the  power 
^*  of  this  kingdom :  it  will  make  us  reiped:- 
"  able  and  formidable  to  France :  England 
**  will  be  the  head  of  all  thofe  ample  domi- 
**  nions,    which  extends   from  the  Britifli 
^^  ocean  to  the  Pyrenean  rnountains.      By 
^*  governing,  in  his  youth,  fo  many  different 
^*  ftates,  he  will   learn  to  govern  us,   and 
^*  come  to  the  crown,  after  the  deccafe  of 
**  king  Stephen,  accomplifhed  in  all  the  arts 
*'  of  good  policy.   His  mother  has  willingly 
*'  refigned  to  him  her  pretenfions,  or  rather 
**  ihe  acknowledges  that  his  are  fuperior: 
*'  we  therefore  can  have  nothing  to  appre- 
**  hend  on  that  fide.     In  every  view,  our 
*'  peace,  our  fafety,  the  repofe  of  our  con- 
^*  iciences,  the  quiet  and  happinefs  of  our 
f^  pofterity  will  be  firmly,  eftabliflied  by  the 
^^  jlieans  I  propofe.     Let  Stephen  continue 
f*  tQ  wear  the  crown  that  we  gave  him,  as 
^'  long  as  he  lives ;  but  after  his  death  let  it 
f *  defcend  to  that  prince,  who  alone  can  put 
**  an  end  to  our  unhappy  divifions.     If  you 
^*  approve  njy  advice,  and  will  empQwer  me 
**  to  treat  in    yoijr    names^    I  \vill  imme-» 
.  '  *^  diately 
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**  diately  convey  your  defires  to  the  king  and    Book  i. 
^<  the  duke."  •  u-^v-^i^ 

The  earl  of  Arundel  undoubtedly  adted  in  Y^^c  "*>r«^ 
concert  with  the  principal  men  in  both  ar**^'^^'^^  ^^^ 
mies.     His  fpeech  was  received  with  great     " 
;applaufe.     The  impreffion  it  made  upon  the  ' 

nobles  and  gentry  was  foon  communicated 
tp  the  foldiers,  and  produced  in  their  minds 
a  fudden  change.  Thofe,  who  before  had 
been  the  moft  ardent  to  fights  now  threw 
down  their  arms,  and  loudly  declared  their 
wifhes  for  a  peace,  on  the  foundations  which 
the  earl  had  marked  out.  Seeing  thefe  good 
difpofitions  fo  general  in  them,  and  being 
fare  of  a  fupport  from  the  moft  powerful 
barons,  he  propofed  it  to  the  king  with  a 
tone  of  authority,  rather  than  of  counfeL 
William  of  Ipres  and  his  troops,  furprifed 
at  this  novelty,  inferior  in  numbers  to  the 
Englifli  of  their  own  party,  and' apprehend^- 
ing  a  junftion  of  the  two  armies,  ftood  in 
fufpenfe  and  filence,  looking  on  the  king,  and 
waiting  his  orders,  Aftbnilhment,  rage,  and 
indignation  choaked  up  the  fpeech  of  Eu- 
ftace.  Stephen,  amazed,  confounded,  inti- 
midated, after  fome  paufe  and  confli6l  in  his 
mind,  yielded  to  an  immediate  ceflation  of 
arms,  and  to  a  conference  with  the  duke,  in  * 
order  to  a  treaty,  which  he  was  fure  would 
end  in  nothing,  but  lofs  arid  diflionor  to  him- 
felf  and  his  family. 

•  The  carl  of  Arundel  then  pfopofed  tb  the 
4ukc  and  his  afmy  what  he  had  opened  to 
L  \  the 
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the  king :  bat,  ia  order  to  fecure  the  fuccefs 
of  his  bufinefs,  he  had  fent  before  him  feme 
monks  and  other  eccleiiafticks^  to  negociate, 
in  private,  with  the  Englifti  nobility  there. 
Vide  auaA-es  and  difpofc  them  to  back  his  propofaL  He 
put.tttfupra.jj^^  himfelf,  a  ftcret  intelligence  with  fomc 
of  the  greateft,  and  knew  that  the  meafure 
was  agreeable  to  them>  and  would  be  ftrongly 
ftipported  by  their  concurrence.  The  duke 
at  firft  was  very  averfc  to  it,  and  refolved  to 
gain  or  lofe  alU  as  the  fortune  of  war  (hould 
decide:  for  Stephen,  being  yet  under  fifty 
years  old,  and  of  a  vigorous  and  hale  confti- 
tution,  might  live  many  years :  and  there- 
fore to  grant  fo  long  a  term  to  a  reign, 
which  Henry  thought  an  unjuft  and  violent 
ufurpation,  feemed  to  him  very  hard.  Nor 
could  his  ftrong  fenfe  and  clear  judgment  be 
perfuaded  to  believe,  that  any  fincere  or  lad- 
ing peace  wbuld  be  procured  by  this  means. 
But  fearing  to  be  abandoned  by  ail  his  Eng- 
lifli  friends,  whom  the  earl  of  Arundel's  elo- 
,  quence,  and  fccret  intrigues,  had  rendered 
unanimous  in  defiring  a  treaty,  he  at  laft  was 
induced,  though  with  the  utmoft  reluctance, 
to  confent  to  the  interview,  which  the  king 
)iad  agreed  to,  within  a  little  diftance  from 
their  two  camps.  They  met  upon  the  op- 
pofite  banks  of  die  Thames,  which  there  is 
very  narrow,  and  conferred  together,  a  long 
time,  without  any  attendants. 

It  is  faid,  that  they  mutually  complained 
^  to  each  other  of  the  treachery  of  the  barons, 

and 
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and  of  their  infoience  in  preftiming  tQ  dictate  BoAl,^ 
jfuch  terittS'to  their  maftew^  Wh%t  fuirther  ''-  -'"^ 
;;pafled  is  Unknown ;  few*  lihey rpartied  withottt 
any  dccifive  agrcMnentj  only  a  ihort  fti^en-- 
lilon  of  arnxs  h^u^g  Wen  fettled  between 
rthemj  which>  not-entirelyto  oppofe  the  de- 
iirQs  of  his  frieodsu  Henry  had  yielded  to, 
^lOa  tUsadv{mtageoasiaodh(moraHe  condition, 
that  the  ki^g  himlelf  jObojuld  dewoliih  the 
.caftleof  .Crammers. 

The  greateft  oJbOiaclefto  a^peaoe  was  prince 
•EuAace.     He^  who  ba^afpirit^s  h%h  as 
his  birth  and  pretenfions,    faw  hijmfelf,  •  if 
this  |>Ian  ihpuld  t^kfi  t£k&j  reduced,  to  the 
obfcurity  of  a  prAYate  .i)9odition ;  or*  at  b^, 
to  the  two  ^rld«)BarS  i9f  ^ulogne  iwd  Mor- 
tagne  ;  after  h^xii^  jlQijb/ the  d»ti^y  pf  Nor- 
traandy*  andtheffcing^Qm  pf  Eijgland.  .Swdi 
^degradation  appeared  to  hioi  the  worft  of 
evils;  and  refentment  having  inflamed  .his 
natiu^al  course  to  a  difregara  of  aU  danger, 
without  luiowing  weU  by  what  n^ethods  to 
oppofe  it,  he-abfoluteiiy  determined  not  to 
fubmit  to  it.     At  bis  fiber's  returji  from  Cerv.  at  ^ 
the  conference,  he  upbraided  him  bitterly,  P'** 
for  having  had  the  abject  complatfance  to 
treat  with  his  enemy,  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his   mutincHis   fubje^s.     He   told 
him,  *^  that,  by  liftening  to  fuch  a  prppofal, 
"  he  would  facrifice,  not  only  his  fon,  but 
**  himfelf,  to  a  vain  flxadow  of  peace,  and 
♦*  to  the  mere  name  of  royalty,  deprived  of 
«'  all  it's  power  and  majefty  :  that  a  fuccef- 

••  for 
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^Bobkl.    -««  for  foreed  trpoh  him;  fo  ihjurloufl^^^ 

«ij-iu    '*   ♦c  family,  and  to  -his  royal  dignity*  would 

.*^  be,  in  reality,  his  matter  and  kiflg :  that 

**  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  died, 

:**  with  his  fword  in  his  hand^  at- the  head 

-*^  of  his  foreign,  troops,    wlio  were  ftill 

c*^  faithful  to  him,  than  have  timidly  fub- 

:**  mitted  to  fuch  an  indignity:   that,    for 

••^  his  own  part,  he  protefted  againft   this 

treaty,  and  would  make  no  peace  with 

Heftry,  while  he  could  get  an  arm  to 

ftrike  for  him,  in  England,  or  in  France: 

nor  would  he  ftay  any  longer,  to  be  a 

^**  witnefs  of  the  weaknefs  and  fefvitude  of 

r  *«  his  father."     Having  thus  verited  his  in- 

-dignation  he  broke  away  fuddenly,  -  without 

'deigning  even  to  wait  for  any  reply  ^  and 

taking  along  with  him  the  knights  of  his 

houfhold,  and  all  who  were  particularly  at^ 

tached  to 'his  perfon,- repaired  to  Cambridge. 

JHe  ftaid  there  fome  time,  and  found  means 

'  to  draw  together,  beneath  his  own  ftandard, 

vfeveral    perfons   of  defperate  fortunes   and 

minds,  to  w^hom  civil  war  was  a  benefit  and 

a  fecurity,  defigning,  with  their  affiftance, 

to  atl  for  himfelf,  and  render  the  propofed 

accommodation  more  difficult. 

The  ceflation  of  arms,  agreed  to  between 
.  Stephen  and  Henry,  being  expired,  the  war 
was. renewed,  though  not  with  great  alacrity 
on  either  fide,  as  the  negotiations  for  peace 
were  ftill  carried  on,  and  the  leading  meii, 
in  both  parties,  „  concurred  very  iealoufly  to 
*    -    '  promote 
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promote  their  fuccefs."  A  detachment  of  the    Book  r. 
king's  troops,  commanded  by  William  defilH^itinj^. 
Quercy,  governor  of  Oxford,  by  the  brave  Chroii.Norin! 
William  Martel,  andby  Richard  de  Lucy,  JJ^^^^*- 
Coming  to  make  an  incurfion  into  the  coun-^iupra. 
try  poflefled  by  Henry,  he  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  forces  feht  to  his  af- 
fiftance  by  fome  of  the  bifliops,   met  this' 
party  on  their  way,  attacked  and  defeated 
them,   took  twenty  knights,   and  purfued 
the  reft  as  far  as  Oxford.    After  this  ac- 
tion, his  light-armed  trdops  over- ran  and 
pillaged  the  country.    At  their  return  to  his 
camp,  they  brought  in  a  great  booty  :    but 
he  commanded  it  all  to  be  reftored  to  the 
perfons  from  whom  it  was  taken,  faying,  // 
nvas  not  tv  plunder  the  people,  but  to  deliver^ 
them  from  the  rapine  of  the  greats  that  be 
came  into  England:    words  of  more  ufe  to 
him  than  many  fuch  vidlories,  and  which  h& 
moft  effe(ftually  and  honorably  fulfilled,  dur- 
ing the  whole  courfe  of  his  fucceeding  reign.- 
Nor  did  he  only  gain  the  commons.     Many 
of  the  nobility,  one  after  another,  forfook 
Stephen's  party,  and  came  over  to  his ;  even 
fome,  who  had  been,  hitherto,  moft  averfe 
to  his  caufe:    but  all  were  defirous  of  a 
treaty  on  ti\t  terms  the  earl  of  Arundel  had 
propofed.     Neyerthelefs    the   fpirit   of  the 
king,  awakened  by  the  reproaches  of  a  fon 
whom  he  loved,  appeared  to  be  now  deter- 
mined againft  the  conclufion  of  an  accom- 
modation, fo  ignojninipus  to  himfelf,  and  fp 
•       •*  '  ruinous 
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publick.  Yethisi>aturewasnat  utterly  void  pi? 
all  virtues;  but  it  was  miierably  flppray^  by 
a  bad  cducatiofi.  6e  had  been  bred,  evea 
from  his  cradle,  arriidft  the  liceptibufiiefs^ 
cruelty,  and  impiety  of  a  long  civil  war; 
without  proper  care,  in  thofe  to  wbofe  t»itioa 
his  youth  yvas  comniitted,  to  pf^i^rye  hirsi 
from  the  contagion  of  fiich  ppililent  tin^es^ 
by  opppfing  good  iiiftr«<3:ion8  to  evil -ev^pDi^- 

flcs*  As  hi  grew  up,  he  becaipe  diiTqliift^ 
ercc,  and  intraa^bje*  A  low  tafte  of  pj^^ 
Jf*  ^<^^^^*^*?  fure  carried  him  into  mean  compaQy:  ifo 
CuriaHaro"^"  that  he  wafted  ^  grc^t  part  of  his  time.  wHh 
1.  vi.  c.  1 8.  buffoons,  ai^d  all  the  fcun^  qf  a  \w>(^  pourt  or 
difbrdprly  <:s^n^pi  which  vile  fociety  d^bafed 
Getf.  Stcph.  his  mind,  and  corriipted  his  he^rt.  Otber- 
R«g-  p-  973»  ;vvife  he  migh^  have  been  capable  of  doing 
^^**  great  things:  fftr  be  poiTcflfed,  with  the  ^- 

tivity,  arid  courag?  of  his  father,  *  mor^  de* 
termined  resolution  i  t^tid  difcpveredy  in  th9 
carlieft  bloom  of  hi^  youth,    fuch  talents 
for  war,  as  gained  the  admiratioti  even  of  th9 
pldeft  commanders.    To  his  frier^s  he  was 
affable,    courteous,    and  liberal;     but  his 
bounty  was  too  often  extended  to  peribnSf 
jo^.an.  Sarifb^  whofe  Only  merit  was  ferving  his  vices.   Up* 
Poiicrat.  at    ^^  ^g  wbole,  he  feemed  made  to  perpetuate 
*^^**  tht  mifchiefs,  that  England  endured  under 

the  reign  of  his  father,  and  perhaps  to  m*' 
'  creafe  thcm» 

His  death  removed  the  grcateft  impedi^ 
ment  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom;  and  tht^ 
fettlementof  it  wa^  adyanqed,  in  a  lower  dc* 

.gree^ 
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grce,  by  that  of  his  deareft  friend,  the  young    fi®ok  '• 
eaii  of  Northampton,  who  ttlfo  die4,  in  th^    «-«*v*^ 
imeuieeky  of  a  fetrer>    Stephen  had  given  v.jorval.p* 
that  lord  the  earldom  of  Huntingdon,  upon  975-  **• »«« 
the  deceafe  of  Henry  prince  of  Scotland,  not 
long  before  I  and  his  appreheiifion  that  the 
duke  would  rcftore  it  to  Malcolm,  the  eldeft 
Ibhof  that  prince,  made  him  very  averfe  to  any 
reconciliation  between  him  ^nd  the  king. 
Another  <3aufe,  that  mijght  render  him  im^ 
piaoable  to  the  duke,  was-  a  grant  which  thd 
latter  had  made  to  the  earl  of  Chefter.of  fome 
ofjhis  pofleffions, .  if  he  did  tiot  take  part  with  . 
him  in  die  war  againft  Stephen.    Nothing 
file ws  more  the  fpirit  of  the  times  and  the 
charader  of  the  earl  of  Chefter,  than  the 
ni^nner  in  which  he  had  treated  with  the 
duke^  when  that  prince  came  to  England* 
Notwlthftanding  the  bitter  rancour  of  his 
heart  againft  Stephen,  and  the  engagements 
he  had  taken  with  Henry  in  Scotland,  he  V.  t)pgda)c*i 
did  not  declare  for  thfe  latter,  till  by  a  cove-  Baron,  p.  39^ 
nant.in  the  form  of  a  charter,  he  had  granted  !![J^i!  rTm; 
to  mm  the  city  and  county  of  Stafford,  Not^  oth.  Cotton. 
tingham caftle,  Derby,  and  Mansfield,  with  p^^"*'*^*"' 
many  great  baronies*    Of  thefe  grants  fotoe  voLTp.  t$0 
were  abfolute>  and  others  conditional,  if  the 
peribns^  by  whom  they  were  pofleffed  tt 
that  time,  would  not  join  with  the   duke* 
For  fuch  was  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  king-* 
dom  in  this  inteftine  war.     The  barons  oil 
either  fide  were  equally  treated  as  rebels  by 
rtie  oppofite  party.    Befides  what  was  given 
R  2  t« 
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to  the  earl  of  Chetlcr  hirrifelfp  Henry  pra-i 
mifed  to  give  to  fix  of  his  vaffal  barons,  landd 
of  one  hundred  pounds  annual  value  to  cachr 
out  of  the  eftates  he  fliould  gain  from  his 
enemies*  Thefe  were  high  terms ;  one  hun- 
dred pounds  in  thofe  days  being  equivalent^ 
at  leaft,  to  fifteeh  huQdred  at  prefent :   but 
the  po\yer  of  the  earl  was  fo  great,  that  Hen- 
ry could  hardly  buy  him  at  too  dear  a. prices 
and  as  he  formerly  had  fold  his  allegiance, 
both  to  Stephen  and  Matilda>  fo  he  now  bar- 
gained for  iti  a  third  tittie^  with  the  duke> 
and  at  every  fale  raifed  the  pricei  But  he  ap-» 
pfehended  that  thefe  grants  would  be  re- 
Gcnr.  chroD.  yoked  and  annulled,  if  the.  earl  of  AruodeFs 
^"^'^''"'"".propGfalfhould  be  accepted*    He  therefore 
wiftied  to  obftruift  theconclufion  of  the  treaty^ 
or  at  leaft  to  maintain  his  own  power  inde- 
pendent on  eitlier  prince,  by  ad:mg  feparately 
and   only  for  himfelf j    hoping   that  both 
would  be  conftrained^  by  this  condud:,  tc* 
grant  him  any  conditions,  that  he  might  hot 
be  an  obftacle  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom^ 
which  could  not  be  tolerably  fettled  withoul 
his  concurrence.    But,  while  he  was  purfu- 
ing  this  plan^  he  was  poifoned  by  William,  da 
,  Peverel,  whofe  lands  Henry  had  granted  to 

him  in  the  abovementioned  charter,  unlefsi 
as  the  words  of  that  deed  exprefs  it,  William 
could  acquit  himfelfofhis  mckednefs  and  treafon^ 
by  a  fair  tryal,  in  a  court  of  jujiice.  What 
the  nature  of  his  treafon  vi^as,  ,we  are,  not  in- 
formed; but  it  muft  certainly   have  beea 

fomc* 
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femeching  more  heinous,  than  meriely  ad- 
hering to  the  party  of  Stephen ;  perhaps  an 
dttenfipt  againil  the  life  of  the  earl,  to  whom 
he  was  a  vaffal.  His  guilty  confcience  durft 
not  abide  a  legal  decifion,  but  prompted  him 
to  take  this  villainous  method  of  preferring 
his  lands  :  for  there  was  no  kind  of  wickedr- 
nefs,  into  which  the  great  profligacy  of  thofe 
lawlefs  times  did  not  draw  even  gentlemen  of 
bifth  and  diftin6tion.  Among  the  many  evils 
that  attend  on  civil  war,  one  of  the  wofft  is 
the  univerfal  corruption  of  manners,  the 
h^rdnef?  of  heart,  and  familiarity  with  the 
moft  horrid  crimes,  which  it  feldoni  fails  to 
produce.'  The  power  of  government  being 
loft,  all  the  bonds  of  fociety  are  quickly  dif- 
folved;  the  pafllons  of  men  become  the  rules 
of  their  adtions ;  and  fear  itfelf  makes  them 
flagitious  and  cruel.  Some  virtues  indeed, 
which  would  otherwife  be  concealed,  may 
be  called  out  into  a^ion  by  fuch  commo- 
tions :  but  even  thefe  are  often  forced  to  ac- 
commodate themfelyes  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
times,  further  than  the  ftridl  rules  of  inte- 
grity would  allow  in  any  other  circumftances : 
fi)  that  nothing  can  be  more  pernicious  to  the 
morals  of  t  nation  than  civil  war,  except 
that  defpotifm  which  turns  even  the  power 
of  government  to  the  deftrudtion  of  virtue. 

The  earl  of  Chefter  being  thus  taken  off, 
immediately  after  the  death  of  the  earl  of 
Northampton,  and  of  Prince  Euftace,  there 
f^ni^ined   no  other  to  oppefe  the  earl  of 
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Book  L    Arundel's  fchjeme-    The  defiire  of  anieti  wA 

^"^'7^   a  relief  froci  the  miferies  th«y  had  mfered  fd 

longv  was  enough  to  -  recommend  it  te^  t)M 

•     body  of  the  peopiei  who  generally  look  Ad 

further  in  matter^  of  ft«te,  thao  ta  their  pro-* 

fent  eafe  and  fequrity.     But  fpoie:  of  th© 

nobles  and  biihops  had-  Qthcr  vifWs,  6f  k 

H,Haatiflgd.a  more  refined  policy,     'jhe  elMdFC  defeat^ 

i;  92J.  u.  i^^^i^^j.  ^f  Stephefl^  or  Henry,  th«y  thoKghti 

would  render  the  conqueror  a.  more  abfolutd 

maflei*  of  thejn  and  the  kingdom,  f ham  theji 

defired ;  .whereas,  fo  long  as  qtx&  of  thenfi( 

was  afraid  of  the  other,  and  th6  royal  au-* 

thority  was  divided  between  them,  it  coid4^ 

not  be  vigoroufly  everted  by  either;  but  eacb 

mufl  be  forced  to  dep^d  iipon  hia  fa<5tion^ 

At  P»  *i53*  Thus  they  proppfed  to  govern  boch,  and  pre-^ 

vent  any  punifliment  of  former  offenceiy 

which  moil  of  them  had  abii|ndaa/t  reafon  tat 

fear,  or  any  Gontrpul  i%po(i  their  futurt  be*' 

haviour,  which  certainly  they  were  little  dif* 

pofed  to  endure.     The  bi(hpp  of  Wincheftcf! 

^(3:ed  wholly  upon  thia  fyftem. 

If  the  abilities  of  that  prekte  had  not  beei^ 
yery  great,  his  frequent  change  pf  party  muft* 
have  dcflroyed  his  predit  and  inftuence:  buf. 
]ie  managed  fo  jQkilf^llyi  that,  which  way 
ibfever  his  ownjntereft  led  him^  he  feemeA 
pnly  to  fallpw  that  tjf  the  phqrehi  A  con- 
llant  pretence  of  2?eal  fot  th0  eaufe  of  reli-» 
^ion  excufed  an^  fa^diifietd  hi$  ^mbitidn,  he^f 
treachery^  his  frequent  breach  of  rfje  moffii 
idleoLXk  0£^h$  i^d  all  (be  obligati^iis  pf  du^ 
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er  nature.    He  had  indeed^  for  fome  time 
paft,  been  under  a  cloudy  and  much  humbled 
b^  the  mortificatfons  he  hatd  received  ftom^ 
the  enmjitv  o€  Eiigenius  the  Third :  but  the 
death  of  that  pontiff^  whibh  happened  in  this 
year,  having  delivered  hiwi  from  that  perfe- 
cution,  the  archbifliop  of  Canterbury  was 
ehli^ed  to  zdamt  him  into  a  participation  of 
ftiC  eccle&iftical  povrer  ib  the  kingdom.    The 
^Egacity,  iiibtilly^  and  vigour  of  his  mind^ 
miih  the  advantage  of  his  high  birth  and 
jjfcat  riches,  gave  him  fuch  an  influencfe  over 
the  clergy,  and  by  them  over  the  peoplci 
A^t,  fa  long  as  the  two  parties  were  evenly 
halaAced,  he  waa  able  to  didtate  to  both.     It 
vras  therefore  his  intereft  to  keep  them  in 
that  ftattf  and  to  hinder  a  decifion,  which 
«r6uld|Dakfc  either  the  king^  or  Henry,  his 
mailers  e^peeiaHy/as  he  had  caufc  to  ap« 
prdi^nd  tne  refeatmeftt  of  each  of  thofe 
pfinces,   for  his  paft  behaviour.     There  is 
good  reafon  to  think  that  the  earl  of  Arun- 
del's fcheme  was  pro}e<Aed  by  him :  fince 
otiJtcin  hardly  account,  upon  any  other  mo- 
jtive,  for  his  having  oppofed  the  crowning  of 
hit  nephew,  or  taking  fo  active  a  part,  as  we 
fittd  that  he  did,  in  negociating  this  agree- 
Itoent.     The  arcihbifliop  of  Canterbury,  like-  V.  Gcr. 
Wife  joindd  with  him;  and  the  earl  of  Arun-  So'lLif'.^" 
del  fccnis  tb  have  left  the  conduct  of  it  en-  ,,53. 
tirely  to  thbm:  for  they  alone  are  mentioned,  H.  tiundngd. 
as  mediators,  on  -this  occafion,  betwgen  the  s^f  Dan.  hm. 
two  princes,  and,  if  we  may  judge  by  onecontiB.  per  j. 
©f  the  articles  ipipofed  upon  Henry,  thcj^g^s***- 

R  4  bifhop^'      '     _ 
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i^^\   bifliop  of  Wiftchefter  had  the  chief  manage--? 

I^eubrigcnfii,  inent  of  the  treaty  in, his  own  hands.     The 

h  ^  ^^  $0^     tnain  difficulty  of  it  confifted  in  fettling  what 

ihare  of  prefent  power  fhould  be  allowed  to 

the  duke  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom: 

for,  in  reality^  there  remained  none  about 

the  fucceffion ;  William,  the  only  legitiniatc 

ibrt  of  Stephen  then  living,  not  being  fup-» 

J)Orted,  as  his  brother  had  been,  by  an  affinity 

with   the  king   of  France,  nor  having  the 

iame  invincible  tourage,  defperately  to  oppofc 

fuch  an  accommodation,  and  keep  Up  the 

drooping  fpirit  of  his  father*     The  queen^ 

who  w^ould  Jiave  been  grieved  to  fee  h^r  pof- 

terity  deprived  of  the  crown,  and  might,  by 

her  magnanimity^  have  animated  her  hufband, 

iiad  died   before  Euftac^j  and  Stephen,  in 

joofing  her,  had  loft,  no  little  part  of  his 

|lrerigth :  for  fhe  had  been  generally  beloved 

by  the  people^    His  mind,  oppreffed  and  de-r 

jcded  with  forrow  for  her  death,  fought  pre-^ 

fent  eafe,  and  would  not  faerifice  this  to  the 

future  greatnefs  of  his  family^  which  the 

young  man,  who  now  remained  the  fole  heir  of 

that  family,  was  unfit  to  maintain,  He  there-* 

fore  (?onfented  that  Henry  fhould  be  icknow-* 

iedged  as  heir  to  the  crowni^  with  certain  ftipu-r 

latiojis  in  favor  of  William;  but  thought  that 

aidiijitting him,  by  thf  conditions  of  atre'aty^  toa 

ihare  of  the  government  in  his  own  life-time, 

wa&  in  efred:  to  depofe  hiqafelf.    And  cejrtainly 

^e  would  have  a<^ed  with  much  better  fcnfe, 

|f  he  haci  firmly  perfevered  in  refufing  that 

|^«iftti  which  was|  in  trutbi  inlproper  to  bg 

|ratite4| 
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.Ranted  ;  any  divifion  of  the  royal  authority  ^^^^ 
being  a  dangerous  Weakening  of  government,  *^'"^ 
ind  naturally  produftive  of  fadion,  difordpf^ 
and  difcord.  But  Henry  would  hot  be  con- 
tented with  the  profped  of  a  cf own  in  rercr- 
fion,  and  judged,  very  prudently^  that,  eVeti 
in  order  to  fecurc  to.himfelf  that  reverfittn^ 
It  was  fteceffary  td  infift  on  fome  prefent 
authority,  and  not  leave  the  entire  direc* 
tion  of  the  kingdom^  which  he-  was  to  in- 
herit,  in  an  enemy's  hands.  Nor  did  the 
mere  fettlement  of  the  fucceilion  on  hini> 
after  the  death  of  the  king,  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  thofe  who  managed  this  treaty.  The 
impoflibility  of  adjufting  an  article  of  fb  de- 
licate and  important  a  nature,  in  fuch  a  raan- 
ner  as  to  fatisfy.both  the  king  and  the  diike^ 
retarded  the  coiiclufion  of  the  peace  for  fome 
tnonths  after  the  death  of  Prince  Euftace  i 
but  at  laft,  being  over-cotoe  by  his  brother's 
perfuafions,  and  fearing  to  be  left  by  all  his 
nobility,  Stephen  cohfented  to  accept  fuch 
tera>s>  as  that  prelate  was  able  or  willing 
to  gain  for  him;  and  Henry,  havirig  weij^hed 
the  folid  advantages,  which  he  was  fure  td 
obtain  by  this  agreement,  dgaiiift  the  doubt- 
ful fuccefs  of  a  war,  to  which  he  faW  his 
friclids  averfci  agreed  not  unwillingly,  or,  at 
leaft  with  no  appearance  of  difcontent,  to 
what  was  propofed.  All  being  previoufly 
fettled  between  theni,  a  great  council  waS 
funimofted,  i^  writs  from  bothy  to  meet  thera 
at  Winchefter,  about  the  end  of  November^  iii 
the  jrear  ?lev?a  hundred  $nd  fifty  thi^^e^  but  a,  fi,  ttsji 
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(probably  by  the  maaagemcnt  of  ththt&taj^ 

of  WtHchcfter^  to  keep  tbe  treaty  more  in 

Iris  owfi)  bands)  die  meeting  wa^  chiefi]^ 

COTspofbd  of  ecclefia/fttcs.     In  this  imperlb<% 

parliament  a  coaventibn  was  made^  bebreenr 

lAtc  tWQ  princes,  npon  the  fdundation  of  the 

^arl  of  Arnndiers  plan;  wfaicb  being  con-« 

firnsied  by  tbe  ailSent,  and  even  by  tbe  oatfaxi 

ef  all  prefent,  tias  king  and  diiske  w^nt  to« 

getber  ta  London,  anudft  the  acckmatiofis 

of  the  people,  that  kerned  to  be  equally  paid 

to  botb;  hflxt  in  reality  Henry  triumpbed^^and? 

Stephen  vfas  led  captive;     Yet,  as  the  pro^ 

cefedings  at  Winchcfter  might  well  have  been 

qoeftioned,  b^canfe  that  aiTembiy  was  littlo 

better  than  a  fynod  of  tburchmen,  a  moro 

regular  parliament  was  icon  afterwards  ^im-^ 

moned,  to  meet  the  kine  and  the  duke  at 

Oxford,  where  what  had  been  fettled  ifi  tfa« 

^  other  was  confirmed.     We  have  among  <mf 

|^**y®^'**  records  the  charter,  or  declaration,  by  which 

vol,  i.  p.  1$.  Stephen  notified  to  all  his  fobjeds  the  agree* 

ct  Brompt.     jnent  he  had  concluded  with  the  duke  :  and 

f5r«o?9!'  '^  i*  witneffed  by  all  the  Englilh  bifhops,  with 

6cc  aifo  Ap-  fcane  c£  the  principal  noblemen  of  each  fac-i 

|P^***        tion*     He  there  fays,  that  Ae  had  cMfiitutti 

Henry y  dukeofNormandjfy  bis  fucceffir  in  ti^ 

kingdom  of  Bngland^  and  his  heir  by  hereditarf 

right  I  atdfi  had  given  and  confirmied  thefiM 

kingdom  to  him  and  bis  heirs.     That,  in  return 

for  the  honor  fo  done  him,  and  for  x)^^donatiM 

and  confirmation  fo  made  to  him,  the  dnke  had 

done  homage  to  him  (the'king)  and  had  fwom 

tthat  he  would  be  faithful  to  him,  and  defend 

his 
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)m  lii^  Md  honor  to  the  utsnofl;  of  his 
power^  according  to  the  agreement  con  tdued 
in  Ihkch^tor.  And  be  (tbe  king)'  had  re-^ 
(Uproeailjr  fworni  to  the  duke^  that  he  would 
defemi^  has  Bfe  and  honor,  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power,  ^d  maintain  lAm,  in  all  refpeits^ 
and  2^2in(k  all  meiTr  as  bis  fin  smd  Jbeir. 

Upon  thefe  ckufes  it  is  ohfervafole,  that 
tliere  is,,  in  the  wording  of  them,  a  remark* 
jfible  care  to  avoid .  an  acknowledgment  of 
any  fuch  title  to  the  crc>wn'  in  the  duke,  as 
would  have  impeached  that  of  Stephen.  His 
r4ght  of  fucceffion  i^  grounded  upon  a  kind 
of  aAftim  pi  him  made  b;^  ^at  king ;  and 
the  kingdom  is  declared  to  be  given  and  r©«- 
firmed  to  bind  arid  his  heirs,  not  in  virtue  of 
his  birth,  but  as  in  cofnfequenc£  of  the  vq- 
luntary  al^  and  donation  of  Stephen,  whof 
(mfiitutes  him  bis  hdr^  and  coiy&dets  him  af 
bis  fin.  •  The  word  confirmed  m^af  feem  in- 
deed to  contain  ibme  intimation  of  a  righe 
prior  to  this  ad;  but  it  ftands  fo  connedted 
vrith  others  that  imply  a  contra^ryi  fenfe,  a$ 
iiot  cafily  to  adiftit  of  fbch  a  coftftrtiaion* 
There  was  certainly  a  great  deal  of  art  in 
tfaisi  method  to  colbtir  over  whae  S^phen 
was  conftrained  to  fubmit  to,  and  fave  his 
honofi  as  far  as  appearance^  and  iidlions  could 
fave  it,  ^ 

The  charter,  or  dedatation,  goes  on  to 
fay,  that  William,  Stephen'^  fon,  had  done 
(iomage  to  Henry  and  fworn.  fealty  to  him  \ 
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Book  I.  and  that  he,  in  return,  had  granted  to  that 
~  '  prince  all  the  honors  and  lands,  in  England, 
OF  Noraiandy,  or  any  other  country,  which- 
'  his  father  had  enjoyed  before  he  was  king; 
or-  which  he  hinlielf  had  acquired  by  his 
Ciarriag?  with  the  daughter  and  heirefs  of 
the  late  earl  of  Surrey ;  or  which  his  father, 
had  given  him  fince  he  came  to  the  crown  : 
all  which  he  was  to  hold  immediately  of 
the  duke^  with  fome  refervations  to  the. 
fights  of  other  perfons,  as  fpeciiied  in  the 
charter.  And,  further  to  confirm  the  favor 
0nd  affeBion  of  the  king  to  the  duke^  fome  ad- 
ditioqal  honors  and  lands  were  granted  by 
the,  latter  to  William,  It  is  alfo  declarbd, 
that  the  duke  had  confirmed  all  grants^  or 
weftitutionSi  made  by  the  king  to  th?  church: 
that  fuch  earls  or  barons  of  the  duke's  party,. 
a;si  had  never  done  homage  before  to  Stephen, 
4id  it  now,  and  fwore  fealty  to  him,  under, 
the  limitations  contained  in  the  prefent  con-- 
yentions  between  the  two  princes :  and  that 
thofe  of  the  faid  party,  who.  had  done  ho- 
xnage  to  him  before,  took  a  new  oath  of 
Realty  to  hirn,  as  their  liege  lord,  and  fwore, 
that,  in  cafe  the  duke  fhpuld  ever  violate 
thi!  £igr$ement.  then  made,  they  would  en- 
tirely quit  his  fervice,  till  he  had  corredbed 
fuch  errors  pr  faults  in  hi?  condudl,     .     . 

On  this  daufe  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
thofe  earls, or  barons,  who  had  never  done  ho-m 
mag^  (Q  Sffpk^^^  were  prpb^bly  the  fons  of. 

ibmt 
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fotne  who  had  died  in  the  fervice  of  Matildd  .^^^^  *': 
during  the  courfe  of  the  war;  fuch  as  the 
carls  of  Glocefter  and  Hereford.  For  it  ap* 
pears,  that,  when  Stephen  granted  his  thaf=» 
ter  at  Oxford,  all  the  barons  of  England  did 
homage  to  him ;  as  I  have  already  related  ! 
but,  a«  the  civil  war  lafted  long,  thete  might 
be  many  to  whom  honors  and  lands  had  de- 
fended during  the  cotirfe  of  it,  who,  beiilg 
engaged  with  Matilda,  ahd  thereforfc  hot 
acknowledging  Stephen  as  king,  had  taken 
Ko  oaths  td  him  before  this  agreement  5  ancj 
the  words  of  this  declaration  exprefs,  thai 
it  was  in  confideration  of  the  honor  dohe  h^ 
him  to  Hinry  their  lord  that  they  now  beciftid 
his  vaffals,  I  underftand>  from  what  followSj, 
that  thefe  perfons  alfo  fwoi-e^  that,  If  the 
duke  fhould  ever  break  his  engagements,  they 
would  not  ftand  by  him,  unlefs  upoil  hie 
amendment* 

The  declaration  fays  further,  that  thd 
king's  fon  would,  in  like  manner,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  holy  church,  withhold  from  the 
duke  the  fervice^  which,  as  his  vaflal,  hft 
was  bound  to  perform  to  him,  if  he  fliould 
depart  from  what  he  had  there  promifed  ! 
tind  that  the  earls  and  barons  of  the  king's 
party  had  done  liege  homage  to  the  dukei 
faving  the  fidelity  they  owed  to  the  kiiigi . 
as  long  as  he  ihould  live  and  hold  the  king* 
dom,  under  the  fame  condition,  with  refpeft 
t9  the   faving  claufe^  viz;,  that  if  he>  the 

kingi 
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kingf  (houU  ever  bpeik^  hi$  ^ef>gagiBinentJf^^ 
they  lypuld  all  ceafe  to  fervc  hun,  till  ftich 
time  a$  he  ha4  cQrreif^isd  hi^  errpjrs  or 
jfaultt. 

Proper  fecijritles  were  giv^n  to  the  dttkt^^ 
that  tuQ  forts  pf  the  kingdom  flipwld  be  <le- 
iivered  up  to  him  after  the  death  of  the 
kiAg  :  find  they  agreed  to  ^<a  joiAtly*  agaiaft 
aoy  gQvi5rnpr$  of  the  ^aftles  aiid  forts  be*^ 
longing  to  tjie  cro\vn»  who  fliauld  prowc 
pontunucious  or  rebplliou^  ^^inft  th^m. 

The  archbifliops,  biihops^  wjd.abbote  of 
England,  by  thp  commiwd  flf  the  king# 
iwore.  fealty  tp. the  dulse ;  4Qd  itNWfts  tgreol 
that  all  o(h^$»  who  finould,  frpm  that  time 
forwards,  be  made  biihqps  or  »bbots,  (boxild 
tike  wife  ta^c  the  i^^m^  ©ftth#  The  arch- 
bifhops  and  bishops  of  either  pArty  took 
^pon  themfelve^  to  reftrjiin  pnd  c^rreit,  by 
ecclefiaftical  cenfures,'the  king,  or  thedukc^ 
if  either  of  them  fliould  violate  the  afore- 
faid  conventions ;  for  the  performance  of 
which,  the  mother  gf  the  duke,  his  wife, 
and  his  brothers,  were  alfo  to  engage,  and 
»gether  With  thepi,  as  many  more  of  his 
relations  or  friends*  as  could  be  prevailoi 
upon  to  pledge  (hprofelves  for  him. 

Laftly,  the  kiog  declares,  that  he  wouljd 
ad  in  the  aifairs  of  the  kingdom  by  the  ad^ 
vice  of  th?  duke ;  but  would  cxercife  royal 
juftice  in  the  whole  realm  of  England,  as  vail 
in  that  part  of  it  <mlncb  bdongedto  the  dube^  as 
in  that  which  bihnged  to  btrnfelf 

♦  Thcf© 
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Thfci»  Uft  words  (Jo  tiqt  m«a&  thtt  the  .^^^^ 
fcingdam  was  divided  between  Stephen  and 
Hfcnry ;  no  mpntion  hciag  made  q£  fiich  ft 
partition  in  any  ancient  writer,  nor  in  any 
pther  article  of  this  declaration :  but  they 
Ujuft  be  underftoi^  to  fignify  fuch  parts  <tf 
jhe  kingdom  as  were  in  the  power  of  the 
jiing  or  the  duke,  by  being  in  the  hands  of 
their  friends  and  adherent.  It  is  remark^ 
able  that  no  change  was  permitted  to  bt 
made  by  either  prince,  in  the  goyernment  of 
the  counties,  of  the  cities,  of  the  towns>or 
f}£  any  ftrong.  places  5  but  it  was  ftiptflated 
in  the  treaty,  that  all  fliould  be  left  as  they 
iifcre  before  it  was  made,  only  under  obli- 
gations  of  fealty  to  both  :  fo  that  the  ftrcngtfa 
cf  the  two  fa^ons  continued  unaltered  } 
and  Henry's  party  bping  the  ftpopgen  he 
was,  in  every  thing  but  the  name  of  king» 
fupprior  to  Stephen.  And  when  the  latter 
engaged  to  ad:  m  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom 
by  the  advice  of  the  duke,  he  really  put  the 
l¥hole  government  into  his  hands,  thoughhe 
referved  to  himfclf  the  fu^jrcme  adminiftra* 
.  tion  of  juftice  :  for  that  referve  did  not  de-- 
ilroy  the  right  of  the  duke  to  interfere  in 
all  councils  and  a<^s  of  flate,  and.  to  trom^ 
plain  that  the  compad  was  broken  by  th^ 
king,  if  hi^  advice  was  not  followed.  Hi% 
;  fioidplaints  indeed  would  have  iignified  little^ 
if  he  had  not  been  able  to  procure  by  force 
the  redirefe  he  defired :  bnt  in  this  circu)n% 
ibaaice  a  light  to  advife  was  a  power  to  comi* 

mand« 
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mand.      Accordingly,  vm  find  in  fome  o^ 

the  writers,  who  lived  in,  or  very  near  to 

thofe  times,  thefe  expreffions;  that,  in  confe* 

quence  of  this  treaty,  ail  the  affairs  cf  the 

VHoTcdcn,  kingdom  were  determined  by*  Henry ;  and  that  it 

fcbaiui,ii53,was  fettled  between  Stephen  and  him  that 

bejhould  direQ  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  z  nay, 

j.Haguftald,  ODc  of  them  fay 3  that  the  king  transferred  bii 

p.  ?82.         a^u^  rights  and  power  to  the  duke,  and  referved 

fiStt  '^  bi^M^  ^ri^Z  ^i'  ¥e^  only  the  image  <fthf 
1153.  royal  dignity. 

There  were  alfo  four,  feparate  and  fecret 

articles,  agreed  on  at  Winchefter,  and  not 

publifhed  by  Stephen  in  this  declaration,  but 

diftinSly  mentioned  by  fome  of  our  ancient 

hiftorians  5    viz.    that  Henry  Jhould  defer  to 

V.  J.  Haguft.  the  bijhop  of  JVincheJler^  as  to  a  father ^  in  the 

*^%"-       hufnefs  of  the  kingdom:  that  the  king  fhould 

V-  Diccto  at  refume^bat  had  been  alienated  to  the  nobles ^  or 

fupra.  ufurped  by  them^  of  the  royal  demefne :  that  aH 

\li,?9nt,      ^^^  cqftles  hailt  in  this  reign  Jhould  be  pulled 

^'  dtyiion  :  and  that  all  foreign  troops  jhould  befenf 

out  of  the  kingdom. 

V.J.  Haguft.  The  firft  of  thefe  articles  fbews  how  nc-» 
fop^r*  "'  cefTary  Henry  thought  it,  at  this  time,  to 
jiay  a  particular  court  to  the  bifhop  of  Win- 
chefter,  who,  according  to  his  ufual  policy,, 
cafily  yielded  himfelf  to  any  revolution,  but 
with  axonftant  view  to  the  advancemei^tf 
ofj  at  leaft,  the  fecurity,  of  his  own  powers 
yet,  in  this  inftance,  Henry  feems  to  have 
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teen  the  better  politician  ;  for  he  gave  him     Book^* 
only  fair  Words,  but  really  placed  his  whole        " 
confidence  in  the  archbiihop  of  Canterbury, 
and  by  the  affiftance  of  that  prelate  fecured 
to  himfelf  the  clergy  of  England* 

Upon  the  article  concerning  refumption  of 
lands  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  it  extended 
only  to  the  grants  made  to  laymen  \  the 
bifhops  having  taken  care  that  all  made  to 
the  church  fhould  be  allowed  and  confirmed : 
as.  appears  by  an  exprefs  article  in  the  king^s 
declaration.  The  church  in  thofe  days  drew 
cVery  thing  to  itfelf,  and  let  nothing  re^ 
turn» 

The  two  lail  articles  were  eflentially  ne-* 
ceffary  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom*  How 
intolerable    a    grievance    the     armies    of  ♦ 

foreighers  introduced  by  both  parties,  though 
lirft  by  Stephen,  had  been  to  the  whole  na- 
tion, I  have  already  fet  forth.  Much  has 
alfo  been  faid  of  the  mifchiefs  which  had 
arifen  from  the  great  number  of  -  forts  and 
caftles  built  in  this  reign.  One  of  the  con^* 
temporary  hiftorians  affirms,  that  they  werp 
no  fewer  than  eleven  hundred  and  fifteen  % 
mofl  of  which  had  been  made  the  perpetual 
retreatSi,  and  ftrong-holds,  of  rapine,  luft,Diceto»tfi| 
and  all  kinds  of  enormities  :  nor  could  there  ^'*' 
be  ever  any  hope  of  a  fettled  tranquillity  or 
an  orderly  government,  while  thefe  afylums 
Qi  difobedience  were   fufFered  to  remain* 

Vol.  IL  S  The 
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The  whole  nation  therefore  defired  to  fre* 
themfelves  fronl  this  evil,  and  likewife  from 
dl  foreign  troops,  as  fooft  as  |>eaee  flioald 
be  rcftorcd;  and  both  the  artieke  abovemen** 
tioned  were  pfeifenriy  after^^pde  pHblifiiedl 
and  confirmed,  by  an  edi<ft  of  the  great 
council,  or  (to  ufe  a  more  modefH  phrafe) 
by  aft  of  parliartient^ 

'  Other  regulations  were  made,  for  the  te^ 
Ibpr?^'*'' "'  ftorifig  of  private  eftatc&,  tfeat  ha*  heed 
Chron.Norm.  taken  away  by  force,  to  their  right  owners  ) 
p.  989.        fQj.  ^Q  reforming  of  the  coJn^;  for  the  re* 

peopling  of  the  country;  and  fck"  the  'efta-* 

blirfiing  of  juftice,  good  order,  and  commerc^^ 

again  in  the, kingdom. 

Thus  was  this  extraordtnarf  ar#e<si»«rf 

concluded,  and  an  apparent  calm  mccecded 

lb  the  ftorms,  whith  had  ft>  kmg  and  fo  vio** 

Jently  agitatdd  the  nation.     Somte  Ikce  of  d 

Huntingdon,  ^jy^]  government  was  now  reftored  :  tlie  la^w^ 

GervifcDi-  revived:  the  king  was  obeyed  :  Henry  paid 

ceto,  utfupia,  Him  all  external  forms  of  refpeft ;  and  other* 

c!^"c/'^  *  '  ^^^^  forced  to  it  by  the  example  and  author 

rity  of  that  prince.     But  this  fliew  of  amky 

did  not  laft  above  two   or  three  month^# 

Stephen  had  fomc  about  him,  whofe  iittereft 

was  too  much  affeifeed  by  the  treaty^  not  to 

excite  them  to  employ  all  theif  influelifeo^ 

with  him,  to  make  him  break  it:  and  it  Wasf 

not  hard  to  find  arguments,  by  which  o»* 

of  fo  flexible  and  inconftant  a  nature  mighv 

be 
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ht  perfuaded^  that  he  ougJit  not  to  keep  it.     Book  L^ 
They  reprefented  to.  bim,  •  that,  if  he  dif** 
chsLtg^d  hi«  foreign  troops^  he  would  djepriv^ 
himfdf  of  |he  lirmeft  part  of  his  ftrcngth ; 
And  the  remainder,  which  he  had  found  fa 
difloyal,  would  bear  no  proportion  to  that  of 
Henry*  -  The  difmiifion  ©f  theni  would  ia^ 
deed  be  a  popular  adt ;  but  the  popularity 
of  it  woMld  not  light  upon  him.     Henry 
would  h?t?e  the  honor  of  having  conapellcd 
hin)  ta  part  Veith  them;  and  it  would  be 
proper  to  confider,  in  what  a  fituation  hif 
other  coneeffions  had  already  put  this  young 
man,  and  how  he  might  ufe  the  advantages 
he  had  gained,  if  his  ambition  ihouid  be 
equal  to  his  power.     Every  day  would  aug- 
ment hk  forge.     The  eyes  of  all  men  would 
be  turned  towards  him,  and  from  Stephen^ 
Their  hopee,  which  are  the  ftrongeft  attach- 
tnwts  to  bind  their  fidelity  to  a  prince,  would 
all  go  to  Henry»    Their  difcontents  would 
i^^ound  to  his  benefit.     He  alone  would  be 
^  ^plicd  to  for  the  redrefs  of  every  grievance, 
real,  or  fuppofed.  -  The  ill  bumpur  of  the 
difoppoint«tt,  th^  turbulence  of  the  faiftiou^ 
the  wants  of  the  indigent,  the  ambition  of 
the   great,   the  inconftancy  of  the  vulgar, 
would  naturally  draw  the  whole  nation  to 
bin>,  and  leave  the  king  without  fubjeds. 
From  dl  thi$  they  inferred,   that  Stepheji    • 
^wght  on  no  account  to  part  with  his  raercei^ 
nmes,  but  ihouid  eluifc  that  article  of  thp 
UCAty,  keep  all  bis  ftrength  a?  ^tire  as^h* 
^  S  «  jpoffiblj 
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BookT;  poffibly  could,  ufc  all  arts  to  cncreafe  it,  and 
wait  for  opportunities,  which  time  might 
afford,  to  break  the  diflionorable  and  bur- 
thenfome  chains,  he  had  been  forced  to  put 
on.  Thefe  arguments  beiing  agreeable  to  his 
own  fecret  thoughts,  could  not  fail  to  makp 
a  great  impreffion  upon  him>  and  he  was 
checked  by  no  fcruples,  having  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  violate  the  moft  folemn  engage- 
ments. His  mercenaries  therefore  were  re- 
tained, and  .  feveral  caftles,  whfch.  were  in 
the  cuftody  of  his  friends,  continued  unde- 
moliflied,  againft  the  faith  he  had  ^iven  to 
the  duke,  and  with  a  manifeft  purpofe  to 
maintain  his  own  fadion  in  their  full  ftrength; 
while  Henry's  party  was  weakened  by  the 
lofs  of  many  ftrong  places,  which  had  been 
pulled  down,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  of 
.  Winchefter;  and  by  his  having  difmiffed  all 
the  foreigners  engaged  in  his  fervice.  The 
duke,  alarmed  at  this,  procured  a  new  par- 
liament to  aflemble  at  Duriftable,  where, 
with  great  modefty,  but  with  proper  force, 
Jie  complained  of  the  king  for  having  vio- 
lated the  agreement  between  them,  in  points 
of  fuch  moment ;  and  defired  a  fincere  and 
.complete  execution  of  it,  without  any  'fur* 
ther  delay.  Stephen,  however,  found  fomc 
.fpecious  excufes,  to  put  it  off;  and  Henry 
thought  fit,  though  very  unwillingly,  to  re- 
ceive thofe  excufes,  rather  than  come  to  an 
open  rupture  with ,  his  new  father  fo.  foon : 
the  ftate  of  his  foreign  affairs,  which  began 

'  now 
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now  to  require  his  prefence  abroad,  making^  ^^^^  ^• 
.  him  afraid  of  being  too  long  detained  in  this  "*^ 
ifland,  if  he  fhould  draw  the  fword  in  refent- 
ment  of  thefe  proceedings.  But  he  neglefted 
'  f\o  caution  to  lecure  himfelf  from  the  clouds 
he  faw  gathering  about  him  ;  and  while  no-* 
thing  was  openly  talked  of,  but  union  and 
peace,  diftruft,  the  for«-runner  of  civil  war, 
was  difpofing  both  parties  to  overturn  an 
agreement,  founded  on  principles  of  too 
much  refinement,  and  held  together  by  too 
weak  a  cement,  to  laft  very  long.  It  fcems 
to  have  been  copied  long  afterwards,  in  the 
accord  made  by  parliament,  and  by  the 
chiefs  of  both  factions,  between  Henry  the 
Sixth  and  the  duke  of  York.  That  was 
quickly  broken ;  and  yet  it  was  more  likely 
to  have  lafted  than  this ;  Henry  the  Sixth 
being  a  man  of  a  m:uch  weaker  fpirit  than 
Stephen.  But,  in  this  inftance,  if  a  war  had 
enfued,  the  event  of  the  conteft  would,  in 
all  probability,  have  proved  fatal  to  Stephen : 
for  Henry  had  now  almoft  the  whole  nation 
attached  to  his  interefts,  both  by  their  oaths 
end  afFedions,  The  quarrel  would  have  beei> 
folely  imputed  to  the  king,  and  he  would 
|iave  appeared  to  have  made  it  from  the  moft 
odibiis  caufe,  viz.  the  breach  of  thofe  articlesi 
which  the  nobility,  clergy,  and  people  of 
England,  were  moft  defi'*ous.  to  fee  per- 
formed, not  £ot  the  fake  of  the  duke,  but 
of  themfelves;  for  their  own  fafety,  and 
honon  And  though,  by  faithfully  exfcut:? 
S3  ing 
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Bobkf.  iiig  thefe  parts  of*  the  treaty,  Henry  h^i  la^ 
^^''^'*^  a  confiderable  ftrertgth^  yet  his  gain  from  k^ 
'  would  have  greatly  exceeded  his  lofs.  Fof 
It  union  of  the  Englifli,  fupported  by  the 
fpiritual  artrig  bf  the  church,  which  would 
hive  been  employed  againft  Stephen  ind  all 
who  adhered  to  hitn,  in  cafe  of  a  ruptuTii 
Apparently  cornmthoed  by  his  fault,  would 
Undoubtedly  hive  done  the  duke  much  more 
fei'vicej  than  he  could  have  drawn  from  thd 
eaftles  he  had  demolifhed,  or  the  foreigners 
he  had  difmifled.  A  prince,  who  dares  v€n^ 
lure  to  throw  himfelf  wholly  upon  the  ia^c- 
tioh  of  his  country,  is  niuch  more  likely  to 
have  fuccefs,  and  will  be  much  lefsembarraiTed 
if  he  foeceeds,  than  he  who  relies  on  any 
foreign  ftrength.  But  it  would  have  beeft 
blways  in  the  power  of  Henry,  if  he  had 
found  that  he  really  flood  in  need^of  fuch 
Gid>  to  bring  over  reinforcem^ents  from  his 
foreign  dominions^  without  any  offence  to 
the  Englifh  ;  who,  in  that  cafe,  would  have 
laid  all  the  blame  of  the  rieceility,  On  the 
king,  not  on  him.  So  that  every  way,  if 
the  War  had  been  renewed,  he  mufl  bavd 
been  fuperior  to  Stephen. 
€crv.  Chi-on,  Jf  we  may  believe  Gervafe  of  Canterbury, 
fftbaiin.1154.  I^Qj^g  of  the  mercenaries  confpired  to  affafli- 
Bate  Henry;  William  of  Mois,  Stephen^S 
fon,  being  privy  to  the  plot,  which  was  tQ 
have  been  executed  upon  the  road  between 
l)over  and  Canterbury,  as  Henry  was  return- 
ing with  the  king  frorn  a  confefericd,  held 
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9*  Dover  with  the  carl  and  countefs  of  Flan- 
ders. The  fame  author  fays,  that  William 
breaking  his  leg,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfc  on 
Barham  Down,  Henry  was  faved  by  that 
accident  j  which  having  difconcerted  and  flop*- 
ped  the  confpirators,  he  happily  got  fome 
notice  of  their  defign :  upon  which  heim- 
mcdrately  went  to  London,  and  there  taking 
fhip  pafTed  over  to  Normandy,  before  thefe 
ruffians  had  time  to  refume  their  confpiracy, 
and  put  his  life  again  in  danger.  But  the 
predit  of  this  ftory  feems  doubtfuh  as  none 
pf  the  mercenaries  were  profecuted  by  Henry 
on  that  account,  when  they  were  in  his 
power,  after  the  death  of  Stephen ;  and  as 
We  find  that  he  then  treated  William  of 
Blpis  with  great  kindnefs ;  which  he  would 
Jiandly  have  done,  if  there  had  been  any  evi- 
dence, or  even  a  probable  fufpicion,  of  his 
having  been  guilty  of  fa  foul  a  treafon.  Nor 
is  it  likely  that  fo  young  a  man  {hould  have 
engaged  in  fuch  an  aftion,  without  th^ 
knowledge  of  his  father,  whom  even  Ger- 
vafe  of  Canterbury  does  not  accufe  of  having 
been  acquainted  with  the  confpiracy.  The 
duke's  departure  from  England  may  be  ac- 
counted for,  by  the  ftate  of  his  foreign  affairs 
iij  that  conjundture  :  and  it  feems,  at  leaft, 
very  certain,  that  if  he  did  haften  it,  in  con- 
fequence  of  fome  alarm  of  this  nature,  he 
afterwards  found  no  proof  fufficient  to  con- 
demn any  of  the  perfons  accufcd,  even  in 
his  own  judgment, 

S  4  *  Scot- 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


/, 


HISTORY   ot    THE    LIFE 

Scotland  had  taken  no  part  in  all  thefc 
Iranfadions^,  being  difabled  from  giving  any 
affiftance  to  Henry  by  the  death  of  David  the 
Firft.  That  king  had  died  in  the  year  eileven 
V.  Hovcdcn,  hundred  and  fifty  three,  within  iefs  than .  a 
f"^*«»***52»  twelvemonth    after  the  dcceafe  of  Prince 
Ann*/ Wavcri.  Henry,  his  fon;  during  which  time  his  at^ 
fobann.ii5j.tention  had  been  wholly  employed  in  fettling 
Sarll?*"'     the  fucceffion,  and  other  aiFairs  of  importance 
V.  Ncubrig.   within  his  own  kingdom.  The  lofs  of  thefc 
M/m\      two  princes,  who  were  the  fupport  and  glory 
eft  "f.  89.^  of  their  country,  was  much  bewailed  by  the 
deHen.  I.      Scotch.  In  juftice,  in  fortitude,  and  all  royal 
Bttchan.  at     virtues,  the  father  had  equalled  the  greatcft 
1  Hagtiii.       kings;  and  the  fon  had  promifed  to  equal  the 
uftdiin.  1154. father:  nor  did  they  Iefs  referable  one  ano- 
ther in  the  piety,  purity,  and   fanftity  of 
.their  lives*    Neither   of  them  was  ever  fo 
much  as  fufpefted  of  an  unlawful  amourj 
though  David,  after  the  death  of  Matilda, 
his  confort,  whom  he  paffionately  loved,  had 
remained  a  widower  above  twenty  years.  He 
"    was  the  firft  king  of  Scotland,  who  (to  ufe 
the  expreffion  of  William  of  Malmfbury)  i&tf- 
ving  been  polijhed  by  bis  educatkn  and  familiarity 
in  tb^  EjtgliJIo  court y  bad  rubbed  off  all  the  ruj^ 
qftbe  ancient  Scotch  barbarifm^  and  likewile 
had  endeavoured  to  polifti  his  people:  for 
which  purpofe,  foon  after  his   acceflion  to 
the  crowUi  he  granted   an   exemption,  for 
three  years,  from  all   taxes,  to.  as  many  of 
)iis  fubje(fts,  as,  in  their  houfes,  their  tables, 
Utid  their  cirefs,  would  be  more  elegant  than 

th« 
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tlie  reft  of  their  countrymen,  according  to 
the  modes  then  pradtifed  in  England.     But^ 
at  the  fame  time,  he  took  care,  that  by  re- 
iining  their  manners  he  might  not  corrupt 
them :  for  he  reftrained  all  luxury,  and  ba« 
niflied  out  of  Scotland  all  epicures,  and  fuch 
as  ftudicd  arts  to  provoke   the  appetite :  fa 
that  his  people  learned  from  him  a  ftrid:  mo- 
ral difcipline,  together  with  the  graces  of  a 
decent  politenefs;  leffons  that  are   feldom 
taught  to  a  nation  by  the  fame  mafter !  He 
drew  to  his  court  many  knights  and  barons  of 
England,  from  whom  feveral  noble  families 
in  Scotland  are  defcended«     It  appears  too, 
liiat  he  occaiionally  employed  them  in  Jiis 
army;  which  might  well  have  excited  a  na- 
tional jealoufy  in  his  fubjefts :  and  that  it  did 
not  is  a  great  proof  of  the  affeftion  they  had 
for  him,  and  of  their  extraordinary  confi- 
dence in  his  good  intentions.    But,  amidft 
the  encomiums  made  on  him  equally  by  the 
Scotch  and  Englifh  writers,  the  former  have 
blamed  him  for  an  exceffive  profufenefs  in , 
his  bounty  to  the  church.    And  indeed  he 
went  too  far :  for,  befides  adding  four  hi- 
(hopricks  to  the  fix  that  he  found  endowed 
by  his  predeceflbrs,  he  built  and  repaired  a 
great  number  of  monafteries,  and  for  the  fup- 
pprt  of  thefe  donations  alienated  fo  much  of 
the  lands  of  the  crown,  that  he  impoverifhed 
all  his  fucceflbrs;  which  made  king  James  the 
Firft  of  Scotland  fay,  not  unwittily,  that  he 
^as  a  Jore  faint  for  the  crown.  Yet  this  was  a 

fault. 
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Book  r.  ^  fault,  not  of  the  man,  but  of  the  religion  irt 
which  he  was  educated :  the  piety  of  a  prince, 
in  the  notions  of  thofe  times,  being  meafurcd 
by  the  extent  of  his  prodigality  to  the  church. 
David  has  alfo  been  blamed  by  fome  English 
hiftorians,  on  account  of  the  cruelties  com- 
.  fnitted  by  his  forces  in  their  incurfions  into 
England.  But  they  themfelves  own,  that  he 
•ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  reftrain  their 
barbarity;  and  therefore  it  feems  that  both 
'  he  and  Malcolm,  his  father,  againft  whom 
an  accufatipn  of  the  fame  nature  is  brought; 
were  more  unfortunate  than  criminal  in  itj 
the  ferocity  of  their  troops  overcoming  the 
gentlenefs  of  their  own  difpofitions,  and  alj 
that  their  difcipline  could  do  to  tame  it; 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  one  of  the  very  few 
princes  fainted  by  Rome  who  deferve  a  place 
in  the  catalogue  of  good  and  great  kings. 
The  Scotch  were  the  more  afflided  at  his 
death,  and  that  of  his  fon,  becaufe  his  grand-* 
fon,  who  fucceeded  to  his  crown,  was  under 
age.  But  Macduff  earl  of  Fife,  who  had  th? 
guardianfhip  of  the  young  king,  named  Mai* 
colm  the  Fourth,  and  all  the  nobility,  to 
whofe  care  and  affeftion  David  had,  on  hijs 
death-bed,  reccommended  that  prince,  main- 
tained the  kingdom  free  from  inteftine  dif- 
orders;  and  wifely  avoided  to  intermeddle 
any  further  in  the  diffenfions  of  England; 
only  defiring  to  prefer ve,  if  they  could,  what 
had  been  gained  from  that  country  in  the  late 
reign.    Nor  had  Stephen  the  leifure  to  giv^ 

them 
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them  any  difturb^ince,  eitber  before,  or  after     Book  h  ^ 
iht  treaty  of  Winchefter :  fp  that  they  kept    ^  •       ^ 
poffeffion  of  the  three  norjhern  countries,  as 
long  as  he  lived. 

Henry  arrived  in  Normandy  a  litrie  before  A.D,  1x54^ 
£after  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty 
four.  His  intercfts  there  had  not  fufFered 
much  by  his  abfence.  Though  Louis,  in 
order  to  ilop  his  defign  upon  England,  had 
threatened  a  renewal  of  the  war  in  thofe  parts, 
yet  when  he  found  that  his  departure  had  not 
left  cither  thatdutchy,  or  Anjon,  or  any 
province  of  Aquitaine,  without  a  ftrength  chron.Nor*, 
fiifficient  to  defend  them,  he  was  not  very  ^'^o®- p- 9^y% 
forward  to  undertake  any  cnterprize  of  mo- ^^5^** 
metit  againft  themi  contenting  himfelf  with 
burning  agnail  market  town,  and  one  of  the 
foburbs  of  Vernon  in  Normandy :  but  after- 
wards, being  ilrengthcned  by  aid  from  the 
earl  of  Flanders,  he  laid  fiege  to  the  caftle. 
As  Henry  was  nephew  to  the  countefs  of 
Flanders,  one  Ihould  rather  have  cxptAeA 
that  her  hufband  would  have  taken  part  with 
him  in  this  war;  but,  either  he  preferred  the 
friendfliip  of  Louis,  or  thought  himfelf 
bound  to  affift  him  as  a  vaflah  Never thelefs^ 
after  the  fiege  had  lafted  a  fortnight,  he  re- 
folved  to  draw  off  his  forces,  as  having  ful** 
filled  the  time  of  fervice  required  by  his 
tenures^  Louis,  upon  this,  muft  have  raifed 
the  fiege  with  difgrace,  if  he  had  not  found 
jneans  of  corrupting  the  governor,  Richard 

de 
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Book  I.      de  Vernon,  who  treacheroufly  furrendered  to 
"^-^^'^   him  the  caftle  and  town.     He  then  quitted 
Normandy,  and  did  not  return  till  Septem- 
ber, when  all  he  performed  was  fetting  fire, 
by  furprize,  to  an  unfortified  quarter  of  the 
town  of  Verneuil.  Nor  had  he  made  any  fur- 
VXhron.      jh^r  attempt  againft  that  dutehy,    or  any 
Di^'lroag^' other  dominion  belonging  to  Henry,  at  the 
kift.  fub  ann*  time  wh^n  that  prince  came  over  from  En-» 
Vincent  Bel-S^^^^^  having  been  wholly  taken   up  with 
vaccn^  fob      the  plcafures  and  pomps  of  his  new  mar- 
•Qdemaana   riage,  which  was  confummated  by  him,  in 
the  beginning  of  this  year  eleven  hundred 
and  fifty  four,  with  Conftantia  the  daughter 
of  Alphonfo  the  Eighth,  king  of  Caftile: 
who,    from  his  fuperiority  over  the  other 
Spanifli   kings,    and  his  victories  over  rfie 
Moors,  had  aflumed  the  high  title  of  Em- 
peror of  Spain.  But  he  fecretly  intrigued  with 
Ibme  nobles  of  Aquitaine,  and  excited  them 
to  a  revolt,  which  was  eafily  done ;  the  na- 
ture of  their  government  affording  perpetual 
matter  of  difcord  between,  them  and    their 
duke,  and  the  heat  of  their  temper  inflaming 
all  differences  into  a  war.    Henry  delayed 
not  a  moment  to  go  into  Aquitaine:  for, he 
well  underflood  that  any  fuch diforders,  how- 
ever inconfiderable  they  may  appear,    will 
foon  become  dangerous,  if  they  are  not  at- 
tended  to  in    their  firfl:  beginnings;    and 
that  the  prefence  of  a  fovereign  is  fdmetimes 
of  more  ufe  to  appeafe  them  than  his  arms. 
The  rebels  were  ftruck  with  fear  at  his 

coming 
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coming  among  them,  and  quickly  fubmittedi 
the  contagion  of  rebellion  having  been  flop- 
ped by  his  great  diligence,  before  it  had 
fpread  very  far :  fo  that,  tranquillity  being 
reftored  in  thofe  provinces  within  a  few 
months,  he  went  back  into  Normandy,  and 
renewed  his  negotiations  for  a  peace  with 
Louis,  or  rather  continued  them,  and  pfef- 
fed  their  conclufion.  For,  as  that  monarch 
had  made  no  attack  upon  Normandy  during 
the  troubles  in  Aquitaine,  it  is  probable  he 
was  muc4i  difpofed  to  a  peace,  but  waited  till 
he  had  feen  how  thefe  would  end,  before  he 
took  his  refolution.  The  death  of  Euftace 
facilitated  the  treaty;  Louis  being,  no 
longer  embarraffed  with  the  claim  and  com- 
plaints of  a  brother  in  law,  whom  he  was 
alhamed  to  forfake.  An  unwillingnefs  to 
leave  his  bride  was  alfo  a  motive,  to  make 
hini  incline  the  more  to  peaceful  counfels. 
Nor  did  Henry  negled:  to  footh  him  by  the 
ftrongeft  profeflions  of  refpedl  for  his  peribn, 
and  zeal  for  his  fervice;  which  wrought  fo 
much  on  his  eafy  difpofition,  that  he  forgot 
all  the  anger  he  had  conceived  againft  that 
prince  on  account  of  his  marriage;  and'in 
the  month  of  Auguft,  this  year,  a  treaty  <:£ 
peace  was  concluded,  to  Henry's  great  fa- 
tisfadion.  For  Louis  reftored  to  him  Neuf- . 
.marche  and  Vernon,  the  only  towns  he  had 
,loft,  on  condition  of  his  paying  the  moderate 
ium  of  two  thoufand  marks,  in  confideration 
of  the  charge  which,  the  king  had  fuftained. 
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m  taking,  fortifying,  and  keeping  th^fy 
places.  No  part  of  Aquitaine.was  yielded  by 
the  duke)  nor  were  any  advantages  obtained 
by  Louis  f(>t  Gtoffvj  Plantagenet,  or  ai>y  of 
bis  other  confederates.  Thus  was  that  ftorm^ 
which  had  threatened  Henry  with  total  de- 
ftrudtion,  moft  happily  laid,  without  any  lofs 
to  him  in  all  bis  donvinions  on  the  continent! 
And  by  means  of  this  peace,  he  was  enabled 
to  refift  any  civil  commotions,  which  might 
again  break  out  in  England,  with  the  whole 
ftrength  of  thofe  territories  -,  or  at  leaft  he 
was  now  freed  from  any  apprebenfions  of 
danger  to  them,  if  he  fhould  be  obliged  by 
new  troubles,  or  other  affairs  of  importance 
to  return  into  that  ifland :  an  advantage  fo 
great,  that,  if  h?  bad  bought  k  at  the  price 
of  a  province,  it  would  not  hav^  coft  him 
too  dear.  Never,  indeed,  did  the  policy  oi 
King  Henry  the  Firft  draw  him' out  of  a  dif- 
ficult and  dangerous  war  with  more  glory  j 
^nor  ever  was  that  monarch  more  revered  for 
his  wifdom,  than  his  grandfon  was  at  thi$ 
time.  The  crown  of  England,^  which  he  had 
effecftually  fecurcd  to  himfelf,  caft  an  addi- 
tional Iplendor  upon  him*  He  was  alfo  very 
happy  in  his  domefticklife.  Eleanor,  inthefe- 
cond  year  of  their  marriage,  had  brought  him 
a  fon,  and  was  now  again  big  with  child* 
But,  as  all  huipfian  felicity  muft  have  allays, 
he  had  but  juft  concludfed  his  peace  with. 
Louis,  when  be  fell  dangeroufly  ill.  Hid 
youtjb  and  the  ftrei^gth  of  his  .conftkutioa 

pre- 
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^eferved  him;  and,  having  recovered  his    ^^^  ^^ 
health)  he  immediately  led  an  army  into  the    "^  "^"^ 
French  Vcxin,  to  reduce  one  of  the  barons 
belonging  to  that  province,  vrho  had  taken 
wp  arms  againft  Louis.  This  was  an  accept- 
able fervice  to  that  prince^  and  helped  t& 
eonfolidate   the  friendfliip   between  them^ 
which  Henry  defired  to  render  as  firm  as  he 
^ould:    for    peac^   alone,    without    amity^ 
Would  not  anfwer  his  purpofe,  by  leaving 
kim  at  full  liberty  to  apply  all  his  attention  ta 
his  Englifh  affairs*  He  therefore  moft  wiU 
Hngly  performed  this  a<ft  of  feudal  obedience  t 
nor  did  it  coft  him  much  trouble  f  for  the  ba- 
ton fubmitted  peaceably  to  his  mediation, 
and  was  reconciled  by  him  to  the  king,  on 
terms  that  fatisfied  both^    From  thence  hechron.Nona^ 
Went  to  befiege  a  caftle,  which  had  revolted  «t  fopri* 
againft  him  in  Normandy,  for  what  reafoh 
wc  are  not  toldj  but  moft  probably  on  ac-. 
count  of  a  refumption  of  grants,  which  he 
had  begun,    about  this  time,  to  make  in 
that  dutchy*    While  he  was  employed  in 
this  fiege  he  received  intelligence  of  Stephen's 
death. 

That  prince,  from  the  time  of  their  P^^t^^gGert.Chroni 
tillthcfeaftof  St.  Michael,  had  been  taken  upfubann.ii54» 
in  a  progrefs  through  fome  of  the  counties  re-  Ncubrig.  i  u 
mot€  from  London,  affedting  to  fliew  himfelf  ^*  ^** 
in  aH  the  ftite  of  a  king  to  his  fubjefts,  after  Co 
Idtkg  an  eclipfe  of  his  majefty;  ^nd  fo  fAr  ex- 
erting Ae  royal  authority  with  real  advantage 
to  himfelf  and  his  people^  that  he  caufed 
♦  feyeral 

*  
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^^^* .  fcvcril  caftles,  built  during  his  teign^  and 
which  Were  become  dens  of  thieves  and  re- 
ceptacles of  villains  of  every  kind,  to  be  burnt 
to  the  ground  before  his  eyes :  but  ftill  he 
Ipared  many  others,  which  his  own  friends 
were  poffeffed  of,  notwithftanding  the  remon- 
ftrances  Henry  had   made  on  that  account. 
One  of  thofe  which  he  thought  fit  to  demolifli 
in  Yorkfhire  was  with  great  contumacy  held 
out  againft  hjm,  by  Philip  de  ToUeville,  who 
imagined  it  fo  firong,  by  it's  fituation  encloicd 
with  rivers,  marfhes,  and  woods,  by  the  good- 
Befs  of  the  works,  the  plentiful  ftores  of  pro- 
vifion,  and  the  courage  of  the  garrifpn^s  w^d- 
were  all  perfons  of  defpcfate  fortunes  like- 
himfelf,  that  the  reducing,  of  it  would  be  ft 
work  of  more  time  .and  labpur,  than  Stepheft 
would  be  willing  tp  beftow  upon  it.     But 
that  prince  aflembling  a  great  army  from  all 
the  neighbouring  counties,  in  addition  to  thp, 
force  he  had  with  him  before,  took  it  by  af-. 
fault,  in  a  few  days.     This  was  (he  laft  me-*/ 
morable  adt  of  his  life.     For  ov\  th?  twenty^ 
fifth  of  Odober,  in  the  year  of  our  iiord* 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty  four,  he  died  pf  the 
piles  and  of  an  iliac  paffion,  in  a  convent  at 
Dover,  to  which  town  he  h^d  gone  to  iQ^etf 
the  earl  of  Flanders,  who  defired  a  fecqnd. 
conference  with  him,  the  fubjedt  of  wjiich- 
we  are  not  told  by  any  hiftorian.     His  death 
was  unlooked  for,  both  by^  his  friends  aad- 
Jiis  enemies,  as  he  was  then  but  in  the  fifr^ 
tieth  year  of  his  age,  an^  a  man  of  gre&i 
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ftrengrbr  not  ^ddidled  to  ^hy  tlcctfs  or  in- 
tiem|}>^anee«  He  left  but  two  ligitiinate 
dhildfonp  Williaixi  ()f  Blois  and  a  daughter 
trhofe  name  was  Mary.  Some  authors  fay 
keh'ad  two^  add  others  three^  natural  fons; 
(mie'<!)C'Whdm;  named*  Gervaf6>  Was  abbot  of 
Weftminftter:  anotJier,  napied  Ranulph,  is 
faM  to  hate  been  chamberlain  to  Henry  the 
Second  :  probably  th«  bther  died  young ;  for 
tbat  ai^y^  provifiod  was  made  for  him  I  can- 
not difcoven 

The  valor  of  this  king  was  much  the  moft 
ihtning  part  of  his  character.  In  the  field  of 
bskttle  he  was  a  hero>  though  every  wherQ 
elfe  an  ordinary  man.  But  even  his  military 
abilities  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  ufe  of 
his^'fword  and  battle-axe.  The  extent  of 
his  genius  was  not  proportioned  to  a  great 
plan  of  a^flion  :  his  forefight  was  £hort  and 
imperfed>  his  difcipline  loofe^  and  his  whote 
condu<^  inwar  that  of  an  alert  partifan,  ra- 
ther than  of  a  difcreet  and  judicious  com-* 
mafider. 

>  He  had  in  his  nature  fome  amiable  virtues, 
a^generofity^  clemency  ^  and  aflFability,  which, 
under  the  direi^ion  of  wifdom  and  juftice^ 
woirid  hisive  given  him  a  place  among  the  beft 
of  oar  kings :  but  for  want  of  thofe  lights  to 
guide  and  rule  them»  they  .were  unworthily, 
weakly j  and  hurtfully  employed.  His  mind 
vras  very  a<3;ive,  and  always  pufhing  him  on 
YoL.IL  T  to 
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to  bold  Vindertaklngs,  in  which  he  feldoiil 
proved  fuccefsful :  for  fetting  out  wrong,  and 
having  left  the  ftrait  path  of  honor  and  vir-^ 
tue,  he  got  into  a  labyrinth  of  perplexed  and 
crooked  meafures,  out  of  which  he  nevef 
afterwards  could  extricate  himfelf^  either 
with  reputation,  or  fafety. 

The  times,  and  circumftances^  in  which 
he  was  placed,  required  a  fteady,  calm,  and 
refolute  prudence :  but  he  adled  only  by  flarts^ 
and  from  the  violent  impulfe  of  fome  prefent 
pafljoh  j  always  too  eager  for  the  objedl  in 
view,  and  yet  too  lightly  changing  his  courfej 
too  warm  in  his  attachments,  and  too  impetu-* 
ous  in  his  refcntments. 

The  gailt'of  his  ufurpation  was  aggravated 
by  perjury >  and  by  the  blacked  ingratitude 
to  his  uncle,  King  Henry, -frota  whom  he 
had  received  fuch  obligations,  as,  to  a  mind 
endued  with  a  right-  fenfe  of  honor,  would 
have- been  no  lefs  binding  than  the  oaths  he 
had  taken.  This  was  a  ftain  on  his  charafteh 
v/hibh  even  the  merit  of  a  good  government 
cto'Uld  not  have  effaced  :  but  his  was  fo  bad,* 
that  it  might  have  expelled  a  lawful  kin^ 
from  an  hereditary  throne.  Indeed  the  weik** 
hefs  of  his  title,  and  the  too  great  oblfgi^ 
tions  he  had  to  the  clergy  in-  his  eleiftiohj 
were  incumbrances  that  hung  very  heavy 
Upon  him,  and  the  original  caufes  of  all  Mi 
troubles^    Yet  againft  both  thefe  difficultieii 
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lincafy  as  they  were,  he  might  have  found  a     B^^*^  ^* 
refource  in  the  afFeftion  of  his  people.    Henry   '      ~  ^ 
the  Firfl>  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign,  was 
no  lefs  indebted  to  the  clergy  than  he,  nor 
was  his  title  more  clear :   notwithftanding 
which  he  maintained  himfelf  in  the  thrpne^^ 
and  kept  the  church  in  due  obedience^  by  a 
government  popular  without  meannefs,  and 
ftrong  without  viblcnce.     But  bribes  and  a 
ftanding  army  of  the  moft  odious  foreign  mer- 
cenaries  were   the   wretched  fupports,    on  • 
which  his  fucceffor  leaned  to  fecure  a  preca- 
rious and  unnatural  power.     Inftead  of  gra-* 
dually  trying  to  (hake  off  the  fetters,  which 
^e  church  had  impofed  upon  him  at  his  ac^ 
ceffion  to  the  crown,  by  the  proper  and  legal 
afliftance  of  parliament,  he  was  continually 
weakening  the  royal  authority,  by  further 
conceilions  to  the  bifhops,  in  hopes  of  at-* 
taching  them  more  firmly  to  his  interefts  $ 
and,  when  he  ventured  to  quarrel  with  themi 
he  did  it  in  a  manner,  which  hurt  the  privi^ 
leges  of  his  temporal  barons  no  lefs  thaii 
theirs,  and  made  civil  liberty  appear  to  be 
interefted  in  their  defence.     Thus  he  de* 
flroyed  the  only  ground  upon  which  he  coul4 
ftafxd,  and  changed  the  nature  of  the  queftioijL 
between  him  and  Matilda,  making  her  caufe, 
and  her  fon's,  the  caufe  of  the  nation,  initcacj 
pf  a  perfonal  claim  of  inheritance. 
>,   His  private  life  was  far  better  than  hjs 
pifblick  condudt.     He  was  a  good  hufbanc} 
i^  kind  father:  but  to  his  children,  as  we}} 
J  Z  »9 
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as  to  his  friendsy  he  was  too  kind>  and  took 
no  care  to  reftrain  the  vices  of  their  youth  ; 
a  fault,  which  is  indeed  very  blameable  in  a 
fcing^y  becaufe  of  the  mifchiefe  it  may  bring 
upon  his  people. 

He  was  xertiarkably  free  from  fiiperftition ; 
a  merit  very  uncommon  in  that  ignorant  age^ 
and  feemed  to  indicate  a  ftreng^  of  under-<> 
Aanding,  which  did  not  belong  fo  him  im 
any  other  refpefts.  There  is  a  ftrange  incon-» 
iiftency  in  human  nature!  The  greateft minda 
often  fall  into  weakneiTes,  which  the  loweft 
would  be  afhamed  of;  and  perfons  of  mean 
parts  are  exempt  from  certain  follies,  to  which 
very  wife  ones  are  enflaved!  Nor  did  this  fu^ 
periority  in  Stephen  produce  fuch  cSk&s  on 
his  government,  as  might  naturally  have  been 
cxpeded  from  it.  The  weakeft  bigot  that 
ever  reigned  could  not  have  facrified  more  of 
the  rights  of  the  Aate  to  a  falfe  fenfe  of  reli* 
gion,  than  he  did  to  &fe  notions^  of  intereft 
and  ambition. 

Confidering  him  in  the  moft  £ivorable 
lights  we  {hall  find  him  unfit  for  a  throiie* 
If  he  had  been  only  an  earl  of  Mortagne  and 
Boulogne,  he  might  pei^haps,  by  his  courage^ 
liberality,  and  good-nature,  have  fupported 
that  rank  with  a  very  fair  reputation.  But 
no  great  idea  can  be  formed  of  a  monarch, 
whofe  whole  conduft  in  government  broke 
every  rule  of  good  and  true  policy:  who^ 
having  gained  the  crown  he  wore  by  the  love 

of 
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of  the  nation,  governed  by  a  foreign  minider^ 
and  foreign  arms;  yet,  at  the  fanic  time,  gave 
way  to  innovations,  which  rendered  his  fub-^ 
jefts  formidable  to  him ;  then  by  all  means 
of  abfolut'e  defpotifm,  without  regard  to  law 
or  juflice,  endeavoured  to  fubdue  the  power 
lie  had  raifed ;  and  after  having  made  his 
whole  reign  a  long  civil  war,  purchafed  at 
laft  a  difhonorable  and  joylefs  peace,  by  ex- 
cluding his  fon  from  the  fucceffion  to  the 
crown,  adopting  his  enemy,  and  leaving  himr 
felf  little  more  than  the  vain  pageantry  and 
empty  name  of  a  king. 


End  of  the  First  -Book  of  the  Hifiory  of  the 
Life  of  King  Henry  the  Second. 
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KING  HENRY  THE  SECOND. 
B  0   O   K     n, 


THE   death    of   Stephen  was   a   favor  A.  D.  1 154. 
of  providence  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, which  faved  them  frpm  many  great 
impending  evils.     The  peaGeof  the  king- 
dom no  longer  depended  upon  the  fictitious 

union  of  natural  and  irreconcileable  enemies. 
/-•      .  ... 

Henry  Plantagenet  was  now  the  unqueftion- 
able  and  fble  king  of  England,  Whatever  ' 
fecret  fchemes  h^d  been  Tormed,  or  might 
be  forming,  to  defeat  his  fucceffion,  they 
were  entirely  overthrown  by  this  event.  It 
has  been  mentioned  before,  that  he  was  j^:^*^"^"^:- 
befieging  a  caftle  in  Normandy  which  had 
revolted  againft  him,  when  intelligence  parne 
to  him  that  Stephen  was  dead.  The  lords 
of  his  council  advifed  him  to  haften  to  Eng- 
T  4  land. 
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Bookil,    land,  for  fear  his  enemies  fliould  ufe  the  op- 

^^'^^^  portunity  of  his  abfence  to  excite  fome  dif^ 
orders;  but  he  coolly  replied,  that  they 
would  not  dare  to  do  any  thing,  and  could 
Dot  be  pcrfuaded  to  raifc  the  fiege,  till  the 
caftle  had  been  forqcd  to  furrcnder  ^  dilcrc- 
tion,  which  it  did  in  a  few  days.  Nor  was 
his  confidence  Fain  :  for  he  had  eftablifhed 
his  power  in  England  on  fuch  a  folid  foun- 
dation, and  p]ut  the  care  of  his  intcrefts  into 
Such  fafe  and  able  hands,  that  his  prefence 
there  was  not  neceffary  :  and  this  being  the 
cafe,  it  was  certainly  wife  in  him,  not  to 
leave  behind  him  any  root  of  rebellion.  It 
might  indeed  have  been  natural  for  fo  young 
a  king,  to  be  more  impatient  to  put  on  his 
royal  robes :  but  th^  folidity  of  his^  mind 
gave  no  way  to  the  imprellions  of  vanity, 
and  he  preferred,  upon  all  occafibns,  whait 
was  really  great  to  the  oftentation  of  great- 
nefs. 

Chron.Norm.  Having  entirely  pacified  Normandy  he 
P  99<^*  went  to  Rouen,  and  conferred  with  his  pio- 
ther,  who  prudently  agrted  to  remain,  a^ 
before,  in  that  dutchy^  and  not  go  withhina 
to  England  i  thinking  that  her  prefenc? 
might  hurt  him  there,  as  fhe  was  not  be- 
loved by  the  Englifh;  or  feeling,  perhs^p5> 
that  it  would  not  be  agreeable  to  refid^  as 
a  fubjeft  where  (he  had  reigned  as  a  queen. 
Whatever  right  flie  had  to  the  crown,,  a  for- 
mal ceffion  of  it,  in  favor  of  her  fon„.  by 

any 
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any  public  aft,  was  not  thought  to  b^  nc-  *°^^  ^ 
ceflary,  nor  does  it  appear  that  he  defired 
if :  her  acquiefcenc^  in  what  had  beea 
fettled  by  the  treaty  pf  Winchefter  being 
cftcemed  by  the  nation,  and  even  by  her  own 
mod  zealous  friends,  a  fufficient  rcleafe  of 
the  oaths  they  had  taken  to  her,  either  in 
the  life-time  of  her  father,  or  after  the  bat- 
tle of  Lincoln.  And  Henry  himfelf  might 
think,  according  to  the  notions  received  in 
thofe  days,  that  his  title,  in  itfelf,  was  better 
than  hers ;  as  be  was  the  neareft  heir  male 
to  his  grandfather.  King  Henry.  Certain  it 
is,  that  there  was  no  renunciation  declared 
on  her  part,  nor  refignation  of  her  claim  in 
his  behalf;  but  his  right  of  fucceflion  was 
left  upon  the  foot  of  the  treaty  of  agree- 
ment between  him  and  Stephen,  This  great 
point  being  ad[jufted,  he  fummoned  all  the 
barons  and  prelates  of  Normandy,  to  advife 
with  them  upon  all  that  was  proper  to  be- 
done  in  the  prcffent  en>ergency,  particularly 
With  regard  to  the  affairs  of  that  dutchy; 
but  he  feems  to  have  cbnfided  the  govern- 
ment of  it  entirely  to  Matilda,  endeavouring 
thus  to  m^ke  her  fome  amends  for  giving 
him  no  trouble  in  the  kingdom  of  England: 
and  it  miift  be  owned  that  (he  deferved  the 
moft  thankful  acknowledgments,  and  beOt 
returns  in  his  power,  on  that  account.  For  , 
though  it  is  certain,  that>^  if  (he  ha4  at- 
tempted to  contend  with  him  for  it,  (he 
would  not  have  fucceeded,  yet,  by.  fuch  a 

difpute 
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Book  n.  difpute,  (h^  would  have  grievoufly  embar-» 
^^''~'  raffed  his  filial  piety,  and  difturbed  his 
Gerv,  Chyon.  quiet.  But  all  being  accommodated  to  their 
Hontingdon,  mutual  fatisfadlion,  Henry,  and  his  two 
NeuWg!\?1.  ^^^^h^^^>  with  Eleanor,  and  a  moft  fplendid 
c,  32«  !•  «•  train  of  nobility,  repaired  to  Barfleur,  a,t 
^*  *•  which  port  they  intended  to  embark;   but 

.  thq  winds  being  contrary,  they  were  de- 
tained there  a  month,  during  all  which  time 
no  diforders  happened  in  England.  Th^ 
grphbifhop  of  Canterbury  (Theobald)  wa$ 
eminently  inftrumental  in  preferving  thp 
peace  of  the  realm,  by  the  extraordinary 
diligence,  prudence,  and  firmnefs,  with 
which  he  adted  at  the  head  of  a  regency,  pr 
council  of  ftate,  that  had  the  care  of  the 
government  till  Henry  (boqld  come  over : 
but  it  was  principally  owing,  to  the  affedion 
of  the  public,  which  the  king  had  acquired^ 
and  to  the  dread  of  his  power,  which  awed 
the  moft  factious  fpirits.  Nevertheless  he 
was  uneafy  at  fo  long  a  delay ;  and  the  very 
firft  moment  that  the  change  of  the  wind 
enabled  him  to  fail,  he  put  out  to  fca  in  fuch 
weather,  that  his  fleet  was  difperfed,  and 
he  was  himfelf  in  fome  danger  of  being 
Shipwrecked  5  but,  the  ftorm  abating,  he 
landed  in  the  New  Foreft,  not  far  from 
Hurft  caftle,  on  the  feventh  of  December  in 
A.  D.  ii54«  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  four,  abou^ 
iix  weeks  after  the  deceafe  of  Stepheq, 


Upon 
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tJpon  the  king's  arrival  atWinchefter,  the 
hobles,  the  prelates,  and  gentry  of  England 
crowded  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to 
meet  him,  not  only  as  their  Sovereign,  but 
^s  their  deliverer.  His  journey  from  thence 
to  London  feemed  to  be  a  continued  trium- 
phal proceflion ;  and  that  city  itfelf,  which 
had  been  always  the  moft  devoted  to  Ste- 
phen, received  him  with  the  higheft  marks 
of  affedtion.  A  few  days  afterwards,  on  the 
nineteenth  of  December,  he  and  his  queen 
were  crowned  in  Weftminfter  abbey  by  the 
archbifhop. of  Canterbury,  without  any  fuch 
capitulation  having  been  offered  to  him,  as 
had  been  made  with  his  predeceflbr,  or  any 
other  terms  but  the  ufual  oath  of  the  ancient 
kings  of  England.  This  was  fufficient  to 
bind  the  confcience  of  a  good  prince;  and 
rtcent  experience  had  convinced  the  na- 
tion, that  they  would  not  be  able  to  re- 
ilrain  a  bad  one  by  any  other  form  of  words 
that  could  be  devifed.  Nor  was  it  confiftent 
with  rcafon  or  good  policy,  to  fufFer  the 
paths  qf  allegiance  to  be  limited  by  condi- 
tions i  and  declarations  to  be  inferted  into 
thofe  oaths,  that  they  fhould  not  be  binding, 
unlefs  fuch  conditions  were  obferved  ;  as 
Stephen  had  allowed  to  be  done  in  the  ho- 
mage and  fealty>  which  he  received  from 
the  bifhops  and  from  Robert  earl  of  Glocefter* 
Indeed,  a  diffolution  of  all  obligations  on 
the  part  of  the  fubjed:,  by  the  fovereign's 
breaking  thofe  in  which  the  relation  between 

them 
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Bookn.  them  confifts,  is  implied  in  the  very  nature 
"  of  feudal  allegiance;  nsty,  I  might  fay,  of 
all  government  arid  lavv^ful  fubjettion  :  but 
to  fet  out  with  a  fuppofition  that  fuch  an 
odious  cafe  will  exift,  and  ftiake  an  exprefs 
provifion  for  it,  is  what  the  wifeft  free  ftates 
have  judicioufly  avoided.  Henry  therefore 
would  not  admit  of  any  fuch  expreflions  in 
the  oaths  taken  to  him ;  but  brought  them 
back  again  to  the  cuftomary  form.  Nor  did 
he  diftinguifh  the  clergy,  in  any  refpedt, 
frorn  hi&  lay  fubjeds,  by  favors  conferred 
on  them,  as  a  body  of  men  who  had  inte- 
refts  feparate  from  thofe  of , the  comriiunity. 
He  would  not  encourage  fadtion  in  any  of 
it's  mefnbers  ;  but  leaft  of  all  in  them,  who 
ought  always  to  be  the  funheft  removed 
ffom  that  evil,  and  vvho,  in  the  late  reign, 
had  been  carried  by  it  fo  far  out  of  the 
bounds  of  their  facred  functions,  to  the  de- 
triment of  the  whole  ftate,  and  greatly  to 
the  difhonor  of  religion  itfelf.  How  much 
his  pfedeceflbr  had  injured  the  common- 
wealth, and  weakened  the  civil  power,  by 
tlie  conceffions  made  to  the  church  at  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  he  well  und!erftpod, 
arid  avoided  every  thing  which  might  fcem 
to  lay  hini  under  obligations  of  fo  dange- 
l*6us  a  nature.  Neither  did  he  xrdndejfcend 
to  apply  to  the  pope,  as  Stephen  had  done, 
/or  a:  confirmation  of  his  title ;  not  having 
any  need  of  fuch  a  fupport,  and  being  fen- 
iible  that  Roftie  would  avail  herfctf  of  it 
z  againft 
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againft  the  independence  and  dignity  of  his 
crown.  The  much  ftronger  pillars,  on  which 
he  was  determined  to  fix  bis  throne,  were 
the  laws  of  his  country  and  the  love  of  his 
people.     To  gain  that  love,  he  did  not  ftoop 
to  the  arts  of  low  popularity :   he  neither 
debafed   the    majefty  of   his    crown,    nor 
exaufted  its  treafures ;  he  did  not  relax  the 
vigour  of  government,  nor  plunge  the  na- 
tion into   any  excefles   of  riot  or  luxury  i 
but  dealt  impartial  juftice  to  all  his  fubJeAs, 
and   let  none  of  them  be  deprived  of  his 
royal  goodnefs.     The  narrow  and  iniquitous 
fpirit  of  party  did  not  confine  the  benignity 
of  his  nature,  nor  the  integrity,  greatnefs, 
and  candour  of  his  mind,  virithih  it's  own 
limits.    He  faw  that  to  raife  again  the  glory 
of  his  kingdom,    it  was  neceflary  firft  to 
reftore  concord  and  union  among  his  people, 
to  allay  all  heats,  to  quiet  all  fears,  and  to 
extinguish  all  memory  of  their  former  divi- 
fions.     This  he  was  able  to  cfkQ: ;  becaufe 
BO  falfe  principles  or  notions  of  government 
flood  in  his  way,  by  the  obftinacy  of  which 
a   reconciliation  of  parties  might   be  ob- 
ilrudted.      His  title   was   now    univerfally 
acknowledged;    and  all  attachment  to  the 
houfe  of  Blois  feemed  to  have  been  buried 
in  the  grave  of  King  Stephen.     He  there- 
fore thought  it  equally  unjuft  and  unwife, 
to  keep    his   refentments  ftill   alive.     The 
condu(^  he  held  was  fuch,  as  fatisfied  thofe, 
who  had  moil  violently  oppofed  his  mother, 

or 
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Book  ir.  Of  himfelf,  in  the  late  civil  war,  that,  bjr 
'^""'''"'  ■''  their  concurrence  in  the  treaty  of  Winche^* 
fter,  they  had  obtained  his  forgivenefs,  and 
might,  by  their  future  loyalty,  afpire  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  his-  favor.  Thus  he  hap- 
pily prevented  the  rage  of  defpair  fron\  dif- 
turbing  his  government,  and  heoled  thofe 
wounds,  which  a  lefs  gentle  treatment,  and 
a  lefs  ikilful  hand,  would  have  rendered  in-^ 
curable.  Neverthelefs,  in  forgetting  in- 
juries he  did  not  forget  fervices ;  but  emi- 
^  ncntly  diftinguifhed  and  rewarded  the  zeal 

of  thofc  friends,   who  had  been  the   moft 
faithful  and  able  fupports  of  his  party. 

Gcrr.  Chron.      Soon  after  his  coronation  he  met  his  great 
^bann,u55.  council,  and  advifed  with  them  concerning 

L  iTSfzfj'  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  kingdom.     The  refult  of 

their  deliberations  was  the  inftant  execution 

of  the  treaty  of  Winchefler,  in  thofe  parts 

which  his  predecefTor  had  left  unperformed^ 

X   beginning  firft  with  that  capital  article,  the 

fending  away  the  foreign  troops.     If  was  not 

without  extreme  relud:ance  that  thefe  mer-** 

ccnaries  thought  of  leaving  the  kingdom* 

Vide Fitfteph.  They  had  long  be^n  accuftomed  to  riot  on 

it  Camden  in  the  fpoils  of  it,  and   many  of  their  officers 

^**'*  had  acquired  great  eftablifhments  in  it,  par* 

ticularly  their  general  William  of  Iprps;  to 

whom  the  earldom  of  Kent  had  been  given 

by  Stephen,  with  all  the  wealth  that   th^ 

bounty  of  a  moft  prodigal  monarch  cpul4 

beftow  on  a  favorite,  who  knew,  no  fcruplce 

♦  in 
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ih  obeying  the  will  of  his  maftef>  nor  atiy 
moderation  in  enriching  himfelf^  Others 
had  been  rewarded^  in  proportion  to  theif 
rank,  with  liberal  grants,  which  the  Waftc 
of  the  royal  demefne,  or  the  eonfifcations  of 
the  adverfe  party>  had  fupplied.  To  part 
with  all  thefe  emoluments,  to  give  up  the 
fecompence  of  fo  many  crimes,  appeared  to 
them  very  hard ;  and  they  would  willingly 
have  prevented  it  by  ftill  greater  crimes,  if 
it  had  been  in  their  power.  But  they  could 
find  no  competitor  to  fet  up  againft  Henry  j 
Williatn  of  Blois,  Stephen's  fon,  being  too 
young,  and  too  weak,  in  all  refpefts,  to  un- 
dertake fo  perilous  an  enterprize;  and  no 
6thcr  noblemap  having  pretenfions,  or  power, 
er  difcontent  enough,  to  engage  with  them, 
in  any  attempt  againft  the  king,  or  the  peace 
ef  the  kingdom. 

Under  thefe  cifcumftances,  this  formidable 
body  of  veteran  forces,  who  had  fo  long  been 
the  terror  of  the  people  of  .England,  began 
to  fear  for  themfelves,  deprived,  as  they  were> 
of  all  fupport,  and  cxpofed  to  the  refent- 
inents  of  an  injured,  infulted, '  and  high- 
fpifited  nation.  The  divifions  that  had 
weakened  it  in  the  preceding  reign,  and  the 
'protection  of  the  crown,  which  was  never 
withdrawn  from  them,  had  been  their  fecu-* 
rity  ;  but  fhey  could  not  be  able  now,  with 
the  royal  power  againft  them,  to  withftand 
the  united  ftrength  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

One 
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Beok  n.    One  hope  remained,  vi»,  that  Henry  bimfelf. 
v-Sin-J   might  accept  of  their  fervicesi  and  (as  bi^ 
predeceflbr  had  done)  make  them  the  ioftru^ 
menu  of  arljitr^ry  power* ,    E^atnp^es;  arcj 
frequent  of  princes  kaving  recoui^ie  to  thofe 
meafures  of  government,  a»  ufeful  and  ner 
cefTary,  which  they  bad  compkifted  of,  aa 
national  grievances^  before  they  caroe  to  tbe^ 
throne.     William  of  Ipres,  who  bad  beeft 
long  experienced  in  afiairs,    and  was  togi 
.   wicked  to  believe  that  wy  n>ai>  could  be 
virtuons,  might  therefore  imagine,  that  Henry* 
would  think  differently,  when  king  of  Eng- 
land, from  what  be  bad  profeifed,  at  tb« 
bead  of  the  publick,^in  oppofition  to  Stephen^, 
But  that  prince  was  well  convinced^  that,  t^ 
be  a  great  king,  be  muft  continue  at  the  besKi 
of  the  publick,  and  not  degrade  bimfelf  intot 
the  captain  of  a  band  of  foreigo  merceaarief «, 
V.  Ncnbrig.  jjc  therefore  determined  to  execute  the  refb- 
""  ^**       lutions  of  parliament  againft  tbefe  men,  and 
iifued  a  proclamation  commanding  them  all 
to  leave  the  realm  on  pain  of  deaths  before  ^ 
certain  day,  appointed  in  the  edid*.     Wbon 
that  day  came,  not  one  foreign  foldief  wa« 
to  be  found  in  the  kingdom  :  their  genoral 
Sr^^Ktnf  ^'^^^^^^  had  gone  with  them,  difpoffeffed  of 
&*CMKieir»  l^is  earldom  and  other  honors  in  England^ 
Briuio.         the  lofs  of  which  be  bewailed  with  teiirs  o£ 
rage  I    and>   not  able   to  bear  this  fudden 
*  change  of  fortune,  forfook  the  world,.  an4 

became  a  monk  at  Laon  in  Flanders,  wber^ 

he 
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he  ^cA  very  pcmitcttti  in  the  year  eleven    ■Bookli* 
hundred  and  fixty-two.  ~"  '^ 

The  hofior  of  the  nation/ a«  well  as  its  Genr.  Chron. 
liberty  and  repofc,  feeihed  to  be  rcftorcd  %£eubr^^^^ 
this  ad,  and  by  dbc  proceedings  of  Henry  at  fopr^ 
kk  another  a&ir  of  a  like  Aature,  the  deftroy- 
k^  the  caftles   which   Stephen    had   kept    ' 
ttndenraii£bed»  againft  the  faith  he  had  given* 
All  tflBEofe  ^t  hid  been  eredted  in  the  late 
fidgxi  were  jstow  butnti   or  levelled  to  the 
^rouffd;  except  a  few,  that,  from  Aeir  fitu-* 
atida;  were  jtidged  to  be  neceffary  for  the 
jiefence  of  thic  kiagdo/n.     While  Henry  wa^ 
.kn  the  north,  employed  in  performing  this 
fidutary  work,  WilHani  de  Peverd,  a  great 
itortbe^n  haron,  wbo  (as  I  have  related  in 
tispe  i^teceding  book)  was:  accu^d  o£  having 
poifoiled  the  eairl  of  Cheftery  conCcions  of  hi^ 
gnilt  aoid  dreadrng  the  roya!  vengeance  im- 
.{xmeliii)g  apon  him,^  re^rol  to  a  C(3>nve9t»  as 
a  ftron^ir  dfylmn  than  my  of  bis  cafiles: 
fiat  when;  the  king  approached  to  his  fane- 
•aary,  armed  with  all  the  raajefly  abd  terrors 
^  jixftice^-be  dmd  not  trnft  even  to  that  i  bat 
AtA  out  of  the  maim.     He  was  immediately 
outlawed^  and  im  lands  w^e  feized,  as  for- 
feited to  the  crown.     Thus  Henry  revenged  \ 
thedesth  of  the  e^rlof  Chefter,  and  con- 
finecd  odier  oflfejrtders,^  who  in  the  reign  of 
King  Stephen  had  apprehended  no  putiiih- 
ftient  for  the  mdft  heinous  crimes,  thit  it 
Ivas  his  refblntion  they  fhould  not  be  fafe 
:  Vol.  IL                U                            even 
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Book  n.    even  under  the  hood  of  a  monk,  nor  within 
^^^^       the  protedtion  of  the  altar  itfelf. 

-But  in  his  next  undertaking  he  found 
greater  difficulties.  Stephen's  extravagance 
and  the  infatiable  deniands  of  his  faction  had 
induced  him  to  alienate  fo  much  of  the  an- 

-  cient  demefne  of  the  croWn,  that  the  remain- 
ing eftate  was  not  fufficient  to  maintain  the 
royal  dignity.  Somp  royal  cities,  and  forts 
of  great  importance^  had  been  alfo  grantejd 
away,  which  could  not  be  fuffered  to  con- 
tinue in  the  hands  of  the  nobles,  to  whom 
they  had  been  given,  without  confiderably 
impairing  the  ftrcngth  of  the  crown,  arid  no 

-  lefs  endangering  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 
Policy  and  law  concurred  in  demanding  thefe 

Vide  Sir  Rob.  conceffions  back  again.     The  ancient  dd- 
^oSi.^"'  mefne  of  the  crown  was  held  to  be  facre4. 
See  alfo  Fleta,  and,  like  the  lands  of  the  church,  foindiei^- 
1.  iii.  c.  6.  ct  able,  as  that  no  length  of  time  could  give;  ,a 
ra  on,  •"•  j.jg|^t  ^f  prefcription  to  any  other  poffeflbrs, 
even  by  virtue  of  grants  from  the  crown, 
-^againft  the  claim  of  fucceeding  princes.  But 
all  thefe  alienations  were  of  no  earlier  date 
than  the  reign  of  King  Stephen ;  and^  there- 
fore, the  refumption  of  them,  was  free  from 
.  thofe  difficulties,  and  infuperable  objedtions, 
that  muft  neceffarily  attend  the  refuming  of 
grants  tranfmltted  down  through  feveral  ge- 
nerations. 

For  thefe  reafons  it  had  been  agreed  by  a 
feparate  and  fecret  article  in  the  treaty  of 

Win- 
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•  Winchcfter,  that  whatever  lands,  or  pbflef- 
fions,  had  belonged  to  the  crbwn,  at  the 
death  of  King  Henry  the  Firft,  fliould  be 
now  reftored  to  it;  except  thofe  that  Stephen 
had  granted  to  William  his  fon,  or  had  be- 
flowed  on  the  church.  The  latter  exception 
was,  doubtlefs,  owing  to  the  governing  in- 
fluence of  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter  in  that 
treaty.  Nor  durft  the  temporal  barons,  how- 
ever diflatisfied,  complain  of  a  partiality, 
which  was  faniflified  by  the  names  of  piety 
and  religion.  Among  the  refulnablc  grants 
there  were  fome  of  Matilda.  For  (he  too, 
afting  as  fovereign,  had  followed  the  example 
let  her  by  Stephen,  in  giving  away  certain 
parts  or  the  eftate  of  the  crown,  to  reward 
her  adherents.  And  much  had  been  ufurped 
by  tlie  barons  of  both  parties,  without  any 
warrant  but  the  licence  of  the  times,  or  pre-^ 
tences  that  could  not  be  juftified,  when  they 
were  legally  examined :  fo  that  no  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Winchefter  was  cither  more 
jiift,  or  more  heceflary,  than  that,  which 
ftipulated  a  rcfumption  of  all  thefe  aliena- 
tions. Neverthelefs  it  had  been  abfolutely 
neglected  by  Stephen,  for  the  fame  reafon,  I 
fuppofe,  as  had  hindered  him  from  fulfilling 
the  other  articles  of  that  treaty,  relating  to 
the  expulfioh  of  all  the  foreign  troops  and 
the  demolition  of  caftles,  becaufe  he  fought 
to  maintain  a  fadion  attached  to  himfelf, 
and  was  unwilling  to  withdraw  his  favors 
from  perfons,  whofe  afliftance  he  defired. 
U  2  Nothing 
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Nothing  elfe  can  account  for  fo  indigent  a 
prince  having  been  £0  remifs  in  this  point. 
But  Henry,  who  refolved  to  extinguifh  sill 
faftions,  and  was  not  obliged  to  cotirt  his 
nobility  at  the  cxpence  of  his  crown,  as  he 
meant  to  afk  nptbing  pf  them  inconfiftent 
with  their  duty,  faw  the  affair  in  other  lights. 
He  kn?^  indeed,  that  a  refuoiptign  would 
raife  much  difcontent  in  thofe  affedted  by  it, 
who  wer-e  many  and  powerful :  but  he  chofc 
to  ftapd  their  ill  hunK>ur,  with  reafon  and 
law  on  their  fide,  rather  than  to  remain  a 
needy  king,  or  relieve  his  neceffities  by  op- 
preffing  his  people.  Nor  wa»  he  difpleafed 
to  leffen  by  this  means  that  exorbitant 
wealth,  v^hich  rendered  fQme  of  his  fuhjed^s 
.the  livals  pf  hif  ^wn  gfwtneft,  and  was  as 
likely  to  make  th^iH  rebela,  as  any  refemi- 
Genr.  chron.  mwt  tl^is  me^UT^  could  excite.  He  there- 
NcobrigVi?iV.  ^^^^  fummpn^d  f^  parliament,  wherein  ahnoft 
c  2, 3,4.'  all  his  QQbW  \vier^  prefeat,  and  having  pro- 
perly laid  before  them  the  wants  of  the 
CTown,  the  loiTe?  it  had  fuffered,  the  illc^ 
gality  of  thf  grants,  and  the  urgent  ncceflity 
of  a  ip4^dy  rifupiptign,  obtained  their  con- 
civrrence  to  itj  an^d  proceediad  to  put  it  iii 
immqdiaje  etXQCViticjR*  The  fpirit  of  f»ftion 
was  fo  i%ugh  pyerjiwed  by  the  vigor  of  his 
governtp-ent,  that  he  mat  with  left  oppofifcion 
thaii  he  had  reafon  to  expcd.  Very  near  all 
that  had  been  granted  to  laymen,  or  ufurped 
by  theWj  in  any  manner,  from  the  royal 
^e^m^efncj  wa^  furireadered  to  him,  without 

3  .  blood- 
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Ubodfhed^  after  a  little  dekyi  and  fonld  m- 
cffe^ual  marks  of  reludahce  in  a  few  of  the 
greateft  barons*  The. earl  of  AlbdfflHrle^ 
whom  Stephen  had  made  earl  of  Yorkfhire, 
and  who  had  ruled  that  prdvinoe  with  more 
jiuthority  than  his  miafter  himfclf,  cduld  ill 
brook  the  being  compelled  to  reftore  to  the 
tirown  all  h6  had  gained  from  the  weakriefs 
of  it  in  the  late  raign^  His  connexions  Were 
powerful,  his  credit  and  intereft  very  high 
and  extenfive.  Nor  bad  any  other  nobleman 
ftrongcir  caftles,  or  vafTals  more  warlike.  But 
great  as  hd  was>  he  found,  that  he  now  had 
a  fovereignj  who  was  greater  than  he,  and 
Would  equally  feiga  in  every  part  of  his 
kingdoni*  Henry  jpaflcd  the  H umber,  and  Vide  auaores 
coming  upon  him  while  he  was  deliberating,  ^^^^^^•'^'^"P"- 
brought  him,  by  the  terror  that  his  prefencel 
infoired,  to  a  quiet  fubmifBon,.  add  entire 
feltitution  of  all  his  gi-ants,  particularly,  of 
Scarborough  caftle^  which  he  had  rendered 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  in  England.  While  thid 
nobleman  bad  been  plotting  a  revolt  in  thd 
nertW  hi$  coufin-gerinan,  Roger  de  Mdrti- 
tn^Vi  adting  in  concert  with  him,  had  alfo 
dettrmined  to  maintain  his  own  title  to  the 
royal  caftles  of  Glebury,  Wigmore,  and 
Bridgenorth,  which  being  fituated  on  th^ 
borders  of  Wales,  where  he  had  great  power, 
he  ho^ed  to  defeftd  thetti  ajgainft  all  tb6  force 
of  the  king,  v^ith  the  affiftance  of  his  nor- 
thern confederate,  and  of  the  yoiing  earl  of 
Jierefordi^  foo  to  the  famous  Milo,  whom  he 
U  3  had 
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had  inftigated  to  joia  with  them  in  this  rebel- 
lion.    That  lord  was  much  offended,  that 
th^  fon  of  Matilda  ftiould  refume  from  hiqi 
thofe  grants,   with  which  fhe  had  recom- 
penfcd  the  fervipes  of  his  father;  fervices  unr 
queftionably   great   and    meritorious.      He 
thought  it  very,  unjuft,  that  no  difference, 
ihould  be  made  between  the  gratuities  which 
an  ufurper  had  given  to  the  king's  cnemips,: 
for  the .  encouragement  of  his  faction,  and 
the  rewards  which  the  king's  mother's  had. 
beflowed  upon  one,  who,  next  to  the  ejirl 
of  Glocefler,  had  been  undeniaby  the  chief 
fupport  of  her  party.     T^his  reafoning  ap- 
peared fpeciousl;  but  it  was  inipoflible  for 
Henry  to  pay  any  regard  to  it,  without  over-^- 
turning  the  whole  fyftem  on,  which  he  pro- 
ceeded.    The  caufe  afSgned  fpr  thcfe  re- 
fumptions  was  not  a  defeft  in  the  title  of  the 
grantor,  (for  on  that  foot  it  is  apparent  that 
Stephen  himfelf  could  not  have  agreed  to  it) 
nor  any  unworthinefs  in  thofe  who  had  re- 
ceived fucb  favors  from  that  prince,  but  the 
ijecelTity  of  recovering  thfe  juft  arid  infepa- 
irable  rights  of  the  crown.     To  have  made 
a  diilindion  between  the  grants  of  Matilda 
and  Stephen  would  have  done  that  which  the 
king  was  moft  careful  to  avoid;   it  would 
have  revived  the  former  animofities,  and  car- 
ried an  appearance  of  his  adling  from  nao- 
tives,    not;  of  royal   oeconomy   and   public 
expediency,  but  of  party- revenge:  whereas, 
by  this  c^ual  and  impartial  proceedings  h^ 

left 
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left  the  adherents  of  Stephen  no  caufe  to 
complain,   or  apprehend  any  ill-ufage,    in 
other  refpefts,  on  account  of  their  paft  con- 
duift.     And,  undoubtedly,  if  all  diftrufts  of 
that  nature  had  not  been  entirely  removed 
by  his  prudence  and  candor,  the  peace  of  the 
nation  could  not  long  have  continued.     The 
earl   of   Hereford,   therefore,   had  not,   in 
reality,  fufficient  grounds  for  his  quarrel : 
but  heated  by  youth  and  the  inftigations  of 
Mortimer,  he  fecretly  left  the  court,  with  a 
refolution  to  defend  the  tower  of  Glocefter, 
and  the  caftle  of  Hereford,  againft  Henry^s 
claim.     As  he  was  allied  by  his  mother  to 
the  Welfti,  and  had  great  eftates  in  \yales^ 
he  procured  fome  troops  from  that  nation  j 
and  flattered  himfelf,  that,  by  afting  in  con- 
jundtion  with  Mortimer,  he  (hould  be  able 
to  engage  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  marches^ 
and  counties  adjacent  to  them,  in  the  fupport 
of  his  caufe.     This  infurredtion  might  indeed 
have  proved  very  troublefome  and  dangerous, 
to  the  kingdom,  efpecially  if  the  earl  of  Al-> 
bemarle  had,  according  to  his  promife,  taken 
up  arms  in  the  north.     But  Gilbert  Foliot, 
bifliop  of  Hereford,  a  wife  and  virtuous  pfe- 
late,  went  to  the  earl  of  Hereford,   whofe 
kinfman  he  was,  and  fo  wrought  upon  him» 
by  the  force  of  his  exhortations  and  argu-^ 
ments,  that  he  perfuaded  him  to  flop  on  the 
brink  of  the  precipice,  and  give  up  the  twa 
caftles.     Henry  not  only  pardoned,  but  re-* 
ftored  him  to  favor,  remembering;  his  father's^ 
U  4  merits 
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merits  and  knowing  there  vfi&  fcHziethirig  fo 
hard  in  hia  cafe^  that  it  might  readbn&bly 
excufe  fuch  a  fally  of  pai3jon>  in  a  young 
nian^    who  had  an  hereditary  greatnefs  of 
fpdrit.      Thus  was  this  ftrong  confederacy 
broken :    but  Mortioier^  though  abandoned 
by  both  his  friends,  would  not  lay  down  his 
arms.     Henry,  incenfed  at  his  obftinacy,  Icid 
a  great  army  againft  him,  with  which,  hav- 
ing divided  it  into  three  bodies,  he  at  once 
affaultcd  the  three  caftles  of  Clefbury,'  Wig- 
more,  and  Bridgenorth ;  and  though  it  was 
expe&ed  that  «ach  of  them  would  ftand  a 
long  fie^e,  they  were  all  furrendcred  to  him 
V.  Rtdalphi  iu  a  fhort  time.   Before  that  of  Bridgenorth, 
NignChroni-  ^hich  was  defended  by  Mortimer,  he  com- 
fo^.  Bib'    manded  in  perfdn,  and  expofed  himfclf  to  ib 
Cotton.  Vcf-  much  danger,  that  he  would  there  have  been- 
??t"  3^f«b'  ^^^>  if  *  faithful  vaffal  had  not  preferred 
dnol  m65*    bis  life  to  his  own.    For  while  he  was  bu(ied 
in  giving  orders  too  near  the  wall,  Hubert 
de  St.  Clare,  conftable,  or  governor,  of  Col- 
chefter  caftle,  who  ftood  by  his  fide,  ifeeing 
an  arrow  aimed  at  him  by  one  of  Mortimer's 
archers,  flepped  before  him,  and  received  it 
in  his  own  breaft.     The  wound  was  mortal : 
he  expired  in  the  arms  of  his  mafter,  recom- 
mending his  daughter,  an  only  child  and  an 
infenti  to  the  care  of  that  prince.     It  is  hard' 
to  fay  which  moft  defervea  admiration,    ar 
^bjeft  who  died  to  fave  his  king,  or  a  king 
wlK)fe  perlbnal  virtues  could  render  his  fafety 
fo  dear  ^o  a  fubje€t,  whom  he  had  not  obliged 

_  by 
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by  atiy  cxtraoriiftary  favors  f  The  daughter 
of  Habcrt  was  educated  by  Henry,  with  all 
the  affeftion  that  he  owed  to  the  memory  of 
her  iRither,  and  when  {he  had  attained  te  ma- 
turity wag  honorably  tt>arxied  to  William  do 
Longueville,  a  nobleman  of  great  diftinftion, 
oil  tonditioft  c^  his  taking  the  name  of  St. 
Clare>  which  the  gratitude  of  Henry  defircd 
to  perpetuate. 

Mortimer,  being  conftrainfed  to  furrender 
at  difcretion,  expedtcd  no  mercy  from  an 
exafperated  fovereign,  whofe  power  he  alone 
had  presumed  to  defy.  His  haughty  fbirit 
now  funk,  and  humbled  itfelf  to  fupplica-. 
tions  for  mercy.  Henry  was  fatisfied,  for- 
gave him  his  revolt,  and  left  him  in  freepof- 
feflion  of  all  his  honors  and  eftates,  except 
thofe  that  belonged  to  the  demefne  of  the 
crown^ 

Thus  was  concluded  this  important  and 
airduous  bufinefs,  in  the  profecutioft  whereof 
the  king  adorned  the  beginning  of  his  reign 
with  the  moft  illuftrious  proofs  of  two  royal 
virtues,  by  the  happy  union  of  which  the 
honor,  the  peace,  and  the  profperity  of  a 
government  are  chiefly  fupported,  great 
JSrmne/s  and  great  clemency-.  The  undertak- 
ing, naoft  certainly,  was  full  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  even  to  the  mightieft  monarch; 
but  befedes  the  perfonal  qualities  which  en- 
8ble4  Henry  to  ad  fuccefsfully  in  it,  he 

was 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


«98  HISTORY    of    t^he    LIFE 

Book  n.     was  aflifted  by  the  general  fenfe  of  the  ria-  - 
"^  ^  ^    tion  ;  and,  with  this  on  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment, no  ftrength  of  private  intereft  ever 
was   au  overmatch   for    the   power   of  the 
crown  ileadily  and  wifely  adminiftcred. 

Gcrv.  chron.      The  prefent  quiet  of  the  kingdom  being 
fabanii.1155.  j^Qy^  ^g]2  fecured,  it  was  proper  to  extend 
the  care  of  the  legiflature  to  future  times. 
Henry  therefore  called  a  parliament'  to  meet 
him  at  Wallingford,  foon  after  Eafter,  in 
the   year   eleven   hundred    and   fifty     five, 
which  fettled  the  fucceffion  ^f  the  crown, 
after  his  deceafe,  upon  his  eldeft  fon William, 
who  was  then  but  three  years  old;  and,  in 
cafe  of  the  death  of  William  (which  hap- 
pened foon  afterwards)  upon  Prince  Henry, 
a  fecond  fon,  born  to  him  at  London  in  the  ' 
month  of  March  this  year.     Oaths  of  fealty 
were  accordingly   taken   to  both;  anjd  we^ 
niay  aifurcdly  infer  from  this,   as  well  as 
many  other  fafts,  that  no  right  of  birth,  how 
indisputable  foever,   was  thought,  in  thofe 
days,  a  fufficient  title  to  convey  the  fuccef- 
fion, without  a  parliamentary  acknowledge-, 
xrent  of  it,  followed  and  confirmed  by  feu- 
dal engagements.     For,  if  the  crown   had 
then  defcended  of  courfe  to  the  eldeft  fon  of 
the  king,  it  would  i)ot  have  been  neceffary  to 
fummon  a  parliament  purely  on  this  account, 
Henry  indeed  found  no  difficulty  to  obtain 
their  confent.  The  Normans  and  Englifli  were 
equally  defiroqs  to  fix  their  monarchy  in  thq. 
fgmily  of  a  well-beloved  pfince,  who  fprung 

froixi 
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from  the  kings  of  both  nations.  The  fac- 
tion of  Stephen,  if  it  ftill  exifted,  was  filent. 
Henry's  refpedable  and  popular  government, 
his  juAice,  his  moderation,  and  the  great 
kindnefs  with  which  he  treated  them,  when 
it  could  not  poflibly  be  imputed  to  any  weak- 
ncfs  or  fear,  took  from  them  the  inclination, 
as  well  as  the  ability,  of  oppoiing  his 
will. 

In  this  great  flow  of  prbfperity,  when  all 
difficulties  gave  way  to  his  power  and  for- 
tune, if  he  had  defired  to  aflume  a  defpotic 
authority,   he,   probably,  might  have  fuc- 
cccded.    For,   there  is  no  time  of  greater 
danger  to  liberty^  than  the  firft  calm,  that 
fucceeds  to  a  long  continuance  of  intefline 
commotions.    Befides  a  general  dread  in  the 
body  of  the  people  of  lofing  again   their 
newly-recovered  tranquillity,  there  is  ufu- 
ally,  in  fuch  a  feafon,  a  contcft  between  the 
two  parties,  which  (hall  outgo  the  other  in 
flattering,  and  making  court  to  the  prince ; 
and  thofc  are  moft  fcrvile,  who  think  they 
have  moft  to  fear,  or  leaft  to  hope,  from 
their  paft  behaviour.      Henry  might  have 
availed  himfelf  of  thefedifpofltions,  as  other 
kings  have  done  in  a  flmilar  fltuation  :  but 
he   faw  further,    and  judged   better,   than 
thofe  who  take  fuch  advantages  to  encreafe 
iheir  power.     He  well  underftood  the  tem-^ 
per  of  the  nation,  capable,  perhaps,  of  fub- 
mitting.to  abfolute  monarchy,  in  the  firft 

violent 
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violent  fliid  thoughtlefs  emotions  6f  love  of 
f(par>  but  always  incapftble  of  enduring  k 
long.  And  even  fuppoiing  he  could  bmk 
the  vigour  of  their  fpirit^  and  tame  it  tx> 
fervitude^  he  knew  that  die  mafter  of  a  peq-* 
pie  fo  debafed  and  deje Aed  muft  necefiarily 
himfelf  be  funk  by  their  vllenefs,  and  could 
not  be  a  great  king.^  Thefe  refledioHs  oon- 
curring  with  a  generous  fenfe  of  virtuc,which 
appears  to  have  been  deeply  fixed  in  his 
itiind)  he  readily  determined  by  what  policy 
he  Should  govern  this  kingdom*  In  mother 
parliament^  held  at  London  ibdn  after,  thid 
tima^  or  rather  in  the  fame,  adjourned  to^ 
See  the  char-  *hat  city,,  he  granted  to  his  people  a  ^barter 
tcr  in  the  Ap-  of  liberties^  confirming  that  of  hi$  grandfether, 
?f£' ''"  King  Henry  the  FiriL    ^ 

Thus,  by  the  magnanimity  of  this  entfel*^ 
lent  prince,  wasr  the  whole  flate  of  £ng]ai)4^ 
which  had  fuiFared  alike  by  tyranny  and  by 
fa<^on»  compkatly  re^edablifhed  in  jthof^ 
legal  rights,  that  were  the  pi^oper  fences  to 
guard  it  from  both  thofe  evik.  It  watf  not 
indeed  fo  well  fecuiied,  dthdr  ffom  the  one^ 
or  the  other,  as  it  is  by  the  wifdom?  of  ouf 
prcfent  conftitution  :  but,  from  ibe  mixturt 
of  Saxon  cuiloms,  which  mitigated  and  tem^ 
pcred  the  Norman  inftitutions,  it  was  th4 
befl  feud^  government  fabfiiling,  nt  that 
time,  in  any  part  of  the  world*  Nor  wait 
Henry  content  with  having  only  re^re4 
good  lawB  to  hi$  people.     Hie  did  mor^i 

he 
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lie  ei^wced  the  good  execution  of  thofe  ^o6k  n. 
laws.  This  was  a  tafk  of  no  fmall  difficulty^ 
arid  which  requiied  the  afkivity,  the  fpirit, 
the  refblution,  and  that  fervour  of  2eal  for 
the  fcrvicc  of  the  publick,  with  which  his 
mind  was  endued.  The  manners  of  the  na- 
tion were  to  be  changed.  During  the  reign 
of  his  predece^r  the  law  had  been  an  empty 
nanie.  Even  where  violence  did  not  abfo- 
lutely  controul  it,  the  partiality  of  party  and 
the  iniquity  of  the  times  corrupteii  the  whole 
adminidiration  of  juftice.  Appeals  to  the 
crown,  the  conftitutional  and  neceffary  re- 
fburce  of  the  people  againft  the  too  frequent 
injultice  of  the  nobles,  had  loft  their  forcQ. 
The  king  had  not  power  to  give  the  foitors 
the  relief  they  deipanded.  Matilda's  friend; 
denied  his  authority,  and  againft  his  own 
adherents  he  durft  not  exert  it,  left  it  fhould 
provofce  them  to  lave  him.  Nor  were  the 
lives  of  his  iubje<fts  more  fecure  than  their 
properties*  The  fword  of  every  ru^n  v«ras 
ftronger  dian  that  of  the  magiftrate,  and  the 
.  moft  notorious  criminals  found,  not  only 
protection,  but  reward  and  advancement,  if 
to  their  private  enormities  they  joined  a  re» 
merfdbefs  and  daring  alacrity  in  carrying  ern 
the  horrors  of  civil  war.  Upon  the  agree- 
ment between  the  chiefs  of  the  two  con- 
tending factions  fome  check  was  given  to 
thefe  difiwrders :  but  the  habits  of  liceniiouf- 
nefs  had  gained  too  much  ftrength  to  be 
quickly  ovefcome.     Henry  applied  his  ut- 

moft 
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moft  endeavours  to  fubdtre  them,  and  to  ac- 


Bornm.  iq 
Appeodic^. 

V.  Pctrum 
Biefenf.  ut 
liipra. 


30t 

fiookS. 

vrNeubrig.  complifti  the  heroical  work  of  reftoring  the 
l.ii.  ci.  purity  and  vigour  of  juftice,  and  fettlinrg 
Fno^'?  ^"4  S^^^  order,  good  morals,  and  good  difcip- 
Brompton  fab  line  again  in  his  kingdom.  He  attended 
son  1 555  perfonally  at  the  ludgmeiipt  of  all  greater 
cpift.  66.  ad  ^^^f^s  m  his  own  court,  and  made  frequertt 
GualtcTi  progreffes  into  the  feveral  counties,  that  he 
cpi«cop.  Pa-  niight  the  better  difcover  and  remedy  all 
abufes  in  the  rural  jurifdiftions,  dr  in  the  be* 
haviour  of  the  judges  whom  he  fent  thither, 
as  his  delegates,  to  adminifter  juftice.  He 
did  not  (fays  a  writer,  to  whom  he  was  per«^ 
fonally  and  intimately  knovrn)  ^t  Jiill  in  bis 
palace^  as  mofi  other  kings  do^  but  going  over 
the  provinces  explored  tbe  aSions  of  all  bis 
fubjeSiSf  cbiefiy  judging  tbofe  wbom  be  bad  ap^ . 
pointed  tbe  judges  ofotbers.  A  conftant  fenfc 
of  the  fuperintendance  of  the  royal  authority 
was  thus  kept  up  in  the  minds  of  his  people  ; 
and  the  power  of  the  crown,  which  they 
had  been  ufed  to  dcfpife  or  hate,  was  madfe 
both  refpedable  and  amiable  to  them  :  the ' 
intermediate  powers,  eftablifhed  by  the 
lyftem  of  the  feudal  conftitution,  were  duly 
controuled ;  and  the  diforder  attending  the 
abufe  of  thofe  powers  in  the  feveral  parts  of 
that  fyftem  was  prevented.     The  meaneft 

teafant,  who   fued   for  juftice  againft  the 
igheft   nobleman,    was    favorably   heard, 
and  obtained  from  the  king  a  fpeedy  redrefs 
of  his  wrongs.     Robbers    and   freebooters 
were  put  to  death  without  mercy]  and  every 
2  other 
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other  breach  of.  the  peace  was  correded  by 
exemplary  puifhments;  fo  that  even  the  moft 
profligate  were  awed  and  reftrained.  Public 
Jecurity  being  reftored  by  this  neceffary  ri- 
.gour,  and  by  the  continued  adivity,  vigi- 
lance, and  firmijefs  of  the  fovereign,  in  fup- 
prejSing  whatever  had  a  tendency  to  produce 
inteftine  troubles,  the  farmer,  and  the  huf- 
bandman,  the  merchant,  and  the  manufac- 
turer, returned  to  their  occupations,  the 
towns  and  villages  were  repeopled  ;  agri- 
culture and  commerce  revived  and  flourifhed, 
virtue  and  religion  were  encouraged  and  pro- 
moted. Such  were  the  confequences  of 
Henry's  beneficent  government;  and  thus 
he  obtained  the  higheft  glory  a  king  can 
qbtain ;  that  of  havibg  reformed  a  depraved 
and  corrupted  flate* 

In  theie  affairs  he  was  ferved  ably  (and 
to  chufe  able  fervants  is  the  mod:  necefiary 
part  of  royal  wifdom)  by  thofe  whom  he 
cntrufted  with  the  adminiftration.  They 
were  all  perfons  whom  approved  and  eminent 
merit  recommended  to  his  favor.  Robert 
de  Bellomont  earl  of  Leicefter  was  gran4 
jufticiary,  a  poft  not  ufually  filled,  in  that 
age,  by  a  layman  >  or  at  leaft  not  by  a  lay- 
man, without  fome  prelate  being  joined  in 
commiffion  with  him :  but  Henry,  who 
'  faw  the  clergy  too  powerful,  did  not  think 
it  advifeable  to  ftrengthen  them  ftill  more^ 
by  fuch  an  addition  of  power  as  that  office 

gave; 
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gave  I  defiring  rather  to  make  die  aothoritjr 
of  it  a  curb  to  that  of  the  church«  He  thece^ 
fore  joyned  two  laymen  in  the  commifliOQ^ 
the  earl  of  Leicefter  .and  Richard  de  Lucy. 
The  former  was  a  perfon  of  great  prudeac^, 
and  yet  o£  a  rcfoiute  fpirit^  very  proper  to 
maintain  the  rights  of  the  ftate  agaioft  the 
attempts  of  the  clergy  and  the  pope^  which 
he  was  the  better  enabled  to  peribrm,  be- 
caufe  hk  known  piety  and  the  regularity  of 
his  life  (tt  him  above  the  imputation  of  ir- 
religion^  uA:ially  thrown  in  tbait  age  upoa 
any  of  the  laity  who  dared  to  reisft  tfae 
lifurpations  of  Rome. 

His  colkgtae  was  a  gestlemaii  of  confide'- 
rable.rank^  and  one  who  bad  diiliaguifl»ed 
himfelf  as*  a  foldier,  btft  jained  to  hia  va- 
lour, and  military  abilities,  the  knowledge 
of  a  lawyer  and  talents  of  a  fkztefmtiu  In 
chtiling  him  to  i^are  d&is  olice  Henry  gave 
a  new  proof  of  his  not  being  in^uenced  by 
the  fpirit  of  party,  and  of  having  ewcirely 
banidied  thofe  refen^ments,  which  a  narrow 
mind,  or  a  bad  heait,  would  have  reamed 
and  indulged.  For  Richard  de  Lucy  bad 
been  highly  in  favor  with  Stephen^  nor  hid 
he  ever  betrayed  him  or  defertedi  his  fervice. 
A  little  before  th^  agreement  of  that  I^fng 
with  Henry  we  find  him  in  arm^  agamft  die 
latter  :  and  by  an  article  of  that  treaty  d» 
tower  of  London  and  Windibr  caftle  were 
put  into  his  cuftody }  which  muft  hwQ  been 
^  done 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


d  #     K  t  N  G     H  B  f^  k  y     JL  $0$ 

iione  at  the  defire  of  Stephen,  becaufe  it  ap-  J^QQ^g*^ 
pears  that  he  gave  no  fecuritics  for  his  fide- 
lity to  Aim  in  that  truft :  whereas  he  was 
obliged  to  give  his  fon  to  Henry^  as  a  hpf- 
tage  for  the  delivery  of  thofe  forts  to  that 
prince  after  the  death  of  the  king*  But  it 
is  probable  that  Henry  approved  the  choice 
made  by  Stephen,  from  the  reputation  of 
integrity  which  Richard  de  Lucy  had  gained: 
and  that  character,  with  the  abilities  he 
foon  difcovefed  in  him  on  a  nearer  acquain-^ 
tance,  was  now  the  caufe  of  his  advance-* 
ment  to  this  high  dignity.  His  condud  in 
it  juftified  the  prudence  of  Henry.  He  was 
one  of  the  faithfulleft  and  beft  fervants  that 
any  prince  ever  employed,  ufeful  in  all  bufi-^ 
nefs,  and  as  fit  to  comniand  an  army,  as  to 
prefide  in  a  court  of  judicature,  or  a  council 
offtatc* 

The  archbilhop  of  Canterbury  was  treated 
by  the  king  with  great  regard,  and  had  ^ 
principal  (hare  in  the  adminiftration  of  go- 
vernment, which  he  deferved  by.thp  fervice? 
he  had  done  that  prince  in  affairs  of  the 
higheftimportance,  and  by  the  cordial  aff^edlion 
which  he  bore  to  his  perfon.  He  was  a  man 
whom  experience  and  knowledge  of  bufinefs 
had  naade  a  minifter  of  ftate  rather  than 
genius :  hs^ving  parts  good  enough  to  be 
jcfteemed,  and  not  great  enough  to  be  feared^ 
by  his  mafter.  Yet^  had  he  been  of  ai^ 
^nterprifing  temper, .  he  would  havp  giveij 
-  Vol,  IL  ^  X  troublf 
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Book  If.  trouble  to  governmeiit  t  for  whatev|&r  he  un* 
^  ^^'"-^  dertook  he  purfued  with  an  obftmate  and  uii-« 
daunted  refblution ;  as  Stephen  had  found  to 
his  cofi  on  fome  occafions.  But,  being  nc^W 
grown  old  ^  and  weary  of  fadion,  as  well  as 
diiinclined  to  any  quarrel  with  a  fovereign 
whom  he  loved,  he  tried  to  keep  the  church 
and  ftate  as  quiet  as  he  could  i  wbich  was  ail 
that  Henry  defired,  till,  fa^r  a  contintial  and  in^ 
fupportable  encreaiib  of  the  evik  at ifiag  fron^ 
the  unwarranted  preteniions  of  the  clergy,  he 
was  compelled,  for  the  fake  of  civil  £oci&ty,  ta 
attempt  a  reformation  of  thoie  abu&a* 

On  the  tecommendation  of  the  primate^ 
Thomas  Beckei  Mras  raife^  to  the  office  of 
Chancellor.  This  man,  the  mod  extraordi^ 
nary  of  the  age  he  lived  in,  and  from  the 
fingularity  of  his  character  (to  which  there 
are  few  parallels  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind) 
defendng  the  notice  of  all  %es,  was  born  at 
Ijondon,  in  the  year  eleven  hundired  and 
feventeen.  His  father  and  ancefl-ors  (as  he 
Epiil.  io8.  fays  himfelf  in  one  of  his  epiftles)  t&ere  citi* 
hi.  Broxell.  2;ens  tAere,  who  had  lived  contenUdh  and  quieth 
among  tbetr  jellow  ctti^ensy  and  were  not  the 
Imveji  among  them.  It  feems  that  his  educa« 
tion  was  intended  to  qualify  him  for  the 

^^Hiftom  ^^"f^'h-  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^'  ^^^*^  during  his  child* 
Qwdrlpati-  h5ocJ,  his  father  put  him  to  fchool  in  Mef* 
ta.  Vic. ct  ton  abbey;. and,  when  he  had  attained  to 
iTcLw?.' ^^^^^^^»  fent  him  to  finiOi  his  ftudies  at 
'  Paris.    After  fome  time^  he  returned  from, 

dience 
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in  the  fhierlff's  pffioi  thete,  ahd  then  itttfCH-  j^^^I^iiK 
^ttt^d  156  the  lBkthb±{titip  of  GanWrburyi  Whd  Paris.  aim# 
36ndin^  hito'a  toWh  ol"  uhcommon  parfS^  "^93* 
and'  brftff  capti^itcd  with  bis  graceful  and 
Wiiinittgf  addrcffi/  gave  him  th*  livings  of  St; 
Maty  U  Sfraiid  and  Otteford  in  Kent^  and  Qaadraogn*^ 
c$fe«3iined  €6t^  him  «#o^rtbend«  in  the  tatbe^  G«^*  *ft. 
tkalij^  6f  L«)iiaciii-  aiid  Liftc^ohV.  -  -Thcfe  bcA^Si^  Sr!'^^^^^ 
<^^  he,  probablyi  held  by  ihe  popt's  difpenfa^  obaWoct  S.  * 
cloii;  (for  hd^as  yet  only  in  deacon's  orders)  Thoma^ 
attdf  dcfifrhig  to  ^uitKfy  himftlf  for  greitef* 
t>relbrment5  prevaikd  on  his  patrbn  to  fend 
bith  to  Bologna^  the  riioft  fanious  tiniverfity 
theft  in  th*  world,  rfpccially  far  the  ftudy  of 
*he  canon  and  citil  laW$,  which  of  all  fdences 
wa&  tftoft  likelv  to  procure  his  advancement^ 
eJther  ib-  the  church,  or  the  ftate*     After  re-' 
^&ng  there  a  year,  he  went  to  Aux-erf e  iii  Vit.  et  proc» 
Burgundy,  where  thofe  laws  were  alfo  taught  1  ^j  Thoma,  a( 
and  returned  into  England  no  niean  proficient 
in  thenj>  but  with  ftifi  fuperior  talents  for  nc?* 
gociation;  vsrhich  the  archbifliop  discovering, 
he  difpatched  him  fo6n  afterwards  as  his  agent 
to  the  po^d,  on  a  point  he  thought  of  great 
iftdnlent,  namely,  to  get  the  legatine  power 
reftoted  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury.  This  com-^ 
haiffion  was  petformcd  with  fuch  dexterity 
ahd  fucccfs,  that  the  archbifhop  entrufted  to 
fetim  all  his  moft  fecret  intrigues  with  th^e 
court  of  Rome,  and  particularly  a  matter  of 
the  higheft  importance  to  England,  the  fol^rf 
Kciting  from  the  pope  thofe  prohibitory  let^ 
X  2  ten 
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jiarg  againft  the.crftyv:nii>g^iQf^P0inc?,E.u^ 
^kvT^-'  ^y  which  that,  defigrt:  \ya'S^  ^eftfttf^H  ^    ThQ?t 
fV/>  -      was  gr^at  difficjftlty^n.coo4-^i^^ 

:  .  •  pef§ :.  for,  though  ^SiigSPiv^^  the.  Third, -jvh^ 
then:hcld  the  pontificate,  h^:quan:dtl€;d  \fith 
.Stephen,  yet  as  :th€;.de4iQn  ejf.^^fc  a>o*orarc.ii 
...  .--.-...n  fea4  beea  jat^f}e4;:!?y' jhgrpapal 

.     -  -  v"^  jw as  y^ry.  prej \zdici4l-! tOo the ^^honqFvpf  ^Rbmiej 

' ". '  ^  IV '  -^-^^^  ^^  fllould  ]b^.  4?<^^f^i?d..  bysilhejama  ;ai«T 

'  ^      ;  .^^.  lhwity„,'a  perjpted  ujfi|fp.?rv  :d^Lpr>q in(lecd> 

.-r/:..:  |iv^s'-it  the  intere^^  of  .thatvfee  tOjiCOnope^-ate^ 

^n  fupporting:  the  pretenfiops,  of  H^nry  Plf^n-r 

tagenet,  agaLoft  the  fon  of  StR|pKen,  .ifit^fSr 

fired,  to  maintain  the;  encToachinents^it  had 

^made>  •  upop  the ,  righ^s^^of  the  Englifli  mo-r 

•       Ji^rcb^  during  the  rejgn  of  hiis  father.     A^tii 

therefore  (as  we  are  informed  by  an  anecdote 

Ep'tfi.i4.l.iv.  preferved  to  us  in  a  letter  of  Becket)'  one  of 

the  cardinals,  who  favored  Euftace,  told  th"* 

(pope  oA  this  occafipnj  that  >V  ivqti/J  ie  eafier 
to  bold  a  ram  hy  the  horns  than  a  lion  by  tb€ 
tail.  The  ftrength  and  power  of  Euflacei 
whofe  foreign  dominions  v/ere  hut  fmall, 
compared  with  thofe  .  of  Henry,  certainly 
could  notvbe  fohard  to.<:pntend  with,  nor 
was  it  probable,  that  lus  authority  in  the 
kingdom  of  England  wou|ci  be  to  firmly  and 
facurely  eftablifhed  asjlenry's,  if  the  latter 
ihould  recover  the  crown  of  his  aqceftprs* 
This  was  a  confideration  which  it  behoved 
the  court  pf  Rome  to  regard  with  great  at- 
tention, before  they  took  any  nieafures  to 
oppofe  the  fucceflion  of  Euflacej  efpecially 
.     •    *  • '  as 
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ab  there  was  no  rcafon  to  believe,  that  the 
principles  and  maxims  of  government  infufed 
into  Henry  .would>rincline  him  to  acquiefce 
in  their  ufucpations.  For  Becket  hiinifelf 
obferyes,  in  the  above-^cited  letter,  that,  when 
he  came,  to  the  crown,  ke  oppofed  the  liberty 
of  the  churchy  by  a  kind  of  hereditary  right ; . 
his  father  having  refifted  it,  in  feveral  in* 
ftances,  with  remarkable  fptrit.  Euftace  then 
might  jxiiUy  hope,  that  he  ftiould  be  favored 
by  the  policy  of  the  Vatican ;  and  there  was 
the  lefs  probability  that  Eugcnius  could  be 
brought  to  ad:  againft  hinir  ^S  Stephen  in  that 
conjiinfture,  had  a  miniftci*  at  Rome,  virho 
h^d  much  influence  over  the*  mind  of  that 
pontiff,  namely,  Her^ry  de  Murdac  j  to  whom 
Eugenius  himfclf  had  given  the  fee  of  York 
(as  I  have  before  related)  and  whom  Stephen, 
who  had  long  refufed  to  acknowledge '  him, 
hud  now  received,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  Gerv.  ot  fa- 
papal  bull  for  the  coronation  of  his  fon.  But  ^^'^^  ^^^^ 
the  implacable  hatred  of  the  pope  againft  ann*ii52. 
him,  and  Beckot's  great  abilities  in  ncgocia- 
tion,  overcame  all  the  weighty  arguments 
and  powerful  intereft  on  the  fide  of  th^t 
prince ;  which  happy  fuccefs,  in  an  affair  of 
fuch  confequence  and  fo  much  difficulty,  gave 
Becket  a  merit,  not  only  to  the  prelate  by 
whom  he  was  employed,  but  alfo  to  Henry, 
'which  was  the  firfl  foundation  of  his  high 
fortune.  At  his  return  into  England,  the 
archbifliop  conferred  upon  him  feveral  new 
favors,  making  him  provoft  of  Beverley  and 
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Book  11.  (iean  of  IJaftings,  which  benefices  he  held 
tit^st^n  together  with  the  former;,  and  juft  before 
]aYit.Be(;ktt.the  death  of  Stephen  thdr'^aschdeaconry  of 
Canterbury  was  Hkewife  giv^ep  to  him  by 
the  fame  prelate.  But  thefe  Were  only  thd 
beginnings  of  his  advaneement.  For,  imme-^ 
diately  after  Henry '^  acceffion  tQ  the  throne, 
he  ivas  made  the  king's  chancellor,  at  tho 
requeft  of  his  patron,  who  thougJit  m>  dig- 
nity or  truft  above  his  merit.  Nor,  in  doipg 
this,  did  Heiiry  pieafe  the  arcbb^fliOLp^  alone. 
Becket's  promotion  muft  have  been  extremely 
agreeable  to  the  Englifh ;  as  he  was  the  firft 
of  that  nation,  fince  the  ktter  y^sars  of  the 
reign  of  Williani  the  Conqueror,  on  whom 
any  great  office,  either  in  the  church  or  ftate, 
had  been  conferred  by  the  king5  of  Nornian 
r^ce ;  the  exclusion  of  them  from  aU  digni- 
ties being  a  maxim  of  policy,  cklivered  down 
by  that  monarch  to  his  fons,  and  founded  (as 
r  ^*/li?'  ^^  ^^  *^^^  ^y  William  of  Malmfbury)  on  the 
fed.$o/d0  alarming  example  of  what  had  be^len  the 
WiB,  ft  Danes  in  England,  after  the  deceafe  of  Ca- 
nute the  Gjeat.  For  the  Englifli  having  been 
fuffered,  by  the  indulgence  of  Canute>  to  re- 
tain under  him  a  large  Ihare  of  honors^  and 
power,  the  confequence  was,  that  they  foon 
recovered  the  government,  and  drove  out  the 
foreigners.  Whether  the  expulfion  of  the 
latter  was  really  owing  to  the  caufe  here  af- 
figned,  or  to  their  own  provoking  infolence, 
may  well  be  difputed :  but  this  opinion,  un- 
queftionably,  prevailed  too  much  in  the  minds. 

of 
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of  the  Normans,  and  continued  too  long. 
Even  Henry  the  Firft,  who  courted  the  af- 
fe<aion  of  the  £ngli(h,  as  the  chief  ftrength 
of  his  throne,  and  in  other  refpefts  was  kind 
to  them^  adhered  to  this  maxim,  more  per* 
haps,  from  an  apprehenfion  of  offending  the 
NortoanS,  than  any  jealoufy  in  himfelf.  Ste- 
phen and  Matilda  feem  alfo  to  have  adted  ojx 
the  fame  principle :  fo  that  this  diflionor- 
dble  mark  of  humiliation  and  inequality  re-- 
fiiained  fixed  on  that  people,  till  the  aufpi- 
cious  reign  of  Henry  Plantagenet.  He  was 
the  firft  who  took  it  oif :  and  certainly  this 
deferves  to  be  celebrated  among  the  moft 
memorable  and  moft  laudable  adts  of  his  life; 
being  that  which  removed  all  appearance  of 
a  conqueji^  and  entirely  completed  the  incor- 
poratifig  union  between  the  two  nations, 
which  his  royal  grandfather  had  formed,  but 
had  not  brought  to  full  perfedtion.  He  might, 
poffibly,  be  more  inclined  to  favor  the  En- 
gliih,  as,  by  his  grandmother,  he  defcended 
from  the  Anglo-Saxon  kings  :  but  one  may 
better  afcribe  the  kindnefs  he  (hewed  them 
to  large  and  generous  notions  of  policy,  which 
madejiim  defire  to  widen  the  foundations,  on 
which  the  government  of  England  had  ftood 
for  fome  time  :  foundations  too  narrow  for 
the  fuperfiru6lure  of  glory  and  publick  good, 
which  his  noble  ambition  and  extenfive  be* 
nevolence  afpired  to  raife.  The  work,  in- 
deed, was  to  him  lefs  difficult  than  it  would 
have  been  to  his  grandfather :  for  England 
X  4  had 
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Book  it.    h^d  now,  (as  a  contemporary  author  .tells  ua) 

V^Ailredus    tiot  only  a  king  J  but  many  bijhops  and  abbots  ^ 

Abb.  Riv.  de  many  great  earls  and  noble  knights^  whoj  being 

y''}'^^'^%'de/cended  botk  from  the  Norman  and  Engltft> 

p,49i;  n.  40.  bloodi  were  an  ponor  to  the  one  and  a  comfort  to 

the  other.  This  happy  efFedt  of  the  iater-mar-' 

Hages  between   the   two    nations  naturally 

lefl'ened  the  jealoufy,   which,  for  almoft  a 

century,  had  been  fo  ftrong  in  tht?  Normans. 

Put  a  prince  of  narrow  foul  would  not  have 

feen  the  practicability,  or  comprehended  the 

Utility  of  departing  from  the  maxim  his  pre- 

decelTors  had  a4hered  to :  and  it  would  have 

been  fmgly  fufficient  to  iHqftratc  tjie  reign  of 

Henry  the  Secondi  that,  by  putting  an  en4 

to  this  diflindtipn,  as  well  as  to  tha(  which 

the  fury  of  civil  difcord  had  lately  produced, 

he  opened  the  temple  of  Honor  to  all  meritji 

called  forth  every  virtue,  and  every  talent 

into  the  fervice  of  the  publick,  and  made 

himfelf   the   common    father  of   his   own 

people. 

jjcDd£daie;s      ^he  chancellor  of  England,  at  this  time, 

^^iciaies,  &     had  no  diltinct  (:ourt  or  judicature,  m  which 

Madox'«Hift.  he  prefided ;  but  he  adled  together  with  the 

^t.t^^Tt^^^^  and  other  great  officers  in  matters  of 

the  revenue,  at  the  exchequer,   and  fome- 

times  in  the  counties,  upon  circuity.    The 

great  feal  being  in  his  quftpdy,  h?  fupervifc^ 

and  fealed  the  writ^  and  precepts,  that  ifrue4 

in  proceedings  pending  in  the  king's  court, 

and  in  the  exchequer.    He  alfo  fupervifed  all 

charters^  whiph  were  to  be  fcakd  with  that 

feal* 
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leal.  Mr.  Madox  dbferves,  that-  he  waft 
ufually  a  bilhop  or  prelate^  becaafe  he  wa& 
looked  upon,  as  chiefs  of  the  kin^s  chapel^ 
v^hich  was: under  his  fpecial  care^*  In  the 
council  his  rank  was  very  high.  It  feem$ 
that  he  had  the  principal  direction  and  con* 
dudt  of  all  foreign  affairs,  performing  moft 
of  tliat  buiincfs  which  is  now  done  by  the  fe*- 
cretaries  of  ftate..  Such  wis  the  office  to 
which  Becket  was  raifcd :  but  the  favor  of 
his  mafter  made  him  greater  than  even  the 
power  of  that  office,  great  as  it  was  in  itfelf. 

The  bifliop  of  Winchefter,  who  had  hoped 
to  govern  the  kingdom,  had  ho  fhare  in  the 
miniftry,  or  none  that  /went  beyond  the  ap- 
pearance and  form  of  being  called  to  a  coun- 
cil, where  his  opinion  was  hardly  ever  fol- 
lowed, but  when  it  might  help  to  confirm 
and  authorize  that  of  others,  who  had  the 
confidence  of  their  matter.  Henry  was 
tod'honeft  to  love,  too  wife  \o  truft  him, 
and  too  ftrong  in  the  efteem  and  affeftion 
of  the  publick  to  fear  his  refentment.  Dif- 
gufted  at  this  negled,  and  imagining,  per- 
haps, that  by  intriguing  with  the  pope,  or 
the  king  of  France,  againft  Henrys  he  might 
be  able  to  revenge  himfelf  more  effe<ftually 
on  the  latter,  and  with  greater  fafety  to  him- 
felf, than  by  remaining  in  England,  he  pri- 
vately fent  hi$  tfeafures  out  of  the  realm,  and 
then  left  it  himfelf,  without  the  permiffion 
^f  his.  fove|-eign,  who  immediately  gave  or- 

der^t 
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der$,  that  all  the  fix  caftles  t^elonging  to  bitn 
in  England  ihould  be  demolimed.-^Tho 
blow  wa6  decifive — It  broke  at  once  all  his 
military  power  in  this  kingdom:  it  (hewed 
%  baldnefs  and  a  vigour  in  the  government, 
which  deterred  even  the  clergy  from  efpou^ 
fingbia  quarrel;  andas^  abroad^  he  did  not 
find  the  fupport  he  expe£ked«  he  was  com- 
pelled to  fubmit,  and  fue  for  leave  to  returiy 
to  his  biihopricki  which  Henry,  who  had 
fufEciently  puniihed  and  humbled  him,  wa« 
willing  to  grant,  but  confined  him  to  his 
bare  epifcopai  duties.  In  this  retirement,  fo 
very  unfuitable  to  his  temper,  he  pined  fbme 
vears,  unattended  tc^  and  almoit  forgotten 
by  the  publick;  after  having  made  and  un«» 
made  kings,  and  governed  with  more  than 
regal  power!  Nor  can  there  be  a  greater 
proof  of  the  ftrcngth  of  the  crown  and  the 
wifdom  of  the  king,  than  that  fo  crafty  smd 
bold  a  man,  fo  fkilful  in  courts,  fo  verfed  in 
faction,  could  neither  work  himfelf  ^ito  thei 
gcvcrnmcnt,  nor  make  it  oneafy ! 

Peace  and  obedience  being  thus  eftabliibed 
in  England,  Henry  had  leifure  to  attend  to 
his  foreign  affairs.  His  firft  buiinefs  was,  to 
do  his  homage  to  Louis,  for  the  many  Htf^ 
he  held  of  the  crown  of  France.  This  ceremo« 
ny  was  neceffary  at  the  end  of  a  war^  ii^ 
which  a  vailai  had  fought  againft  his  fove^ 
reign;  the  feudal  connection  between  tkem^. 
having  been  broken:  and  therefore  it  oughr 

to 
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to  have  been  paid  by  Hciiry,  upon  the  con- 
clufion  pf  the  p€«ice,  the  year  before.  But 
his  ficknef$|  which  came  upon  him  imme- 
diately a^^icv^ardsy  and  fo(ne  affairs  of  im- 
portance retarded  it  till  Stepl\en  died  j  and 
then  he  ymsr  forced^  as  foon  as  thd  commo- 
tions in.  Normandy,  and  the  wind  and  fea 
would  pctmit,  to  haflen  to  England.  During 
his  itay  in  this  ifland,  to  prevent  the  king  of 
Franqp  fpom  taking  any  umbrage  at  this  neg^ 
left,  or,  rather,  becaufe  he  was  fenfible  that 
fonjie  had  been  taken,  he  wrote  to  that  mo- 
narch, and  affured  him  of  his  willingnefs  to  y^  Dachcfa€#. 
pay  the  feme  hotiaage  which  he  had  paid  him  t.  iv^  cpift. 
before,  for-  all  the  dominions  which  he  held  ^' J^^^^^^^^^^ 
of  hiscrowp,  on  condition  of  Ibcha  reciprocal  epiftl  58. 
engagement  from  him,  as  the  duty  of  a  feudal 
lord  to  his  vaffaji  rcfquired.  It  was  the  more 
neceffary,  at  this  time,  that  fuchan  affurance 
fhould  be  given,  becaufe,  Henry  the  Firft 
having  difputed  the  nature  of  the  homage,. 
which  was  due  to  the  crqwn  of  France  from 
th«  dutchy  of  Normandy,  and  having  refufed 
to  pay  it  in  the  ufual  manner,  it  might  be 
apprehended,  that  his  g^andijbn,  being  now 
king  of  England,  vw)uld  make  the  fame  dif- 
ficulty,, tho'  he  had  fiibmitted  to  it  before 
his  elevation  to  that  rank.  But  he  avoided 
any  occafion  of  a  quarrel  with  Louis,  efpeci- 
ally  one  not  well  grounded;  and  declared, 
in  the  fame  letter,  that  «//  of  obedience^  re-* 
fpeSti  andaffeSlion  to  that  prince,  he  would 
couclude  a  peace  with  th©^  earl  of  Blois,  by 

re- 
Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


mSTQRX!07    T.HEltilFE 

referring  their rdliFerences  to  an  ami^ibJe  ar-  . 

bitratigft.    Thus  he  kept  every  thing  quiet 

in  France,  till  he  had  leifure  to  go  thither, 

which  he  did  very  early  in  the  year  eleven 

Gerv.  Chron.  hundred  and  fifty-fix.    He  then  performed 

eiDiwto.fub  jjis  homage  to  Louis  for  Normandy,  Aqui- 

Hovcdlnfub  taine,  Anjou,.  Maine,  and  Touraine.    That 

aon,  1155.    monarch  bad  reafon  (as  a  French  hifl:orian 

d  Franc^  ^  ^^    obfervcs)  tQ  trembk  when  be  received  it! 

fcbaa»,ii56.TJie  conjundtion  of  fo  many  and  fuch  great 

feudal  territories,  under  one  vaffal,  had  never 

happened  before  in  the  French  monarchy; 

and  gave  no  fmall  alarm  to  France;  as  the 

perfon  in  whom  they  v^rere  united  was  alfo 

King  of  England.    If  Louis  bad  taken  all  oc<- 

cafions  to  diminiih  this  formidable  power,  he 

would  have  adled  with   prudence:  but  he 

neglefted  a  good  one,  which  prefentcd  itfelf 

to  him  foon  after  this  time, 

'v.Noubrig.       It  has,    before,    been  told,    how  Henry 
Lilc.7,        Plantagenet  bad  very  unwillingly  been  com- 
pelled, at  the  death  of  his  father,  and  before; 
the  body  of  that  prince  was  bufied,  to  fwear 
that  he  would  perform  every  article  of  his 
will.     Agreeably  to  that  oath,   he  fliould, 
CKron.Norm.  after  he  had  gained  pofleflion  of  England, 
fobanD,n45.  have  rcfigned  the  earldoms  of  Anjou,  Tou- 
Slc^S^"*  ^^^"^»  ^^^  Maine,  to  QeofFry,  his  younger 
Imag.  hift.     brother.    But,  as  foon  as  he  was  crowned, 
^bann  1156.  he  applied  to  Rome  for  relief  from  the  obli- 
p!^Q48.     ^'  gatipn  of  this  oath :  reprefenting  to  the  pope 
that  hip  had  taken  it  by  conftraint,  and  in  ab- 

folute 
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:folutte  igodrifoce  bf.Mrhaf'.his  father^s.  will 
jcanteih^dr w^ch  lie:ol>jcid:ed  tcs;  int  this  par-» 
ticuldx^  as  beingH  unjufl^;  :  becau£t»r -agaiiiiift 
the  .ckarefl-  prbidples  ^of  mtiiralTightil  with^ 
{mt'hi&li^¥ingx26mmittedaby'fajaU  br.offeace^ 
jtl  df>pdi^d^ Jum  ofihiaiwholcpaterriai  inlief^ 

kiilhafi^sf  bf:jdifpQtifia|;iWith  oaths^  hals  very 
/ddom  xcSnfcAfl  u^cm  .proper'  applicatkm, .  to 
toioDCtle  tkeit!eligi03i  .^Qdco^rcieiuie  :i3^f  a 
^i«cjr>t;  .iMithi?hk .' Jntereflis^  or  his [  paffion's) 
iUnleisi  r^h«n;^another-  'ptinc&r:b£  i^reater 
powerir  ioc  Wemv4.  frieoa  Jto. the  •  interdifbL  o£ 
li»  pi^ij^iibasibpppfed  dic»jreq;U€fl{.  fHi^niT^ 
w^$  a:gi^Ml'^ng:!rhis  brother  wasaiufc^sA 
,vuho^ h^dRHQ:  'wrcdgbtia'  tbt  ibalalncq  of; |lcivv;et 
in-  Ectopic }:  which!  was  iwfoiulflyibiaminbd  by 
the  Qafuifl&.of  ctbeyialicafi>\vith{^^ 
AttentiQ'»,vfthAm-:th^  maitiffs.bfrtht  bafe.re- 
f?rre<i  tpfltfe^ie  iudgeftiofct.  /  It:  is  not  very 
C6|t^n  .Mi^h^thof  .Alf£ftAfi3Lisr:t3^Q.Eourthi;  or 
Adrian  fjther PMrthi  vivaa:'.thjen: PonttiFL  biit 
j^hfiffjOf  Jhc«»:*\vafe»in  t?ircumftdncc&  to  ren- 
der him;  venytdeOrous  «(f  Jfcfenry's  fricndihip. 
And,i  aa.^th/^r9  '>feas'j?e8%-i€a3(iething  h^rd  in 
itbfiicafepfulwt  pxinc^,  the  difpenfing  power 
of  RqtUij^;.  Jl^^aBfjplaufib^y,;ia8iwdll  as  ru&fuHy, 
e<erQifed^:*ift  i^^is*  1>^half,/o;i  jthis  fedafion. 
SielDg  tl\ut(8//oelftafed ;  frooa:  ihis  oath,  be  paid 
iio  regard,!«ither  to  the  ^iU  of  his  father,  or 
the  complaints  pf  his  :br<S)ther.  It  cOald  not 
imiecd  t^/fi^lpc^d  that  he  fhould,  after 
4  ./  '  GeoiFry 
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Geof&y  h^  openly  jointd  with  hia^  enemies 
to  fcize  thoi^  doiti^inions  by  force  of  ^msv 
\ifhcn:  he  had  no  titlb  to  them^  Oven  zllo^in^ 
the  will  to  bb  obligaooiy  upon  Hfenry  -,  ad  it 
was  d6ae  before  that  pfinoe  had  pcii^ilion  of 
Engkiid^  Confidering  the  time  when  he 
entered  into  that  league^  and  the  whole  pdr^ 
port  of  it^  ohe.cdiufttt  be  tnttcfa  Ibj^rtfed, 
that  the  a^edbn  of  Henry  £bould  hpcodkA 
towaords  a  brother^  who  had  fo  ttenaturally 
covenanted  bis  utter  deftrtiAiofi^  Bot  duf 
Geoffry  had  abundant  coufe  to  be  vety^weil 
fatisfied  with  having  been  pardoneci  a  tr&^km. 
of  &i  heitious  a  nature^  her  would  miiiier  f«^ 
linquifh  his  preteiKfions  to  the  CKifldoBls^  Hbt 
deceive  fome  wmpehfationsi  offiirod  to  him 
by  Henry,,  whoitk  ne  weitt  to  vifiv  at  RoiieA; 
tcsigether  widi  hii  Wkde  and  aunti  the  edunt 
and:countefs  of  FimiS^i,  feon  after  die  re^ 
tarn  of  that  ki&g  i^to  Ndrmaridy  fenHti  hh 
hto  interview  widi  LoOis^ji  whi<2h  ft^as  t6 
iiave  been  held  in  the  Firencb  Veisftt.  V/kut 
thdfe  compenfations  wefo  biAoi^  do6»  not 
inform  as :  but  we  are  tdd  that  He  ^parCtfd 
in  great  difcontent^  and  g^ng  to  his  caflles 
infefled  from  thence  ^  whole  <fOtitttf y  round 
about  t^eniv  As  there  was  to  ill  the  three 
earldoms  no  ifindlnumber  of  the  noltillty  and 
principal  gentry^who  wifhel  rather  to  be 
governed  by  a  pf^iiftce  of  iktit  Ovmr  fefidin^ 
conikntly  among  them>  and  6iii^  mhoft  pcM6t 
they  did  not  fear,  than  by  an  abfent  and  po-^ 
tent  monarchy  Oeqffiy  might  hdve  excited  A 

dangeroue 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


fir     ICING    H  EN  RY    H. 

dangerous  revolt  in  tbofe  parts,  if  Hettry» 
wfaofe  vigilance  was  a^ever  fiirprifed>  had  not^ 
immediately  upon  bis  departure^  a^tiibled 
an  aroiy^  with  which  he  marched  td^  oppofe 
htm,   and  having  divided  them  into  two 
bodies  laid  Aege  at  the  fame  time  to  two  of 
his  caftlfis^  jMirebeao  in  Anjou^  aftd  ChituHYi 
in  Tcmraine^     Nature  and  art  had  un^d  in 
fbrtifykig  the  latter:  but  nothing  cottld  thenf 
refifl  the  force  of  Henry's  arms*   Both  <raftk» 
were  taken  ^  and  the  vebd  prince  was  com^ 
pelled,  wfth  equal  forroW  and  ihatinfei  ph&tt 
more  to  have  recoorib  to  the^lendency  of  hlsr 
brother,  which  insratitade  itfclf  tould  not 
Weary  out.    Upon  his  fiirrendering  the  c^kr 
of  Loudon^  his  only  remaining  forteelE^,  Htntf 
fettled  on  him  a  pendon  of  a  thousand  poands' 
of  Englxfli  UKmey  and  two  diottfand  Angevin  i 
and  left  him  the  lands  belonging  to  hi^  tadlei^j^ 
hut  levelled  thde  to  the  ground)  thu^y  a^ 
once^  giving  hiih  a  maintenance,  not  un« 
iiiitahle  to  his  rank,  and  taking  from  him  th6 
metans  of  ndfiitg  new  difturba;)ces«     The  See  thf  hoi*. 
above-mentioned  fum  was  fcqual  to  an  income'^'*  ^^«  ^^**  • 
of  twenty  two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  SicT^JIToriilJ' 
of  our  money  in  theie  days^  befides  the  re«-  third  voioaie^ 
venues  arifing  from  his  lands :  and  it  would 
have  been  well  if  provifions  of  the  fame  at-- 
ture  had  always  been  made  for  the  younger 
brothers  of  kings  or  princes,  inftead  of  ap- 
penage^>  whith  gave  them  the  pofTeffion  of 
fortrefles,  by  which  their  ambition  was  often    , 
tempted  to  carry  them  into  faction  and  civil 
«  war. 
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yf^T.    Nfeyextliclefs  it;is  certain,  that,  by  all 
the.  rules  of  good  policy* .  thjc  Jcing  of  France 
ihduld  have  fupported  GeoiFry^s  claim,  and 
given  him  the  inrcftftitre  of  the  three  earl- 
dpms^tid  order  to  fiparatc  thofe  dominions 
from  Normaady  and  Aquiteme,  and  thereby 
kflien  th6  power  of  Henary  in  that  Icingdom-d 
but   he  'Overlooked  this   great  intereft;  or 
tbQtig)fet,  .that  haying; £b  tktely  received  ho- 
mage frdmhim  for  all  his  territories  in  France, 
ineludittgrthc  three  Earldoms,  hetrouldnot, 
9^  this  tkne^  difputie  fats* title  to  them;  efbe-* 
cially,  a^  it  was  ftrengthened  by  the  autho-^ 
?ity  ioTrthe  pope,  to  .which  he  paid,  on  all 
occafionfei  an  ifnplicLt  rcfped.     This  acqui-'* 
cfcence  on  his  part  was  of  much  advantage 
to  Henrys  who  alfb  found  his  account  in  the 
^dvance.s  he  had  made,  not  long  before,  to- 
wards a  peace  with  the  earl  of  Blois,  which 
tied  the  hands  of  that  prince,  and  prevented 
tViv^epift!  "^'  his  giving  any  affiftancc  to  GeofFry.     Indeed, 
divcrfor.  de    it  evidently  appears,  by  the  afts  of  a  council 
fp^^J:^/^^"^^;  which  Louis  held  this  year  at  Sciflbns,  that 
&  p.  Daniel,  the  fettling  a  general  peace  in  the  kingdom 
fubann.1155.  Qf  pfj^nce^  and  reftoring  agriculture,  com- 
merce, and  other  fruits  of  tranquility,  was 
the  objeft  that  the  king,  and  all  his  princi-*' 
pal  feudatories,  had  moft  at  heart :  of  which 
difpofition  Henry  availed  himfclf  in  this  con-«^ 
jundkure.     As  to  the  juftice,  or  moral  retU* 
,    tude,  of  his  proceedings  with'  Geoffry,  which 
fome  hiftorians  have  condemned  with  moft 
fevere  reproaches^  he  wpuW.  certainly  have 
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been  a  more  pious  Con,  if  he  had  not  dif- 
puted  his  father's  will:  but  whether  that 
Will  was  equitable  in  itfelf^  or  whether  his 
brother,  deferved  from  him  more  kindnefs 
than  he  met  with,  may  well  be  queftioned. 

England  feems  not  to  have  taken  any  part 
in  this  war :  but  Henry  was  attended,  through- 
out the  whole,  expedition,  by  his  chancellor,  ^?^*  ^'*'®"' 
Bucket.     This  minifter  was  now  become  his  et  in  a!a.*Ponl 
chief  favorite^  and  made  a  very  immoderate  ti^*  Ctntaar. 
ufe  of  his  favor.      Employments  and  trufts  J^omptSr"' 
of  all  kinds  were  heaped  upon  him,  without  Chron. 
meafure  or  propriety.     Belides  the  office  of  ^  ^^5^- 
chancellor  and  a  fcandalous  number  of  eccle-  Bofcham  ct^ 
fiaftical  benefices,  he  had  royal  caftles  and  Fitz  Stephen 
forts  committed  to  his  cuftody,  the  tempo-  "^^i^^^^^c^* 
ralities  of  vacant  prelacies,  and  the  efcheats 
of  great  .baronies  belonging  to  the  crown. 
The  revenues  of  thefe  he  made  ufe  of,  with 
the  fame  freedom,  as  if  they  had  been  his 
own  rents  ;  perhaps,  for  the  general  fervice 
of  his  mailer,  but  without  keeping  any  re-  V.  Epitf.  s. 
gular  or  ftria  account,  and  certainly  with  J^^^^J^'^* 
great  appearance  of  a  moft  extravagant  pro- 
digality and  oftentation  in  himfclf :  fo  unli- 
mited was  the  confidence  that  Henry  placed  V.  Auaorcs 
in  him!  Indeed  he  feemed  almoft  to  (hare J^'*^' "^ 
the  throne  with  his  fovereign.     And  it  muft 
be  confeft,  that,  if  fuch   a  participation  of 
the  royal  authority  could  have  been  juftified 
by  the  accompliftiments  and  talents  of  a  mi- 
nifter, it  would  be  his.     For  he  pofleflcd  all 
the  qualities  that  could  moft  powerfully  en- 

VoL.  II.  Y  gage 
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gage  the  afFeftions  of  ^prince,  who  had  a  judg- 
ment capable  of  difcerning  and  a  heart  formed 
to  love  extraordinary  merit,  but  a  temper  that 
required  fome  delicacy  of  addrefs  in  tho(e 
who  approached  him  very  nearly,  and  that 
yielded  moft  to  thofe  friends,  whofe  charader 
appeared  moft  to  fympathife  with  his  own. 
The  perfon  of  Becket  was  graceful  and  his 
countenance  pleafing :  his  wit  was  lively  and 
facetious,  his  judgenient  acute,  his  eloquence 
flowing  and  fweet,  his  memory  vaft  and  ready 
on  all  occafions.  The  time  he  had  pailed  in 
that  fchool  of  the  moft  exquifite  policy,  the 
court  of  Rome,  had  greatly  improved  and  re- 
fined his  underftanding.  Nor  was  his  capa- 
city limited  to  the  fphere  of  bufinefs.  He 
made  himfelf  a  perpetual  companion  to  the 
king  in  moft  of  his  pleafures,  and  fell  in 
with  all  his  taftes  fo  eafily  and  fo  naturally, 
that  in  paying  his  court  he  feemed  only  to  in- 
dulge his  own  inclinations.  There  was  a  cer- 
tain inexpreflible  grace  in  his  manners,  given 
by  nature,  but  helped  by  art,  which  rendered 
his  virtues  more  amiable,  and  even  his  vices 
agreeable.  Thus  his  profufenefs  and  often- 
tation  appeared  like  generofity  and  greatnefs 
of  fpirit.  Nor  was  he  indeed  devoid  of  thefe 
good  qualities ;  but  he  carried  them  beyond 
their  proper  bounds.  His  expence  was  en- 
ormous, and  Henry  would  have  been  jealous 
of  it,  as  intended  to  acquire  too  much  popu- 
larity, if  he  had  not  been  perfuaded  by  the 
addrefs  of  Becket,  that  all  his  magnificencej, 
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in  which  the  fon  of  a  private  citizen  furpafled  ^^^  '^• 
even  the  greateftand  mbft  opulent  earls,  was  '  ^  — 
only  defigned  to  do  honor  to  his  bountiful 
mafter,  whofe  creature  he  was,  and  upon 
whom  his  whole  fortune  muft  abfolutely  de- 
pend. Yet,  amidft  tlie  luxury  in  which  he 
lived  for  feveral  years,  and  all  the  temptations 
of  a  court  where  gallantry  reigned,  he  was 
<if  we  may  believe  the  writers  of  his  life) 
conftantly  temperate  and  invincibly  chafte. 

Henry,  being  now  triumphant  in  Ahjou, 
obliged  all  the  nobility  of  Gafcony  and 
Guienne  to  give  him  hoftages  for  their  future 
fidelity.  On  what  occafion  he  did  fo  we  are 
not  told :  but  he  had,  doubtlefs,  fome  ex- 
traordinary caufe  to  fufpedt  them;  perhaps  a 
difcovery  of  their  having  fecretly  intrigued 
with  his  brother;  which  confpiracy  might  be 
prevented  from  taking  efFefl,  by  the  vigilance 
of  his  government  and  the  terror  of  his  arms. 
For  it  is  not  very  probable,  that  GeofFry 
would  have  dared  fo  inconfiderately  to  draw 
thofe  arms  on  himfelf,  if  he  had  not  relied 
on  fome  aid;  and  the  barons  of  Aquitaine* 
having  been  long  weakly  governed  by  Henry's 
prcdeceffors,  were  impatient  of  reftraint,  and 
prone  to  rebellion.  But,  whatever  riiightbe 
the  motives,  on  which  Henry  thought  it  nc- 
ccffary  to  take  this  precaution,  it  anfwered 
his  purpofe  fo  well,  that,  for  many  years 
afterwards,  it  kept  thofe  provinces  in  peace 
and  obedience  to  his  government. 

Y  ?  For- 
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^  '"'"'       Fortane  was'  fo  favorable  to  him  at  this 
Genr.  Chron.  time,  that  cveiyaccidcnt  added  to  hisftrength. 
"P'^""'^"''  It  happened  that  the  count  and  countefs  of 
Chron.Norm.  Flanders  engaged  themlelves  by  a  vow  to  go 
Pj995;         this  year,  on  a  pilgrimage,    to  Jerufalem. 
Nciibjigenfis,  ^j^^^  thought  that  they  could  not  find  fo  fit 
Annai.  Wav.  a  guardian,  in  their  abfence,  for  their  eldefi: 
fabaim.iis7.  £^^  Philip,  who  was  yet  an  infant,  or  fo  ref- 
pedable  a  protedbor  for  their  dominions,  as 
Henry  their  nearkinfman,  and  faithful  friend. 
To  him  therefore  they  committed  the  care  of 
their  fon,  and  the  regency  of  Flanders*  till 
.    they  ihould  return  from  the  eaft :  and  the 
young  -prince  having  efpoufed  the  heirefs  of 
Vermandois,  that  province  alfo  was  put  un- 
der his  government.    This  was  a  great  aug- 
mentation of  his  power  on  the  continent^ 
and  might  well  have  added  to  the  jealoufy  of 
.  the  French  court :  but  he  ufed  his  utmofi:  art 
to  quiet  their  apprehenfiofes;  being  never  fo 
careful  to  pay  the  king  of  France  the  refpedts 
of  a  vaifal  and  the  regards  of  an  ally,  as 
when  he  had  made,  or  was  endeavouring  to 
make,  feme  acquifition,  which  might  na- 
turally give  umbrage  to  him  and  his  king- 
dom.   The  affairs  of  Flanders  were  fettled* 
with  great  attention  and  gr'eat  wifdom,  by  . 
their  new  governor;  and  after  he  had  efta- 
bliflied  fuch  ordir  and  harmony  in  all  his 
territories  abroad,  that  he  brought  them  to 
compofe  one  political  fyftem,  as  if  they  had 
been  a  Cngle  itate,  he  returned  into  England, 
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in  the  fpring  of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and 
fifty  feven.  To  rc^anncx  to  that  kingdom  all 
the  provinces  it  had  loft  to  the  Scotch  and 
Welfh,  under  the  late  unhappy  reign/  Mras 
now  the  principal  objeft  of  his  defires,  and 
the  general  wi(h  of  his  people. 

In  what  manner  his  great  uncle,  David, 
king  of  Scotland,  had  gained  poffeffion  of 
the  three  northern  counties,  and  had  brought  * 
him  to  take  an  oath,  that  he  would  not  re- 
fume  them,  in  cafe  he  (hould  recover  the 
throne  of  his  anceftors,  has  been  already  re- 
lated, in  the  preceding  book.    The  title  of 
that  king,  or  of  his  fon,  to  thefe  provinces, 
even  as  fiefs  to  be  held  of  England,  under  ho- 
mage  and   fealty,    had   been   always   very 
doubtful.  By  what  right  either  of  them  laid 
claim  to  Weftmoreland,    I  cannot  difcover. 
And  out  of  the  grant  which  Stephen  had 
made  of  Northumberland,    Newcaftle  and 
Bamburg  had  been  exprefly  refervcd.    But 
David  had  feized  upon  more  than  he  had  a 
right  to,:  from  the  terms  of  that  compad:, 
under  the  pretence  of  holding  thofe  provinces 
for  Matilda  and  her  fon;  inftead  of  which  he 
r<?tained  and  left  them  to  his  own  grandfon, 
as  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  fepara- 
ted  from  England,  and  not  even  tied  to  it  by 
any  obligation  of  feudal  obedience.  It  could 
not  appear  to  the  Englifli  in  any  other  light, 
than  as  an  acquifition  the  Scotch  had  made, 
by  ticking  advantage  of  the  weaknefspf  Eng- 
Y  3  land/ 
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land,  and  diftrefs  of  the  royal  family  in  a 
time  of  civil  war;  and  Henry's  council  fup- 
pofed,  that  he  might  with  equal  policy,  and 
with  more  juflice,  now  take  advantage  of  the 
weakflate  of  Scotland, 'to  recover  to  his 
crown  it's  antient  rights  and  poiTcffions.  His 
former,  obligations  to  the  Scotch  royal  family 
for  their  having  affifted  his  mother,  and  con- 
ierredupon  himfelf  the  honor  of  knighthood, 
cbiild  be  no  fufficient  argument,  for  fufFering 
territories  of  fo  much  value  and  importance 
to  be  loft  to  his  kingdom;  it  not  being  per- 
mitted to  a  king  to  be  grateful  at  the  expence 
of  his  people.  He  therefore  judged  it  necef- 
iary, to  regain  the  three  counties,  and  thought 
the  time  fo  favorable  for  fuch  a  demand, 
that  it  ought  not  to  b*e  negleded.  The  oath 
he  had  taken  was  the  fole  impediment  which 
ftood  in  his  way:  buf  againft  this  he  might 
plead,  that  it  had  been  impofed  upon  him, 
when  his  tender  age,  and  inexperience  in 
matters  of  government,  were  ftrong  objec- 
tions againft  the  validity  of  it;  elpecially,  as 
the  alienation  of  thefe  dominions  had  not 
been  agreed  to  by  the  eftates  of  the  kingdom, 
whofe  confent,  in  all  monarchies  not  entirely 
defpotic,  is  neceflary  to  confirm  an  ad:  of 
this  nature.  He  might  alfo  alledge,  that  the 
only  confideration,  upon  which  he  could  be 
fuppofed  to  have  taken  fuch  an  oath  with- 
out fraud,  or  force,  was  the  efficacious 
alTiftance,  which  David  had  engaged  to  give 
him  in  England,  by  making  an  ofFenfive  war 

againft 
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againft  Stephen :  but  as  that  engagement  was 
not  kept,  he  was  confequently  freed  from  his 
part  of  the  compad:.  Thefe  reafons  appeared 
fo  weighty,  and  made  his  confcience  (o  cafy> 
that  he  did  not  even  apply  to  the  papal  au- 
thority for  relief  in  this  cafe;  but,  fuppofing 
that  his  oath  was  void  in  itfelf,  fent  to  de- 
mand the  immediate  reftitution  of  the  three 
counties.  His  embaffadors  were  ordered  to 
fay,  t6at  their  mafier^  the  king  of  England^ 
ought  not  to  be  defrauded  of  fo  confiderable  a  part  ^^  fo^Ja"^'* 
of  his  kingdom ;  nor  could  he  patiently  fee  it  thus 
difmembered:  and  jujiice  required y  that  territo^ 
ries  gained  by  the  Scotch  in  his  name  jhould  be 
rejiored  to  him.  Upon  receiving  this  mefTage, 
Malcolm,  who  was  then  but  in  his  feven- 
teenth  year,  or  rather  the  lords  of  his  council, 
by  whofe  advice  he  was  governed,  thought  it 
neceflaryto  make  the  reftitution  demanded ; 
prudently  confdering  (fays  William  of  New-^ 
bury,  a  good  contemporary  hiftorian)  that^ 
with  regard  to  this  pointy  the  king  of  England 
was  no  lefsjirong  in  the  merits  of  his  caufe  than 
in  the  greatnefs  of  his  po^ver.  But  although 
they  had  not  been  fo  abfolutely  convinced  of 
thejuftice  of  his  claim,  as  that  writer  fup- 
pofes ;  his  power  was,  undoubtedly,  fo  for-- 
midable  to  them,  and  the  ftate  of  their  go- 
vernment fo  infirm,  that  prudence  required 
them  to  make  this  facrifice  of  contefted  ac- 
quifitions,  rather  than  run  the  hazard  of  a 
war,  which  might  ruin  their  country.  And  Neobrigcnfisi 
Malcolm  might   the   more  cafily   give   up  *•  *•  ^-  *3" 

Y  4  Nor^ 
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Northi|mberland>  becaufe,  when  Dayid/hU 
grandfather,    declared  him  fuccefTor  in  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  he  affigned  that  pro- 
vince to  William,  his  younger  brothef . 
But  Henry  was  not  fatisfied  with  having 
V.Diccto      regained  the  three  counties.  He  likewife  in-r 
iT&lwl^^^^^  and   not  without  an  ancient  claim, 
verienfes,  fab  that  Malcolm  fhould  acknowle4ge  himfelf 
ann.  1 157.     j^jg  vaffalfor  Lothian.  This  earldom,  in  which 
Chron.Norm.  all  the  eaftcrn  parts  of  Scotland,  between  the 
^fhronjohan.  Tweed  and  Firth  of  Forth,  were  then  com-? 
dc  Waling,    prchended,  had  been  granted  by  Edgar,  one 
M  Vciimi'  ^^  *^®  greateft  Saxon  kings,  tq  Kenneth  the 
i^ak-p.  193.  Third,  under  condition  of  homage;  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  vaffalage  had  been 
ever  releafed,  to  him  or  his  fupceffors,  by 
any  other  king  of  England.  Malcolm  there- 
fore was  advifcd  by  his  council  to  agree  to 
this  dcniand  likewife;  and  the  Englifli  mo- 
narch conferred  on  him  the  earldon>  of  Hun- 
SccDqgdaie'8  tingdon,  againft  the  claim  of  the  of  Norr 
pmorthamp-  thampton,  to  whofc  father  it  had  been  given 
ton.  by  Stephen,  on  the  death  of  Henry  prince 

of  Scotland.  Probably,  this  was  done  on  the 
'  foundation  of  the  grant  made  to  David,  Mal- 
polm's  grandfather,  by  Henry  the  Firft :  an4 
unlefs  the  right  of  the  other  family  to  the 
earldom  of  Huntingdon  had  been  fo  evidently 
^  pertain  in  juftice  and  law,  as  not  to  admit  of 
any  latitude  in  the  difpofal  thereof  by  the 
power  of  the  crown,  policy  required,  that^, 
jn  this  inftance,  fome  favor  Ihould  be  ihewn 
to  the  Scotch  king  in  return  for  the.impor- 
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tant  conceffions,  which  he  had  made  to  Eng-    Bookn*^ 
land. 

Thefc  northern  affairs  being  thus  fettled, 
Henry  now  turned  his  thoughts,  arid  not 
without  fome  inquietude,  to  the  great  and 
dangerous  war  he  intended  to  make  againft 
theWelfh.   . 

As  I  have  not  hitherto,  during  the  courfc 
of  this  work,  given  any  diftinft  account  of 
that  ancient  people,  I  ihall  now  fketch  out 
the  moft  important  outlines  of  their  hiftory, 
4own  to  the  times  of  which  I  write,  partly 
from  the  Welfh  chronicle  of  Caradoc  of 
JLhancarvon,  which  among  them  is  of  the 
greateft authority;  and  partly  from  our  own 
writers*  In  doing  this  I  (hall  fupply  fomc 
material  omiffions,  which  I  defignedly  left 
in  the  preceding  hiftory  of  the  four  firft  Nor^ 
man  kings ;  becaufe  I  thought  it  would  be 
better,  thaf  their  tranfadtions  with  theWelfli, 
which  were  not  abfolutely  conneded  with 
other  matters  there  related,  fhould  be  fhewn 
together  with  the  general  view  of  that  na- 
tion, prefented  here. 

How  bravely  and  obftinately  the  Silures^ 
pemete^  and  Ordovices,  who  firft  inhabited 
^hat  part  of  Great  Britain  which  has  fince 
been  called  Wales,  refifted  the  all-conquer- 
ing power  of  Rome,  the  Roman  hiftorians 
th^mfely^s  declare,     Wh^n  that  Ration  had 

entirely 
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Book  IT.  entirely  reiinquiflied  this  ifland,  about  the 
'^~^^  ''  year  four  hundred  and  forty  eight,  thefe  va- 
liant people,  affifted  by  the  natural  ftrength 
of  their  country,  and  augmented  by  great 
numbers  who  fled  to  them  for  fafety  from 
the  invafions  of  the  Scotch,  the  Pids,  and 
the  Saxons,  preferved  themfelves  free  under 
their  own  form  of  government,  their  own 
laws,  and  their  own  princes,  while  all  the 
reft  of  South-Britain  was  over-run  and  fub- 
dued  by  foreign  arms. 

The  name  of  WeKh  was  given  to  them 
firft  by  the  Saxons,  and  is  derived  from  a 
contraction  of  Gwallifh,  or  Gaulifh,  denot- 
ing their  origin  from  the  Gauls  :  but  they 
call  themfelves   Cumri,  of  which  the  Latia 
name,  Ciriibri,  given  to  a  Celtic  nation  of 
Germany,  was  probably  a  corruption.  Wales 
was  bounded  at  firft  by  the  Irifli  feas  and 
Dr.  Powell's  the  rivers  Severne  and  Dee.     But,  towards 
WelOiChron.  the  end  of  the  eighth  century,   the  Wclfli 
Caimi'en's      Were  driven   out  of  all  the  level  country, 
Britan.  Rad-  fituated  between  the  Severne  and  Wye,  by 
■orfhire.        Qifa  the  Great,  king  of  Mercia,  who  planted 
there  Englifti  colonies,  and  made  the  cele- 
brated dike,  ftill  called  by  his  name,  which 
extended,  from  north  to  fouth,  about  ninety 
miles,  running  alofig  the  fides  and  bottoms 
of  the  hills,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Dee  to  that  of  the  Wye  near  Chepftow.    It 
is  thought  to  have  been  an  imitation  of  the 
ramparts  thrown  up  by  Agricola,    Adrian, 

and 
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and  Severus,  to  guard  the  Roman  province 
againft  the  incurlions  of  the  northern  Bar- 
barians :  but^  from  fome  remains  of  it,  which 
are  ftill  to  be  feen,  and  for  feveral  other 
feafons,  I  ifhould  judge  that  it  was  rather  in- 
tended for  a  boundary,  to  feparate  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Englifti  from  thofe  of  the 
Welfli,  than  to  protect  the  former,  as  a  for- 
tification. Whatever  the  intent  of  fo  vaft  a 
work  may  have  been,  the  labour  and  charge 
were  greater  than  the  benefit.  For,  foon 
after  OfFa's  death,  the  Welfli  again  extended 
their  dominions  beyond  that  dike,  forcing 
their  way,  like  a  rapid  torrent,  which  de- 
fcends  from  the  mountains  and  overflows 
the  plain  country.  Their  limits,  from  that 
time,  were  very  uncertain  ;  being  often  ad- 
vanced, or  fet  back,  as  the  fortune  of  war 
happened  to  change,  in  favor  of  them,  or 
of  the  Saxons.  In  the  ninth  century,  Eg-^ 
bert,  fupreme  monarch  of  England,  won 
from  them  Chefter,  which  had  been  the  ca- 
pital feat  of  the  former  kings  of  North- 
Wales.  From  this  city  his  fucceflbrs  in- 
fefted  that  kingdom  with  perpetual  inroads; 
and  the  Welfli  in  return  made  inc.urfiohs, 
with  great  fury,  into  the  counties  of  Eng- 
land that  bordered  upon  them  ;  each  nation 
keeping  up  an  implacable  hatred  agdinft  the 
other,  and  adding  the  remembrance  of  an- 
cient animofities  to  every  new  quarrel.  The  V.  Chron. 
Saxoh  chronicle  tells  us,  that  Ethelwolf,  fon  fyb  annJics- 
to  Egbert,  fabdued  the  people  of  North- 
Wales. 
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Wales.    It  alfo  appears,  from  Aflcr's  hiftory 
of.  King.  Alfred  the  Great,  that  fome  of  the 
Welfh  princes  were  fubjed:  to  his  crown  ^ 
p.  50.  fob      and  the  Welfli   chronicle  owns,    that  his 
wn.  93$^      grandfon  Athelftan  .entered  Wales  with  a 
great  army,  which  brought  the  kings  of  the 
country  to  pay  him  tribute,  and  acknowledge 
his*  fovereignty  :  but  they  did  npt  continue 
V.  ScBatus    very  long  in  this  ftate  of  fubjedion.  Among 
confaitumdc  ^j^^  gaxon  laws,  publiOied  by  Wilkins,  we 
Waiiise,  wil-  have  a  conftitution  agreed  to  by  the  legifla- 
kins,  p*  125,  tures  of  both  nations,  for  fecuring  the  peace 
of  the  borders,  which  fecms  to  put  them 
upon  a  foot  of  independence  and  equality. 
It  is  fuppofcd  to  have  been  made  in  the  reign 
of  Ethclfed,  who  came  to  the  crown  in  the 
year  nine  hundred  and  feventy  eight;  and 
before  that  time  we  find  the  Welih  often  in 
arms  on  the  borders,  and  (hewing  little  obe- 
dience or  regard  to  the  fovereignty  of  Eng-^ 
land. 

In  the  year  eight  hundred  and  forty  three 
all  Wales  was  united  under  the  dominion  of 
Roderick,  furnamed  the  Great :  but  m  th^ 
year  eight  hundred  and  fcv^nty  fix  that 
prince  again  divided  it,  by  a  teftamentary 
fettlement,  into  three  kingdoms,  Guyneth^ 
or  North- Wales,  Deheubarth,  or  South-r 
Wales,  .  and  Mathraval,  or  Powis-landj 
which  he  feverally  left  to  his  three  fons, 
who  were  all  crowned  and  called  kings ;  but 
.  the  two  younger  were  fubordipate  to  the 
eldcft,  who' had  North- Wales,  and  held  his 
3  royal 
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f oyal  feat  at  AberfFraw  in  the  ifle  of  Angle-    ^ook  ii. 
.fey,  which  was  the^Mona  of  the  Britons.   "^"^^^'"^ 
The  grandfon  of  Roderick,  Howel  Dha,  (inWelihChroii. 
Englifh  Howell  the  Good)  about  the  year  ^ J]"  P*  5*^ 
nine  hundred  and  forty,  obtained  the  ible 
dominion  of  all  the  three  kingdoms,  and 
made    a    reformation    of    their    political,  ^.  Lcg«s 
civil,  and  municipal  laws,  which  were  di-  guI.  wotton. 
gefled  by  him  into  three  books*     This  code  V.  Praefation. 
is  ftill  extant,  and  has  been  publifhed  in  Gnl*  Clarke. 
England  with  a  Latin  tranflation,  but  mixed 
with  other  inftitutions  of  a  much  later  date, 
many  of  which  are  ftridly  feudal,  and  there- 
fore muft  have  been  chiefly  derived  from  the 
Normans.     The  entire  agreement  of  others 
with  the  laws  of  the  Saxons  feems  to  indi- 
cate that  they  were  occafionally  borrowed 
from  thence,  and  adopted  by  Howell :  though 
the  fimilar  genius  of  the  Britifh  Celts  and 
the  Germans  may  have  alio  produced  fomc 
refemblance  and  conformity  in  the  more  an- 
cient cuftoms  of  the  two  nations.     Among  Y-  ^^;  Wal. 
thofe  that  appear  to  be  purely  and  originally  *g'l:"*J^'^^ 
Britifh,  one  may  difcover  a  great   deal  of  mulcas  alas, 
barbarifm,  and  many  things  that  required  a 
further  reformation.     The  beft  that  can  be 
faid  of  the  policy  of  the  Welfli  government, 
is,  that  there  was  in  it  no  tinfture  of  def- 
potifm.     The  aobles  and  clergy  were  con- 
fulted  in  all  matters  of  ftate  :    the  people 
were  free,  and  feem  to  have  affifted  in  the 
making  of  laws  and  other  afts  of  great  mo- 
ment.    They  were  oppreft  by  no  taxes,  nor 

by 
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Book  IT.     by  any  toilfome  work  :  and  to  this  an  an- 
v!^ir'aid.'    <^ent  authof,  who  was  himfelf  of  that  nation, 
Carnbrenf.  de  afcribes  their  magnanimity  and  courage  in 
ni^dabihbus  ^gj.^     j^Q^  nothing  (fays  he)  fo  raifis  and  ex-- 
'  cites  the  minds  of  men  to  brave  aBionSy  as  the 
chearfulnefs  of  liberty :    nothing,  on  the  con-- 
trary,  fo  dejeSls  and  difpirits^  them,  as  the  op-- 
preffion  of,  fervitude.      But,    in    truth,    the 
W  ellh  were  fo  far  from  fubmitting  to  Jkrvi- 
fude,  that  they  could  fcarce  endure  govern- 
ment.    Their    hberty   bordered    too    nearly 
upon   anarchy,  being  rather  that  of  a  favage 
than   a  ^civilized  people.     The  whole  coh- 
ftitution    was   ill    framed,    either   to  polifli  ' 
their  manners,    or   to   fecure    the   internal 
peace  of  the  country;  none  under  heaven 
having  been   ever  more  agitated  with  civil 
commotions ;  which  were  fo  frequent  and 
violent  in  all  parts  of  Wales,  that  very  few 
of  their  princes    died  natural  deaths  :   for 
either  they  were   flain  in    wars  with   each 
other,  or  murdered  by  others  of  the  fame 
family,  who,  for  want  of  a  determined  rule 
of  fuccefiion,  or  by  the  power  of  faftions, 
V.  Dr.Pow.  afpired  to  the  government.    One  great  caufe 
|t[;^^;*^^^  of  this  evil  was,  that  the  old  Britifli  cuftom 
58^  5^  60.  '  of  dividing  the  eftate  of  the  father,  in  equal 
GiraW.  Cam-  fhares,  amone  the  fons,  baftards,  as  well  as 

Imt     caw  O  '  ' 

laudabiiibtts    legitimate,  extended,  not  only  to  private  m^  «,. 

iVaiJjae,  c.  9.  heritanccs,  but  to  the  inferior  chieftains,  or 
princes  in  the  feveral  diftridls ;  and  even  to 
the  royal  families  in  all  the  three  kingdoms; 
the  eldeft  fon  having  no  more  than  a  kind  of 

titular 
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titular  fovereignty  over  the  younger :    nor    Book  11. 
was   that   preference    always   given,     but,         ' 
fometimes  all, the  fons  of  a  dead  monarch 
governed  jointly,  which  produced  th^  utmqft 
confufion ;    and,    in  feveral  inftances,  elec- 
tion, or  force  of  arms,  conferred  the  chief 
rule  upon  one  of  the  younger  fons,  or  per- 
haps, upon  Ibme  other  more  diftant  kinfman. 
^  What  aggravated  this  mifchief  was  another  V.  Weifli 
ancient  cuftom,  which  prevailed  among  the  ^^^^n.  from 
chieftains   and  kings  of  Wales,  of  fending'^n^Vro^*^^ 
out  their  infant  fons,  to  be  nurfed  and  bred  p-  s^^^  ^S* 
up  in   different   families  of  their   principal  ^^i^  TiidGi- 
nobles  or  gentry ;  from  whence  it  enfued,  raid.  Camh. 
that  each  of  thefe  fofter-fathers,  attaching  ||^J"^J^ 
himfelf  with  a  ftrong,  paternal  afFedtion,  to  c.  4!  9,* 
the  child  he  had  reared,  and  being  incited 
by  his  own  intereft  to  defire  his  advance- 
ment above   his   brothers,   endeavoured  to 
procure  it  by  all  the  means  in  his  power. 
Thus,  as  moft  of  their  kings  cohabited  virith 
feveral  women,  who  generally  brought  them 
many  children,  feveral  parties  were  formed 
among  their  nobility ;  which  breaking  out 
at  their  deaths  involved  their  feveral  king- 
doms in  blood  and  confufion.     Minors  were 
never  allowed  to  reign  :  but  it  often  hap- 
pened, that,  when  a  prince,  excluded  in  his 
infancy,    attained    to    manhood,    he    then 
afpired  to  the  throne,  which,  on  account  of 
his  nonage,  he  had  formerly  loft,  and  found 
2L  party  to  affift  him  in  thofe  pretenfions. 
Thus,  after  the  deceafc  of  Howell  Dha,  the 

•  2  king- 
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kingdoms  of  Wales  were  again  divided  into 
different  portions^  and  perpetually  harralTed 
with  different  claims^  They  were  indeed 
re-united  under  Meredyth,  Howell*s  grand^ 
fon ;  bu'l  his  reign  was  unfortunate  and  of 
ihdrt  continuance :  for  he  was  fo  infeiled 
with  the  pyratical  defcents  of  the  Danes^ 
that^  after  St^  David's^  and  other  places 
upon  the  coafts  of  South- Wales^  had  been 
deftroyed  by  their  ravages,  he  was  forced 
to  deliver  himfelf  from  them,  by  a  compo-^ 
fition  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  firft  Dane^^ 
geld  of  the  Saxons,  viz.  to  pay  them  a  ca^ 
pitatiour  at  the  rate  of  a  penny  for  every 
man  in  that  kingdom*  This  only  allured 
their  countrymen  to  other  invafions>  with 
lefs  fear  of  refiftance  and  more  affurance  of 
gain.  While  Meredyth's  arms  were  em- 
ployed in  a  civil  war  with  the  fon  of  his  elder 
brother  Eneon,  who  laid  claim  to  South- 
WclQiChron.  Wales,  the  Northern  corfairs  landed  in  An- 
horn  p.  73  tOgj^^^y^  ^^^  defolated  the  whole  ifland.     As 

publick  misfortunes  are  always  charged  to 
the  fault  of  the  government,  the  people  of 
North-Wales  revolted,  and  chofe  another 
king.  Great  diforders  enfued ;  till  the  un- 
happy Meredyth  dying,  without  iffue  male, 
in  the  year  nine  hundred  and  ninety  eight, 
Lhewelyn  ap  Sitfylth,  who  had  married  his 
daughter,  fucceeded  to  him  in  South- Wales, 
and  foon  obtained,  by  force  of  arms,  the  two 
\  other  kingdoms.  The  Welfli  chronicle,  to 
cxprefs  the  felicity  of  his  reign,  fays,  tbat^ 

in 

Digitized  by  Google 


6  F     It  IN  G     HENRY     IL 

iA  bis  time,  the  earth  brought  forth  double  to 
*wbut  it  produced  in  the  times  before  paji :  the 
people  profpered  in  ail  their  affairs,  and  multi-^ 
plied  wonderfully ;  the  cattle  encreafed  in  great 
numbers  j  fo  that  there  was  not  a  poor  man  in 
Wales y  from  the  fouth  to  the  north  fea ;  but 
e^efy  man  had  plenty,  every  houfe  a  dweller , 
tind  every  town  inhabitants.  Yet  he  was  not 
fcicempf  from  the  ufual  dcftiny  of  the  othe^ 
Wel(n  kings^  The  fons  of  Edwin  ap  Eneon 
reMted  again  ft  him  and  flew  him :  but 
Gfyffyth,  his  fon,  revenged  his  death ;  drove 
lip^eli,  the  fon  of  Edwin,  out  of  South- 
Wde^  ;  and  killed  in  battle  another  prince, 
ii^ho  had  lately  obtained  the  fovereignty  of 
Nofth-WaleS,  not  without  a  good  title,  if 
aiiy  title  but  force  of  arms  could  have  availed 
in  that  nation. 

Gryffytli  was  the  firfl:,.and,  I  believe,  theV.FlonWlg. 
the  only  WeKh  king,  that  ever  had  a  navy ;  ^^^j^^*^"^^^*"- 
a  few  fhips  of  war  having  been  built  for  his  ,064!"  '^  ^' 
fervice  in  fom^  foreign  country,  and  manned 
with  foreign  failbrs.     He  could  not  be  fur-  v.  Giraid. 
nii^ed  with  either  among  his  own  fubjefts  :  Cambrcnf. 
for  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  informs  us,  that  thec^riptiol^.  a* 
WeKh  had  no  fliips,  but  fuch  as  were  ufed  17. 
by  the  Tritons,  their  anceftors ;  fmall  wicker 
boats,  that  were  covered  with  hides,  and  had 
neither  oars  nor  fails.     On  what  bccafion  this 
flieet,  v^hich  was  fo  great  a  novelty  to  his 
pfeople,  was  provided  by  this  prince,  we  are 
not' told:  -but,  I  prefume,  he  defigned  it  to 
protedt  them  from  the  ravages  of  the  Danes 

Vol.  n.  Z  and 
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Book  ir.     and  Norwegians.    Howell  having  atteniptcdi, 

w^tobhroo.  ^7  '^^  ^^^P  ^f  ^^^^^  ^^^  other  foreigners,  to 

ut  fupra.       regain  from  him  South- Wajes,  was  totally 

defeated   in  a  pitched  battle,    and  hardly 

efcaped  with  his  life.  But  an  honorable  death 

in  the  field  would  have  faved  him  from  a 

greater  misfortune :  for  his  wife,  whom  he 

had  brought  to  be  a  witnefs  of  the  triumph, 

which  he  confidently  hoped  to  obtain  over 

GryiFyth,  was  taken  prifoner  by  that  king; 

who,    liking  her  beauty,   kept  her  for  his 

concubine.     Nor  does  it  appear,  that  he  loft 

any  reputation  among  his  own  people  by  fo 

brutal  a  rape;    the  Welfli  fuppofing,   that 

whatever  belonged  to  the  conquered  was  a 

lawful  prey  to  the  conquerors,  their  wives 

themfelves  not  excepted.     The  unfortunate 

hulband,  reinforced  by  another  army  of  Eng- 

lifh  and  Danes,  made  a.  new  effort  not  long 

afterwards^  to  recover  the  pofleffioii  of  his 

wife  and  kingdom;  but  was  vanquifhed  and 

flain  in  the  conteft.  Other  competitors  arofe 

againft  Gryffyth^    for  not  even  the  greateft 

vidlories  could  give  to  thefe  princes  any  fecu- 

rity  in  their  power :  but  he  overcame  all  his 

adverfaries  by  fair  and  open  force  in  the  field. 

Nor  did  he  confine  his  valor  within  his  own 

V.  Chton.     territories.     In  conjunAion  with  Algar  earl 

Sar.  fub  aan.  of  chcfter,   who  had  been  banifhed  from 

»o55-  P- «  9*  England  as  a  traitor,  in  the  reign  of  Edward 

the  confelTor,  he  marched  into  Herefordfliire, 

and  wafted  all  that  fertile  country  with  .fire 

y.  Fior.  Wi .  and  Avord,  to  revenge  the  death  of  his  bro- 

p.  623. 6.9^  ther. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ  IC 


thcr  Rhees,  whofe  head  had  been  brdught 
to  Edward,  in  putfuancJe  of"  ah  order  fent  by 
that  king,  on  account  of  the  depredations 
which  he  had  comiiiitted  againft  fheEnglifh 
on  the  borders.     To  ttop  'thefe  ravages,  the 
carl  of  Hereford,,  who  was  nephew  to  Ed- 
ward, advanced  With  an^army,  not  of  Eng-^ 
Kfli  alone,  but  O? 'riierce"nary  bfdrmans  and 
French,   whom  he  had  entertained  in  his 
fervice,    againft  Gryffyth   and   Algar.     He 
met  them  near  Herefordj,  and' offered  them 
battle,  which  the  Welfli  moftarch,  who  had 
won  five  pitched  battles  before,  and  never 
had  fought    without    conquering,  joyfully 
accepted.      The    earl   had  commanded  his 
Englifli  fbrces  to  fight  on  horfeback,  ift  Imi- 
tation of  the  Normans,   againft  their  ufual 
cuftom:    but  the  Welfh  making  a  fundus 
and  terrible  charge,  that  nobleihan  himfelf ' 
and  the  foreign  cavalry,  led  by  him,  were 
fo  daunted  at  the  view  of  them,  that  they 
fliamefully  fled  without  fighting ;  which  be-  ' 
ing  feen  by  the  Englifti/ they  alfo  turned 
their   backs   on  the   enemy,    w^ho,   having^ 
killed  or  wounded  as  many  of  them  as  they 
could  come  up  with  in  their  flight,  entered 
'triumphant  into  Hereford,  fpolled  and  fired 
the  city,    razed  the  walls   to  the  jground^ 
flaughtered  fome  of  the  citizens,  led  many 
of  them  captive,  and  (to  ufe  the  words  of 
the  Wel(h  chronicle)  /e/f  nothing  in  the  town 
but  blood  and  Ajhes,     After  this  exploit,  they 
immediately  retutned  into  Wales,  p^doubt*- 
Z  z         -  cdljr 
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ediy  from  adcfire  of  fecuring  their  pftfoners, 
and  the  rich  pluAder  they  Iw4  gained.  T}je 
king  of  England,  hereupon,  .con>manded  Earl 
Harold  to  coUei^' a  great  army  from  all  par|:s 
of  the  kingdom,  and  aifemblipg  jth^n  ^t 
Glocefter,  advanced  froiji  thence,  jto  invade 
the  dominions  of  Giyffyth  in  North- Wale?* 
He  performed  his  orders^  »Dd  penetrated  into 
that  country,  without  reiijQtwce  from  the 
Welfli;  Gryflyth  and  Alg^  retiring  into 
fome  parts  of  South- Wales.  Wkat  were 
their  reafons  for  this  condud  yw  jve  not  w^l 
informed ;  nor  why  Harold  did  not  p^rf^e 
his  advantage  ^gainil  them :  but  it  appears 
that  he  thought  it  more  advipsable,  at  this 
time,  to  treat  with,  than  fubdue,  them ;  fpr 
he  left  North- Wales,  and  employed  himfelf 
in  rebuilding  the  walls  of  Hereford,  while 
negociation^  were  carrying  on  with  Gry^th, 
which  fbon  afterwards  produced  .the  refto- 
ration  of  Algar,  and  a  peace  with  that  king, 
not  very  honorable  to  England  5  as  he  made 
no  fatisfadtion  for  the  mifchief  he  had  done 
in  the  war,  nor  any  fubmiffions  to  Edward. 
Harold  muft,  doubtlefs,  have  had  fome  pri- 
vate and  forcible  motives  to  conclude  fuch  a 
Fter^wigorn.  treatv.  The  very  next  year,  the  Welfli  mo- 
p.630.  fub  narcn,  upon  what  quarrel  we  know  not, 
"os^*  made  a  new  incurfion  into  England,  and 
.  killed  the  bifliop  of  Hereford ;  the  flieriff  of 
the  county ;  and  many  more  of  the  Englifli, 
both  ecclefiafticks  and  laymen.  Edward  was 
counfelled  b^  Harold  and  Leofrick  earl  of 
'  Mercia, 
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Mercia   to   make   peace   with   him   again;     Bookn. 
which  he  again  broke :  nor  could  he  be  re-  weiJhChron. 
ftrained  by  any  means  from  thefe  barbarous  p.  100,  lou 
inroads,,  before  the  yeatr  one  thoufand  and 
fixfy-thfefe;  when  Edward,  whofe  patience  V.  Chron. 
arid  pacifk  difpofition  had  been  too  much  ^i^;/^g£^^ 
alfeibd,  commiffioned  Harold  to  aflemble  the  ct;  Chron. 
whole  ftrength  of  the  kingdom,  and  make  Fl^'^^^'S^?- 
war  upon  him  m  his  own  country,  till  he  ,064, 1065. 
had' fubdued  or  deftroyed  him.     That  gene- Malmib.de 
rat  a<aed  fo  vigoroufly,  and  with  fo  muchp^^^'^^'^^ 
cdferity,  that  he  had  like  to  have  furprifed  Weimchron. 
hi«l  in  his  palace:  but,  juft  before  the  Eng-P;.*^* »*<=>*• 
lifll  forces  arrived  at  his  gate,  having  noticecamb.de  - 
of  the  dattger  that  threaterled  him,  and  fee-  Jiiaudabii. 
mg  rio   othtt  mean?   of  fafety,    he   threw  JJ^*^^^*'^-^* 
hitftfelf,  with  a  few  of  his  hou(hold,  into 
oiW  of  his  ihips,  which  happened,  at  the 
inltarit,  to  be  ready  to  fail;  and  put  to  fea. 
What  coiimry  he  retired  to  we  are  not  in- 
folflned :  but,  probably,  he  went  into  Ire- 
land.    Harold,  vexed  at  his  efcape,  fet  fire 
to  his  p^laee,  arid  burned  all  his  fhips  of  war 
that  remained  in  his. harbour;  after  which, 
relfirnirig    to  Briftol,    he    there  fitted  out, 
with  all  poffible  expedition,  a  powerful  fleet ; 
wi^  which  he  cruized  along  the  coafts  of 
North  and  South- Wales,  preventing  the  im- 
pdrtation  of  corn  and  other  neceflaries,  which 
the  Wchh  had  been  aefcuftomed  to  receive 
frotfi  abroad.     While  lie  was  employed  in 
this  manner,  a  ftrong  body  of  horfe,  under 
the  conducfl  of  Earl  Tofti,  his  brother,  had 
.  Z  5  marched 
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marched  to  a  rendezvous,  which  he  had  ap- 
pointed, in  the  maritime  part  of  North- 
Wales*  As  foon  as  he  had  intelligence  of 
their  being  arrived,  he  landed  and  joined 
them  with  his  infantry,  which  he  had  em- 
barked for  that  purpofe;  leaving  none  but 
the  failors.and  rowers  aboard  his  fleet,  which 
he  ordered  to  cruize  as  before.  The  two 
brothers,  after  their  junftion,  eafily  made 
then>felves  maftcrs  of  all  the  flat  country : 
but  Harold,  being  fepfible  that  heavy-ar«icd 
foldiers  wer  unfit  for  purfuing  the  light 
troops  of  the  Welfh  into  their  mountainous 
regions,  provided  his  infantry  with  bucklers 
of  hides,  and  other  armor  of  a  lighter  fort 
than  they  ufually  wore.  The  greater  part 
of  his  cavalry  he  left  in  the  plains,  under 
the  command  of  his  brother >  and  taking  only 
a  few  of  them,  with  feme  bands  of  foot 
heavy-armed,  which  he  ordered  to  follow 
and  luppoft^hc  light-;armed  forces,  if  they 
fhpuld  hfbtcpulfed,  he  boldly  advanced  into 
countries,  which  no  Saxon  army  ever  had 
entered  boforej  itiarching  all  the  way  on. foot 
himfelf,  and  driving  the  enemy,  even  froni 
their  inmoft  retreats,  with  a  terrible  flaugh- 
ter,^  till  they  we  recompelled  to  fue  for  peace 
at  the  difcretion  of  the  conqueror.  Proud 
of  having  furmourited  the  ftrong  barriers 
which  nature  had  opgofed  to  his  paflage,  and 
of  having  Subdued  this -warlike  people,  he  fet 
up  pillars  of  ftonc  in  feveral  places  to  which 
he  had  carried  bis  viaorigus  arms;  as  tro- 
phic* 
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phies  and  monuments  of  his  fame  to  poHe-- 
rity,  Giraldus  Cambreniis  affures  us,  that, 
in  his  time,  they  were  ftill  remaining  there, 
with  the  following  Latin  infcription,  refem- 
bling  thofe  of  the  Romans  in  fimplicity  and 
concifenefs,  engraved  upon   each  of  them, 

HIC  FVIT  VICTOR  HARALDVS. 

Probably,  the  Welfli  would  have  better 
defended  their  country,  if  they  had  been 
under  the  conduft  of  GryfFyth,  their  fove- 
reign  :  and,  as  in  all  his  former  life  he  had 
fliewn  fo  much  courage,  wc  may  reafonably 
conclude,  that  he  would  not  fo  (hamefully 
have  abandoned  his  people  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  a  war  which  he  himfelf  had 
brought  upon  them,  if  the  Englifh  navy, 
which  continually  guarded  the  coaft,  had 
not  prevented  his  return  into  any  part  of  ^ 
North- Wales.  Certain  it  is,  that  he  did  not  V.  Flo.  Wig, 
come  back  to  them,  till  the  latter  end  of  ^Jfo^ir^"^* 
fummer  in  the  following  year,  after  they  had 
been  forced  to  fubmit  to  Harold  ;  and  then  - 
hq  found  them  fo  incenfed  at  having  been 
left  by  him  in  the  time  of  danger,  and  fo 
averfe  to  any  thoughts  of  renewing  the  war, 
that,  inftead  of  affeoibling  themfelves  under 
his  ftandard,  as  he  urged  them  to  do,  they 
fent  hi5  head  to  Harold,  together  with  the 
prow  of  the  fliip,  or  galley,  in  which  he  re- 
turned.  The  Wellji  chronicle  tells  us,  that 
they  were  infligated  to  this  treafon,  by  Ble- 
thyn  and  Rywallon,  his  mother's  fons, 
whom  Harold  had  made  kings  of  North- 
Z  4  Wales 
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Wales  and  Powis-la^d,  as  he  had  ajfo  given 
South-Wales  to  Mercdyth,  the  eldefl:  fon  of' 
Owen,  whofc  father  Edwin  ha^  been  expel- 
led from  that  kingdom  by  Gryffyth.     This 
valiant  prince  had  ruled  al^  Walc;s  during 
four  and  thirty  years,  a  very  long  reign  for 
any  king  of  tnat  nation  !    Thofe  appointed 
by  Harold  were  obliged  to  t?ike  an  ojith  of 
fealty  to  Edward^  and  pay  him  the  full  tri- 
bute that  ever  had  been  paid  to  any  of  his 
predcceflbrs.   Thus,  by  the  valour  and  good 
conduA  of  that  earl  was  the  fovcreignty  of 
England  over  the  princes  of  Wales  more 
completely  eftabliflied  than  it  had  ever  been 
before.    But  he  built  no  caftles  in  the  coun- 
try, nor  did  he  plant  any  colonies  of  Eng- 
liih  there,  without  which  it  was  impoffible, 
that  the  fubjedion  of  a  people  fo  ufed  to 
arms,  and  fo  impatient  of  difhooor,  could 
Wdfli  Chron.  long  continue.  After  his  death  they  regained 
•foTic!  ^^  ^^^^^  independence:  during  which  they  were 
continually  and  moSt  grievoufly   difturbed 
with  deadly  feuds,  till  tne  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  and  fcventy  eight,  when  Gryf- 
jfyth  ap  Coiian,  and  Rhees  ap  Tewdor,  havr 
ing  united  their  arms,i  made  themfclves  en- 
tire  matters  of  North  and    South- Wales. 
The  claim  of  thefe  princes  to  thofe  domi- 
nions was  jB^ood ;  GiyfFyth  being  dcfcendcd 
from  the  eldeft  fon  of  King  Roderick,  and 
Rhees  from  the  eldeft  fon  of  Howell  Dha  : 
befides  which  they  were  valiant  njen,  a  qua- 
lification the  Welfli  regarded  more  than  any 

other 
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other  ptctenfioaa.  GryfFyth,  in  gainiiig  the 
fovereignty  of  North.- Wales,  was  aflifted  by 
an  army,  which  he  procured  from  the  king 
of  Ulfter,  whofe  fifter  he  had  married,  while 
he  and  his  father  Conan?  were  exiles  in  Ire- 
land. Upon  this  revolution,  Powis-land, 
which  aft?r  the  death  of  Rywallon  had  been 
annexed  to  North- Waks,  under,  the  govern- 
ment of  his  brother,  was  (hared  between 
two  fons  of  the  latter,  as  it  icems,  by  an 
agreement  with  GryiFyth  ap  Conan* 

Such  was  the  flate  of  Wales  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  and  feventy  nine,  when  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  provoked  by  fome  in- 
curfions  of  the  Welfh^    and  having   efta- 
bliihed  his  dominion  over  the  Engliih,  came  WelfhChron. 
to  St.  David's  with  a  mighty  army;    andP'"5*^«*> 
ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into  all  the  princes  of  HunJ^dPont 
Wales,    that,  without  refiftance,  they  fub-l- viuf.  zii. 
mitted  to  do  hiin  homage ;  he  demanded  no 
tribute  from  them ;  nor  could  they  properly         ' 
pay  it  when  they  became  his  vaflals  -,  the 
feudal  laws  exempting  thofe  who  were  ad- 
mitted to  homage  from  all  fuch  impofitions. 
It  does  not  appear,  that  any  of  them  rebel- 
led againft  him,  or  committed  any  depreda- 
tions upon  the  borders;  of  England  fo  long 
as  he  lived.     They  alfo  kept  peace  among 
themfeives  :  but  the  very  year  that  he  died, 
the  fons  of  Bletliyn  ap  Convyn  gathered  to- 
gether their  forces  againft  Rhess  ap  Tewdor ; 
who  was  conftrained  to  fly  to  Ii eland,  where 

he 
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he  liad  potent  alliances ;  and  from  whence' 
he  returned  with  an  army,  which,  being 
joined  by  his  friends,  enabled  him  to  recover 
the  kingdom  of  South- Wales.  Soon  after- 
wards the  earls  of  Hereford  and  of  Shrewf- 
bury,  confederating  themfelves  with  the; 
Welfti  on  their  borders  againft  William  Ru- 
fus,  ravaged  the  counties  of  Glocefter  and  of 
Worcefter.  Nor,  when  this  infurreftion 
was  quelled  in  England,  do  we  find  that  the 
Wehh  fubmitted  to  the  king,  or  that  their 
princes  acknowledged  his  fovereignty  over 
themi,  either  by  doing  homage  to  him,  or 
paying  tribute.  But,  in  the  fourth  year  of 
his  reign,  Jeftyn,  lord  of  Glamorgan  (hire, 
which  country  his  anceftors  had  governed 
for  fome  ages  under  the  kings .  of  South- 
Wales,  having  been  defeated  in  a  rebellion 
againft  Rhees  ap  Tewdor,  fent  one  of  his 
gentlemen,  who  had  ferved  in  the  army  of 
England,  to  fbllicit  fome  of  the  lords  and  . 
knights  of  that  kingdom  to  come  to  his  af- 
fiftance,  with  tempting  promifes  of  rewards 
and  emoluments  from  him.  The  propofal 
was  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  the  times. 
Robert  Fitz-haimon,  a  gentleman  of  the 
king's  privy  chamber  and  great  baron  of  the 
realm,  undertook  the  adventure.  Twelve 
knights,  of  cbnfiderable  note  and  diftinc- 
tion,  were  retained  in  his  fervice,  or  rather 
agreed  to  ferve  under  him,  with  a  large  body 
of  forces.  They  joined  thofe  of  Glamorgan* 
Ihire,  which  were  ready  to  receive  them,  and 

invaded 
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invaded  the  territories  o£  Rhees  ap  Tewdor, 
who  met  them  near  Brecknock,  and  giving 
them  battle  was  defeated  by  them,  and  flain 
in  the  adkion.  He  was  the  laft  of  his  na- 
tion who  poflefled  the  ancient  kingdom  of 
South- Wales  entire :  for  after  his  death  it 
was  difmembered,  and  prefently  fell  to  de- 
cay. When  Jeftyn  found  him/Sm  conqueror 
(if  we  may  believe  the  Welfli  chronicle)  he 
kept  all  his  engagements  with  the  Normans 
very  faithfully,  but  broke  his  word  with  the 
Welch  gentleman,  he  had  fent  to  them,  and 
to  whom  he  had  promifed  to  give  his  daugh- 
ter in  marriage,  if  he  fucceeded  in  his  ne^ 
gociation.  This  perfon,  whofe  name  wa» 
Eneon,  being  fruftrated  of  the  reward  He 
expedied,  and  burning  with  refentment,  fol- 
lowed the  Normans,  who  were  already  em- 
barked for  England,  and  complaining  to 
them  moft  bitterly  of  his  mafter's  perfidiouf- 
nefs  incited  them  to  turn  their  arms  againfl 
him.  He  affured  them  that  they  might 
eafily  conquer  his  country ;  as  from  his  trea- 
fon  to  Rhees,  he  would  be  deprived  of  all 
aid  from  the  other  princes  of  Wales.  Upon 
which,  partly  out  of  their  regard  to  the  man, 
and  partly  being  allured  by  the  bait  he  pro- 
pofed  to  them,  they  all  returned  with  him, 
attacked  the  lord  of  Glamorganfliire,  de- 
feated, andjQewhim.  This  is  the  account  See  the  hifto- 
which  is  given  by  Caradoc  of  Lancarvon  ^^^^^^^jy^"*^ 
but,'  according  to  another  very  authentic  re-  morgan,  in ' 
lation  of  this  affair,   Teftyn  refufed  to  per- !>'••  Poweir$ 
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form  the  covenants  he  had  made  with  the 
Normins^  through  the  mediation  of  Eneon, 
who  therefore  joined  them  againft  hiuu 
Certain  it  is  that  Fitz-haimon,  by  no  other 
title  than  that  of  conqueft,  feized  on  Glar- 
morgan(hire,  and  referving  to  himfelf.fome 
principal  parts,  with  the  feignory  of  the 
whole^  gave  all  the  reft  of  that  fair  and  fer^ 
tile  province  to  be  held  as  fiefs  under  him', 
by  the  twelve  knights  who  came  with  bifn, 
and  fome  others  who  had  afiifled  him,  par- 
We)ib  Ckroo.  ticulary  Eneon.  The  Wel(h  chronicle  feys, 
p.  121.  tjj^t  f^^j'g  ^^^  the  firfi  ftrangefs  that  ever  in-- 
habited  Wales  Jince  the  time  of  Camber.  .  But 
Ibidem,  from  foon  afterwards  Bernard  de  Neufmarch^, 
iw  150 lop,  another  of  the  great  Nornian  barons,  con- 
^*  '^^*  quered  the  province  of  Brecknock;  and  thefc 
examples  exciting  the  ambition  of  their 
countrymen  to  like  attempts,  fcyeral  of  the 
nobility  petitioned  the'  king  to  grant  them 
lands  in  Wales  under  homage  and  fealty,  if, 
by  their  own  arms,  they  could  win  them 
from  the  natives ;  which  he  did  very  wil- 
lingly, as  the  beft  method  of  fubduing  that 
people  without  any  charge  or  trouble  to  him* 
felf,  and  punifliing  their  princes  for  having 
withdrawn  that  obedience,  which  they  had 
fworn  to  the  Englilh  crown  in  the  reign  of 
his  father.  Accordingly  Roger  de  Mont- 
gomery, earl  of  Shrewflbury,  did  homage  to 
him  for  Cardiganfhire  in  South- Wales*;  and 
for  all  Powis-land,  of  which  he  afterwards 
fubdued  and  fettled  fome  diftrids,  particu- 
larly. 
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-  Jarly,  the  town  and  caftlc  of  Bald wyn.    This    Book  11. 
important  place,  which  commanded  one  of   ^■*'V^ 
the  fineft  parts  of  Wales,  adjacent  to  Eng- 
land, he  new-*fortified ;  and  called  it  after 
the  name  of  his  family,  which  it  retains  to 
this  day.  Araulph,  his  younger  fon,  obtained 
likewi^;,  in  South- Wales,  the  great  lordihip 
of  Dyvet,  napied  Pembrokefliire,  from,  the 
town  iand  caftle  of  Pembroke  built  by  him 
there,  in  a  fertile  and  open  country.     The 
^arl  of  .Chefier,  and  two.  of  the  Mortimers^ 
with  many  other  Norman  barons,  who  wer^p 
f(G;^c4  in  the  bordering  counties  of  England, 
became  vaiTals  to  William  Rufus  for  landa 
♦belonging  to  the  Welfli  in  all  their  three 
kingdoms,  wiiich  he  difpofed  of,  as  forfeited 
to  him  by  the  natives,  on  account  of  their 
rebellion  5  but  of  which  the  feveral  perfons, 
on  whom  he  beftpwed  them,  were  to  obtain 
the  pofleffion  at  their  own  charges.     What- 
ever conqoefts  they  made  they  endeavoured 
to  fecure,  by  immediately  building  ftrong 
caftles,  audi  as  far  as  they  could,  by  fettling 
in  them  colonies  of  Normans  or  Englifli. 
Thus  ,was  this  laft  afylum  of  the  Briton? 
broken  into,  ^)y  their  enemies,  on  every  fide. 
But  the  fpirit  of  the  Welfli  did  not  long  ^^j^  ^i^^^^ 
remain  patient  junder  thefe  ufurpations.  Gryf-  p.  1 52  to  155! 
fyth  ap  Cpnan,  who  then  \yas  king  of  North-  MaimOi.  dc 
Wales,  and  Cadogan  ap  Blethyn,  who  pof-  -o'  i.'.i^]  ^^' 
ieffed  as  much  of  South- Wales  as  remained  Huntingdoiij^ 
-unconqucred  by  the  Normans,  united  ^S^iti^\ilXdi\i 
.ihenii  and  having  defeated  them  in  two  or  par.  i.  f/266, 

three  267. 
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Book  n.    three  battles,  deftroyed  all  their  caftles,  c^-^ 

"^'"^"^■^^  cept  thofe  of  Pembroke  and  Rydcors,  and 
recovered  almoft  all  Dyvet,  Powis-land,  and 
*  South- Wales.  Nor  were  they  content  with 
expelling  thefe  invaders,  but  carried  their 
arms,  with  terrible  ravages  and  dcvaftations^ 
into  the  borders  of  England,  joining  all  the 
rage  of  a  barbarous  people  to  the  refcntment 
of  freemen,  who  had  lately  fliaken  off  the 
yoke  of  oppreffion.  William  Rufus,  in- 
flamed with  great  anger  and  difdain,  that  ai 
nation,  which  had  paid  obedience  to  his  fa- 
ther, fhould  dare  to  attack  and  infult  faitn 
in  his  own  kingdom,  raifcd  a  mi^ty  army^ 
tmd  marched  in  perfon  againft  them.  At 
his  approach  they  retired :  he  determined  ta 
follow  them ;  and  entering  their  country  at 
Montgomery,  flopped  there  ,awhile,  till  he 
had  repaired  in  fomc  degree  the  ruined  fort: 
^which  being  done>  he  tried  to  penetrate 
into  the  interior  parts  of  North- Wales.  But 
the- Welfh  fo  ftrongly  guarded  the  defiles  of 
the  mountains,  the  woods,  and  the  rivery, 
chafing  their  pofts  with  great  judgment,  and 
cautioufly  avoiding  to  fight  on  the  plains, 
that  he  made  little  progrefs.  Great  vzins  feH*^ 
his  horfcs  died  -,  and  his  troops  were  fb  bar- 
raifed  with  the  many  hardships  they  fuffered^ 
that  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  England,, 
and  leave  the  war  to  be  profecuted  by  the? 

H'id.aaQorcs  lords  of  the  marches.     But  although  they 

c  Xu  01  fupra.  ^^erted  their  utmoft  ftrength  and  valour,  they 
found  the  talk  too  hard  for  them;  and,  after 

fundry 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


OF     KING     HENRY     IL  z$t 

iundry  ilefeats,  Roger.de  Montgomery  earl  -^^^j^' 
of  Shrcwfbury,  William  Fitz-euftace  earl  of  ^  ;''" 
Glocefter,  with  many  other  noble  perfons, 
'having  been  flain;  and  all  their  caftles.in 
thofe  countries,  except  that  of  Pembroke, 
l)urnt  or  razed  to  the  ground ;  William  Ru- 
^us  himfelf  thought  it  neceffary  to  march  a 
fecond  time  into  Wales  at  the  head  of  a  royal 
army ;  and  made  all  the  efforts  to  regain  the 
provinces  he  had  loft,  that  great  courage, 
excited  by  the  higheft  indignation  and  fenfe 
of  (hame,  qotild  produce.  Yet  fo  valiant 
were  the  Welfh,  fo  prudent  their  leaders, 
and  fuch  the  difficulties  he  found  in  attempt- 
ing to  break  through  the^  faftneffes  of  the 
mountains,  that»he  now  fucceeded  no  bet- 
ter than  in  his  former  expedition. 

It  is  very  furpriiing,  that  a  king,  ever  vic- 
torious in  all  his  other  wars,  ihould  in  thefe, 
with  an  undifciplined  and  barbarous  nation, 
have  been  fo  foiled  and  diflbonored  !  William 
pf  Malmlbury  afcribes  it  to  the  nature  of  the 
country,  and  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
But,  as  to  the  firft,  Harold  likewife  had  t&at 
to  contend  with  }  and  yet  he  conquered  all 
Wales.  The  weather  indeed  might  happen 
to  be  better,  and  more  favorable  to  him 
than  it  was  to  William  Rufus;  and  rainv  or 
llormy  feafons  add  much  to  the  difficulty  of 
making  war,  in  woody  or  mountainous  coun- 
tries :  but  other  caufes,  and  not  fo  fortui- 
tous, may  well; be  affigned,  to  account  for. 
4  ,        the 
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the  different  fuccefs  of  thefe  princes.  The 
Norman  armies,  beiftg  chiefly  compbTed  df 
horfe,  and  encunvbercd  with  heavy  armor, 
Mrere  not  abie'to  aft  amdhg  the  fteep  preci- 
pices, and  narrow  p^ths  of  the  mountains, 
or  in  the  woody  vfeles  and  deep  bottoms;  iWt 
could  they  eafily  be  fubMed  in  thofe  barWn 
places  at  a  diftance  from  the  fea :  which  iM* 
conveniences  it  has^  been  Ihewn  that  Harold 
wifely  avoided;  by  ane^ther  mantter  of  arm- 
ing and  di^oi^og  his  fofce^.  The  Wel^ 
had,  indeed,  fobmi^ted  td)  the  Normaits,  urt- 
dcr  the  firft  king  of  tfiifrrace;  being  arwed 
by  the  great  name  of  WMi^m  fJk  CmpteH>r, 
and  yieMing  rather  to  tfee  reput^lfeft  t^rt 
force  of  his  arms:  v^rhcreas  thbfe  imprelifio^^ 
were  now  wo#ii  off:  fhey-had  tried  theif 
ilrength  with  the  Normans,  and  found  it 
Axperior  in  reputed  engagements  t  but  the 
greateft  diJwence  was,  that  they  were  liow* 
under  the  condad  of  ^le  atirf  flkiifuf  com- 
manders ;  which  advantage*,  more  important 
than  any  other  whatfoeve?,  they  had  been' 
deprived  of  by  the  aWence  of  Gryiffyth*  ap" 
Lhewelyn,  their  general  and  their  king; 
when  the  array  of  Harold  attacked  them  ittt 
tfce  heart  of  their  country.      , 

After  the  death  of  William  Rufus,^  his* 
fucceiror,  Menry  the  Firft,  fought  to  dividte 
the  Wellh  provinces  in  Powis-landland  South*-* 
Wales;-  thinking  that  this  would  be*  the 
cafieft  way  to  fubduc  them:  which' policy- 

proved 
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proved  fo  fuccefsful,  that  when  they  had    ^^  ^* 
wafted  their  force  in  long  civil  wars^  fomc  of  ^^'^^'^- 
them,  from  a  lieceffity  of  afking  his  affiftance 
dgainft  their  foes,  became  his  friends  and  vaf- 
fds;  particularly,  Cadogan  and  Meredyth^ 
fons  of  Blethyn  a{>  Convin,  He  alfo  ftrength- 
ened  thofe  provinces  of  South- Wales  which 
remained  under  the  power  of  England,  by  a 
new  colony,  very  proper  to  anfwer  that  in-* 
tention.    During  ^the  reign  of  his  father,  a 
|;reat  number  of  Flemings,  havihg  been  dri-  V,  GiraW. 
ven  out  of  their  dwellings  by  an  extraordinary  !^?™^^"''.^ 
inundation  of  the  fca  on  that  coaft,  had  comei/I*^c.  u?  * 
over  to  England;  where  they  hoped  to  re-Maimibf.89, 
ceive  a  proteiSion  from  the  queen,  who  wafe^^lg^^^ 
a  daughter  of  Baldwin  earl  of  Flanders.  The 40.1.  iv^ 
king  entertained  them  with  great  kindnefs]^^^|8<^^ 
and  favor,  not  only  out  of  regard  toherpa-^ctpjo^edca, 
tronage  of  them,  but  from  true  notions  offabann.iMi#. 
policy;  to  encreafe,  by  fuch  an  accefGon  of 
ufeful  inhabitants,  rfie  wealth  and  ftrength  of 
his  kingdom.  Many  of  them  were  planted  by 
William  Rufus  in  the  wafte  lands  of  Nor- 
thumberland, and  about  Carliflej  butothefs 
were  difperfed  all  over  England,  and  began,. 
by  their  multitude,  to  give  fome  uncafincfs; 
which  Henry  took  off,  and  availed  himfeJf 
of  them  to  yet  more  advantage,  by  fending 
them  all  to  fettle  in  South- Wales;  where  he 
gave  them  the  diftri<3:  about  Tenby  and  Ha- 
ver ford- Weft;  in  which  their  pofterity  re- 
main to  this  day.  They  Were  very  induftrious, 
yet,  at  the  fame  time,  very  valiant  ^  &ilfaJ 
Vol  II,  A  a  4a 
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inhufbandry,  manuFaftures,  and  comihfete^^^ 
and  equally  expert  in  tHe  ufc  of  arihs :  fo  that 
they  anfwcred  all  ends  >^likli  can  be  pfopbfed 
in  planting  a  colony,  cultlvaHon  of  land*, 
iniproyement  oi  trade,  and  delfehce  df  the 
y.  Maimft*  cbuntry,  William  of  Malm{b\!iry  fpeafes  of 
?"opra.  them  ^^s  a  ftrong  barrier,  which  reftratiied 
the  Welfh  in  thofe  regidns  from  infeftihg  tli6 
Engliih  territories :  and  cettiihly  fuch  a  plan- 
tation was  a  more  ^ffedual  fecurity  than  afij^ 
fortrefs  or  bulwark. 

k'  .  As  for  North-Wales,  6fyftyth  ap  Cohan, 

the  kiftg  thereof,  had  never  done  homagS,  or 
paid  tribute,  to  the  crown  of  Erigrahd^  feut^ 
*WftCk«».|3y  the.ftrength  of  his  eounfry.  Had  malii- 
P-'73»*7'4J  Gained  himfelf  independent;  having  loft  ortly 
fopie  diftridts  in  the  mbrfc  open  and  niaf itiihc 
parts  of  his  kingdom.  He  remained  in  ^is 
ftatetill  the  year  eleven  hundred  an^  ihif- 
t^en;  at  which  time  Tcihg  Henry,  havin(g 
rqppreft  the  troubles  in  Normandy,  fecurfecl 
thatdutchy  to  himfelf,  and  overcome  all  the 
enerqies  of  his  greatnefs  abroad,  recdvdd 
cotpplaints  from  the  earl  of  Ghefter,  that  fre- 
quent devaftations  were  made  in.  Chieftiire, 
^nd  part  of  Flintfliiie,  which  belonged  \o 
the  jurifdidion  of  that  earldom,  liy  the  Icing 
of  North- Wales,  or  by  the  rulers  of  pr6- 
vinces  under  him,  Gilbert  de  Clare,  earlfaf 
JPembrokeihire,  but  then  callfed  earl  of  Ch'ejp- 
ftow  from  the  chief  place  of  his,  reKidenCc, 
<6n)pkined  alfo  that  O  wen,,  the  fda  of  Cadogan 
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1^  Blethyn^  harboured  ahd  maintained  fom^ 
tmnds  of  robbers^  who  infefled  his  cou;itry.. 
Henry  fwore  in  his  aiigeri  that  he  would  noj 
leave  one  Welshman  alive  in  Powis4and  or 
North- Walcffi  but,  aftjr  having  extirpfite4 
all  that  nationi  would  plant  ineachof  th^m 
now  colonies  of  his  own  fubjcds.  To  exe-^ 
cttte.this^  he  drew  together  the  whole  fofcr 
of  his  kingdom :  and  Alexander  the  Fierce^ 
who  then  reigned  Jn  Scotland^  cdme  and  fef-*^ 
ved  hiili  in  perfon,  at  the  head  of  aconfidev 
raMc  body  of  Scotchi  Three  armies  were 
fctmtdi  one  under  the  conduft  of  this  prince 
arid  the  eirl  of  Chefter,  which  wisdefigned 
to  attack  North- Wales;  another,  led  by  the 
edrl  of  Chepftow  and, Pembroke,  which  was 
ordered  to  invade  thofe  diftridks  of  Souths 
Wales^  that  were  ftill  pofleffcd  by  the  natives 5 
4iiid  a  third,  commanded  by  the  king  of  Eng- 
land birtifelf,  with  which  he  propofed  to 
conquer  all  Powis-land.  But  upon  his  ap*- 
proach  to  that  CQUntry,r  Meredyth  apBlethyri, 
intimidated  by  the  dread  of  impending  de^* 
ftj*u<aion,  went  and  delivered  himfelf  up  to 
hi^  mercy;:  and  Owen  ap  Cadogan  fled  to 
Gfyfiyth  ap  Conan.  Henry  then  changed  his 
ftrft  defignj  and  joining  his  forces  with  thofe 
of  the  king  of  Scotland  and  the  earl  of  Cbef- 
ter^  invaded  North-Wales,  But  all  the  peo- 
ple of  that  resflm  having  retired  tq  the  moun- 
tains, and  carried  away  all  their  cattle  and 
provifions,  according  to  the  orders  which 
their  king  bad  prudently  given,  thefe  great 
A  a  2  re* 
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tegular  armies  could  not  parfue  them,  for 
want  of  fubfiftence,  or  from  the  impradica- 
bility  of  the  country  itfelf :  and  fome  detach- 
ments,  that  attempted  to  do  it>  were  attacked 
by  the  enemy  in  the  flreights  of  the  moun<^ 
tain$,  and  either  cut  to  pieces,  or  repulfed 
with  lofs  and  difgrace.  Under  thefe  difficult 
ties  Henry  had  recourfe  to  negociation,  and 
artfully  raifcd  a  jealoufy  between  Owen  and 
GryfFyth,  by  making  each  of  them  imagine, 
that  the  other  was  treating  a  feparate  peace 
for  himfelf.  Thus,  with  the  affiftance  of  Me- 
redyth,  whom  he  chiefly  employed  in  this 
bufinefs,  he  brought  them  both  to  feek  his 
friendihip,  on  fuch  conditions  as  juft  fufficed 
to  fave  his  honor,  but  were  not  anfwcrable, 
either  to  the  great  defigns  he  had  formed,  or 
the  extraordinary  forces  he  had  raifed.  For 
though,  in  confequence  of  this  treaty,  a  large 
fum  of  money  was  paid  to  him  by  GryfFyth, 
perhaps  as  a  fine,  or  compenfation,  for  the 
ravages  made  in  Chefliirc  and  Flintftiire,  we 
are  not  told,  even  by  the  Englifla  or  Norman 
writers,  that  the  Welfti  monarch  fubmitted 
to  do  him  homage.  And  the  fine  received  was 
by  no  means  adequate  to  the  cxpence  of  the 
ware  Nor  did  Henry  acquire  one  foot  of 
ground  in  the  kingdom  of  North- Wales,  or 
drive  out  any  of  the  ancient  inhabitants,  or 
planbirfmy  new  colonies  of  Englifli  or  Nor- 
mans^ either  in  that  country,  or  in  Powis- 
land*  The  earl  of  Chepftow  indeed  appears 
tohaveibbdued  thofediftrids  of  South- Wales 
4  which 
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which  were  then  pofleft  by  the  natives :  for, 
though  the  Welfli  chronicle  takes  no  notice 
of  what  he  performed  in  this  war,  we  find  by 
it  foon  afterwvds,  that  the  whole  of  that 
kingdom,  as  it  had  been  enjoyed  by  Rhees  op 
Tewdory  was  in  the  hands  of  ^King  Henry; 
from  whence  it  may  be  inferre4,  that  th?  re« 
4uftion  of  it  was  now  entirely  conapleted, 

.  But,  after  fome  years,  new  difturbances  welftChron. 
arofe  in  that  country,  from  the  prctenfions  P*  »7S*  *76* 
of  GryfFyth  the  ion  of  Rhees  i  who,  when 
his  father  was  flain  in  the  battle  againft  Ro-. 
l>ert  t^it^-Haimon,  had  been  conveyed  into^ 
Ireland,  and  remained  there.tiil  the  year  eleven 
hundred  and  thirteen  i  which  was  about  thq 
twenty  fourth  or  twenty  fifth  of  his  age  % 
when  he  was  permitted  to  retMrn  and  vifit  his 
fifter,"  who,  many,  years   before,  had  been 
miftrefs  to  Henry,  and  was  mother  to  Robert 
earl  of  Glocefter.     After  her  commerce  with 
the  king  was  broken  off,  Gerald  de  Windfor, 
a  gentlemaq  mufh  eftecmed  for  his  valour 
ftqd  his  prudent  conduct,  being  then  gover- 
nor of  Pembroke  caftje,  obtained  her  hand, 
and  was  made,  by  her  intereft,  lieutenant  to 
Penry  oyer  a  part  of  that  province.     With 
him  Gryffyth  was  allowed  to  remain  for  fome^ 
t^n>e,  unmolefted  by  the  king:  but  fufpicions 
arifing  that  he  began  to  carry  on  intrigues 
with  the  Welfh^  whofe  afFeftion  to  their  na-? 
tural  princes  was  ftill  unfubdued  in   their 
hearts,  or4ers  were  fent  to  arreft  him;  which    , 
.      A  a  3  being 
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pook  n.    being  informed  of^  he  implored  the  pFOtecif 
*'""'"^^~^  tion  of  Gfyflyth  ap  Conan,  the  friend  of  hi$ 
Weifli  Chion.  ^^^cr,  who  aflured'  him,  he  (hould  be  fttfe 
gt  fupra.       within  the  bounds  of  Nor th-Wales. 

When  Henry  received  intelligence  of  bis 
being  gone  thither,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  that . 
king,  in  terins  of  great  friendfliip,  defiring 
Jiim  to  come  and  confer  with  him  in  Eng- 
land :  which  requeft  being  complied  withj^ 
h^  received  him  very  honorably,  and  gave 
him  great  prefents,  fuch  as  the  poverty  of  the 
kings  of  North- Wales  had  not  been  accuf- 
|:omed  to,  ind  which  therefore  had  a  grea^ 
effe^  on  his  mind.  After  having  thui  en- 
gaged his  afFedlioris,  he  difcourfed  with  him 
in  private,  concerning  the  fon  of  Rhees  ap 
Tewdor,  whom  he  reprcfented  as  one  whofe 
ambition  would  difturb  the  peace  of  all  Wales, 
The  integrity  of  GryfFyth  ap  Conan  was  corv 
rupted  by  thefe  fedudions.  When  he  rer 
turned  to  his  kingdom,  he  commanded  a  body 
q£  foldiers,  whom  he  kept  in  readinefs  foF 
his  fervice  upon  any  occafion,  to  go  and  feiz# 
the  perfon  of  Gryffyth  ap  Rhees;  who,  being 
advertifed  of  his  danger,  took  refuge  in  a 
CaSrcff  •  9^^^9h.  The  Welfh,  of  all  Chriftian  nations, 
ta^briK  w?re  the  pioft  fuperftitious  in  the  refped  they 
gefcfipt. c.  8.  pa;d  tp  holy  places,  allowing  aH'criminalsV 
even  murdjelreris  and  traitors,  to  have  a  fecure 
prote<ftion  there,  pot  only  for  themfelves,  but 
for  their  fervants,  and  even  for  their  cattle  5 
to  feed  which  laft  ponfideraHe  tra<fts  of  paf- 

turc 
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tyFQ  ljin4  were  affi^n^d,  in  the  whcje  com- 
jKifs  whereof  ^|icy  were  fapred  and  inviolable. 
N^y,  witl)  relation  to  fome  of  the  principal 
chiirches,  fuch  as  that  pf  Aberdaron,  to  which 
Gfyffyth  ap  Rhee§  had  recovirfe^  the  right  of 
i^n^^iiary  yvr^s  extencied  as  far  as  the  cattle 
cp\fld  range  in  j  day  and  yetyrn  at  night, 
Yf  t  jhe  Icing  of  Nortl^- Wales,  having  viola* 
tjf4  his  prjOfnifC;^  and  the  law$  of  hofpitality, 
i^fHPle4  npj;  to  infringe  the  privileges  of  the 
ctiu.rch^  an(i  ordered  the  prince  to  be  dragged 
(^X  pf  h^$  ?ffyi^na  by  force.  In  doipg  this  he 
^jjpofgd  his '  authority  (o  fome  danger.  His 
f^Idler§  endeavoured  to  execute  his  orders;  but 
^y  wpre  ftronglyopoofedby  the  whole  clergy 
ojf  Jjjg  coijntry^  with  vjrhoqi  the  people  tool; 
pgrj,  p^t  only  from  their  bigotitry,  but  fron\ . 
c^rj^p^flipn  ancl  Ipve'for  an  innocent  Britifli 
pjfij^pg^  tii|e  laft  defcendanjt  of  a  long  line  of 
*)pS5.»  W.hpfe  niemory  they  refpe<3:eq,  facri^ 
^jped  now,  by  a  perfidious  and  inhofpitable 
pj9}icy,  to  an  odious^  foreign  power.  The  WclihChroii. 
f,Qpte}iJjpii  about  him  continued  till  night  ^^'^^^^ 
f^jni^  ppi  gnd  befor?  morning  he  was  fecretly 
cpjjyeyed  to  Stratywy,  a  woody  region  of 
Sp^itJi-W^les }  where  haying  anembled  his 
|Vfpij4s  he  made  a  fliarp  war  againft  the  Flem- 
ings and  Normans,  taking  and  burning  fom? 
piiftles,  and  threatening  even  that  of  Caer- 
;p^rthyn,  which  king 'Henry  had  made  his 
irpyal  feat  in  that  kingdom.  Thofe  who  had 
t]xc  charg.eof  it,  diftrufting  their  own  ftrength^ 
^s  infufficient  to  maintain  it,  fent  for  the 
A  a  4  nobles 
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^^^  hobles  of  the  country,  who  were  vaffals  to  the 
king,  and  committed  to  their  cuftody  both  the 
caftle  and  town,  requiring  each  of  them,  with 
the  aiUllance  of  his  own  men,  to  defend  them 
by  turns,  for  fourteen  days.  Owed  ap  Caradoc, 
who  was  a  grandfon  by  his  mother  to  Blethyn 
ap  Convyn,  firft  received  this  commiffioni 
and  notwithftanding  bis  near  relatioa  to 
GryfFyth  ap  Rhees>  a(a?ed'  agreeably  to  the 
truft  repofed  in  him,  and  the  oath  of  fealty 
he  had  taken  :  for  that  prince  making  a  fud* 
,  den  affault  on  the  town,  he  ran  to  oppoie 
liitn;  but,  being  forfaken  in  the  aftion.by 
moft.  of  his  men^  was  flain  upon  the  ramparb» 
The  town  was  pillaged  and  deftroyedj  and 
Gryffyth  returned  to  the  foreft  of  Stratywy^. 
like  a  lion  to  his  den,  from  whence  he  fire- 
quently  ilTued^  and  ravaged  the  whole  coun*» 
try.  The  fpoils  his  followers  had  gained  ii| 
the  plunder  of  Caermarthyni  and  the  re^i» 
tation  he  had  won  by  that  exploit,  drew  td 
his  ftandard  great  numbers  Qr  his  country=^ 
men  in  SoUth-Wales,  who  confidently' hoped 
that  he  would  recover  the  kingdom' of  hty 
father.  Thus  ftrengthened  he  vigoroufly  pur» 
purfued  hi$  fuccefs,  and  in  a  fliort  time  de* 
llrpyed  two  gaftl^s  of  the  Epglifli ;  upon  th<i 
fame  of  which  adlions  the  peopl?  of  Car^ 
ganfliire  Voluntarily  fubmittcd  themfelves  to 
pis  government;  calling  hiqi  to  deliver  them 
from  the  detefted  and  ignoniinious  yoke.c^ 
^he  Normans,  Much  pleafed  with  this  in- 
vitation he  entered  that  country,  and  by  the 
ffioft  i^apid  fucccfles  made  himfelf  maftcr  of 

it 
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It  as  far  as  Abcriftwyth,  which  town  he  be-    l^obkiL 
iieged ;  but,  being  there  drawn  into  an  am-    ^~^~^ 
bufli  laid  for  him,  he  was  defeated,  and  com- 
pelled to  quit  the  province.    Never thelefs  he  WclfhChron. 
maintained  himfelf  againft  all  his  enemies  in  ^^"^v^  »3^ 
die  woods  of  Stratywy,  till  at  laft  king  Henry,  *^  *  ^' 
who  had  vainly  endeavoured  to  deftrpy  him, 
by  fending  againft  him  Owen  the  fon  of  Ca- 
dbgan,  a  wicked  but  valliant  prince,  confented 
to  aflign  him  other  lands  in  South-Wales  : 
but  he  did  not  long  remain  in  poflcflion  of 
this  grant,  being  driven  out,  upon  accufations 
brought  againft  him  by  the  Normans,  which 
the  Welfli  chronicle  fays  were  falfe.     In  the  wdfhChroiw 
meanwhile,  fome  of  the  Welfh  in  Powis-^"*^**^**-*"** 
land  having  revolted,  the  Englifli  monarch 
once  again  marched  thither  in  perfon  to  chaf- 
tife  die  rebels.     In  pafling  a  defile,  he  was 
ftruck  by  an  arrow  on  the  breaft.     If  his 
habergeon,  or  coat  of  mail,  had  not  been 
^ftrpnger  than  ufual,  the  wound  would  have 
4>een  mortal :  but  the  ikill  of  his  armourer 
feved  him.    We  are  told  by  the  Welfli  chro- 
nicle, that  this  was  a  mere  random  fhot,  made 
at  the  Englifli  by  a  Welfliman,  who,  with 
others  of  his  countrymen,  had  been  pofted 
by  their  mafter,  Meredyth  ap  Blethyn,  to 
guard  the  pafs.     But  William  of  Malmftury  De  Hen.  i. 
faysi  that  Henry  was  marching,  not  in  the  ^'  89.  c.  30. 
enemy's  country,   but  his   ownj    and   that 
when  he  felt  the  blow,  he  fwore,  iy  the  death 
of  our  Lord^  his  ufual  oath,  that  the  arrow 
i:ame  not  from  a  Welfli,  but  Englifli  bow. 

He 
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Book  Xh    He  n^QC  was  jrblc  tp  dbfcover  the  trgitor ;  »nd, 

lit  fupra.  d^firqqs  of  €l>diag  th^  V^ar  j  Hrhich  Hfi  4i'cl> 
foon  ^fterw^r^^,  by  a  negpcialtiQn  withM^re-? 
dyth,  whq  (Uiipitt^d  to  p^y  him  f  $^ir^fwi, 
he»4  of  cgf jifi  ai>di  ^  fm»U  fmn  pf  wojie^jy 
a^  ^  4ne  fijv  ^^  ue^W«  cqmm\ttfii  in  tjws 
inf^rre.6tiop  l?y  Wrofqlf  ?^4  J?i§  nephfiWi  ojp^ 
yrhkh  tefi^s  He  v^ry  viUipgly  graptfid  to 
thefe  princes  pa^dott  ^iqd  ppjjf;e,  j^f>d  f^twne^ 
into  Engkndy  GryflFyth  ap  Cqnfii,  thpUjg/^ 
fl:rQpig}y  (^Ijcited,  t^oJc  i}p  p^rt  ^n  %)}h  war 
^gj^inft  th^  Engliui^  nor  4ql  i^^d,  apy  prGK>f| 
tbM  Meredyth  was  excited  tQ  it  by  9  i}^^^ 
CPnledprgicy  with  Gryjffyth  ^p  Rhecs. 


>»34»»i35- 


Ord.  VitaK  ^  yieat  hefoxc  the  4^^k  ^f  Henry,  whiliQ 
fub.  ann.  ^^  ^^^  jj^  NoTinandy,,  thefe  arofe  fomo  dif-« 
turbapces^  in  and  *ho^^^  thofe  diftrids  of 
Pembrofeeihipe  whfre  tfee  Flepiing?  wcr^ 
iettled.  For  the  native?  were  inipajtient  flf 
•thjeiis  Ar^ngers.^mong  fhf^i  ^^  they^  be^Qg 
yery  fenftiwe  how  much  thpy  w^fe  h^edf 
killed  without  mercy,  or  form  of  tri^l^  aijy 
pf  the  Welfli  who  w^re  difcpyerjed  by  the{)]i 
lurking  about  in  their  wpods>  from  ap  f^jprf? 
henfion  that  they  cajqa^  with  ^^  intei^t  to 
commit  fome  murder  or  robbery  5  which,  it 
muft  be  sjcknowUdgied>  th?  manners  of  tha^t 
peqple  gave  th? n^  caufe  to  fufpe.d".  ftut  a$ 
bare  fufpicipn  could  not  juftify  fuch  al^wkj(^ 
proceeding  when  the  nations  were  at  pejice^i 
and  fellow-fubjedts  ufi^ct  the  prqf^Q^Xion.of 

th<? 
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the  fame  king,  the  Wdfh  were  rea^nably 
provoked  at  thefe  afts  of  hoftility,  and  fome 
erf  the  braveft,  who  dwalt  upon  the  boMcrs 
of  the  Ple^iih  plantatiaas^  fudd^nly  taking 
up  ztmsy  aiTaulted  the  cafl)t  of  Pum  Fitz- 
Johii>  burnt  it  to  the  ground*  and  maifacred 
iali  the  inhabitants^  men^  women,  and  chil^ 
df en :  afber  which,  poiting  themfelves  in  the  i 
moA  injiceeflible  retreats  of  their  wopds,  and 
gathering  numbers  to  join  them,  they  infefted 
froQi  thence  the  whole  country  of  the  Flem- 
ings. Henry  thought  this  infurre^ion  of 
poafequence  enough  to  demand  his  prefence  ^ 
in  Wales  at  the  head  of  aa  army>  which  he 
prepared  for  that  purpoft :  but  the  intended 
expedition  was  ftapt  by  his  (Jifputes  with 
GeoiFry,  his  fon  in  law,  and  by  his  deaths . 
which  foon  followed* 

As  fopn  as  the  news  of  that  event  was 
brought  inio  Wales,  the  fpiritof  revolt  be- 
came much  more  diffiifive ;  and  even  Gryf- 
fyth  ap  Conan,  who,  from  a  perfonal  regard 
for  Henry,  had  been  many  years  a  fteady 
friend  and  ally  to  the  EngUih,  now  turned 
againft  them>  confederating  himfelf  with  the 
rebels  of  South- Wales.     King  Stephen  was  v.Geft.Rfg. 
hardly  feated  in  the  throne,  when  thefc  made^'^P^^-P'^^*'' 
a«i  incurfion  into  the  caunty  of  Pembroke,. Continuat.  ad 
a«d  cut  to  pieces  a  very  conliderable  body  of^ior.Wigom. 
Normans:  after  which,  being  animated  by ," -5, 1'Jj^f' 
their  fuccefs,  they  over-ran  the  whole  coun-  Brompton's 
Ify,  except  the  fortified  towqs  and  caaies,  Jr^^^^^- ||f^^^^ 

mafla- 
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Book  IL  maflacring  all  the  foreigners,  wherever  they 
WeKhChron.  ^na©-  Richard,  eldeft  fon  of  Gilbert  de 
p.i8StQi9o.  Clare,  to  whom  all  Cardiganfhire  had  been 
given  by  Henry,  was  treachcroufly  flain  by 
Morgan  ap  Owen,  in  the  courfe  of  this  in<^ 
furredion;  and  the  county  thus  deprived  of 
its  chief  governor  and  commander,  was  fu-- 
rioufly  attacked  by  Owen  Gwynethand  Cad**, 
walhder,  fons  of  GryiFyth  ap  Conan,  who^ 
with  the  afliftance  of  fome  nobles,  or  chief -^ 
tains,  of  South- Wales,  took  and  deftroyed 
the  caftle  of  Aberiftwyth^  and  two  or  three, 
others  in  that  province,  though  ftrong  and 
well  garrifoned.  Thefe  fortunate  beginning.^ 
having  excited  their  friends  to  fupport  theain 
they  received  great  fupplies,  and  were  joined 
hy  GryfFy th  ap  Rhees,  who  had  married  their 
fitter*  The  three  brothers,  with  vinited  forces, 
fubdued  the  whole  country,  as  far  as  to  Car*- 
digan,  then  called  Aberteivy,  driving  out  all 
the  foreigners,  and  peopling  it  again  entirdy 
with  Welib.  Againft  them  came  Stephei^ 
conftable  of  Aberteivy,  who,  after  the  dcm 
ceafe  of  Gerald  de  Windfor,  ha4  married 
Nefta,  his  widow  i  two  fons  of  Gerald,  and 
other  barons  who  had  eftates  in  thofe  part^ 
with  all  the  power  of  the  Normans  and  Flem- 
ings in  Wales  or  the  marches,  wjjich  they 
had  drawn  together,  in  order  to  recover  whaji 
was  loft  of  the  Englifh  dominions,  or,  ajt 
lead:,  to  defend  what  remained.  But  the  va- 
lour of  the  Welfh  feemed  to  be  raifed  aboue 
its  ufual  pitphi  under  the  condu£b  of  thoie 

princes 
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)>tlnces  by  whom  they  now  were  commanded^ 
The  Englifh  were  routed,  and  flying  to  theif 
caiUes  were  fo  hotly  purfued,  that  ^eat 
numbers  of  them  were  drowned  in  the  river 
Teivyi  by  breaking  down  of  a  bridge,  over 
which  they  were  pafling;  befides  three  thou*- 
iimd,  M^o  were  killed  in  the  battle  and  flighty 
dnd  many  more  taken  prifoners  t  infomuch^ 
that,  from  the  time  when  the  Normans  firft 
entered  Wales >  they  never  before  had  received 
fo  great  a  defeat^  nor  had  their  arms  been  fo 
difgraced  in  any  other  country.  The  Welfh 
iifed  their  victory  with  the  utmoft  inhuma« 
nity,  thinking  excefs  of  revenge  a  virtue>  and^ 
according  to  the  nature  of  a  barbarous  people^  . 
knowing  no  moderatioa  when  fuccefsfuU 
Soon  after  this  battle,  the  caftle  of  Aberteivy, 
with  many  diftridts  in  other  parts  of  South- 
Wales,  fell  into  their  hands.  The  fifter  of  V.G.  Cmh. 
the  earl  of  Chefter,  who,  after  the  murder  J]"?;;';™ 
of  her  huiband,,  Richard  de  Clare,  had  re- 
tired to  one  of  his  ftrongcft  caftles,  was  now  . 
befieged  in  that  fortrefs  by  thefe  mercilefs 
enemies,  in  want  of  neceflfary  provifions^  and 
expeiftingj  every  hour,  a  fate  more  cruel  than  , 
death  itfelf:  for  they  had  expofed  their  fe*<^ 
male  captives,  even  thdfe  of  the  higheft  rank^ 
to  public  proftittttit>n«  She  quite  defpaired 
of  relief;  the  Engliih  being  all  flain,  or  driven 
out  of  the  country ;  her  brother  far  off,'  and 
fo  taken  up  in  defending  the  earldom  of 
Chefter,  that  he  could  not  be  able  to  bring 
licr  a  timely  afliflance^    In  this  dreadful  flate 
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j^feW-  flid  wasr  prefenred  hj  the  courdge  and  g6o4 
condoA  of  Milo  Fitz-Waker,  then  conftable 
to  king  Stephen^  and  afterwards  made  earl 
t^  Hereford  by  the  emprc^'  Matilda,  of 
whonx  much  Ims  been  faid  in  the  ibrmftr 
book«  This  noblemani  being  in  Breckiiocki^ 
^ire,  which  he  bad  obtaiittd  from  King 
Henry  together  with  bis  wife,  the  daughter 
and  fole  beireia  of  Bernard  de  Neufmarch^ 
the  fir  A  conqutror  of  that  province/  received 
orders  from*  Stepiieai  Ho  ofe  his  tr^imoft  efforts 
to  deliver  the  nnfortanatfe  coont^fs  cf  Clare. 
The  enterpris^e  appeared  to  be  alnroft  impof- 
iible :  but  his  pity  of  her  diftrds,  add  the 
gallant  fpirit  of  Chivdry,  no  lefs'  than  his 
obedience  to  the  cominands  of  his  fbvereign, 
made  him  attempt  it.  He  inftaiHiy  marched^ 
with  a  body  of  chofcn  troops,  along  the  tofs 
of  the  mountains,  ind  ttioft  unfreqnented 
paths  of  the  woods  with  which  tibe  country 
there  was  covered,  and  ai'tiving  at  the  citftle, 
unfeen  by  the  enemy,  ^ho  thought  it  inac- 
cefiible  on  that  fide  to  the  Engl{h>  earned 
off  the  lady  and  all  her  attendants:  an  ac^ 
tion  refembling'  tho&  of  t&e  knights  in  ro^ 
m^ttces! 

i:  It  does  not  appear^  tbxt,  dncing^  ii\  thfe 
courfe  of  tirisr  war,  OlamorganihiSre  ever  was 
attacked  by  the  Wdfli ;  though  the  6ppor- 
tumty.feemcd  to  be  favorable  j  the  eatl  c^ 
Glotcefter,  who  was  lord  of  that  provinde 
by  his  mrarria^  With  the  heire&  thereof/ 

having 
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having  been  abfent  from  thence  altooft  the 
iSrhtole  tirtife.  But  as  that  nobleman,  on  the 
mothfcr's  fide^  was  lineally  dcrivccl  from  the 
MngStjfSouth*^ Wales,  and  baflardy,  by  the 
enftoms  and  laws  cJf  the  nation^  was  ac- 
cduttted  no  ftdn,  the  Weldi  might  naturally 
cdftfidfet  him  as  a  prince  of  thfeir  own>  and 
fof  this  rfeafoh  might  allow  him  a  portion  of 
Ihit  Mngdom  his  ahceftors  had  enjoyed  $ 
tfbeciallv  as  he. was  alfo  the  (on  of  a  kiii^ 
Ivhom  tftey  had  gte^ljr  tcfpta:bd. 

Whtti  the  cbnqueft  of  Cardiganfliire  was  WclfliChrwi. 
ifcnt!reljr /completed,    the  land  was  divided  [^""[^  P- «9« 
*atibng  the  tronfederatts.     In  the  following  ^  *^** 
year,  elevfen  hundred  ind  thirty  fev6n^  died 
Otyffyth  ap  RheeS,  Svho,  ih  the  Wdfti  chro^ 
nicle,  istalfed  tbeiigbty  idmr^  and  prop  ^f 
ISiihitb-'fraks  I  and  his  death  was  quickly  fol- 
ItoWed  by  that  bf  Gryrfyth  ap  Ccnan,  ftyled 
bv  tht  fame  hiftorian  the  only  definct  and 
jvi^y  of  (fU  Wales.   Both  indeed  were  princes 
of  Uricotnmon  abilities,  efpiecially  the  latter, 
'Wh6  had  rc^ed  fifty  years  in  a  country  fo, 
liable  tb  changes  of  government,  and  by  his 
Valour  and  policy,   had  hot  only  preferve4 
it  firbrfi  inteftift*  commotions,  but  freed  it 
'.from  its^rttier  fobjedion  to  England.  Afttr 
Ws^eath  his  dominions  were  divided  among 
hfe  ((yt\^\  but  the  fovereignty  Was  in  the  el-' 
deft,.  6wen   Gwyneth.      They  contmued, 
fomeftitnern  fraternal  concord  and  amity  bfee 
%ith  another;    their  atfitbition  being  em- 
ployed 
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Book  li.    ployed  in  endeavouring  to  expel  the  Englifhr 
and  Flemings  from  every  part  of  South*- 
Wales.     At  the  beginning  of  Owen's  reign, 
he  and  his  brothers  made  an  inroad  into  that 
kingdom ;  took  fome  caftles  that  the  Nor- 
mans had  lately  built  in  Caermarthynihire  ; 
and  burned  to  the  ground^  a  fecond  time, 
the  town  of  CaerrHarthyn.     King  Stephen 
fufFered  much,  both  in  reputation  and  do- 
minion, by  all  thefe  lofles  in  Wales :  but  a 
nearer  concern  employed  his  thoughts,  how 
to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  crown  of  England. 
The  urgent  neceffity  of  refifting  the  attempts 
of  the  WeKh  had  been  ailigned  as  a  reafon 
for  giving  him  that  crown  ;  but  he  judged 
it  more  neceifary  to  reflrain  and  fubdue  the 
opponents  of  his  title  than  the  enemies  of  his 
kingdom ;  and  therefore  left  the  defence  of 
the  Englifh  territories  in  Wales,   and  the 
bordering  counties  of  England,  to  thofe  who 
were  more  imniediately  interefled  in  them, 
the  proprietors  of  the  lands,  ^d  the  lords 
of  the  marches ;  only  fupplying  them  with 
large  fums  of  money  :  which  proving  inef- 
fectual, he  thought  it  expedient  to  make 
peace  with  the  Welfli,  by  leaving  them  all 
they  liad  conquered,  free  of  homage  or  tri- 
bute.    At  leaft  it  does  not  appear,  that  any 
fuch  mark  of  his  fovereignty  over  them  was 
ever  paid  to  him  by  any  of  their  princes  in 
^orth    or    South- Wales.     Yet,    by   thefe 
ihameful  conceilions  he  only  flopped  them 
a  while  from  further  hoililities;  but  loft  for 

ever 
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ever  the  aiFe€tians  of  all  his  Englifli  fubjeds 
in  Wales  and  the  borders.    It  appears  that 
all  the  lioble  families,  except  that  of  Clare, 
which  had  any  poffeffions  or  grants  within 
the  Wcifli  confines,  and  all  the  counties  of 
England  contiguous  to  Wales^  declared  for 
Matilda,    and   adhered  to  her,  during  the 
whole  civil  war.     Nor  did  the  treaty-made 
with  Stephen   prevent   the  Welfli  princes 
from  ftrengthening  the  earl  of  Glocefter  with 
a  numerous  body  of  auxiliary  forces.      In 
the  latter  years  of  this  reign,  the  fons  of 
Gerald  de  Windfor,  and  Gilbert  de  Clare 
earl  of  Pembroke,   made  fome  ^attempts  to 
recover  thofe  diftridts  of  South-Wales, which 
the  above-mentioned  peace  had  abandoned 
to  the  Welfli,  particularly  the  provinces  of 
Caermarthyn  and  Cardigan  :  but  they  were  Welfli  Chroi/ 
driven  out  again  by  the  fons  of  Owen  Gwy-  [o^"\ggJ*' 
^jneth  and  of  Gryffyth  ap  Rhees,  after  hav- 
ing been  defeated  in  feveral  battles,  and  hav- 
ing loft  fome  caftles,  which  Gilbert  de  Clare 
had  rebuilt.     Another  very  ftrong  one,  in 
Flintfliire,  had  been  often  unfucccfsfuUy  be- 
fieged  by  the  Welfl),  and  the  garrifon  of  it  WeWh  Chroni 
much  infefted  the  neighbouring  country,  till^*  *99» 
Owen  himfelf  came  before  it,  and,  notwith- 
ftandlng  a  very  obftinate  and  valiant  defence, 
took  it  by  ftorm,,  and  immediately  levelled 
it  to  the  ground.     A  little  before  he  began 
.  this  fiege,  he  had  loft  a  favorite  fon,  who 
.  had  diftinguiflied  himfelf  by  many  brave  ac- 
tions againft  the  Engliih^     The  weight  of 
Vol,  II.  B  b  that 
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J.?%^  P-  that  aftiaioin  lay  'fieayy  'dn.liis  miiid :  lie 
^'"'"^""^  'feezed  entirbly'dep^  allTetife  bf  joy : 

'  tuf^the  glory  of;tliis'«^  ifo  Tstfffed 

.  ''his  fp^irits,  tli^t  hd  (hodk  oflf^'his  |;ri^f/ahd 
VetuVned^to  His  fb^mfe^  If  all  the 

Welih  had  United  under  this  Wartial  prince, 
durihg  the  wedknefs^aiid  ctihfufibn  *wHch  the 
llbiig  <!ivil  War  betwei^n  Stephen  ahd  Matilda 

*  had  broiight^upon  Engliiid,  they  might  have 

driven  all  the  foreigners  out'of  thek  cbuntty : 

Wei&Chror.  but'the  diflehtions  tfrat  arofe  amit^ng'%eir 

from  p.  "99'  own  chiefs  interrupted  their  vi&oVies,  dihii* 

to  p.  204.      pijf)ie(i  their  force,   and  made Tome  of  them 

frien'ds    and   confedefatfes   to   the   Ehglifli. 

MadOcap  Meredyth,  who  then  *v(rashiafter 

oraltifibft  all  Powis-Und,  difdalnirig  to  hold 

^it 'under  the  fovereignty   of  North- Wales, 

joined  his  arms  to  the  fearl  of  Chefler's,* which 

ha(^  been  lately  viftorious'  agairift  the  Welfli 

in  thofe*  parts,  and  made  ^n' incurfion^  Vlth 

"him  into   the   territories  of  Owen.     That 

'  prince  gave  them  battle ;  and  though  their 

'  forces  were  much  fuperior  to  his,  both  in 
numbers  ;^  and  in  arms,  he  entirely  routed 
them,  and  cut  to  piecJes,  or  took  prifoners, 
moft  of  their  men ;  but  the  leaders  efcaped 

'by  the  afliftance  of  their  horfes>  the  (Con- 
quering army  having  none.  Hot  incurfions 
were  likewife  made  by  the  fons  of  Gryffyth 
ap  Rhees  into  the  territories  of  Madoc^  to 

'  revenge  his  treafon  againft  his  cduntry ;  for 
fiich  they  efteemed  his  confederacy  with  the 
Englilli :    but  while  their  arms  were  thus 

em- 
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vjeii^pioyed,    or  turned    againi):  .the  fons  •fif'    6<N>kli4 
tOiven,  iwith  whom  they  eften,  hkddifputes   ^--'-^^^ 
' on  jthe  xjdviiidn -df  conauefts^   the  .Engtiih 
^$Lnd  iFieipkigs    in  .Souta-». Wales   r^ecovefidd 
'^ecigtb^  .and  were  enabled  to  .id^fen4  their 
.  long^difpiitsd  pofla(3ions« 

Such  Was  the  (ftate  of  ali. Wales*  aiid  of 
the    Et^giiih    plantations,    or  .  fbttlenieatSi 
which  had  been  made  there  by  conqueft, 
'  when  Henry  t;he  Second  afcended  the  throne 
of.  England*     Thegepenal  chataiflter  of.  the 
Welfli>   as  it  was  in  thofe  days,  has  been 
given  with  fo  much  accuracy^  fpirit,   and 
judgment,  in  the  writings  of  <i7iraldus  Cam-» 
brenfis^  ^  celebrated  contemporary  author^ 
and  one  who  was  Jiimfclf  related  xq  them 
in  blood,  that  I.  thiiik  it  will  be  proper  to 
colle£t  what  he  has  iaid  in. different  places^ 
and  fet  the  whole  pidture  before  the  eyes. of 
the  ^reader.     He  tells  us,  that  not  only  the  V.i&U^i 
nobility  and  gentry,  but  the  whole  people  ^^^^'f'^f- 
of  Wales,  Were  univerfally  addidlcd.toarms:  fcript/cTa/^i 
that  they  gave  no  attention  to  commerce,  lo,?  1,12,151 
navigation,  or  mechanical  arts^  and  but  little  il^^f^^^c^i. 
to  agriculture  j    depending  fojr:  fuflenance'i.  ii.  ^.  ^.  ec 
chiefly   on  their  cattle  1    and  difliking,   or  *j*>f??^^f[^' 
rather  difdainmg^    any  Jabpuf ^  except  the  u^^  yftfiim 
toils  of  war  and  hunting,  in  which,  from  ^ 

their  infancy,  they  trained  themfelves  up 
with  unwearied  alacrity  j  military  exercifes, 
0r  the  fcvereft  fatigues  in  the  woods  And 
pipuntains,  being  their  conAant  divcxiiQns  iiy 

Digitized  byCjOOQlC 


HISTORY   OF    THE   LIF.E 

times  of  peace.  Their  bodies  were  natural)/ 
not  robuft ;  but,  by  this  manner  of  life, 
they  became  exceedingly  aftive,  hardy,  and 
dextrous  in  the  ufe  of  their  arms,  and  ever 
ready  to  take  them  up,  when  occafion  re- 
quired it.  To  fight  tor  their  country,  and 
lofe  their  lives  in  defence  of  its  honor  and 
liberty,  was  their  chief  pride :  but  to  die  in 
their  beds  they  thought  difjgraceful. 

A  very  honorable  teftimony  was  given  to 
their  valour  by  King  Henry  the  Second,  in 
a  letter  to  the  Greek  emperor,  Emanuel 
Comnenus.  This  -prince  having  deiired  that 
an  account,  might  be  fent  him  of  all  that 
was  moil:  remarkable  in  the  ifland  of  Britaii^, 
Henry,  in  anfwer  to  that  requeft,  was  pleafed 
to  take  notice,  among  other  particulars,  of 
the  extraordinary  courage  and  fiercenefs  of 
the  Welfli,  wio  were  not  afraid  to  fight  un^ 
armed  ivitb  enemies  armed  at  alt  points j  wil^ 
lingly  jhedding  their  blood  in  the  caufe  of  their 

■'  country^  andfurchafing  glory  at  the  expence  of 
their  lives.  ^  But  thefe  words  muft  not  be 
taken  in  too  ftridt  a  fenfe,  as  if  they  had  ab- 
folutely  worn  no  armour  :  for  they  ufcd 
fmall  and  light  targets,  which  were  com- 
monly made  of  hides,  and  fometimes  of 
iron  :  but,  except  their  breafts,  which  thefe 
guarded,  all  the  reft  of  their  bodies  was  left 
defencelefs  ;  nor  did  they  cover  their  heads 
with  cafques,  or  helmets ;  fo  that  in  com- 

•  parifon  of  the  Englifli,  or  other  nations  pf 

Europe, 
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Earopc,  they  might  be  called  unarmed. 
Their  ofFenfive  weapons  were  arrows,  and 
long  pikes,  or  fpears,  which  were  of  great 
ufe  againft  cavalry;  and  thefe  they,  occa- 
fionally,  either  pu(hed  with,  or  darted  ;  in 
which  exercife  the  whole  nation  was  won- 
derfully expert;  but,  more  efpecially  the, 
men  of  North- Wales,  who  had  pikes  fo 
ftrong  and  well-pointed,  that  they  would 
pierce  through  an  iron  coat  of  mail :  but 
tbofe  of  South-Wales,  and,  particularly  the 
province  of  Gucnt,  or  Monmouth,  which 
was  then  a  part,  of  that  kingdom,  were  ac- 
counted the  beft  archers,  not  being  inferior, 
in  the  ufe  of  the  long  bow,  to  the  Normans 
themfelves. 

The  common  people  fought  on  foot ;  but 
fome  of  the  nobility  began  now  to  ride  upon 
horfes  bred  in  their  own  country,  which 
were  high-mettled,  and  fwift,  but  not  very 
ftrong :  and  even  thefe  gentlemen  would . 
frequently  difmount,  both  in  combating, 
and  when  they  fled;  the  nature  of  their 
country,  as  well  as  their  difcipline,  being 
better  adapted  to  foot  than  horfe.  Their 
firft  onfet  was  terrible;  but,  if  ftoutly  refifted, 
they  foon  gave  ground,  and  could  never  be 
rallied ;  in  which  they  refembled  other  bar^ 
barous  nations,  and  particularly  the  Britqns 
and  .Celts,  their  forefathers.  Yet,  though 
defeated,  and  difperfed,  they  were  not  fub- 
dued;  but  prefently  returned  tQ  make  war. 
B  b  3  agaiiv 
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S^okit.     again  upbii  tfiCrfe  fr8rh  whorrl  they 'had  fled, 
^''"'*'^       by  ambufcades  and   night  marches,  or'  by^ 
fudden  aiTatilts,  when  they  were  leaft  ex- 
pected;'in  which  their  agility,  fpirit,  arid 
jrhpetuofity,  xnade  up  what  they  \/<^an ted  in 
Weight  and  flrninefs :  fo  that,  although  they 
V^ere  eafify^ overcome  in  a  battle  by  regulat^ 
troops,  they  were  with  great  difRculty  v^n-^ 
quifhed  in  a  war.    The  famp  vivacity  which 
iinifhated  their  hearts  infpired  their  tongiies* 
"[f hey  were  of  quick  and  (harp  wit;   tiatu-' 
f ally  eloquent,  and' ready  in  fpeaking,  with- 
out any  awe  or  concern,  before  their  fupe- 
ribrs,  or  in  publick'affemblies.     But  from 
this  fire  in  their  tempers  they  were  all  very 
paffionate,  vindictive,  and  fanguinary  in  their 
fefentments:    nor  was.  their    revenge  only 
,  iuddeh  and  violent,  when  they  received  any 
perfonai  injury  or  affront,  or  while  the  fling 
of  it  was  recent  in  their  mindis ;   but  it  was 
frequently  carried  back,  by  a  falft  fenfe  of 
honor,  even  to  very  remote  and  traditional 
quarrels,  in  which  any  of  their  family  had 
been  ever  engaged^  For  not  only  the  nobles 
and   gentry,    but   even   the  loweft   among 
them,  had  each  by  heart  his  own  geiiealogyji 
together  with  which  he  retained  a  conftant 
remembrartce  of  every  injury,  difgrace,  or 
lofs,  his  forefathers  had  fuffered,  and  thought 
it  would  be  degeneracy  not  to  reffent  it  as 
perfonai  to  himfelf :   fo  that  the  vanity  of 
this  people,  with  regard  to   their  familiesJ^ 
(erv$4  to  perpetuate  implacable  feudS/  an4 

«^  ^in4 
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a  kind  of  ciyil  war  ani9ng.  private  men ;  t^e^ 
fide^  the  diifentions  it  excited  ^among  their 
kings  and,  c^ief  lordf,  which'  proved  tl^e 
deurjudlioii  of  tlicir  national  union,  and  con- 
feq^uen|)y  brpkp  t^eir  national  ftrengtl^. 

They  were  in  their  nature  very  light  ai^d 
inconftanti    eafify  ini'pe.l|q(d  to   any  under- 
taking, ev^n  tne  moft  wicked,  and  dange- 
rous, apd^as  eafily  incinpeicj  tp  quit  it  again; 
dcfiroi^s  iof  ql^ange,  and  not  to,  Ije  held 'tjy 
JUiy^  bpnds  ofj'faidi,  or   oaths,  wl^ich   t^ey^ 
viplatjcd  without  Icrupij^  or  fenfe  of  il^aijne* 
b9th   iv\  publick  ana   private   tranfa|^ions. 
To  plfinfkr  and  vo^  \^  fcarce  accounted  . 
diflipnqrable  among  tj}em<,  even  whejn  CQm-' 
mitted  agaxr^ft  t^^it  own  couQtryraen,  f^uch 
lefs  agamft  for^eignefs^     *^Vy  hardly  ever 
njarried  without  a  prioij  cohabitation  ;  it  be- 
ing cuftomary  for  parents  to  let  out  their 
djiughtefs  to  young  mep  upon  trial^  for  a 
fum  oj^  ^pn^  paidj  .^own^  aiid  under'  a  pe^ 
n^ltyt  ^reedr  upon   between  them,  if  the 
gjrls  were  returned,    I'hf  People  in  general, 
and  more  eipy^ciaUy  their  princes  and  nobles, 
gave  themfelves  up  to  e^s^ceflive  lewdnefs  5 
b/Jtt  w;ere  reniarkably  temperate, in  eating  and 
drinking,  conftantly  faftij^g  till  evening,  and 
then  making  a  fober  meal;  unlefs  when  they 
were  entertained  at  the  tables  of  foreigners, 
where  th?y  indulged  themfelves   immode- 
rately, both  in  liquor  ^d  food,  palling  at 
oncfi  frpip  jh^ir  habit  of*  abjftinence  to  the 
B  h  4  moft 
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Book  II.  jnoft  riotous  and  brutal  excefs:  but,  ncvcr-- 
thelefs,  when  they  came  home,  they  returned 
Tyith  great  eafe  to  their  former  CQiirfe  of  life; 
arid  none  of  their  nobles  were  led  by  the  exr  - 
ample  of  the  Englifh,  to  run  out  their  for^ 
tunes  by  a  profufenefs  in  keeping  a  table. 
No  kind  of  luxury  was  yet  introduced  into 
their  manner  of  living ;  not  even  a  decent 
convenience,  or  neatnefs.  They  feemed  to 
be  proud  of  not  wanting  thofe  delicacies 
which  other  nations  are  proud  of  enjoying. 
Their  kings  indeed,  arid  a  few  of  their  prin- 
cipal nobles,  had  built  fome  caftles,  in  imi-  , 
tation  of  the  Englifti ;  but  moft  of  their 
gentry  ftill  continued  to  dwell  in  huts  made 
of  wattles,  and  fituated  in  folitudes,  by  the  ' 
fides  of  the  woodsj,  as  moft  convenient  for 
hunting  and  pafture,  or  for  a  retreat,  in  time 
of  war.  They  had  no  gardens,  nor  or- 
chards, nor  any  improvements  about  their 
dwellings,  which  tney  commonly  changed 
every  year,  and  removed  to  other  places  (a? 
the  Britons  and  Celts/ tKeiranccftors,  had 
beep  accuftomed  to  do)  for  the  fake  of  frefh 
pafture  and  a  new  fupply  of  game. 

Their  furniture  was  a§  fimple  and  mean 
gs  their  houfes,  fuch  as  might  anfwer  the ' 
mere  hcceflities  of  grofs  and  uncivilized  na- 
ture. The  only  elegance  among  them  was 
muiick, '  which  they  were  To  fond  of,  that 
in  every  family  there  generally  were  fomc 
who  played  on  the  harps  and  /kill  in  that 

'  inftrument 

J     .  .         .  .     4    .     t 
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inftrument  was  valued  by  them  more  than 
all  other  knowledge.  This  greatly  contri- 
buted to  keep  up  that  chearfulnefs,  which 
was  more  univerfal  and  conftant  in  theWelfh 
than  in  the  Saxons  or  Normans. 

Notwithflanding  their  poverty  they  were 
fo  hofpitable,  that  every  man's  houfe  was  - 
open  to  all ;  and  thus  no  wants  were  felt  by 
the  moft  indigent,  nor  was  there  a  beggar 
in  the  nation.  When  any  ftranger,  or  tra- 
veller came  to  a  houfe,  he  ufed  no  other 
ceremony,  than,  at  his  firft  entrance,  to  de- 
liver his  arms  into  the  hands  of  the  mafter, 
who  thereupon  offered  to  wa(h  his  feet; 
which  if  he  accepted,  it  was  underftood  to 
iignify  his  intention  of  flaying  there  all 
night;  and  none  who  did  fo  was  refufed. 
Whatever  the  number  or  quality  of  their 
guefts  might  happen  to  be,  the  matter  and 
miftrefs  of  the  houfe  waited  on  them,  and 
would  not  fit  down  at  table  with  them,  or 
tafte  any  food,  till  they  had  fupped.  The 
fire  was  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
on  each  fide  of  which  was  fpread  a  coarfc 
bed  of  hemp  over  a  thin  n\%t  of  ruQies, 
where  the  whole  family  and  their  guefts 
flept  together,  without  even  a  curtain  be- 
twixt them.  Their  feet  lay  always  next  to 
the  fire,  which,  being  kept  burning  all  night, 
fupplied  the  want  of  bedcloths,  for  they  had 
no  covering  but  ^hecloaths  they  wore  in  the 
day. 
^  It 
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It  was  cuftomary  amoBg  then^^t^, receive^ 
in  a.  mpjixing  large,  companies  of  your^g^m^n, 
who,  following,  no  occupatipn  but  armf,, 
wfaenevQr  they  w^iTC;  not  in  aifticin  firp^led, 
over  the  countjry„^n4  entf^fed  into  any  ho^fq. 
that  they  found  in  their  way ;  where  they 
w^re  entertained,  till.  tUp,  evening,  with  tl^e 
_  mufiek  of  tbQ  harp  and  free  cpnveirfatipq 
with  the  yqung  women  o£  the  faipiily:  upoxi. 
which  Ciraldus  Canabjrenfis  mafees  tbjs  re* 
ixurk,  thgt  of  allithc  njttipns  in  thg  ijqiyerfq. 
nonewere  ipore  jealpu^  pf  their  women  thian 
the  Irifti,  or  lefe  thaA  the  Welflj.  In  otbet 
refpefts  l heir  mariners,  fo  nearly  agreed,  wheij^, 
that  aiaUior  wrote,  as.  tp  difeover  thjp.  marlfi^ 
of  a  Celtic  origin  cpmn:¥:)n  tp  boUj, 

V.TacitDmin  One  is  furprifed  in  obfervirig  hpw^  al^fp-^ 
jittAgricoi3?,lutely,  the  Britons,  after  their  retreat  into- 
Wales,  loft  all  thp  culture  they  had  received 
»  fwm  the  Romans,  and^  inftead  of  refining 
the  ancient  inhabitants  of  th^t  part  of  tlje 
ifland,  relapfed  themfelvet  into  their  rudg 
and  barbarous  manners.  This  is  the  naor^ 
wonderful,  becaufe  the  Latin  tongup  and  no  . 
contemptible  ihare  of  its  learning  >yere.  ioi^g 
preferved  in  their  public^  fehools,  aRjd  con- 
tinued, though  indeed  in  a  declining  ftatc, 
even  down  to  the  times  of  which  I  write. 
They  bad  alfo  retained  the  profeflipn  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  but  debafed  with  grofs 
fuperftitions :  Giraldus  Cambrcnfis  informs 
us,  that  they  paid,  in  his  days,  a  more  dc-r 

rout 
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Vtout'reverence  to  churches  and  churchmen, 
to  the  relkfcs  of  faiftts,  to  crofles,  and  to 
bells,  than  any  other  nation.  Whenever  any 
of  them  happened  to  meet  a  monic,  or  other 
CGclefiaftick,  they  in  ft  an  tly  threw  down  their 
arms,  and  bowing  their  heads,  iinplorcd  his 
benediftion^  '  When  they  undertook  a  jour-* 
ney  into  any  foreign  country,  or  when  they 
married,  or  were  enjoincd^by  their  confeflbrs  * 
any  public  penance,  they  paid  a  full  tenth 
of  all  their  goods,    which  they  called  tbe 
great  tythcy  in  the  proportion  of  two  parts 
to  the  church  wherein  they  had  been  bap- 
tized, and  one  to  their  bifhop.     How  far  ' 
they  carried'  their  refpe<9t   to  afylums  and 
fahftuaries  has  already  been  mentioned;  The 
excefs  of  their  fuperftition  with  relation  to 
thi^  point  is  cenfured-  by  Oiraldus  Cambrenfis 
hlmfelf^  as  great  a  bigot  as  he  was  ;  and  it 
ciertainly  muft  have  been  one  principal  caufe, 
why  fo  many  murders  and  other  crimes  were 
committed    among   them.     Their   hermits 
were  celebrated-  for'  fevcrer  aufterities*  than 
any  others  in  Europe,   the  vehemence  of 
their  temper  carrying  their  virtuejr,  as  well 
as   vices,   into   extremes.      Prlgrimages^   to 
Rome  were  their  favoriti  mode  of  devotion, 
though  they  had  many  faints  of  their  own 
jiatioir,  whofe  fhrines  they  adored  with  the 
irfindeft'Yuperftition.     In  (hort,   their  reli- 
gion,  for  the  moft  part,    was  fo   different 
from  genuine  Chriftianity,  that  either  it  was 
pt-ejudicial  to  civil  fociety,  or  did  it  no  good^ 

The 
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Book II.  The  firft  oft  of  government,  relating  to. 
wdHiChron.  Walcs,  that  we  find  to  have  been  done  by 
p.  305.  Henry  the  Second,  was  his  ftrengthening  the 
colony  of  Flemings  in  Pembrokefliire,  by 
allowing  fome  of  the  Flemiih  mercenaries, 
whom,  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  he  ba- 
niihed  out  of  England,  to  go  to  their  coun- 
trymen eftablifhed  in  that  province,  and  fettle 
among  them.  This  was  a  very  prudent  and 
politick  meai'ure.  For  they  were  as  fervice- 
able  there  to  him  and  his  realm,  as  they  had  . 
been  hurtful  in  England.  The  former  plan- 
tati'  a,  after  the  Welfli  had  fubdued  the  bor- 
dering provinces,  had  with  invincible  courage 
maintained  their  ground,  till  the  deceafe  of 
King  Stephen.  A  ceflation  of  hoftilities  on 
the  part  of  the  Welfh  foon  followed  that . 
event :  theh*  princes  becoming  jealous  the 
one  of  the  other,  and  more  inclined  to  dif- . 
pute  among  thelnfelves  the  pofTeffion  of  the 
conquefts  they  had  made,  than  to  attempt 
more,  either  feparately,  or  confederated  to- , 
gether.  This  reinforcement  of  brave  and 
veteran  fpldjers  was  therefore  fufficient  to 
defend  the  i^lemifli  colony ;  and  Henry  was 
contented  with  thus  fortifying  that  part  of 
South-Wales  which  was  ftill  poffefled  by 
his  fubjedls :  but  as,  in  the;,  late  civil  war, 
his  mother  had  been  afFedtionateiy  fcrved  by 
the  Vv^elfh,  and  he  was  embarrafled  with 
feveral  more  urgent  affairs  at  the  beginningj 
of  hjs  reign,  he  fuffered  their  princes  to  re- 
tain the  provinces,  which,  under  that  pf  Iii$ 

predc- 
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predeceflbr,   they  had  recovered  from  the 
Englifh :    yet  not  by  a  ceflion  of  them^  or 
any  acknowledgement  of  the  right  of  thofe 
princes;  but  by  a  bare  acquiefcence,  which 
left  him  at  liberty  to  affert  his  own  preten- 
fions  to  the  dominion  thereof,  and  the  claim 
of  his  fubjedls  to  the  lands,  at  a  more  pro- 
per feafon.     All  Powis-land,   except  fome 
diftrids  between  the  Wye  and  the  Severne, 
which  were  held  of  his  crown  by  the  earl  of 
Chefter  and  other  barons  of  England,  was 
then  under  the  government  of  Madoc  dp 
Meredyth,  his  friend  and  vaflal.     But  the 
condud  of  this  prince  had  rendered  him  fo 
obnoxious  to  the  reft  of  his  countrymen, 
and  more  efpecially  to  Owen  Gwyneth,  that, 
with  a  view  to  his  future  fecurity,  he  dili- 
gently employed  all  his  credit  with  Henry, 
to  incite  him  to  make  war  againft  North- 
Wales,  in  order  to  reduce  it  under  its  former 
fubjedtion  to  England.     Thcfe  inftigations 
were  vehemently  enforced  by  Cadwallader, 
brother  to  Owen;   who,  having  killed  his 
own  fon-in-law,  the  eldeft  fon  of  GryfFyth, 
late  prince  of  South- Wales,  in  fingle  com- 
bat, upon  a  fudden  quarrel,  had  been  driven 
out  of  his  country  by  Owen  himfelf,  and 
was  now  an  exile  in  the  court  of  England  ;  Itincr.  Camb. 
where  he  fued  to  the  king  for  aid  to  recover  |;^^-  ^•^°- 
his  lands.     In  this  fuit  he  was  alBilcd  by  allp,  ^g^'. 
the  relations  and  friends  of  his  wife,  a  lady  Gui.Neubrig. 
of  the  noble  and  powerful  {loufe  of  Clare.  ^;g""  P*  ^^*' 
But,    more  than  all  their  perfuafions,   t^ie^ 
_     ,  defire 
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;*q«fcg'  t4«fire  of  Jfioiy,  and  -a  jufl:  fcnfe  of  tiic  im- 
2Jj;^^^„;p  of  the  ^obj^a  .ptopofed   to  him^ 

Kf.  Wdftm.  ^t  urgtd  Heeirj  on  Ixim  this  war.     He  thovigkt 
Annaiesde    ^j^-  would'feea  rpproach,  and  a^^ain  to  bi$ 
fabIo^,Ti  57.  honor,  if.  he^oitfldfoffet  any  longer  a  petty 
Wdih  Chroiu  priiKe  of  North* Walcs,  whofe  ppcdeeefibrs 
Brow^or"'*^^^  been  tAbutaities  and  -vaflals.to  England 
ChroQ.  fub    in  iovmtr  ^inies,  to  hold  hi^  dominions  inde^ 
•Wt  njS,    peodent  on  him,  M^hofe  enapke  extended  fo 
'  lar  Beycmd  that  of  any  other  mooarchi  that 
<  ever  had  reigned  in  this  ifland.     Nor  ciould 
'  he^  in  the  high  and  flourifliing  ftate  of  bis 
kingdom,- oe  eafy  under  the  iof$  of  thofe 
V  provinces  -of  Sowth- Wales,  which  the  weak- 
nefs  of  Stephen's  government,   amidft  the 
<'diftra<%ions  of  civil  war,  had  enabled  the 
'  Welflb  to  reconquer  from  the  Englifh  j  efpe- 
.  cially,  as  neither  the  fons  pf  Gryffyth  gp 
Rhces,  nor  thofe  of  Owen  Gwyneth,  had 
ever   done  him  homage  for  the  territories 
they  held  in  any  parts  of  that  country.     He 
i  knew,  that  none  of  his  fubjedts,  who  ftill 
retained  their  pofleffions  within  the  limits 
.  of  Wales,   could  hope   to   enjoy  a  lading 
•  tranquillity,  unlefs  he  fubdued  the  arrogance 
of  thofe  ambitious  princes,  and  forced  them 
to  acknowledge  that  he  was  their  fovereign* 
There  was  no  enterprise,  which  could  be 
undertaken  by  him  in  foreign  parts,  fo  ne- 
ceffary  as  this;  or  of  equal  advantage  to  his 
great  intereji-,  that  is,  to  the  intereft  of  his 
regal  dominions.      He  therefore   refolyed  to 
attempt  it,   aod  having  drawn  out  of  the 

whole 
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/whole  militia  of 'fen^land aVery  great  arniy>    B&ofc«. 
'lie  led  it  thrbfigh  CheMre  into  Flititfliire,  vid!^aI]ladM 
ailid  'advatiCi^d  tbWards  ^^flngwerk,  a  caffkciut.uifopo^ 
hxitlt  by  in   earl  of    Cheftbr,    which  the 
"Welfh,    in  the  late  feign,    had  taken  and 
/d^hioliflifed.    ^At  ^this  phce,  or  nigh  to  it, 
b\ven  Gwj^rlietli  lay  fentarftped,  with  all  the 
fdrcfes'  he  could  colledt  out  of  a  populous 
nltion,    in   which    (excepting  the   clergy) 
leVery  man  was  a  foldier.    He  feemed  deter- 
mined to  'flay  there  ind  give  battle  to  the 
king ;'  but  this  appearance  was  orily  an  arti- 
fice, to  draw  the  Ehglifli  into  a  narrow  and 
difficult  pafs,  between  two  ranges  of  hills, 
where  he  had  fecretly  placed  a  numcrousf 

*  ambiifcade,  under  the  command  of  his  fons. 
Henry,  too  confident  in  the  flrength  of  his 

'  army,  and  not  confulting  enough  with  thofe 

'who  had  a  rtibre  perfeift  knowledge  of  the 

CbUntry,  fell  into  the  fnare,  and  paid  dearly 

for  his  raihnefs.  When  he  and,  his  vanguard 

*  were  engaged  in  the  middle  of  thefe  ftreights, 

*  the  WeUh,'  rifing  at  once,  with  the  molt 
'  horrible  outcries,  from  under  the  cover  of 
'  the  woods,  that  hung  over  the  ftcep  and 
'  rocky  lides  of  the  pafs,  affaultcd  them  with 

jftones,  arrows,  and  other  raifl^le  weapons^     ^ 
The  difadvantage  of  the  place,  the  confufion 
they  were   thrown    into,    the   difmay  that 
came  upon  them,  quite  difablcd  them  froni 

'  refifting  this  unexpeded  attack  •     Two  great 
barons,    Euftace  Fitz-John  and  Robert  der    , 

'  Courcy,'were  flain^     Henry  finding  it  im- 

poffible^ 

y  
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Book  II.  .  poffible  to  advance  any  further,  endeavoured 
"^  *  to  retire  back  to  the  entrance  of  the  ftreights, 

and  with  much  difficulty  performed  it ;  but 
moil  of  the  troops,  which  had  compofed  his 
vanguard,  were  miferably  deftroyed,  before 
he  was  able  to  difengage,  either  them,  or 
himfelf,   fromi   this   fatal  fit uation.     Some, 
who  efcaped   by  flight,    carried  their  fear 
along  with  them,  and  meeting  the  reft  of 
the  army,  who  wer?  advancing  in  good  or- 
der to   the  entrance   of    the  *pafs,    fpread 
among  them  a  report  of  the  death  of  the 
king :  upon  which,   Henry  de  EiTex,  here- 
ditary ftandard-bearer  of  England,  was  ieized 
with  fuch  a  terror,  that  he  threw  to  the 
ground  the  royal  ftandard,  and  cried  aloud, 
*^  The  king  is  flain  !''    The  confternation 
became  general ;  the  troops  fell  into  difor- 
der;  the  Welfti  perceiving  it,  iflued  forth, 
and  attacked  them  with  great  fury  5  the  whole 
army  would  have  been  routed  in  the  moft 
(hameful  manner,  if  Henry,  at  this  inftant, 
had  not  fhewn  himfelf  to  them,  and,  with  a 
countenance  full    of   alacrity,    encouraged, 
rallied,   and   led   them   on   to   the  charge. 
Animated  by  the  joy  of  feeing  him  fafe, 
they  quickly  drove  the  enemy  back  into  the 
wood.     He  then   drew  off  his  forces,    and 
encamping  them  in  a  ftation  where  he  had 
nothing  to  fear,  deliberating  with  his  barons 
ond  otner  principal  officers,  what  meafu res 
he  Ihould  pur/ue  in  the  managenient  of  the 
war,  againll:  fuch  dangerous  enemies,,  whofe 
3  valour 
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Valour  he  found  (o  prudently  conduced. 
The  plan,  he  now  formed,  was,  to  leave 
upon  his  left  the  traft  of  woody  hills,  through 
which  he  had  fo  unhappily  attempted  to  pafs^ 
and  march  along  the  fea-fliore,  till  he  fhould 
get  beyond  Bafingwerk,  to  the  back  of  the 
poft  the  Welfh  had  taken ;  at  the  fame 
time  ordering  his  fleet  (as  Harold  had  done) 
to  cruize  along  the  coafts,  and  make  de* 
fcents  upon  the  open  parts  of  the  country. 
But,  when  Owen  was  informed  of  thefe  re- 
folutions,  he  retired  to  a  ftrong  poft  in  the 
mountains  of  Snowden,  and  there  encamped. 
Henry  immediately  fubdued  all  Flintftiire; 
and,  to  fecure  his  pofTeflion,  made  roads  for 
an  army  to  pafs  without  difficulty  through 
the  whole  province ;  cut  down  the  woods ; 
rebuilt  the  important  caftles  of  Ruthlan  and 
Bafingwerk ;  began  that  of  Flint ;  and 
founded  a  houfe  for  the  Knights  Templars, 
which  was  a  new  kindof  garrifon,  unknown 
before  in  that  country,  but  as  ufeful  as  any 
other  to  bridle  the  Welfh.  While  he  was 
employed  in  thefe  works,  Owen,,  dreading 
the  confequences  of  their  being  completed, 
came  down  from  the  mountains,  and  ad- 
vanced to  the  borders  of  Flintshire.  Several 
ikirmi(hes  happened  afterwards  between  the 
two  armies,  but  no  general  adion;  the 
Welfh  prince  being  afraid  to  venture  a  battle 
in  an  open  or  level  country,  and  the  king 
of  England,  inftrudted  by  the  lofs  he  had 
fufFered,  as  carefully  avoiding  to  expofe  him- 
Vol.  IL  C  c  felf 
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{elf,  or  his  army,  to  any  more  ambufcades* 
In  the  mean  time  a  great  fleet,  aflfembled 
at  Chefter  by  his  orders,  bad  failed  from 
that  harbour,  and  aflifted  his  operations  in 
Flintfhire ;  after  which  he  fent  it  to  infeft 
the  other  coafts  of  North-Waks,  qndcr  the 
command  of  Madoc  ap  Mcredyth,  whom 
he  employed  in  this  fervice,  to  render  the 
enmity  between  him  and  his  countrymen 
more  irreconcileable.  Some  of  the  forces  of 
that  prince,  in  conjundtion  with  the  Englifh, 
made  a  defccnt  on  the  ifle  of  Anglefey  5 
where  they  ravaged  the  country,  and  plun- 
dered even  the  churches,  without  refiftance: 
but  as  they  were  returning  to  their  fhips^ 
overloaded  with  fpoils,  the  whole  ftrength 
of  the  ifle  fell  fuddenly  upon  them,  and  cut 
them  to  pieces.  Yet,  though  this  attempt 
was  fo  unfortunate,  Owen,  finding  himfdf 
unable  to  hinder  the  Englifti  from  fubduing 
or  defolating  the  moft  fertile  parts  of  his 
maritime  provinces,  and  preventing  the  im- 
portation of  corn  from  abroad,  was  very  un- 
ealy  for  fear  of  wanting  provifions,  if  he 
iliould  either  remain  long  in  the  poft:  he  had 
taken,  or  fliut  himfelf  up  with  his  army  in 
the  defarts  of  Snowden.  He  therefore  fued 
for  peace ;  which  Henry  granted  him  on 
V.  auftorcs  fuch  terms,  a?  were  both  advantageous  and 
*^'"^-*^'^"P'^- honorable  to  England;  namely,  that  Owen 
fl^ould  do  him  homage,  yield  up  all  the  dif- 
triils  £nd  caftles  in  NortH-Wales,  which, 
during  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  had  been 
3  won 
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won  from  the  £nglifli>  an.d  deliver  two  of 
his  fons  as  hoflages  for  his  future  fidelity. 
He  alfo  obliged  him  to  reftore  the  lands  of 
his  brother  Cadwallader^  by  which  that 
prince  was  confirmed  in  his  attachment  to 
England,  and  others  of  the  WeKh  nation 
were  encouraged  to  dcfire  its  protedlion  and 
favor.  Having  obtained  thefe  great  points, 
^d  put  ftrong  garrifons  in  the  caftles  of 
Ruthlan  and  Bafingwerk,  he  left  the  re- 
mains of  the  war  to  be  profecuted  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Marches  againft  the  inferior 
WcKh  princes,  who,  he  fuppofed,  would 
not  long  continue  in  arms,  after  Owen  had 
fubmitted.  Nor  was  he  miftaken  in  hi$ 
judgment.  For,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
following  year,  all  the  princes  gf  South- 
Wales,  except  Rhees  ap  GryiFyth,  and  all 
the  lefler  chieftains  and  nobles  of  that 
country,  came  to  him  in  England,  and  there  v.  aaftorcs 
received  from  him  the  conditions  of  a  peace,  ^"^''  utfupra 
which  he  accorded  to  them  on  their  making 
a  full  ceflion  to  him  of  all  the  territories  or 
lordihips,  which  had  been  won  from  the 
crown  or  fubjeds  of  England  in  the  reiga 
of  his  predeceflbr,  and  doing  him  homage 
for  their- own  patrimonial  eftates.  As  for 
Powis-land,  the  much  greater  part  of  that 
country  was  then  under  the  government  of 
Madoc  ap  Meredyth,  who  held  it  of  him 
by  liege  homage ;  and  the  reft  was  in  the 
hands  of  feveral  Englifli  lords,  except  per- 
haps a  few  diftriils,  conquered  from  them. 
.  C  c  2  by 
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BpokH.^  by  the  Wclfli  during  the  courfe  of  the  war^ 
and  allowed  by  the  king  to  continue  in  their 
pofleflion,  upon  their  becoming  his  vaflals. 
But  no  quiet  or  perfe£t  ifettlement  could  be 
made  of  South -Wales,  while  Rhees  ap 
GryfFyth  remained  unconquered.  The  great 
fpirit  of  that  prince  could  not  patiently  en- 
dure to  fee  the  dominions,  which  for  many 
ages  had  belonged  to  his  illuftrious  ancedorst 
torn  by  the  arms  of  ambitious  foreigners 
from  him  and  his  children.  He  commanded 
his  people  to  remove  their  flocks,  herds,  and 
other  goods,  to  the  defart  of  Tywy,  and 
made  war  on  the  king  of  England,  though 
deferted  and  betrayed  by  all  his  confederates. 
Henry,  who  efteemed  his  courage  and  mag- 
nanimity, fent  him  a  friendly  invitation  to 
come  to  his  court,  with  an  afTurance  that 
he  (hould  be  gracioufly  and  kindly  received; 
but  threatened,  if  he  refufed  the  favor  of-^ 
fered  to  him,  that  the  whole  power  of  Eng- 
land and  Wales  (hould  be  employed  to  bring 
.  him  thithcn  Having  confulted  with  his 
friends  what  anfwer  to  return,  and  being 
advifed  by  them  to  go,  he  followed  their 
counfel ;  and  the  king,  receiving  his  ho- 
mage, gave  him  the  ancient  demefne  of  his 
anceftors  in  South- Wales  ;  but  not  without 
taking  from  him,  as  hoftages  for  his  fidelity, 
two  of  his  fons  ;  a  like  fecurity  having  been 
,  exadled  from  all  the  other  Welih  princes. 
Thus  was  concluded  this  troublefome  and 
very  dangerous  w^ar,    v/ith  great  honor  to 

Henry, 
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Henry,  who,  in  the  iflue  of  it,  recovered  all 
the  Englifli  poflcffions  within  the  confines 
of  Wales,  which  Stephen  had  loft;  and  did 
that,  which  neither  his  grandfather.  King 
Henry  the  Firft,  nor  William  Rufus  could 
do,  reftored  to  England  its  fovereignty  over 
the  whole  nation,  by  forcing  not  only  the 
inferior  princes,  but  the  king  o^  North- 
Wales  himfelf,  to  hold  his  territories  as  a 
vaflal,  under  homage  and  fealty. 

Some  years  after  thefe  events,  ^  a  quarrel  v.  Ncubrig. 
ariflng  between  Henry  de  Eflex  and  Robert'"-  c-  s- 
de  Montfort,  the  former  was  publickly  re-fj^^^^^^^^^^ 
proached  by  the  latter  for  his  Qowardly  be- 
haviour in  this  war,  and  accufed  of  high- 
treafpn,  Henry  had  called  him  to  no  ac- 
count for  it,  at  the  time  when  it  happened; 
imputing  it  only  to  a  fudden  impreffion  of 
terror,  and  not  to  a  wilful  or  criminal 
treachery,  which  there  does  not  feem  to 
have  been  the  leaft  reafon  to  fufped:.  Mili- 
tary difcipline,  indeed,  might  require  him 
to  be  puniftied,  and  the  king  was  ftridt  in* 
that  difcipline  (as  a  wife  prince  will  always 
be) ;  but,  in  this  inftance,  his  regard  for 
the  honor  of  a  family,  which  both  in 
blood  and  alliances  was  very  illuftrious,  and 
fome  compaflion  for  an  unhappy  moment  of 
Weaknefs,  which  future  adlions  might 
atone  for,  prevailed  over  that  rigour,  which, 
neceflary  as  it  is,  may  fometimes  give  way 
to  the  didates  of  humanity,  even  for  reafons 
Cc.3  of 
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of  prudence.  Henry  de  Eflex  ferved  after-' 
VidTFitzT'  wards  in  the  war  of  Touloufe  without  re-» 
Stephen  in  proach  :  but  this  Unfortunate  quarrel  hap- 
XIj^^'  pening,  and  one  of  his  peers  thus  arraign- 

.  ing  him  of  a  capital  crime,  he  either  de^ 
ftianded  himfelf  a  trial  by  duel  (lefs  improper 
in  this  cafe  than,  perhaps,  in  any  other)  of 
agreed  to  it  when  offered  by  his  accufer : 
and  the  king,  though  he  difa('pproved  that 
barbarous  method  of  trial  (as  I  (hall  have 
occafion  to  fliew  hereafter)  could  not  avoid 
allowing  it  at  the  requeft  of  both  the  parties. 
He  therefore  appointed  the  lifts  according 
to  law  :  the  combat  was  fought  in  his  pre- 
fence  :  Henry  de  Effex  was  vanquiflied  by 
his  braver  antagonift;  and,  if  he  hadfuifered 
the  legal  penalties,  muft  have  been  igno- 
minioufly  put  to  death,  or,  at  leaft,  have 
loft'  his  eyes  :  but  the  king,  with  his  ufual 
clemency,  mitigated  that  doom  j  permitting 
him  to  take  the  habit  of  a  monk  in  the 
sibbey  of  Reading }  the  only  ftate  proper  for 
him  ;  as  the  rules  of  Chivalry  in  thofe  days 
would  not  allow  him  to  continue  any  longer 
in  the  world,  or  hold  lands  by  knight's  fer- 
vice,  under  fuch  a  load  of  publick  diftionor, 

Hoved.  Ann.      During  the  courfe  of  the  year  eleven  hun-^ 

^^T"  A'-?  ^^'^^^  ^'^^  ^^^y  ^^^^">    while  Henry  was  ;at 

ro5.  iublnn.   Chcftcr,  Malcolni  the  Third,  king  of  Scot- 

i^ST'  land,  came  to  wait  upon  him  there,  ond  do 

him  hpmage  for  the  fiefs  he  held  of  England, 

which  he  did  "ioic/j  afaving  to  alibis  royal  Jigr 

•        '  *    niti&5^ 
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nities.    The  next  year  he  again  attended  a    Book  11. 
great  council,  held  by  Henry  at  Carlifle,  and  H^cdVn.tub 
was  very  defirous  of  receiving  from  the  hands  ann.  1158. 
of  that  monarch  the  honor  of  knighthood: 
but  fome  difference,  unaccounted  for  by  any 
hiftorian,    arifing    between    them,     Henry 
would  not  then  confer  upon  him  that  favour. 
Yet  they  ftill  continued  friends;  and,  what- 
ever this  cloud  of  diffatisfadtion  might  be,  it     - 
was  foon  diffipated.    The  Chriftmas  feftival 
of  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  eight  be-  Neubrlg,  1. «. 
ing  celebrated  at  Lincoln  by  Henry,  upon  c.  9. 
his  return  from  Carlifle,  he  wore  his  crown, 
as  in  fuch  folemnities  it  was  cuftomary  to  do; 
but  held  his  court  in  thefuburbs^  from  regard 
to  an  ancient  fuperftition,  which  fuppofed 
that  great  calamities  would  befal  any   king 
who  fliould  be  crowned  in  that  city^ '  Stephen 
had  been  the  firft  who  publickly  defpifed, 
and  adted  againfl  this  abfurd  opinion;    but 
the  crown  having  been  afterwards  taken  from 
his  family,  it  was  confirmed  more  than  ever 
in  the  minds  of  the  vulgar.    Henry  yielded 
to  a  folly  he  could  not  remove,  and,  perhaps, 
in  fo  doing  he  aded  wifely:  but  although  he 
complied  with  the  people  in   this  inltance, 
he  did  not  think  with  them,  if  we  may  judge 
by  his  behaviour  on  another  occafion.     For  Hibemiacx- 
Giraldus    Cambrenfis    tells   us,    that  as   he  P^'g"^^^»  *•  *• 
made  fome  ftay  at  St.  David's,  on  his  return  ^"^^^ 
out   of  Ireland,    a   woman   of  the  country 
brought  a  complaint  to  him  againft  the  bilhop, 
which  not  being  inftantly   anfwered  by  him 
C  c  4  in 
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Book II.  in  the  manner  fhe  defired,  (he  cried,  outf 
with  great  vehemence,  fcrcaming.  and  clap- 
ping her  hands.  Avenge,  us  hecb^-laver^  avenge 
ottr  nation^  this  day^  of  this  man:  nor  could 
fhe  be  hindered,  by  the  endeavours  of  thofe 
who  were  prefent,  from  often  repeating  thefe 
words-  Now,  this  Lech-laver^  whofe  ven- 
geance flie  fo  wildly  invoked,  was  a  great 
ilone,  ten  feet  in  length  and  fix  in  breadth, 
which  lay  aerofs  a  fniall  rivulet,  in  the  ca-» 
thedral  church-yard.  Probably  it  had  been 
one  of  thofe  confecrated  ftones,  which  the 
ancient  druids  eredted  in  many  parts  of  this 
ifland ;  and  though  Chriftianity  had  long  abo- 
lifhed  the  w6r(hip,  the  fuperftition  of  the 
Welfli  might  ftill  afcribe  to  it  fome  miracu- 
lous^power:  but  what  this  woman  alluded  to 
was  a  predidlicn  very  famous  among  themv 
and  fuppofed  to  have  been  delivered  by  their 
great  prophet.  Merlin,  that  a  king  of  Eng-: 
land  returning  from  the  conqueft  ofc  Ireland, 
fhould  die  upon  Lech-laver.  Henry,  being 
informed  of  this  by  the  perfons  about  him^ 
went  and  looked  at  the  ftone  for  a  few  mor 
mentSj  and  then  pafling  over  it  faid  aloud  to 
all  there,  IVbo  will  hereafter  have  any  faith  in. 
the  liar  Merlin?  From  whence  I  conclude^ 
that  he  would  not  have  been  afraid  of  being 
crowned  within  the  walls  of  Lincoln,  if  he 
could  as  ealily  have  (hewn  the  vanity  of  that 
prophecy,  as  he  did  qf  this^  or  if  he  had  not 
judged  that  the  fuperftitions  of  his  fubjedts 
in  England  required  more  complaifancc  froni 
him  than  thofe  of  the  Wejfh, 
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Book  II. 

In  the  fame  year,  eleven  hundred  and  £fty  Dkct^ct^. 
eight,  was  completed  a  very  great  and  diffi-  naics  Wtveri. 
cult  work-  which  the  king  had  begun  two^^*"?".5j- 

ir  1  t    ^      n      *    ^      r     t      Hovedcn  fub 

years  before;  namely,  the  reftormg  of  the  ann.  1156. 
money  of  his  kingdom  to  its  due  weight  and 
finenefs.  From  the  continual  wants  and  dif- 
orders  of  government  during  the  reign  of 
King  Stephen,  it  had  been  fo  debafed,  that 
Henry  faw  a  neceffity,  for  the  fake  of  the  na- 
tional commerce,  to  call  in  the  whole  and 
reCoin  it;  an  a£t  the  more  meritorious,  as  it 
does  not  appear  that  any  aid  was  granted  to 
the  crown  for  defraying  the  expence  of  it,  or 
any  lofs  fuftained  by  the  owners  of  the  fpecie 
thus  brought  to  the  mint !  Together  with  the 
reft  was  gathered  in  and  melted  down  all  that 
money,  which,  during  the  late  u^nhappy 
times  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  many  of  the 
barons,  ufurping  the  exercife  of  royal  autho- 
rity, had  dared  to  coin  in  their  own  names : 
atid  this  fufficiently  accounts  for  none  of 
thofe  coins  having  ever  been  found.  It  was 
indeed  very  proper,  not  to  let  any  memorials 
remain  to  pofterity,  of  fuch  a  violation  of  the 
rights  of  our  monarchy,  in  one  of  its  gCeatefl 
and  moft  eflential  prerogatives. 

The  kingdom  of  England  enjoying  now  a  Neubrig.  l.  H. 
perfedl  tranquillity,  Henry  went  over  to  Nor-  ^J'   ^j 
maody,  where  lome  affairs  of  importance  de- p.  ^^2. 964. 
manded  his  prefence.  By  the  death  of  Conan  ArgentreHul. 
U  Gros,  late  duke  of  Bretagne,  that  dutchy  f  jj^^jf^^^^^^^ 
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Fook  n.    had  been  thrown  into  great  troubles  and  dif- 
^^"^"^   orders.    For  this  prince  having  dilinherited 
his  fon  Hoel  on  an  uncertain  fufpicion  of 
baftardy,  Eudo  earl  of  Pontieure  (now  called 
Pcntievre)  laid  claim  to  the  fucceflion  in  right 
of  Bertha,  his  wife,  the  eldeft  daughter  of 
Conan,whomhe  had  married  after  the  deceaie 
of  Alan  earl  of  Richmond  and  of  the  lower 
Bretagne,  her  firft  hufband.    But  the  inha-» 
bitants  of  the  city  and  earldom  of  Nantes, 
having  an  afFe<ftion   for  Hoel,    who,   they 
thought,  was  unjuftly  deprived  of  his  inhe- 
ritance, put  themfelves  under  his  govern-^ 
ment.    While  they  were  engaged  in  a  war 
with  the  earl  of  Pontieure  on  this  account, 
his  wife  Bertha  died :  which  event  produced 
immediately  a  new  competition ;  Conan  le 
'Petit,  her  fon  by  the  earl  of  Richmond,  lay^ 
ing  claim  to  the  dutchy,  and  Eudo,  his  fa- 
ther-in-law, refufing  to  refign  it.  Much  blood 
was  (bed  in  this  quarrel,  but,  after  various 
fucceflbf ,  the  baron  de  Fougeres,  who  fought 
for  Conan,  took  Eudo  prifoner^  whereupon 
almoft  all  the  nobility  of  Bretagne  did  ho- 
Via.  aoaores  niagc  to  the  former.    During  the  courfe  of 
diat.utfopra.  thefe  troubles  the  inhabitants  of  Nantes  and 
its  earldom  had  remained  for  fome  time  un- 
der the  dominion  of  Hoel ;  but  finding  by 
experience  that  he  was  deficient  in  fenfe  and 
courage  they  afterwards  drove  him  out,  as 
incapable  of  the  government  to  which  they 
had  called  him ;  and  he  probably  died  very 
fpon,  or  retired  into  a  convent  j  no  further 
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mention  being  made  of  him  in  the  hiftory  of    ^^^^\ 
thofc  times.    Neverthelcfs  his  late  fubjcd:s,    *— v**> 
inftfead  of  fubmitting  to  Conan,  elected  for 
their  fuler.  Prince  GeofFryPlantagenet,  who, 
having  been  lately  difappointed  in  his  defigns 
upon  Anjou,  gladly  embraced  this  occafion 
of  advancing  his  fortune.     Nor  did  his  bro- 
ther. King  Henry,  oppofe  their  choice :  but  Argeotrc, 
on  the  contrary  (if  we  may  believe  an  hifto-^'*^*^'^'*^ 
rian  of  Bretagne)  fupportcd  him  again  ft  Co-  ♦ 
nan ;  the  goodnefs  of  his  nature  overcoming 
all  thofe  fentiments  6f  refentment,  which  the 
paft  behaviour  of  this  prince  might  have  rca- 
fonat^ly  excited.    And  indeed,  without  his 
affiftance,  the  people  of  Nantes  muft  have 
found  it  a  very  difficult  enterprize,  to  main- 
tain that  province  thus  divided  from  the  reft 
of  the  dutchy.  He  did  not  even  avail  himfelf 
of  this  new  provifion  made  for  GeofFry,  to 
withdraw  from  him  the  penfion  he  had  fettled 
upon  him.    But  a  long  poflciBon  of  either 
was  not  granted  by  Providence  to  this  unfor- 
tunate prince.    Within  lefs  than  two  years 
from  his  election  he  died,  and  left  no  iiTue. 
Prefently  after  his  deceafe  Conan  feized  on 
the  earldom  as  belonging  to  the  dutchy:  but 
King  Henry  laid  claim  to  it,  as  heir  to  his     . 
brother,  who,  I  prefume,  left  it  to  him  by 
a  teftamentary  fettlement,  with  the  confent 
of  the  citizens  and  vaffals  of  the  earldom: 
for  otherwife  it   would  be  difficult  to  make 
put  his  title ;  fince  what  GeofFry  had  poffeft, 
pot  by  Wood,  but  election,  could  never  de- 
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fcend  from  that  prince  to  his  elder  brother 
by  right  of  inheritance.  But  he  might  defire 
on  his  death-bed,  to  atone  in  this  manner 
for  his  former  rebellions  againft  him;  and 
his  will  might  be.  ratified  by  the  nobility  and 
the  people;  who  having  offended,  by  their 
paft  conduft,  both  Conan  and  Eudo,  were 
afraid  of  fubmitting  to  either  of  thofe  princes, 
and  could  find  no  potentate  who  was  fo  able 
to  defend  theai  againft  both  as  Henry  Plan- 
tagenet.  How  far  they  were  juftified  in  de- 
nying obedience  to  Conan,  after  the  expul- 
fion  of  Hoel,  may  be  matter  of  doubt.  The 
beft  excufe  for  it  is,  the  latitude,  which  the 
ancient  Britifh  cuftoms,  that  continued  to 
prevail,  with  regard  to  the  government,  there 
as  well  as  in  Wales,  gave  to  the  community 
in  difpofing  of  the  right  of  fuccefiion.  But, 
whetner  the  title  of  Henry  was  juft  or  unjuft, 
he  did  not  much  apprehend  any  oppofition 
thereto,  unlefs  a  jealoufy  of  his  further  ag- 
grandifement  in  France  (hould  induce  Louis 
to  take  part  with  Conan,  or  Eudo,  againft 
him ;  and  therefore  he  fet  on  foot  a  negoci- 
ation,  which  he  had  reafon  to  believe  would 
hinder  that  monarch  from  obftruding  his 
Diceto  imag.  defigns.  This  was  a  propofal  for  a  treaty  of 
Hift.ctGerv.  marriage  between  Prince  Henry,  who  was 

^il'n''"*/'?  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  (William,  his  firft-born, 
Chron^Norra,  having  died  about  two  years  before)  and 
p  994-  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  Louis  le  Jeune  by 

Ncubrig.  1.  ii.  j^  .^  ^^^^^^  ^-f^^  Conftantia,  princefs  of  Caf- 

tile.    Both  were  very  young  children :  but  it 
*  was 
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was  the  mode  of  the  times  to  cement  aUian-  ^^^  ^f- 
ces  and  connedt  families  by  contracts  between  H^ftTLudo^. 
royal  infants.  The  offer  was  joyfully  accepted  vii.Reg.apud* 
by  Louis,  who  thought  it  both  advantageous  JJ^^j/"*; 
and  honorable  to  him;  and  Conftantia,  his  415.' 416. 
queen,  moft  paffionately  defired  it,  having 
no  greater  objed:  of  ambition  (as  fhe  had  no 
fon )  than  to  procure  for  her  daughter  the  in- 
heritance of  the  kingdom  of  England,  and 
other  territories  pofleffed  by  the  houfe  of 
Plantagenet.  'Henry  knew  this,  and  meant 
to  avail  himfelf  of  thefe  difpofition  for  more 
than  one  purpofe.  Befides  the  advantage  of 
not  being  molefled  in  his  pretenfions  to 
Nantes,  he  hoped,  by  means  of  this  alliance,  to 
reqover  Gifors,  and  the  reft  of  the  Norman 
Vexin,  which  had  been  ceded  by  his  father 
to  Louis  le  Gros.  This  territory  was  a  fron- 
tier of  great  importance,  containing,  befides 
the  ftrong  fortrefs  abovementioned,  thecaftles 
of  Neufle  and  Neufchatel,  with  fome  others 
of  leflcr  note;  which  chain  of  forts,  if  re- 
united to  the  dutchy  of  Normandy,  would 
form  a  good  barrier  for  the  defence  of  that 
country;  but  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the 
king  of  France  would  expofe  it  to  continual 
danger.  Henry  propofed  that  thefe  places 
fhould  be  given  by  that  prince  as  a  portion  to 
his  daughter;  and,  cpnfidering  the  greatnefs 
of  the  match  he  offered,  the  demand  was  not 
exorbitant.  Overtures  being  made  of  this 
affair  to  Louis  by  Henry's  chancellor,  Becket,  y.  auaores 
the  two  kingsf  had  an  interview  on  the  bor- citat  ut  fuprt. 

ders 
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dcf  s  of  Normandy,  in  which  they  agreed  on 
the  match,  and  mutually  pledged  their  faith 
thereupon  to  each  other:  but  Tome  circum- 
ilances  requiring  a  further  difcufliqu,  Louis 
returned  to  Paris,  and  Becket  was  fent  to  ne^ 
gociate  with  him  there. 

In  the  mean  time  Henry,  fccure  of  having 
no  oppolition  from  the  French  court,  which 
he  had  entirely  gained  by  the  lure  of  this  mar- 
riage, ordered  all  the  military  tenants  of  his 
dutchy  of  Normandy  to  attend  him  in  arms 
at  Avranches,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael, 
declaring  his  refolution  to  make  war  againft 
Conan  in  the  dutchy  of  Breta^ne,  if  that 
prince  (hould  rcfufe  to  yield  to  him  the  pofr 
feflion  of  the  city  of  Nantes  with  itsjearldom* 
While  the  forces  were  alTembling,  Bucket's 
negociation  was  fkilfuUy  condufted  and  hap* 
pily  finished.  He  had  been  inftrud;ed  to  re- 
quire, that  the  young  princefs  fhould  be  im- 
mediately fent  into  Normandy,  and  educated 
there,  under  the  care  of  her  father-in-law, 
till  (he  ihould  be  of  an  age  to  accomplish  the 
marriage.  How  uneafy  foever  this  feparatioo 
might  be  to  the  fondnefs  of  her  parents,  their 
confent  to  it  was  gained  by  the  addrefs  of  the 
minifter;  and  thus  Henry  .obtained  the  cuf- 
tody  of  her  perfon,  which  was  the  moft  ef- 
fecftual  fccurity  for  the  performance,  of  the 
contradl,  againft  any  change  in  the  variable 
mind  of  her  father.  It  alio  gave  Henry  an 
air  of  fuperiority,  which  he  was  defirous  to 
aflume  in  this  treaty,    Becket  found  greater 

dif- 
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difficulty  in  another  part  of  his  bufinefs.  His    BookiL 
maftcr  required,  that  Gifors,  with  the  other  Diccto^^ 
caftles  and  territories  that  were  to  be  given  as  hiiLp.  $32. 
a  portion  to  Margaret,  Ihould  be  immediately  Hcribcrta*  m 
delivered  into  his  hands.    But  this  was  re<^Nettbrig.i.ii« 
fufed^  and  undoubtedly  with  good  reafbn;  «•  34* 
becaufe  a  portion  is  not  given  upon  a  contrad:  ch^^^*'* 
of  marriage,   but  upon  its  conclufion.    To  p,  1050.. 
get  over  this  objedion  Becket  propofed,  that 
Gifors  and  the  caftles  of  Neufle  and  Ncuf- 
chitel  (hould  be  inflantly  committed  to  the 
cuftody  of  three  knights  templars,  named  by 
both  kings,  who  fliould  deliver  them  to  Hen- 
ry, on  the  day  that  his  fon  fhould  wed  th^ 
priflcefs.    This  was  agreed  to,  and   Henry 
gained  by  it  a  confiderable  advantage,  from 
the  neutrality  of  thofe  places,  which  com-* 
manded  his  whole  frontier,  in  cafe  of  a  war 
breaking  out  between  him  and  Louis.    The 
complaifance  of  the  latter  may  not  only  be 
afcribed  to  his  eagernefs  for  the  match,  but 
alfo  to  the  dexterity  of  Henry's  embaflador, 
who  excelled  in  the  arts  of  perfuafion  and  in- 
finuation,  to  which,  upon  this  occafion,  he 
added  a  liberality,  that  was  ftill  more  pre-    . 
vailing.    If  we  may  believe  a  contemporary  V.  FitzSte- 
writer  of  his  life,  he  loaded  withprefents  every  P**i"i"  ^^ 
French  nobleman,  baron,  knight,  and  fer- 
vant  of  the  king  or  queen :  nay,  he  extended 
his  munificence  to  the  doftors  in  the  univer- 
iity  of  Paris,  to  the  ftudents,  and  to  all  the 
principal  citizens.    The  court  therefore,  and 
all  perfons  who  could  have  any  influence  over 

the 
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the  king  or  his  minifters^  were  difpofed  t© 
affift  him  in  every  thing  he  defired.    The 
above- cited  author  adds,  that  before  he  de- 
parted from  Paris,  he  gave  away  all  his  gold 
and  filver  plate,  and  almoft  all  his  ward^robe, 
in  vi^hich  were  contained  no  lefs  than   tour 
and  twenty  changes  of  garments.  The  mag- 
nificence he  difplayed  in  this  embaffy  was 
prodigious !  He  had  in  his  owh  family  two 
hundred  knights,  with  all  their  attendants, 
amounting,    upon  the   whole  number,    to 
above  a  thoufand  perfons,  whom  he  lodged, 
fed,  and  cloathed  in  new  and  pompous  ap- 
parel.   Some  accounts  that  are  given  of  the 
luxury  and  expence  of  his  table  are  incredi* 
ble;  but  it  is  certain  that  he  lived  with  moft 
cxtraordinrry  fplendour,  and  made  entertain- 
,  ments  to  which  the  French  themfelvcs,  the 
mofl:  elegant  nation  on  this  fide  of  the  Alps, 
had  not  been  accuftomed.    The  whole  king- 
dom of  France  was  filled  with  the  renown  of 
his  immenfe  generofity,    which  redounded 
much  to    the  honor  and    fcrvice    of   his 
matter. 
Chron-Norm..     Having  fo  fuccefsfully  concluded  his  ne- 
p.  994-         gociation,  he  would  have  returned  into  Nor- 
mandy; but  Louis,  to  exprefs  the  fatisfadlion 
he  felt  in  the  union  of  the  two  families  by 
means  of  this  match,  invited  Henry  to  come 
to  Paris,  and  receive  the  princefs  himfelf. 
The  propofal  was  agreeable.  Henry  went  thi- 
ther, and  was  entertained  with  all  the  honors, 
that  the  utraoft  civility  of  thofe  times  could 

devifc. 
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devife.  He  received  them  with  an  amiable  and 
graceful  pbUtencfs  j  but,  as  much  as  he  could, 
avoided  all  pompous  forms  and  ceremonies; 
his  mind  being  too  great,  and  his  underftand- 
ingtoo  folid,  to  be  fond  of  fuch  pageantry, 
or  not  to  be  weary  of  it,  even  where  it  was 
neceffary  to  attract  the  admiration  and  reipedt 
of  the  vulgar. 

It  is  an  obfervation  of  Philip  de  Commines 
that  interviews  between  kings  feldom  produce 
good  cffefts,   but  generally  rather  tend  to 
leiTen  their  friendship  than  to  encreafe  it : 
and  the  reafons  he  gives  for  it  are  very  ju-^ 
dicious:  yet  here  it  proved  otherwife,  from 
the  fkill  and  prudence  of  Henry,  who  found 
the  fecret  of  plcafing  the  nobility  and  people 
of  France,  without  raifing  any  jealoufy  or 
envy  in  the  king.    Nor  did  the  pleafures  of 
Paris  e{igage  him  fo  entirely,  as  ta  divert  his 
attention  from  weightier  matters.    He  not 
only  took  advantage  of  the  good  humour  of 
Louisj  to  gain  his  approbation  of  the  litiga- 
ble  title  to  Nantes  and  its  earldom*  which 
be  was  prpfecuting  againft  Conan,  but,  with 
the  affiftance  of  Becket,    whofe  influence  Gerv.  Cbfon*> 
Qver  that  monarch  was  become  very  great,  ^"'^*""'*^"5^ 
obtained  from  him  a  commiflion  to  go  into 
Bretagne,  and,  by  virtue  of  the  office  of  Se- 
nefchal  of  France,  which  belonged  to  the 
carls  of  Anjou,  judge  and  determine  thedif- 
pute  between  Conan  and  Eudo  earl  of  Ponti--- 
eure,  upon  the  right  to  that  dukedom. 

Vol.  II-  D  d  The 
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Argcntrchift.      The  latter  of  thefe  competitors  had,  fome 
dcBrctagnc,  time  before,  recovered  his  liberty,  by  cor- 
L17.C.51.     rupting  the  Baron  de  Fougeres,  into  whofc 
'  hands  he  had  yielded  himfelf  a  prifoner,  and 

who  had  kept  him  in  his  own  cuftody,  with- 
out delivering  him  to  Conan:  but  the  beii 
part  of  the  dutchy  having  fubmitted  to  that 
prince  he  retired  to  Paris,  and  fopn  after- 
wards fcrved  the  king  of  France  againft  the 
eatl  of  Mafcon,  a  rebellious  vaflal.  Fortune 
was  more  favorable  there  to  his  valor:  he 
defeated  the  earl,  took  hin^,  prifoner,  and 
delivered  him  to  the  king.  On  the  merit  of 
this  fervice  he  flattered  himfelf  that  Louis 
would  fupport  his  pretenfions  to  Bretagnc, 
and  was  preparing  to  begin  a  war  againft  Co- 
nan,  at  the  time  when  this  commillion  was 
granted  to  Henry.  Conan  was  now  in  theut- 
moft  perplexity.  Violent  ftorms  were  appa- 
rently gathering  againft  him  on  every  fide. 
Henry  had  already  feized  on  his  earldom  of 
Richmond,  and  by  denying  the  claim  of  that 
prince  to  Nantes,  he  might  provoke  him  to  de- 
cree in  favor  of  Eudo.  Finding  therefore  no 
Chron.Norm.  fafetybut  in  obtaining hisfriendfhip,  he  wentto 
et  Argrentrc,  him  at  Avranches,  on  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael, 
ut  upra.  ^j^^  j^y  appointed  for  the  rendezvous  of  his 
forces,  and  made  him  a  ceflion  of  Nantes 
with  its  whole  county^  foon  after  which 
Henry  gave  fentence  in  his  favor,  and  fixed 
him  in  the  dukedom.  It  fhould  feem  that 
the  difpute  was  cognizable  by  Henry,    as 

duke 
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^ukb  of  Normandy,  becaufc  Bretagnc  was 
acknowledged  to  be  a  fief  of  that  dutchyi 
but  it  would  have  been  eafy  for  Eudo  to  find 
a  pretence  of  appealing  from  his  court  to 
that  of  the  king  of  France>  as  fupreme  lord 
of  both  countries,  if  the  commiffion  given 
to  Henry,  as  Senefchal  of  the  kingdom^  to 
determine  this  affair  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  had  not  prevented  all  means  of  elud*^ 
ing  the  judgment,  and  made  it  definitive* 
Indeed  it  was  wrong,  while  the  claim  of  the- 
Englifli  monarch  to  a  province  of  Bretagne 
was  depending^  that  he  (hould  be  impowered  . 
to  exercife  fuch  p,  jurifdidtion ;  and,  though 
his  fentence  might  be  juft,  yet,  appearing 
to  be  purchafed  by  the  ceffion  of  that  carU 
dom,  it  had  an  air  of  injuftice. 

Prefently  after  the  interview  between  him 
and  Conan,  he  went  to  Nantes,  and  took 
poflTeffion  of  it  with  a  great  army,  which 
may  have  been  neceffary  to  guard  him 
againft  the  earl  of  Pontieure.  Having  fet** 
tied  every  thi^ig  there  he  marched  into  Poic- 
tou,  where  the  lord  of  the  caftle  of  Thouras, 
on  fome  quarrel  not  explained  in  the  hiftory 
of  thofe  times,  had  thrown  off  his  allegi-* 
ance,  and,  probably,  would  have  been 
joined  by  other  noblemen  of  that  pro^ 
vince,  if  the  king  had  been  long  detained, 
as  they  might  prcfume  he  would  be,  by  the 
difputes  in  Bretagne:  but  he  came  unex- 
peilcdly  before  the  caftle,  and  took  it  by 
affault  the  next  day j  which  rapid  fuccefs 
D  d  2  put 
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^^*^-    put  an  end  to  the  rebellion  begun  in  tholfe, 
ChromNoiii.  pa^^^s,  before  it  could  rife  to  any  dangerous 
ntfopra.       heigbth.      From  thence  he  returned  very 
^,J^-J^|*'®g-haftily  into  Normandy,  being  recalled  by  his 
'^    defire  to  attend  the  king  of  France,  whom 
the  accomplifliment  of  fome  vow,  or  other 
ad  of  devotion,  brought  at  this  time  to  the 
abbey  of  Mont  St.  Michel,  a  Norman  town 
near  Avranches,  on  the  borders  of  Bretagne* 
It  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  Henry, 
in  his  intereflson  the  continent,  to  endea- 
vour to  preferve  the  aiFeftlDn  of  that  mo- 
narchf   from  which  he  already  had  drawn 
.    great  advantages,  and  hoped  to  draw  ftill 
greater.     He  therefore  went  to  receive  him 
on  the  frontiers  of  Normandy,  nobly  enter-  - 
tained  him,  with  all  his  retinue,  as  long  as 
he  ilatd  in  that  dutchy,  waited  upon  him  in 
peribn  wherefoever  he  went,  and  condudted 
him  back  at  his  return  into  his  own  terri- 
tories.  Louis  had  a  temper  exceedingly  fen- 
fible  to  compliments  of  this  nature :  they 
made  him  look  upon  Henry,  not  as  a  rival 
l^ing,  of  whom  he  ought  to  be  jealous,  but 
as  an  obfequioiis,  affedionate  vaifal.     And« 
while  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  the  illuiion  of 
thefe  pleafiing  ideas,  that  able  prince  pur- 
fiied,  without  any  interruption,  a  judicious 
and  wcll-conne<£ted  fyflem  of  meafures  for, 
the  continual  advancement  of  his  own  great- 
nefs  in  the  kingdom  of  France.     Prefently 
f."^^;.  this  time  he  brought  the  earl  of  Blois 

to  yield  to  km  the  ftrong  caftles  of  Fret- 
:    ,  tcval 
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teval  and  Amboife,  which  had  been  ufurpcd 
from  Anjou,  and  the  earl  of  Perche  to  re- 
ftore  two  fortreffes,  which  had  belonged  to 
his  dcmefne  in  Normandy,  but  were  unjuftly 
taken  from  it,  admidft  the  confufion  that 
followed  the  death  of  his  grandfather.  King 
Henry  the  Firft,  In  return  he  confented 
that  the  town  of  Belefme  (hould  be  held  of 
him,  under  homage,  by  the  laft  of  thefe 
earls.  He  now  had  recovered,  not  at  once,  chron.Nonn. 
as  he  did  in  England,  but  gradually,  as  oc-"»»S3-  »>57* 
cafions  conveniently  offered,  whatever  had 
been  alienated,  during  the  late  civil  war, 
from  the  demefne  of  the  dukes  of  Nor- 
mandy :  a  great  acceffion  of  wealth  and 
ftrength,  by  which  he  was  in  reality  no  lefs 
a  gainer  than  if  he  had  conquered  a  pro- 
vince !  Nor  could  he  have  done  it  without 
fome  oppofition,  if  the  friendfliip  he  had  (6 
happily  cultivated  with  Louis  had  not  ren- 
dered the  nobility,  whofe  grants  or  ufurpa- 
tions  were  thus  refumed,  afraid  of  refifting 
him,  from  a  defpair  of  fupport.  And,  con- 
fidering  how  much  the  quiet  of  that  dutchy 
had  been  difturbed,  in  part  times,  by  the 
intrigues  of  the  barons  with  the  French 
court,  the  preventing  of  fo  great  a  mifchief 
would  have  alone  been  a  reafon,  why  Henry 
fhould  labour,  while  thefe  affairs  were  tran- 
fadting,  to  fecure  to  himfelf  the  mofl  favor- 
able difpofitions,  on  the  part  of  the  king  of 
France  ;  by  the  mofl  foothing  complaifance 
to  his  humour.  He  did  fo  in  one  inflance 
D  d  3  which 
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BookH,^    which  is  very  remarkable,  though  it  ha§  not 
^  '     '    been  taken  notice  of  by  any  hiftorian. 

Vid,  Adriani  It  appears  fronj  a  Iptter  written  to  that 
yl^pKu: kingly  P<^P^  Ad/ian:  the  Fourth,  that  ho 
$h«rne,t4iv.  had  acquainted  his  Holinefs  with  a  pious  in-^ 
tention  of  going  into.  Spain,  to  make  war 
on  the  Moors,  which  he  was  preparing  to 
execute,  inftead  of  undertaking  another  cru-r 
fade  againft  the  Saracens,  or  Turks,  in  the 
Eaft.  The  fame  evidence  likewife  (hews, 
that  he  had  propofed  the  affair  to  Adrian, 
jiot  only  in  his  pwn  name,  but  in  that  of 
the  king  of  Epgland,  who  was  to  accom- 
pany him  in  this  expedition.  But  the  pon- 
tiff very  wifely  advifed  him  againft  it,  be-r 
caufe  the  Chriftiai?  princes  of  that  country 
had  neither  aflced  his  affiftafice  nor  approved 
of  his  coming.  The  letter  is  dated  the 
twelfth  of  the  calends  of  March,  but  th^ 
year  is  not  mentioned.  Several  reafons  in- 
duce me.^to  believe  that^  it  muft  have  been 
written  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty 
nine,  and  that  the  defign  mentioned  in  it 
had  been  formed  and  agreed  upon,  between 
the  two  kings,  about  the  latter  end  of  the 
•preceding  autumn.  For  Jofeph  king  of 
Morocco,  the  fon  of  Abdulmumen  of  the 
race  of  thq  Almohades,  having  made  him* 
Y-y^'^'^'T  feif  mifter  of  all  the  Mahometan  empire  in 

de  Marmot.       .  /-  .    ;  ,  /*  i  .    n  i       >r> 

t.  i.l.  ii.c.  35/Ainck,  except  what  was  lubjedt  to  the  La- 
Mariaiia,  fub  \[p\^  Qf  Egypt,  had  pafTed  over  into  Spain,. 
Ti]'sy^^'     with  a  very  great  army  iq  ^|ie  year  eleveij 

'  '       hundred 
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hundred  and  fifty  fevcn,  to  aid  the  Moors 
in  that  country,  who  had  fubmitted  them- 
felves  to  hi«  government,  againft  the  arms 
of  Alphonfo,  king  of  Caftile  and  of  Leon, 
•whdfe  daughter  Conftantia  was  at  this  time 
queen   of  France.      Alphonfo   dying   foon 
afterwards,  his  dominions  were  divided  be- 
tween his  two  fons.     The  eldert,  to  whom 
he  bequeathed  the  kingdom  of  Caftile,  fur- 
vived  him  only  one  year,  and  left  an  infant 
to  fucceed  to  his  crown.     It  was  then,  I 
imagine,    that   Louis,    being  alarmed,  and 
apparently  with  good  reafon,  on  account  of 
the  nonage  of  his  nephew,  thought  that  the 
circumftances   of  the   Chriftians    in    Spain 
called  upon  him  to  aflift  them  againft:  the 
'Moors.     And  he,  probably,  aflced  the  aid 
of  Henry  in  this  war,  when  that  prince  was 
his  gueft  at  Paris,  or  rather  when  he  went 
himfelf  into  Normandy  ;    becaufe,    at  that 
time,  the  difturbances  in  Bretagne  and  Poi- 
tou  being  quieted,  and  England  in  a  ftate 
of  perfeft  tranquility,  Henry  had  leifure  to 
'engage  in  fuch  an  enterprize.     It  was  very 
difficult  for   the  latter,  upon  any  occafion, 
to  refift  the  impetuous  defires  of  Louis :  but 
ftill  lefs  could  he  do  it  in  an  affair  of  this 
nature,  where  all  the  enthufiafm  of  that  mo-  ' 
narch's  zeal  being  kindled,    he  would  not 
•  liften  to  reafon,  nor  endure  a  denial  without 
the  utmoft  refentment.    Yet,  as  neither  the 
regency  of  the  kingdom  of  Caftile,  nor  the 
Pther  princes  of  Spain,  had  made  any  ap-, 
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Book  H.    plication  to  cither  king  for  fuccour,  it  feemed 
imprudent  and  abfurd  to  force  it  upon  then>. 
The  reafon  why  they  had  not  was  doubtlefs 
a  jealoufy  of  letting  into  their  country  great 
armies  of  foreigners,    which   might  in  the 
iflue  be  as  dangerous  to  them  as  the  Moors. 
Nor  were  they  really  fo  incapable  of  de- 
fending themfelvcs  as  Louis  imagined :  for 
the  forces  raifed  by  Sancho,  the  fon  of  Al- 
phonfo,  had  vanquiflied  the  Moors  in  a  great 
bettlc  foon  after  his  death ;  and  the  king 
of  Morocco,  difcouraged  by  that  defeat,  had 
ceafed  to  attack  them,  and  turned  his  arms 
againft  fome  princes  of  his  own  religion  in 
Spain,  who  refufed  to  pay  him  obedience* 
On  the  other  hand,  the  late  crufade  had  fo 
much  exhaufted  France,  that  it  could  ill  fuf- 
tain  a  further  wafte  of  it's  blood  and  trea- 
fures.      Indeed  a  confederacy   againft  the 
Moors  in  Spain  was  far  from  being  fo  irra- 
tional as  agaiinfl  the  Mahometan  princes  in 
the  Eaft ;  becaufe  all  the  weftern  Chriftians, 
but  chiefly  the  French,  and  particularly  the 
inhabitants   of   the  dutchy  of  Acquitaine» 
had  a  much  greater  intereft  to  drive  thofe 
infidels  out  of  that  country,  than  out  of  Syria 
or  Judaea :  but,  in  their  ^efent  weak  con- 
dition, it  was  more  advifeable  to  poftponc 
fuch  an  enterprize,  and  leave  the  Moors  to 
deftroy   themfelves    by    inteftine    divifions. 
Henry  was  fenfible  of  this,  and  had  other 
defigns  in  view  ;  but  he  alfo  knew  that  any 
arguments  would  have  more  weight  with 

Louis, 
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Louis,  if  they  came  from  the  pope,  than  if 
pbjefted  by  him.  The  fcafon  of  the  year, 
.which  was  then  approaching  to  winter, 
.would  not  permit  even  the  zeal  of  that  mo- 
narch to  think  of  pafling  the  Pyrenian 
mountains.  It  would  be  neceiTary  to  defer 
the  expedition  till  the  fpring ;  and,  if  the 
'  fervour  of  Louis  did  not  abate  in  that  inter- 
val»  the  crufade  could  not  be  publifhed 
without  the  authority  of  the  pope,  from 
whom  the  protediions,  indulgencicrs,  and  all 
the  other  graces  annexed  to  thofe  enter- 
prizes,  were  to  proceed.  Henry  therefore 
promised  Louis  to  be  his  confederate :  but 
at  the  fanie  time,  he  relied  on  the  prudence 
of  Adrian  to  prevent  the  execution  of  fo  rafh 
£L  defign.  There  is  great  reafon  to  believe 
he  acquainted  that  pontiff  with  his  own 
thoughts  upon  h,  and  feretly  advifed  him  to 
exhort  the  king  of  France  againft  the  under- 
takiilg  :  for  otherwife  Adrian  would  have 
written  to  him,  as  well  as  to  Louis,  on  that 
fubje^,  and  would  have  ufed  the  fame  argu- 
ments to  convince  him  of  the  unfitnefs  of 
what  he  propofed ;  but  no  fuch  letter  is  ex- 
tant. The  French  monarch,  who  confidered 
the  coupfels  of  Rome  as  the  oracles  of  God, 
let  drop  his  intention,  as  ibon  as  a  difappro^ 
bation  of  it  was  exprefled  by  the  pope  :  and 
.thus  Henry,  without  any  difficulty,  or  dif- 
pute  with  that  prince,  was  freed  from  his 
engagement.  In  the  mean  time,  he  had 
diligently    made    great  levies   of  men,    in 

Normandy, 
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Normandy,  Aquitaine,  and  all  the  domi- 
nions belonging  to  him  in  France;  which 
Louis  fuppofed  were  intended  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  crufade,  as  he  himfelf  had  be- 
gun to  make  the  like  preparations.  But  it 
foon  appeared  that  thefe  forces  had  another 
deftination. 

ChroD.Norm.'  Henry  now  avowed  his  refolution  to  rc- 
p.  995, 996,  vive  the  pretchfions  of  his  queen  on  the 
Scfo.^''  earldom  of  Touloufe  ;  pretenfions,  which 
Louis  himfelf,  when  hufband  to  Eleanor, 
had  thought  well  founded.  For  William 
the  Eighth,  duke  0/  Aquitaine,  who  was 
grandfather  to  that  princefs,  had  married  the 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  the  earl  of  Touloufe, 
and  by  that  marriage  the  earldom  was  an- 
nexed to  his  dutchy,  of  which,  before,  it 
had  been  held  under  homage,  as  a  fief:  but 
being  in  great  want  of  money,  on  account 
of  his  engagement  in  the  crufade,  he  mort- 
gaged it  to  his  wife's  uncle,  Raymond  carl 
of  St.  Giles,  who  thereupon  affumed  the 
title  of  earl  of  Touloufe,  and,  the  mortgage 
remaining  unredeemed,  left  the  earldom  to 
his  fon  Alphonfo.  But  Louis,  having  mar- 
ried the  heirefs  of  Aquitaine,  claimed  it,  in 
right  of  his  wife,  againft  that  prince.  The 
difpute  however  was  quieted  by  the  inter- 
vention pf  the  Holy  war,  in  which  both 
Louis  and  Alphonfo  engaged.  The  latter 
died  at  Jerufalem,  and  the  king,  upon  his., 
return^  renewed  his  <:laitn  againft  the  fon  of 
*  .  Alphonfo^ 
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Alphonfo,  Raymond  the  Fifth,  who^  pro- 
bably, would  have  been  forced  to  yield  the 
earldom  to  him,  if,  by  marrying  his  lifter 
Conftantia,  the  widow  of  Euftace,  eldeft  fon 
to  King  Stephen,  he  had  not  amicably  com- 
pounded the  quarrel  between  them.    But  all  . 
the  rights  of  the  dutchy  of  Aquitaine  being 
afterwards  conveyed  from  Louis  to  Henry, 
by  the  marriage  of  the  latter  with  the  repu- 
diated dutchefs,  he  could  not  be  barred  from 
purfuing  his    pretenfions  to  this   earldom, 
whenever  he  might  think  it  expedient  to  do  * 
fo,by  the  acquiefccnce  of  the  former  claimant 
for  reafons  of  his  own.     Yet  he  did  not  rely 
fo  much  on  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  as  not 
to  put  all  the  force,  he  poflibly  could,  oh 
his  fide.     He  therefore  confederated  himfelf 
with    the  earls  of  Mompellier,  of  Nimes, 
and  of  Blois,  who,  upon  former  quarrels, 
were:  perfonal  enemies  to  the  earl  of  Tou- 
loufe. .  Raymond  eairl  of  Barcelona  was  dif- 
pofed  to  join  in  this  league,  by  motives  of 
the  fame  nature :    but  as  he  ^  was  a  much 
greater  potentate  than  any  of  the  others,  be- 
ing pofleffed  of  Provence,    and   having  the 
government  of  the  kingdom  of  Arragon  in 
right  of  his  wife,  Henry,   to  fix  him  more 
iirmly  in  his  intereft,  both  now  and  here- 
after, concluded  with  him  a  treaty,  by  which 
he  betrothed  Prince  Richard,  his  fecond  fon, 
and  then  an  infant,  to  the  young  princefs  of 
Arragbn,  daughter  to  Raymond,  and  pro* 
Jttifed  to  give  then^  the  dutchy  qf  Aquitaine 

wheu 
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when  they  flipuld  be  of  age  to  confummatc 
the  marriage.     As  foon  as  he  had  iini(hed 
thefe  negociations  in  France,    he  returned 
into  England  a  little  before  Eafter  in  the. 
year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  nine,  thinking 
it  neceflary  to  vilit  th;it  kingdom,  before  h^ 
began  fo  great  a  war,  in  which  he  wanted 
the  affiftance  of  his  Englifh  fubjefts.  Being 
called   by  fome    affairs  to   the  borders   of 
Wales  foon  after  his  arrival,  he  held  a  great 
council,  or  parliament,  in  the  city  of  Wor- 
cefter,  where  he  kept  his  Eafter  feftival  to- 
Hovcden,      gether  with  Eleanor,  and  where  they  both 
fubann.1159.  wore  their  crowns,  as  their  royal  predccef- 
parspoiicrior.  ^^^g  j^^^  ufually  done  on  fuch  occafioris.   But 
when  they  came  to  the  oblation,  they  laid 
them  down,  on  the  altar,  and  vowed  to  wear 
.  them  no  more.     What  was  the  occafion  of 
this  vow  we  are  not  told :  but  their  follow- 
ing actions  demonftrate,  that .  it  is    much 
cafier  to  give  up  the  enfigns  of  royalty,  thaa 
the  love  of  dominions. 

The  barons  of  England  engaged  chcarfully 
in  fupport  of  the  king's  pretenfions  to  the 
earldom  of  Tduloufe;  though  they  might 
well  have  refufed  it ;  as  it,  certainly,  was 
not  a  war  wherein  this  kingdom  was  obliged 
to  take  any  part,  either  by  alliance  or  inte- 
reft.  Aquitaine  alone  was  concerned  in  the 
quarrel :  but  all  Henry's  fubjedls  were  then 
fo  well  affeded  to  his  perfon  and  fervicc, 
that  they  thought  his  greatncfs  their  ovriu 
'  z  Indecdji 
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Indeed,  till  much  later  timeSj  whoever  at-  BookiL 
tends  to  the  hiftory  of  England  will  con-  ^^-— y— * 
ftantly  find,  that  when  a  king  governed  well, 
and  knew  how  to  keep  himfelf  x)n  good  terms 
with  his  barons,  they  were  but  too  ready  to 
aflift  him  in.  any  foreign  w^^rs,  even  of  am- 
bition and  conqueft.  The  caufe  of  this  may 
be  found  in  the  temper  and  circumftances  of 
our  ancient  nobility,  who,  being  illiterate, 
and  ignorant  of  thofe  elegancies  of  life  which 
embelliih  and  enliven  a  peaceful^  itate,  and 
finding  that  nulitary  merit,  both  by  the  no-- 
tions  p£  the  times  and  inflitutions  of  the 
government,  woiild  moft  advance  their  repu- 
tation and  fortunes,  were  always  inclined  to 
draw  their  fwords  in  the  quarrels  of  their 
fovereign,  if  they  did  not  draw  theni  againft 
him.  But  befides  this  general  inclination, 
it  has  often  been  obferved,  during  the  courfe  of 
this  work,  how  much  our  nobles  were  in- 
fluenced in  their  political  conduct,  by  the 
fiefs  that  many  of  them  held  in  thofe  parts 
of  France  which  were  fubjed  to  our  kings. 
This  influence  muft  have  cncreafed  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  whofc  power 
abroad  was  fo  much  greater  than  that  of 
his  anceftors.  It  is  no  wonder  therefore 
that  he  was  able  to  engage  the  barons  of 
England,  and  all  his  military  tenants,  to  af- 
fift  him  in  this  war.  Nor  does  it  feem  that 
the  policy  of  thofe  times  ever  regarded  his 
dominions  upon  the  French  continent  as 
prejudicial  tQ  England.  Thofe  which  were 
j^  maratime 
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tnaratime  provinces  (and  moft  of  thfem  viref c 
fo)  appeared  very  commodious  to  the  Eng** 
lift),  on  account  of  thiir  trade ;  efpecially 
Normandy  and  Bretagne ;  which,  lying  op- 
pofite  to  their  coafts,  fecured  to  that  nation 
the  fovereignty  of  the  whole  Britifti  ocean. 
And  this  advantage  arofe  from  all  his  French 
territories,  that  while  fo  large  a  portion  of 
that  kingdom  was  under  his  government, 
France  had  much  more  to  fear  from  England 
than  England  from  France,  For  all  thefc 
reafons  his  Englifli  fubjedls  were  more  in- 
clined to  urge  him  on  to  an  attempt  of  this 
nature,  than  to  oppofe  or  reftrain  him.  All 
his  nobility  followed  him  to  this  expedition 
with  incredible  ardor:  and  (what  was  more 
extraordinary)  Malcolm,  the  young  king  of 
Scotland,  attended  on  him  in  perfon ;  the 
firft  time,  and  the  laft,  that  any  monarch 
of  that  nation  ever  fought  under  an  Englifli 
banner  againft  the  French !  About  the 
middle  of  fummer,  in  the  year  eleven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  nine,  the  confederate  troops 
were  affembled  from  all  parts  in  Guienne, 
and  compofed  fuch  an  army,  as  feemed 
more  than  fufficient  to  fubdue  all  the  terri-^ 
tories  of  the  earl  of  Touloufe,  if  the  king 
of  France  remained  neutral.  Thofe  terri- 
V.  p.  Daniel  tories  indeed  were  much  more  extenfive  than 
u^itl^\T  ^^e  dift"<^  which  at  prefent  belongs  to  that 
city:  for  they  compiehcnded  the  Quercy 
and  almoft  all  Langucdoc.  Yet  though  the 
power  of  this  earldom  was  very  confidcrable^ 

it 
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it  was  not  equal  to  the  forte  which  Henry 
had  drawn  from  his  own  dominions  in 
France ;  much  lefs  when  that  force  was  en- 
creafed  by  the  affiftance  of  fuch  potent  con- 
federates, and  by  a  formidable  army  brought 
over  from  England.  The  only  valid  de- 
fence, which  could  be  oppofed  by  the  earl 
to  an  enemy  fo  fuperior,  was  the  aid  of 
Louis,  his  fovereign.  But  Henry  had  been 
fo  dextrous,  as  to  prevail  on  that  monarch,  ^  p.  ^^ 
to  promife  him  that  he  would  take  no  part  phcn^in  vita 
in  this  quarrel :  and,  from  the  afcendant  S.T.Cantuar. 
he  had  gained  in  all  his  counfels,  he  believed 
he  might  rely,  with  the  utmoft  fecurity,  on 
the  performance  of  an  engagement  fo  agree- 
able to  the  tenour  of  his  paft  condudt.  But 
the  pathetick  remonftrances  of  the  earl  of 
Touloufe  roufed  the  good  king  from  his  le- 
thargy. He  reprefented  to  him,  with  all 
the  eloquence  of  grief  and  indignation,  that 
his  beft  friends  were  facrificed  to  his  con- 
nedions  with  Henry,  who,  under  the  name 
of  a  vaifal  and  the  mafk  of  a  friend,  was  his 
moft  dangerous  enemy;  who  already  was 
poffeft  of  the  better  half  of  his  realm ;  and 
whom  he  never  could  fatisfy  by  any  coii- 
ceffions ;  fince  ambition,  like  avarice,  in- 
creafes  by  its  gains.  That  none  of  his  vaf- 
fals  would  any  longer  hope  protedtion  from 
him,  if  he  gave  up  his  own  brother-in-law 
to  the  violence  of  that  prince  :  and  that  very 
hard  would  be  the  fate  of  his  fifter  Con- 
ilantia,  if,  after  having  feen  the  dutchy  of 
3  Normandy 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


HISTORY    OF-THE    t:iFE> 

Normandy  torn  from  her  firft  hufband,  and 
given  by  her  brother  himfe}f  to  Henry,  who 
had  likewife  deprived  the  family j^  into  which 
ihe  had  married,  of  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, (he  fhould  alfo  behold  her  fecond  huf- 
band  defpoiled  of  his  territories,  by  the 
fame  encroaching  hand ;  and  this  too  with 
the  confent  of  a  brother  whom  ibe  loved, 
and  whofe  affeftion  (he  had  never  deferved 
to  lofe,  by  any  fault  on  her  part. 

The  good  nature  of  Louis  could  not  be 
infenfible  to  thefe  complaints ;  nor  could  he 
deny  that  the  ftrongeft  reafons  of  prudence 
and  policy  called  upon  him  to  reftrain  the 
ambition  of  Henry  fropi  more  acquifitions 
in  France.     The  motions  of  his  mind  were 
always  fudden  aAd  violent ;  and,  when  once 
he  was  heated,  he  confidered  no  difficulties, 
and  knew  no  fear.    Following  therefore  the 
impulfe  communicated  to  him  by  Rayniond, 
ni?^"o"^'  he  not  only  refolved  to  affift  him  agjiinft 
p.  388.  *      Henry,  but,  before  that  monarch  had  begun 
.  the  liege  of  Touloufe,  threw  himfelf  into 
the  city,  with  6nly  a  few  foldiers,  refolving 
to  defend  it  to  the  utmoft  extreo^ity,  and 
regardlefs  of  the  danger,  to  which,  by  his 
y^         temerity,  he  expofed  his  own  perfon,  and,' 
together  with   that,    the  whole  kingdom^ 
•  Henry,  who  had  too  confidently  depended 
on  his  promife  to  obferve  a  neutrality,  was 
much  furprifed  and  embarrafled  upon  re- 
ceiving this  news.     Being  doubtful  how  to. 

aft. 
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iaA^  lie  defired  to  hear  the  opinions  of  his    ^^^^  ^l- 
council.      Becket    advifed   him   to   march,    ^     ^'^ 
Without  a  moment's  delay,  and  aflault  Tou-  V.  FitzStc- 
loufe>  which,  the  garrifon  being  weak  and  ^^^^c^J^jJ*^^ 
infufficieiit    to   defend   it,    might  be  cafily  Johann.  m 
taken,  and  with  it  a  more  important  and  Q«a<l"^o-«-9- 
more  glorious   prize,   the  perfon  of  Louis 
himfelf,  who  had   fo  imprudently  thrown 
himfelf  intd  it  without  an  army.    But  othel-s 
df  the  council  objecting,  that  it  would  be 
too  enormous,  and  too  criminal  a  violation 
of  the  feudal  allegiance,  for  a  vaflal  to  take 
and  hold  in  captivity  the  perfon  of  bis  Lord, 
the   chancellor  anfwered,  T&at  the  king  of 
France  hdd  then  laid  down  the  perfon  of  Henry* s 
liege  lordf  when^  againji  the  engagements  and 
conventions  between  thenty  he  had  oppofed  him-- 
felf  to  him  as  an  enefnyi  arid   therefore  he 
treated  the  fcruple  as  vain  and  groundlefs^ 
This  opinion  was  agreeable  to  the  fpirit  and' 
fire  of  his  charafter  i  and  if  the  meafure  he- 
advifed  had  proved  fuceefsful,  it  Would  have 
added  greatly  to  the  glory  atid  renown  of 
his  mafter.     The  pride  of  the  Englifli  na- 
tion would  have  been  infinitely  pleafed  with 
feeing  a  king  of  France  takeri  prifoner  by 
their  fovereign,  and  brought  into  England; 
.  No  equal  triumph  had  yet  graced  the  annaU 
of  that  kingdom;  and  no  people  in  the  whbld 
uiiivcrfc  are  naturally  more  fenfible  to  any 
encreafe  of  their  national  honof  than  the! 
Engliftii     Thefe    were    ftrong  reafons    fot* 
agreeing  to  the  advice  of  Becfcet )  but  others/ 
Vol,  IL  E«  of 
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Book  fi,     of  no  fmall  weight,  were  urged  agaiiiil  if,. 

^^^  '    Confidering  the  nHinber  of  the  fiefs  held, 
linger  Henry,  it  was  highly  for  his  intereft, 
that  the  feudal  principle  of  an  awful  reve- 
rence, on  the  part  of  the  vaffal,  for  the  per- 
fon  of  hia  Lord,    fliould  by  no  ineans  be 
weakened.     His  own  fecurity  depended  fo 
nauch  upon  it,  that  it  was  very  impolitick 
for  him  to  fet  an  example  of  diftinguiihing 
it  away  by  particular  cafuiftry,  and  fubtiltiw 
of  argument,    which,    on  other   occafioasi^, 
might  be  turiied  agaiaft  him  by  his  vaflals,. 
But  further,  k  was  very  doi^btfiil,  whether 
the  other  priaces  and  peers  of  FraiKre  woirid 
fee  the  affais  ia  ifce  iaine  lights  %$  Bcckct 
law  it,  or  allow  hi^  rea&>ning  t<f  be  valid.   If 
they  did  not ;  il(  they  coti^fi^red  the  oiFeoce 
done  by  Henry  againd    the  perfen  of  his 
LoFd  as  an  aft  f>f  high  treafan,  which  coukL 
not  be  juftified  by  the  tJircun^fUnces  of  the 
caie,hc  had  mueh  tsofear  from  their  refcntment- 
Louis,  though  not  highly  cfteemed,  was  be* 
loved  by  his  vaflak.,    Many  of  them»  wbo- 
wo.uld  not  mt6i>meddle  i^n  the  quarrel  bctweeil 
the  duke  of  Aquitaine  and  the  earl  of  Ton* 
loufe^  might  take  up  aii^ms  to  free  their  kmg^ 
and  the  fupwme  Jord  of  iheir  fiefo^  from  mt 
ignominious  captivity.      Indeed  a  general 
league  of  all  the  princes  and  peers  of  France 
for  the  deliverance  of  Louis,  and  for  rcftcaia* 
iiig  the  too  forimdable  power  of  Henj-y^  wa« 
to  be  ttien  apprehended.  The  lattser,  in  fuch 
'4  cafe,  could  not  depeiad  even  eiia  thofc  who 
;  3  .         were 
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^er6  now  his  confederates  s  and  thus  the  war 
hftight  end,  at  kft,  with'  great  detriment  to 
him,  hy  fepawting  from  him  thofe  friends 
khd  A^HiQR  whdni  he  had  laboured  to  gain^  and 
|)erhaps  by  tht  eonfifeation  of  all  the  territo-* 
Irke  he  held  o#  the  crown  df  France;    But 
there  was  ftffl  a  further  reafbn,  which,  added 
to  the  foregoing,   might  poflibly  turn  the 
Tcal^  In  4hi^  deliberation.    Louis  had  no  ifluc 
tti&le>  hrff  d^tighters  by  Eleanor  were  virtually 
fl}«gi4imated    by  her   divorce:    his  prcfent 
qiieen  had  vit6t  bred  for  three  years  paft:  if 
fie  (hauld  happen  to  die  without  a  fon,.  the 
pi'Jftcefs  Margafct,    efpoufed  to  the  young 
prfnee  of  England,  would  be  heircfs  tp  his 
Kin^om  in  the  coiirfe  o(  defcent.    Whether 
tha^aliek  law,  or  the  ancient  tuftoms  of  the 
French  nation,  would  bar  that  fight  of  fue- 
cefliorii  and  give  a  ptd^crenfce  to  the  uncle 
feefoi^e  the  daughter,  was  a  queftign  not  yet 
decided}  arid  more  likely  to  receive  its  deter-^ 
raination  ffom  the  arm»  of  thole  who  were 
Interefted  in  thcf  difpute,  than  from  the  opi- 
feio&s  of  lawyers;    When  fo  great  a.  por- y^POaeieJ 
tion  of  France,  as  the  dutchy  of  Aquitaine,  Hiftoire  d« 
Was  allowed  to  defend  to^a  Mroman,  and  to^l^^^l^^^ 
t>e  governed  by  her  huflband,  that  precedent 
ini^jht  be  natunally  extended  to  the  whole; 
iefpecially,  as  the  hufband  of  Margaret,  being 
Heir  to^fo  many  territories  within  that  realm, 
might  well  be  regarded  as  a  Frenchman,  The 
great  power  and  intcreft,  which  Henry  had 
Wiere,  with  th^  whole  force  of  England  to 
E  e  a  affift 
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Boo'^  ^^  affift  him  in  the  contcft,  might  very  probably 
^'f""^^^""^  get  the  better  of  all  oppolition  from  her  un- 
clesy  and  enable  that  prince  to  make  his  fon 
and  daughter-in-law  king  and  queen  of 
France.  There  was  fomething  in  this  idea 
very  flattering  to  a  mind  fo  ambitious  as  hisj 
but  to  give  it  any  folidity,  it  was  ncceflary  to 
avoid,  with  all  poffible  cafe,  whatever  might 
alarm  or  offend  the  French,  and  above  all 
things  to  be  cautious,  that  no  opportunity 
fhould  be  given  to  Robert  earl  of  Dreux,  the 
king's  brother,  to  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
any  confiderable  party,  and  get  the  govern-- 
ment  of  the  kingdom  into  his  hands.  Now, 
if  Louis  (hould  be  taken  prifoner,  that  earl 
would  probably  be  made  regent,  and  in  that 
fituation  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  him, 
finding  his  countrymen  exafperated  and  in- 
cenfed  againft  Henry,  to  bring  the  nation  to 
fettle  the  fucceffion  on  him,  in  cafe  of  the 
death  ""of  Louis  without  a  fon.  This  confidcr 
ration,  therefore,  together  with  thofe  before- 
mentioned,  determined  Henry  to  rejedt  the 
^  counfel  of  Becket,  fpccious  and  tempting  as 

ctBrompton's  it  was.  For,  though  we  are  told  by  fome 
Chron.  p.  writers,  it  was  a  faying  of  his,  T%af  the 
*044'  whole  world  is  no  more  than  fufficient  for  one 

great  man^  the  fchemes  he  purfued  to  pro- 
mote his  greatnefs  were  always  guided  by  the 
fober  dictates  of  policy  and  prudence.  Not 
^vcn  the  advice  of  a  favorite,  whofe  opinion 
had  the  higheft  '  authority  with  him,  could 
induce  him  to  facrifice  a  right  plan  of  conduft 
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1$  the  triumph  of  a  day  \  but,  notwithftanding 
the  great  vivacity  and  warmth  of  his  temper, 
he  had  patience  to  wait  for  that  glory,  which 
is  the  certain  but  flow  refult  of  a  fcries  of 
wife,  fyftematical  meafures.  Inftead  therefore 
of  haftening  to  lay  fiege  to  Touloufe,  while 
Louis  remained  in  that  city,  he  declared  his 
refolution,  that,  out  ofrefpeSl  to  the  per/on  of 
that  king,  he  would  not  befege  it.    But  againft  v.  Neubrlg.   - 
all  the  tertitories  of  Earl  Raymond,  except  i"-  «•  lo. 
his  capital  only,  he  held  himfelf  at  liberty  to  S|ft''^t™?i. 
make  war,  and  made  it  with  all  his  ufual  11^9. 
alacrity:  fo  that  in  lefs  than  three  months  he  ^^'' Brompt. 
conquered  the  greater  part  of  the  earldom  of  chron.Norin. 
Touloufe,  and  took  Cahors,  the  capital  ofp.99s»996> 
the  Quercy,  with  many  other  caflles  and  997- 
ilrong  places.  Nor  did  Louis  oppofe  him  in 
any  of  thefe  enterprizes,   contenting  himfelf 
with  fccuring  the  city  of  Touloufe,  firft  by 
his  own  prefence  there,  and  afterwards  by  a 
numerous  body  of  forces,  which  he  brought 
into  it  and  left  there,  befides  repairing  and  V.  FltzStc- 
augmenting  the  fortifications.     But  his  bro-  ^J'j^caBtui. 
thers,  the  earl  of  Dreux  and  the  bifliop  ofct  jphan.in* 
Beauvais,  had,  by  his  orders,  made  fome  ra-  Q«adril«>go» 
vages  on  the  frontiers  of  Normandy.    At  thq  y.Ncubrig.ct 
fame  time  Henry  fent  home  the  earl  of  Blois,  auaore$ 
to  attack  the  royal  domain  in  the  parts  about  ^^^*'- "'**?* 
Orleans;  which  obliging  the  king  to  pro- 
vide for  the 'defence  of  that  country,  he  could 
not  adt  very  powerfully  againft  the  dutchy 
of  Normandy,  or  in  aid  of  eirl  Raymond.  No 
exploit  of  grqat  importance  was  done  on  that 
E  e  3  fidQ 
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fide  by  citfier  party^  through  the  whok  cour^ 

of  the  furomeri  or  during  the  months  of  An-t 

gufl  and  September:  but  aboi|t  the  beginning 

of  prober,  Henry,,  having  rcpi^ifcd  th^  for* 

v.Fltz  Stc-   ^i|icatians  of  Cahpr«  to  cover  and  fecdre  hi« 

s^T"ointuar  ^^^^^^^^  ^^  Languedoc,  committed  iif  to  th« 

€t  johann.  in  f uftody  of  his  chancellor,  Becfcet,  ^d  leaving 

Quadriiogo,  Jxis  allies,  the  earls  of  Barcelona^  MootpclUcr 

Y.^N*«tHg.  *^  Nifroes,    to  pontinu?  the  war  in  th^ 

1.  ii.  c.  10*    earldom  of  To^loMfe,  returned  with  the  main 

Dketo  imag.  ^^y  of  hi*  own  trooDS  into  Notmandy;  front 

1159.  whence,  alter  m  had  giv^n  tome  rcpole  ta 

Chf.  BfDrapt-  his  foldiers>  he  made,  an  ili§urfic)fl  into  thp 

Cfcrc^-NorflL  Beauvoifis,  too^  Gcrberoi,  a  ftpojrxg  fonn&i 

p.  995!  91^6,  and  burnt  it  to  the  ground,  ejcceptiog  ot^ 

997-  tower,  which  th^  flange  and  fmoke  of  the 

buildings,  that  had  been  fired  ravnd  about  it 

hindered  his  men  frc>m  approaching,     fie 

'  alfo  deftroye^  maay  villages  ahd  farms  of  that 

country,  in  revenge  qf  the  cruel  devaftationa* 

which  the  bifliop  of  JSeauvais  had  niftdc  oq 

the  bord^s  of  Normandy, 

Thus  were  his  arms  in  all  places  vi^orious.: 
but,  while  he  v^ae  carrying  on  thtfe  warlike 
operations,  he  gained  no.  lefs  by  intrigues^ 
For,  in  confequence  oi  a  fecret  treaty,  con4 
f  luded  with  Simon  de  Mantfort,  carl  of  Eve^ 
reux,  he  prevailed  upon  that  lord  to  peceitd 
Norman  garrifpns  into  three  of  his  townsj 
Montford  TAmauri,  Epernon,  and  Roche*' 
fort;  by  which  Uz  entirely  cut  off  the  com*- 
lYjqnicatiqn  of  Paris  vyith  Eftampcs  and  witl^ 

Qrleans* 
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Orleans.  This  was  an  advantage  of  great 
confequence!  Louis,  who  felt  himfcif  ex- 
tremely diArefied  by  it,  and  perhcips  was 
touched  with  the  extraordinary  mark  of  re* 
fpedli,  which  Henry  had  fhewn  him,  inclined 
to  peace  i  an  inclination,  the  latter  was  ever 
difpofed  to  con^ply  with,  for  the  reafons 
abovementiofled,  and  niore  efpecially  at  this 
time,  when  the  fcafon  of  the  year  made  it 
iicceflary  for  him  to  draw  his  forces,  which 
*had  been  greatly  fatigued,  into  wiijter  quar- 
ters. A  truce  wae  therefore  concluded, 
ivhich  was  to  laft  from  Chriftmas  till  eight 
days  after  Whitfenday^  and  in  the  meaH 
while  ncgociations  for  peace  were  carried 
on  with  fuccefs.  Becket  was,  undoubtedly, 
>the  chief  negociator  on  the  part  of  King 
Henry,  whofe  favor  he  had  gained  more 
iibfolutcly  than  ever,  by  great  fervices  in  this 
war,  not  only  as  a  counfeHor,  but  as  a  fol- 
diw  and  a  leader.  For  he  brought  into  the  V.  Fitz-stc 
field  fev^n  hundred  knight«,  all  of  his  ^vvnP|!^"^"J^^[! 
houfhold.  And  it  muft  be  obferved,  thktetjohann.in' 
^vcry  one  of  thefe  was  attended  by  a  fquire.  Qua^^n'ogo, 
Tfee  writers  of  Becket'^  life  affirm,  that  a""'^'  '''• 
^reat  niimber  of  barons  and  knights  of  Eng- 
iaa4  did  homage  to  him,  which  he  received 
with  a  rcierve  of  their  fealty  to  th«  king,  and 
thereupon  gave  them  his  prote<aion  and  pa- 
itronaj^.  They  alfo  tell  us,  that  many 
iftoblcmen,  not  only  of  England,  but  of  the 
neighbouring  countries,  fent  their  childrea 
aio  he  educate<l>  and  trained  to  chivalry,  in 
£  e  4  hifi 
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his  family>  and  under  his  difciplinc.  It  is 
no  wonder,  therefore,  that  he. was  able  to 
Jead  fo  numerous  a  b?ind  to  this  expedition  ; 
,  and  we  art  aflured^  they  were  efteemed^  the 
V.  Aoaorcs  braveft  foldiers  ijn  all  the  king's  army, 
ritaios  ut  charging  firft,  and  daring  n^oft  in  9 very  en-r 
"P'*'  -  gagement,  Nor  was  the  changellpr  himfelf 
Jcfs  forward  thaa  they.  When  the  kipg 
went  into  Norimandy,  he  W^s  left  in  the' 
Quercy,  to  defend  Cahors  and  the  other 
conquers  made  in  that  province ;  but  he  did 
more  :  he  took  by  ft  or  pi,  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  three  caftles  ifi  thofe  parts,  which 
were  accounted  inapregnable,  ^n4  for  that 
reafon  had  been  left  unattemptcd  by  Henry^ 
He  alfo  pafled  the  Garonne,  and  made  in-? 
roads  into  the  earldom  of  Toulpufe  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river.  After  performing 
^hefe  fervices,  he  left  his  boufliold.  forces  tq 
garrifon  the  forts  he  had  taken,  as  well  as 
thofe  which  the  king  had  committed  to  his 
cuftody,  and  rejoined  that  prince  in  Nor- 
mandy; but  he  did  not  go  thither  unat- 
tended: for  he  hired  at  his  own  charges; 
twelve  hundred,  knights,  and  four  thoufand 
ftipendiaries  of  an  inferior  4egrce^  tQ  ferve 
under  him  there  forty  days.  The  knights 
not  only  received  from  him'  a  very  liberal 
pay,  but  were  conftantjy  fed  at  his  expence^  ^ 
and  many  of  theni  at  his  table.  During  thi^ 
part  of  his  warfare,  he  engaged,  in  fingle 
fombat,  Eogelran  de  Trie,  a  French  knight, 
very  famou?  for  h^s  valour,  diirptov^ntfd  hio\ 
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with  his  lance,  and  gained  his  horfc,  which* 
he  led  off  in  great  triumph.  It  was  not  very 
decent  for  an  archdeacon  of  Canterbury  to  / 
diftingui(h  himfelf  by  fuch  exploits*  The 
canons  of  the  church  were  ftrong  againft  it;^ 
but  thofe  canons  were  difregarded  by  many 
of  the  bifliops  :  and  Becket  had  fo  pafConatc 
a  defire  of  glory,  that  he  fought  it  in  all 
^ays,.  and  among  all  forts  of  perfons.  Be- 
fides,  he  knew  that  the  king's  temper  would 
Vicline  that  prince  to  eftcem  and  love  him 
the  more  for  this  military  mtrit ;  a  fympa- 
thy  of  Charafter  being  the  ftrongeft  bond  of 
afFedtion.  And,  had  he  been  only  of  ufc  to 
his  mailer  in  the  cabinet,  another  might,  in 
the  field,  have  acquired  fuch  an  influence,  as 

he  could  not  after wdrds  have  removed^ 

• '  J* 

From  the  conclufion  of  the  truce  in  De-chron.Nona. 
member  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  nine,  till ^^997.. 
May  the  next  year,  nothing  of  confequence  c.?o.  '*    "* 
was  done,  either  by  Louis  or  Henry :    but 
in  that  month  they  concluded  a  treaty  of 
peace,  the  terms  of  which  were  advantageous 
and  honorable  to  Henry  :  for  he  retained  all 
his  qonquefts,  except  fome  towns  and  cailles 
in  Languedoc,  which  he  reftored  to  his  ally  s^^^^^.^^^^ 
the  carl  of  Nifmes,  from  whom  they  had  in  the  apj^- 
been  unjuftly  and  violently  taken  by  the  earl  <^>^- 
pf  Touloufe.     All  that  had  belonged  to  the 
«arldom  of  Poitou,  and  all  it's  rights  were 
(confirmed  to  him,  except  the  city  of  Tou- 
Ipufe,  apd  fp  much  of  that  province  as  he 

h^d 
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Sook  ir^    liad  not  yet  fubdued :  nor  did  he  relinquldi 
^^^■^   his  claim  even  to  thefe^   but  only  granted 
'  to  the  earl  a  truce  of  one  year ;   and  it  is 
exprefTed  in  the  treaty»  that  this  conceuioii 
was  made  out  of  afFedion  to  Louis>  and  with 
a  faving  of  Henry's  bomr  (by  which  I  under- 
ibtnd  the  homage  due  from  the  earl)  and  of 
his  own  rights  and  thofe  of  his  heirs  and 
fCbron.Norm.  fuccefTors.     Thus  did  he  g:ain  the  greater 
f  •  99^-        |)art  of  the  territories  which  before  the  war 
had  been  enjoyed  by  the  earl  of  Touloiife  ^ 
•and  he  Had  good  reaion  to  hope^  that  limo 
would  enable  h>m  to  acquire  the  remainder^ 
The  carl  of  Evreux  was  fecured,  by  an  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty^  agatnft  any  efi^ As  of  the 
€€c  the  treaty  rcfentment  of  Louis  on  account  oi  the  afiift«« 
juhcAppcn.  ^jj^g  he  had  given  to  Henry.;  and  certain 
rights,  which  he  claimed,  were  ftipulated 
for  him.     Some  of  the  otho*  confederates^ 
^  and  even  thofe  who  were  vaffais  to  Henrys 
were  left  at  full  liberty  to  continue  the  war 
againft  the  earl  of  Touloufe;  only  it  wm 
agreed,  that  they  fliouki  receive  no  afliftance 
from  the  former,  till  the  expiratioa  of  the 
truce  which  he  had  ma4e  with  the  earL 
There  was  moreover  another  part  of  this 
ttreaty  very  beneficial  to  tbac  kimp     For  be 
was  empowered  by  it  to  take  pofiellion  of 
th^  whole  Norman  Vcxin,  with  Gifors  and 
the  other  caftles  belonging  thereunto  in  tir^ 
yean  from  th,e  next  feaft  of  the  Virgin  Mary'^ 
Affumption,  for  the  ujk  ^nd  benefit  of  bis  fm^ 
xu  a  mjrriage  portion  given  to  bim  *mtb  the 

daughter 
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iiaugiter  .^f  Lcms/  And  even  i&itJkin  that  ^ooklL 
iime^  if  the  prince  of  England  fbould  efpsuje  "^'^""'^ 
4rfie  fftid  princefs,  ^W/^  /^  emfint  of  the 
cJbur^A,  the  Aid  province  and  caftles  were 
to  be  delivered  to  Henry  for  the  ufe  of  his 
foa.  Three  great  fieft  of  the  Norman Vexiii 
were  alfo  fecured  to  that  monarch  by  thii 
treaty,  even  if  the  princefs  (hould  die  before 
the  term  there  affigned;  in  which  cafe  it 
wai  agreed  that  the. reft  of  the  province 
fliouM  be  reftored  to  her  father.  The 
caftles,  in  the  mean  whilcj  were  to  remain 
in  the  cuftody  of  the  knights  templars,  ac* 
cording  to  the  tenour  of  the  former  conven- 
tion, which  had  been  concluded  by  Becket, 
when  the  match  was  agreed  upon,  in  the 
year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  eight.  Thefe 
ftipililations  opened  to  Henry  a  much  nearer 
profpedt  of  obtaining  the  Vcxin,  than  he  had 
by  that  convention,  befides  the  eeffion  made 
to  him  of  |;he  three  fiefs  abovementioncd,  in 
all  events.  For  it  might  well  have  been 
lloubted,whcther  the  ceremony  of  an  efpoufal, 
before  the  parties  were  of  an  age  to  confum- 
pitfte  the  marriage,  would  be  fufficient  to 
authorize  the  delivery  of  that  province  into 
hi^  hands,  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
former  agreement.  And,  if  he  had  been  to 
wait  for  it  till  the  prince  and  princefs  w^re 
marriageable,  the  delay  would  have  been 
much  longer  than  the  term  of  three  years 
p«fcribed  by  this  treaty.  Whereas  he  had 
I^O'vy  a  cjear  fight  even  to  (horten  that  term. 

IJpoi^ 

^^     . 
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Upon  the  whole  there  was  no  caufe  for  his 
being  much  difcontented  with  the  iflUe  of 
the  war,  though  he  had  n,ot  gained  all  that 
Jbe  propofed  to  himfelf  when  firft  he  under- 
took it.  The  charge  indeed  had  been  great, 
.but  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  did.  not 
diminifh  his  treafures,  having  been  fupplied 
by  the  fcutage  which  he  levied  in  England 
and  his  other  dominions.  It  is  obfervable, 
that  th@  iirft  mention  we  meet  with  in  hif-> 
tory  of  this  impofition  on  knights-fees, 
which  became  afterwards  very  frequent,  is 
upon  this  occafioHi  Henry  the  Second  ap-» 
pears  to  have  been  the  inventor  of  it :  at 
leaft  he  was  the  firft  who  brought  it  into 
England,  It  was  a  commutation  for  the  duty 
of  perfonal  fervice  in  foreign  wars  i  and  thofe 
upon  whom  it  was  charged  contributed  then 
to  the  expence  of  fuch  wars,  in  much  the 
fame  manner  as  landholders  do  now,  but 
with  lefs  inequality.  The  inferior  military 
tenants  were  eafed,  by  being  freed  from  the 
obligation  of  following  their  lords  a  great 
way  from  their  homes,  according  to  the  ori* 
ginal  condition  of  their  tenures  ;  and  the 
fervice  was  better  dpne,  by  the  foldiers  hired 
with  the  money  which  this  impofition  pro- 
duced ;  becaufe  they  were  not  entitled,  like 
thpfc  for  whom  they  ferved,  to  a  difcharge 
at  the  end  of  forty  days,  nor  were  they  fq 
intrad:ab]e  to  martial  difcipline,  as  mpft  of 
the  others.  Mercenary  forces  were  thus  in- 
troduce^  into  the   armies  of  England,  de-* 

figne4 
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figned  to  fcrve  abrmd^  inftead  of  vaffals  by 
knight-fervice,  though  ftill  connc<9-ed  with^ 
and  dependant  on  the  military  tenures  \  and 
there  fecms  to  have  been  an  abfolute  neceffity 
for  it,  to  anfwer  the  exigence  of  the  many 
foreign  wars  which  the  Englifli  were  en- 
gaged in  after  the  entrance  of  the  Normans, 
and  efpecially  under  the  family  of  the  Plan- 
tagenets ;  the  feudal  militia  being  fitter  for 
the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  than  for  ex- 
peditions into  countries  very  rendote  from- 
their  dwellings. 

The  fcutage  levied  iii  England  for  the  war^f*  ^  ^ 
of  Touloufe  was  a  hundred  and   fourfcore^oneyr 
thciufand  pounds;    which,    computing  the 
quantity  of  filver  contained  in  thofe  poundls, 
and  the  value  thereof  in  thofe  days,  com- 
pared  with   the  prefent,    is   equal   to  two    • 
millions   feven    hundred    thoufand   pounds 
fterling.     Yet,   confidering  the  diftance  of 
Touloufe  from  England,  the  liberty  of  pay- 
ing this  fum,  inftead  of  going  thither,  was  2^ 
very  great  eafe  to  the  military  tenants. 

It  was,  I  prefume,  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  parliament,  which  Henry 
held  at  Worcefter  before  he  fet  out  on  this 
enterprize,  that  he  made  this  alteration  in 
the  terms  of  knight-fervice,  which  was  con- 
tinued for  many  centuries  after  his  reign. 
He  never  negled:cd  tb  confut  with  that  af-  ^ 
fcmbly  on  proper  occafions,  and  this  was 

moft 
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moft  proper :  nor  c jn  we  twfiMably/uppoft 
that  he  would  ftrsini  Ms^  pi:erogftti¥e>  to  in^ 
Iroducc  fwh  a  noveky  without  their  codqut^ 
reoce,  wheo  he  might  be  cctr^in  t&  oht&in 
it  wi(h  %  gfaejrd  f^isfgdioD,  U  in^ji  btf 
therefore  prcfuraed  tbtt  t  parliaruefttaigrfancM 
tion  wik3  gi¥e9y  in  the  afooveesu^iitiofied  eo^n^ 
cil,  t<>  this  »ew  method  of  comnmtui^  for 
the  ^uty  of  foreiga  ferVke,  tnd  to.  the  p*y-* 
•  mc^t  cl*  foch  ^  commiit«bion  lor  this  parti-< 
QtilftT  war :  but  it  foera^  th^  &e  a£sffinc2>| 
was  then  left  to  the  king  :  yshottM  vtc  Aftd 
it  declared,  by  the  charter  of  King  John, 
^M  fciitogea  ougla  Jtf>^bft  iiffi#  by  the  te- 
nants in  chi^  m  ik^  csomv^  d&cdbkd  io 
]i9ii}iamei^t.  The  reaian  (d  i\m  aljbccation^ 
w^jt  I  fuppcKe*  t^  of>{»?efif>Q5>  which^ncudcf 
the  g^yeraaicat  of  thit  .p»fM»  atid  of  ^ehardi 
«  ^  Fin^l,  th^r  tenants  itfid  fiiffeQed  by  firht^ 
Ir^y  ^ei«^lit^.«  lot  tbcire  siade  fay  i^ 
ling  *re  referred  torn  the  chv*efs  of  Hetary 
the  Thirds  fts  the  b^  mle  to  be  fbHoweiL 

HovedcD,^       During  the  coude  cf  the  wat  wida  the  eaii 

•nn'/nri     ^^   Touloufc,    as    Hcnry   returned   out   of 

Chron.Norm.  Laoguedoc   info  Norowmdy,    Wmiam^  de 

,P-  99^-        Bl^isj  who,  with  the  cithier  hartms  of  hi$ 

mdkn^  had  fefv^  him  m  thrt  oftterprizc^ 

fell  fiqfc  ^»d  died.    The  only  one  of  the  lato 

kiug's  legitimate  off^prbig^    thtt  now  re-* 

x»aiftad  sUiv^,  was  hia  dwughter  Marv,  a  min# 

sMtMd  ahbefa  of  Rii»l^  m  Hvnpii^n.    If 

fti^iaed  to  t)e  the  ioterbft  of  iieiKy  to  let  ktf 

continue 
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continue  ia  thk  ftatf ,  that  the  lawful  poile^  Boofca,^ 
rityof  Stephen  might  be  wholly  CKtinGti 
which  would  more  abiblutcly  fecure  tho 
boufe  of  Pltntagenet  againft  the  poilihility 
of  any  diipute,  in  timtes  to  come^  concerning 
their  right  t©  the  cr own  :  but  views  of  pre-* 
ient  advantage  inclined  him^  to  overlook  thri^^ 
confideraUoB.  Of  all  the  potentates  on  the 
contiii^t^  except  the  kiag  of  France^  ther^ 
was  none  who  could  benefit  or  hurt  him  fa 
miich»  as  hi^  un^ck,^  the  eai^l  of  Flanders^ 
He  had  diicharged  with  great  fidelity  the 
trvA  repoArd  m  him,  as  guardian  of  Flanders, 
aiKi  of  PhiUpy,  the  earrs  eldeft  fon^  durin^^ 
the  time  tbat  the  earl  reisained  in  the  eaft«> 
Thi€  waa  WM^iteftionably  a  moil  endearing; 
ohligaficm  eosiierred  on  thofe  princes :  yet 
he  wiflbed:  to  oblige  them  ftill  more,  by  ex- 
tiCAdiag  his  favors  to  Philip's  younger  byo- 
t^r^  who  wanted  an  dlabli(hment  greateir 
^f«n  tlie  appanage  hi&  father  could  give  him*^ 
Nothing  appeared  fo  proper  for  him  as  th^ 
earldom  of  Boulogne,,  which  lying  conti-- 
gucms  io  his  fatbi^'a  dominionSj  and  being; 
i^orycoafiderahle  in  it*s  comnterce  and  ma- 
iitimepew«rt  would  add  not  a  little  to  tho 
ftrength  ql*  the  family*  a^  well  as  advance 
lli^  t^wn  fcdrtune.  This  province  indeed  waa 
afief  of  the  earldom  of  Flanders;  but  the^ 
earl  could  not  give  it  in  any  other  manner 
than  ifccordiftg  to  the  eftablifhed  rule  of 
fiK^eeffioi) :  and  his  fon  liad  no  title  to  it^. 
iu»le&  hi  g;M4acd  one  by  «  majriage  vnth  the 
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took  ft.    daughter  of  Stephen.     The  lady  herfelf  i^air 
^•^^   defirous  of  quitting  the  veil,  cither  having; 
taken  it  againft  her  will,  or  finding  by  ex- 
perience that  Vows  of  celibacy  are  kept  with 
ihore  difficulty  than  they  are  made.     Thd- 
ecclefiaftical  laws  oppofed  her  inclinations:^ 
but  princes  mighty  on  fome  occafions,  dif-' 
j^enfe  with  thofe  laws  ;  and  the  death  of]  her* 
brother  without  iffue  had  fo  efledtially  alter-* 
ed  her  circumftances,  from  what  they  had' 
been  at  the  time  wheit  fhe  engaged  in  a  mo- 
Utaftic  life,  that  (he  might  now,  with  good 
reafon,  and  no  appearance  of  levity^  reitrait 
that  engagement.     The  papal  povlrer  could 
r^leafe  her>  and  to  that  ihe  wotild  certainly 
have  applied   for  rdief :    but  Pope  Adrian 
having  died  a  littler  before  the  deceafe  of  her 
brother,<in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  fifty 
nine,  a  double  ele<9:ion  had  caufed  a  fchifmy 
which  was  yet  undecided.      It  was  by  no 
Idem,  fob      means  advifcable  to  wait  till  the  end  of  it;' 
chroLNorm.  foj  fome  prihce  of  the  houfe  of  Bloi^  would 
p.  997-         before  that  time  have  made  good  his  claim 
SaS«'"  tQ  the  earldom.     This  Hefiry  feared,   and 
Tita  Thomae  morcovcr  he  was  glad  of  fiich  an  opportunity 
Becket.         ^^  ftrvc  the  two  families  of  Flanders  and 
of  Blois.     He  therefore  confented  that  the 
lady  fhould  be  ftolen  from  her  convent,  and 
conveyed  out  of  England;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  the  marriage  Was  con- 
fummated  in  the  month  of  May  of  th^  year 
eleven  hundred  and  fixty.     Becket  oppofed 
iti  on  account  of  the  .fcandal  and  offence  ta 

religioo» 
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l*iig«3i©5  in  Vfhkh  ioftance,  and  itt  ithat 
alone^  he  appears  to  hayis  a£ted  upon  the 
fame  principles>  while  he  was  chancellor, 
Ji^s  k^  afterwards  di4>  when  archbifhopi  of 
Caniterbiiry^  Bvt  this  oppbiitioa  was  fruit-  . 
Idk :  for,  though  he  was  firft  in  Henry's 
ikvor,  ifce  jjnind  of  that  king  was  too  great 
rOLQpd  royal,  to  let  his  judgment  be  fubje<£ked 
410 1^  austhoiit^  of  a  fervaol:.  Nat  did  he  fee 
jsiny  reaibn  for  his  being  more  icrupulous  in 
^kch  an  a&ir  than  his  uncle  the  earl  of 
Planjdiers,  who  certainly  did  not  oppofe,  but, 
Jbsi  all. probability^  defired  and  folicited  this 
^match  for  J^  fon,  though  he  was  renowned 
ior  itts  piety  above  any  prince  of  that  age« 

in  Gonfequence  of  the  deoeafe  of  William  Chw^Nwrn; 
^.Biois,  Honry  hfwi  alfo  the  means  of  mak- j^J^ff ^63. 
dtng  an  ampile  provifion  ibr  Hamelin,  his  na- 
.tural  brother,  by  mirrying  him  to  the  widow 
.of  that  prince,  who  wfts  daughter  to  Wil- 
Jmn  of  Warxen.  She  brought  to  her  iecond 
buihand  the  .earldom  of  Surry,  with  all  the 
fOther  honors  and  poffeffions  of  her  father  in 
.-England  and  Normandy :  pofleffions  fo  great, 
*that,  without  alarming  the  jealoufy  of 'the 
xrown,  they  could  not  have  been  added  to 
fthe  wealth  of  any  other  noble  family ;  efpc- 
.cially,  ^as  the  lady  to  whom  they  had  de- 
:fcendcd,  was  very  near  allied  in  blood  to  the 
Jcings  of  France  and  of  Scotland.  It  was 
therefore,  not  only  fropa  afFedion  to  his  bro* 
ther,  but  from  the  .maxims  of  good  policy 
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and  rcafon  of  ftate,  that  Henry  interefted 
himfelf  in  this  match. 

He  had  but  jufl  accommodated  his  quar- 
rel with  Louis  about  Touloufe,  when  the 
attention  of  both  of  them  was  called  to  a 
buiinefs,    which  divided   the   whole  Latin 
church,  the  double  election  of  the  cardinals 
Oiftaviaii  and  Orlando  to  the  Roman  ponti- 
ficate.    A  great  majority  of  the  facred  col- 
lege had  voted  for  Orlando,  who  took  thfc 
name  of  Alexander  the  Third  ;  but  yet  his 
eledtion  was  liable  to  many  objections.    Pc- 
tavian,  who  called  himfelf  Vidlor  the  Fourth, 
had  the  protedion  of  the  emperor  Frederick 
V.Radevic.    the  Fifft,  furnamed  Barbarofla.     For  what 
dcreb.gcftis  reafons  he  had  it  we  are  told  in  a  letter 
liI^Tat  l!  u.  from  the  biftiop  of  Bamburgh  to  the  arch- 
p.3i8.ad323ibi{hop  of  Saltzburg,  **  It  appeared  (fays  the 
*J^^^UJ|^335- former   prelate)    that,  before   the  election, 
apud  Baron.   Orlando  himfelf,  and  the  cardinals  of  his 
party,  had  confpired  with  the  king  of  Sicily 
and  other  enemies  of  the  empire;   haring 
even  bound  themfelves  with  an  oath,  which 
feemed  very  repugnant  to  the  found  Chriftian 
dodlrine,  inafmuch  as  it  abfolved  the  fub- 
V  Radev  at  3^^^  ^^  ^^^  emperor  from  their   oaths  of  • 
fupra,  I.  ii.     fidelity,  and  forbad  all  perfons  to  pay  him 
<:-7>-.  .       any  obedience."   We  find,  by  another  letter. 
Idem  ibidem.  ^,j.itten  about  the  fame  time,  that  they  took 
this   oath  in   the    pre  fence    of  Adrian   the 
"Fourth,  a  little  before  his  deceafe,  and  alfo 
fwore,  that,  whenever  the  fee  Ihould  become 
.  .    :  vacant. 
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vacant,  they  would  not  eleft  any  pope,  ex- 
cept one  pf  their  party,  and  who  fhould  be 
under  the  fame  engagements.    Well,  there- 
fore, might  Frederick  incline  to  difpute  the 
eledtion  of  Orlando,  and  favor  his  adverfary; 
efpecially  as  the  latter  had  been  always  of 
the   imperial    fa<flion.     Many   emperors   of 
Germany,  his  predeceflbrs,  had  not  only  ex- 
ercifed  a  right  of  confirming,  but  even  of 
elefting,    or    nominating,    the   bifliops   of 
Rome.     In  the  year  of  our  Lord  nine  hun-^'^"*^^*"***  * 
dred  and  fixty  three,  Otho  the  Firft  obliged 
the  Roman  people  and  Pope  Leo  the  Eighth 
to  yield  to  him  that  privilege,  which  was 
conftantly  maintained  by  his  fon  and   his 
grandfon,  though  not  without  occafioning 
many   tumults   and    feditions.      After   the      ,    . 
death  of  the  latter,  the  imperial  authority  Bencd?a"ix* 
diminiflied  i^  Rome,  and  the  people  refumed  ci  Grcgor.vi. 
the  eledtion  of  the  popes,  together  with  the  ^'^^^^/'^^^ 
clergy,  till,   moft  intolerable  diforders  andp.  ,^o. 
fcandals  arifing  from  the  ill  ufe  they  were  Onuphrius 
found  to  make  of  their  power,  the  emperor  ^j^^^^^* 
Henry  the  Third,  furnamed  the  Bkck,  took  in  Nom. 
it  from  them  again,  and  nominated  fuccef- ^^^^*^  ^*"^» 
iively  four  popes,  who  were  Germans.    But,  matters, ca^^ 
during  the  minority  of  his  fon,  Henry  the 
Fourth,  Nicholas  the  Second,  encroaching 
on  the  prerogative  of  that  prince,  made  a 
new  conftitution,  whereby  the  cardinal  bi- 
fhops  were  firft  to  confult  about  the  election 
of  a  pope,  then  to  call  in  the  cardinal  priefts, 
and,  thirdly,    the   inferior   clergy  and   the 
F  f  2  people 
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Book  ir.    people  of  Rome,  for  their  confent>  favin^^ 
■^"''^     the  honor  and  reverence  due  to  ibe^em^eror., 
Thefc  laft   words  preferved  indeed  to   the 
emperor  the  right  of  coufirmation ;  tihougte 
not  fo  explicidy  as  he  might  have  defired :: 
but    Alexander    the    Second,  having    Beea 
ehofen  accordinfg  to  this  conftitufeion>.  Henry^, 
ift  order  to  fignify^his-  rcfentment  thereof^ 
r^efufed  to  confirm  that  efe6bion,  and  Aamedw 
,to  the  p^acy  the.  biftiop  of  Parma,  upom 
the  recommendation  of  4lcrard  his  chancel-- 
lor.     Neverthelefs  on  the  death  of  that  toii- 
nifter,  about  three  yeate  afterwards,  he  coii-^ 
fcnted  to  depofe  the  biihop  of  Parma  and; 
acknowledge   Pope  Alexaittier,   who  madon 
feim  a  moft  ungrateful-  i^etum  for  that  fayor^- 
But  Gregory  the  Seventh,,  fucceeding  to  the 
papacy  after  the  deceafe  of  that  pontiff^  no*, 
only  attempted  to  tafeefrom  the  enfipcrors 
^^  J^f^^\    ^H  fliare  whatfoever  in  the  efeftions  of  popes ^, 
iiciarymat."  hilt  in  thofe  of  all  Other  clergymefn  j  judg-*^ 
tcrs,  c.23,24.  ing  that  he  ftiould  better  be  able  to  fupport* 
the  claim  of  His  fee,,  by  making  it  the  ge- 
neral caufe  of  the  church.     This  conteft 
continued  during  more  than  half  a  century^ 
under  fix  pbntiii%,  who  Tnaintained  it>  not: 
only  with  their  fpiritual  Weapons,  but  by 
exciting  the  moft  horrid  Tebclliorisand  trea- 
fons,  and  arming  the  fon  againft  the  fiithcrv. 
as  well  as  the  fubjedt  againft  the  fovcreign. 
Nor   were  the  emperors  eafily  vanquiftied 
in  a  quarrel  of  fuch  importance.    Nearfour^ 
Icore  battle^  were  fought,  in  defence  of  their 

authority. 
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-authority,  by  Henry  the  Fourth  and  Henry    ^^^  U. 
•the  Fifth,  before  the  agreement  qf  the  latter         ' 
nvith  Pope  Calixtus  the  SeconcJ,  in  the  year 

eleven  hundred  and  twertty  two:  a^d  even ^^j^j^ ,U .^ 
that  w^s^made^witl^  fuch  temperaments,  aspergenfiia 
ipreierved  to  him  fome  of  his  ancient  ^rero- ^'^"^n- ^^ 
^ativea  in  all  eledlions  ^f  bifhops,   except  p^^hcr  Pali, 

thpfp  of  the  popes  i   but  from  them  he  and  c.  24. 
ihis  fu'cceflbrs  were  after  this  time  entirely  ^"^^Pj*"'.^**" 

excluded.    And  m  coniequence  ot  a  quar-  innocent. 
^el  betvyeen   Innocent  the  Second  and  the' 
^people  of  ^Lonie,  that  pontifF^dt^rive^  theie 

alfo  of  the  right  of  cledtion. 

The  emperor  Feederick  B^b^rofla,  one  of 
4he  greateft  an4  braveft  that  ever  had  afcci^^ 
ded  the  imperial  throne,  was  now  ftruggling 
ito  aifprt  fo  much  of  the  power  his  prede- 
jceflbrs  h?td  Joft,  as,  in  ,the  ejftraprdinary  cafe 
<)f  a  double  clei£tion,  to  giy,e  the  |?referenGe 
to  that   car4inal   wbq   wa$    of   ^k  .party, 
'^g^in{k  pne  who  was  cpeply  leagued  with 
Jiis  enemies.     Hp  di4  npt  pretend  any^rightftc^ev.utfBp. 
tSo  deteraxiee  ^his  jca»ie  by  Jiis  own  ^pgle*^*  54>55»  56. 
i^thority,  kno^^'ing  tl)#^  the  tinjcs  would  not  Act.Aicxand. 
•bear  it ;  b^t  called  a  general  council  at  P4-  ap«d  Barorv, 
via,  to  which  he  invited  the  bi(hops,   nqt 
only  of  Germany  apd  of  Italy,    but  of  a)l 
Europe,  and  cited  to  it  both  pppes,  with  the 
cardinals  of  ^ach  party.    Vi<3:or  obeyed,  byt 
Alexander  refufed  ;  denying  that  the  empe- 
f'or  had  power  to  call  a  council  without  his 
confciil^  or  ip  fummon  him  to  appear  in  his 

prefe^ice^ 
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prefence,  as  if  he  had  any  authority  over 
him.  **  Chrift  (he  faid)  had  given  to  St. 
*'  Peter  and  his  fueceflbrs  the  privilege  of 
*'  judging  all  cafes  wherein  the  church  was 
"  concerned ;  which  right  the  fee  of  Rome 
**  had  always  preferved,  and  had  never  fuh^ 
**  mitted  to  any  othier  judgment."  This 
was  not  only  begging  the  queftion  in  dif- 
pute,  that  he  was  the  rightful  fucceflbr  of 
St.  Peter,  but  arrogating  to  his  fee  fuch  pre- 
rogatives, as  all  hiftory  contradiSed  no  lefs 
than  the  gofpel,  and  fuch  as  had  never  been 
acknowledged  by  any  emperor.  Befides,  it 
was  evident,  that,  if  thefe  pretenfions  were 
admitted,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  ^nd  a 
fchifm  between  two  popes;  fince  each  might 
equally  plead  this  privilege  of  exemption 
from  all  other  judgment,  and  would  be  fure 
to  pafs  fentence  in  favor  of  himfelf.  But 
as  Vidtor  came,  and.  fubmitted .  his  caufc  to 
the  council,  it  gave  a  reafonable  prejudice  in 
his  behalf,  his  adverfary  was  cenfured  as 
guilty  of  contumacy  J  and,  after  a  proper 
examination  of  witneffes,  he  was  declared  to 
have  been  duly  elected.  Frederick  took  cap« 
to  prevent  any  objeftion  againft  this  decifion, 
on  account  of  it's  being  made  by  the  fecular 
power ;  for  he  confined  the  examination  and 
judgment  of  the  caufe  to  the  ecclefiafticks 
alone*.  T  here  were  prefent  in  the  council  about 
fifty  bifhops,  befides  a  great  number  of  abbots 
and  other  dignified  clergymen ;  but  all  Ita- 
lians, or  fubjefts  of  the  empire.     The  kings 
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of  Bohemia  and  Denmark,  with  almoft  all     Book  li. 
the  princes  of  the  empire,  attended  in  per-  v!"R2dcvic. 
fon,  and  fubfcribed  to  the  determination  inc.  54, 55,56. 
favor  of  Vi<5tor.     The  king  of  Hungary  de-  7  <  • 
clared  his  affent  to  it  by  his  embaffadors.apud Baron. " 
The  kings  of  France  and  of  England  had 
alfo  minift^rs  in  the  council:  but  the  former 
of  thefe  refufed  to  engage  himfelf  any  fur- 
ther, than  not  to  acknowledge  either  Alexr 
ander,  or  Vidor,  as  pope,  till  he  fhould  re- 
ceive a  fuller  information  of  the  merits  of 
the  caufe  by  embaffadors  from  the  emperor; 
and  the  latter  declared,  that  in  this,  and  all 
other  affairs,  his  condudl  fhould  be  confor-^f 
mable  to  that  of  the  king  of  France.    Louis^ 
before  the  council  was  afTcmbled,  had  paid 
him  the  fame  compliment  with  regard  to- 
this  queftion  :  and  indeed  it  was  for  their 
mutual  intereft  not  to  difagree  on  fuch  a  '^ 

point :  as  their  difference  would  have  pro- 
duced a  fchifm  in  France,  which  muft  have 
been  very  troublefome  and  hurtful  to  both* 
The  French  monarch  was  ftrongly  urged  to 
determine  for  Alexander,  by  all  the  power 
that  his  queen,  who  was  zealous  for  that 
pontiff,  had  over  his  mind,  and  by  the  per- 
fuafions  of  much  the  major  part  of  his  clergy, 
whofe  inclinations  he  was  always  difpofed 
rather  to  follow  than  lead.     A  jealoufy  of  ^jg^^g^     j^^ 
encreafing  the  greatnefs  of  the  emperor,  by  i7,^pud  Du* 
giving  him  a  pope  devoted  to  his  interefts,  ^***^"®»  ^' *** 
might  have  alfo  fome  fhare  in  prejudicing  the 
judgment   of  this  prince  and  his  fubjedts. 
F  f  4  againft 
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againft  any  etridence  on  tht  fide  of  Vi<St:of« 
But  the  young  esirl  of  Cb^ampagnei  who  had 
much  credit  with  htiQ>  4ndi  was  related  to 
Vi€kor,  kept  him,  feme  time>  in  fufpence^ 
Hcary  had  received  very  early  impfeifions 
in  favor  of  Alexander j^  from  the  bi{bop  of 
hi&evtXp  ac  man  of  excellent  parta,  and  one 
whofe  counfela  he  chie#y  Uftened  to  ia  ec^ 
V.  AToiiiph,  clefiaftical  niatters.  Nevt^rthelefs  the  regard 
cpiA.adAlcx,  j^^  owed  to  the  emperor,  bis  friend  and  aUy* 
made  him  dbfirotts  to  proceed  with  ^r«at  re- 
ferve,  and  a  decent  ihew  of  deliberation,  ia 
this  aflfair.  Nor  would  he  aft  therein  with- 
out the  entire  concurrence  of  I^ouis,  wboib 
irrefolution  continued  feveral  months.  Dur-i 
ihg  this  interval  the  arohbifliop  of  C^nter-p 
bury  preffed  him  moft  vehemently  to  ac^ 
knowledge  Pope  Alexander,  by  feveral  let- 
liiJV^iii^^''  ^^^^  which,  being  iick  at  that  time,  hq 
48*  63!  ^^  wrote  by  the  hand  of  John  of  Saliftniry, 
his  fetretary,  who  afterwards  became  very 
bufy  and  faftious  ia  all  the  eccleGaftical  af- 
fairs of  this  reign.  But  no  follicitatioAs,  or 
importunities,  even  from  his  beft  fricndsji 
could  drive  the  king  to  precipitate  his  mea- 
fures,  in  a  matter  of  this  delicate  nature^ 
He  prudently  reftraincd  thfe  «eal  of  that  pre-; 
late  till  he  l^d  conferred  with  the  chancellor 
cf  the  empire,  who  immediately  after  the 
diffolution  of  the  council  of  Pavia,  in  the 
month  of  February  of  this  year  eleven  hun^^ 
dred  and  fixty,  had  been  fcnt  to  him  and  tbej 
Iking  of  France^  to  accjuaipt  thcpi  vvith  thQ 

r?afon§i 
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rcafons  upon,  which  that  council  had  aftod    ^^^  M. 
in  ackiK)wlcdgiiig  Vi<aor>  and  eadcavour  tochSJona; 
obtain  their  coacurrpncQ.     The  tmh^^oxggj. 
caHie»  and  wa«  patioitly  heard  by  both  king$, 
but  prevailed   upon  neither.      As  foon  ad 
Henry  had  cdncliii4ed  the  peace  with  Louis t 
he  ibunded  his  inclinations  with  regard  to 
this  qufiftion,  and  helped  to  fix  then^  in  be- 
half of  Alexander,     I  fhall  hereafter  givey-.  pttrfB*. 
feme  reafons  why  he  ought  rather  j^  haveieQfisepift.ad 
affiftcd  the  earl  of  Champgne  ip  f^^rvingp^'^^^^J^* 
Vifior.     But  being  drawn  in  by  the  torrent, 
which  run  very  ftrong  the  other  way,  both 
in  England  and  his  French  dominions,  ho    ^ 
ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  induce  the 
king  of  France  to  make  the  fame  choice;  of 
which  he  had  foon  afterwards  ^reat  caujfe  to 
jrepent. 

It  wa«  privinely  agreed  between  the  two 
kings,  that  as  a  foundation  for  them  to  pro* 
ceed  upon,  in  deciding  this  difpute,  each 
fhould  feparately  take  the  fenie  of  the  clergy 
within  his  own  territories  j  and  a  council 
was  accordingly  held  by  Louis  at  Beauvais ; 
Henry  at  the.  fame  time  holding  one  at  hi^ 
town  of  Neufmarch6  in  Normandy,  by  both 
which  afTcmblics  Alexander's  eledtion  wai 
fuppofed  to  be  good.  The  fcntiments  of  ' 
the  Gallican  church  having  been  thus  dc-* 
cktred  for  that  pontiff,  Henry  empowered 
|he  archbifliop  of  Canterbury  to  call  a  coun-e 
cil  in  Englandj  ajpd  fciid  hiin  their  opinion 

on 
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Book  II.     on  the  merits  of  the  queftioh.     Theobald 
^  ^     '    obeyed  very  joyfully;  and,  though  we  are 
told,  that  fome  of  the  Englifli  clergy,  par- 
rifc- epift.  44.  ticularly  the  bifhops  of  Durham  and  Wih- 
59  chefter,  inclined  to  Viftor,  yet  they  thought 

f^ift^T  6c.  ^^  advifeable  to  concur  with  their  brethren 
*  in  favoring  Alexander,  the  king's  difpofitioh 
to  give  him  the  preference  being  well  under- 
V.dirfft,i54.    flood.     The  words   of  the  primate,  in   his 
letter  to  Henry  on  this  occaiion,    are   re- 
markable.    He  fays  that  *'  the  council  had 
**  not  faffed  any  judgment  upon  the  matter 
**  propofed  to  them,  nor  had  they  decreed 
*'  any  thing  about  it  in  prejudice  to  the  ma- 
**  j^fty  ^^  *^^^  crown  ;   as  it  would  have  been 
*•  contrary  to  their  duty  to  do  Jo  :  but  they  had 
**  lawfully  and  dutifully  given  that  advice 
"  which  he  had  required  of  them  by  his 
**  royal  mandate."     From  hence  it  may  be 
inferred,  that,  in  the  commiflion  which  the 
king  had  fen t  to  this  prelate,  care  had  been 
taken  to  ittxxt^  his  royal  prerogative  againft 
any  encroachment  on  the  part  of  the  clergy, 
though  he  gracioufly  condefcended  to  afk 
their  advice :    and,  confidering  the  preten-  , 
fions  of  the  church  in  that  age,  an  archbiftiop 
of  Canteibury's  acknowledging  thisr.right  of 
the  crown,  in  terms  fo  explicit  and  fo  full  of 
refpedl,  was  a  great  inftance  of  moderation  i 

But  though  the  kings  of  France  and  Eng- 
land, by  thefe  national  fynods,  had  enabled 
themfelves  to   alledge    the  fenfe   of    thciF 

clergy, 
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clergy,  in  anfwer  to  the  emperor's  folicita- 
tions  in   favor  of  Vidor,    they  thought   it 
expedient,  before  they  would  finally  and  ab- 
folutely  declare   their  own   refolutions,.  to 
hear  whaf   the   legates,   fent   by  both   the 
competitors,    who  were   ordered  to  attend 
them  in  a  more  folemn  and  more  general 
council,  which  was  to  aflemble  at  Toaloufe, 
could  fay  on  the  fubjedl.  The  legates  arrived  Labbcos,  t.x. 
there  in  November  this  year  ;  but,^  from  fe-  ^^^^^*  ?• 
veral  incidents  intervening,  the  council  was  NeubrigcnC 
not  held  till  fome  time  in  the  autumn  of  the }-  >»•  ^'^i\^ 
following  year,    eleven  hundred   and  fixty  ^e  F?rnce, 
one.     Louis  and  Henry,  with  the  embaffa-  p.  407- 
dors  of  the  emperor  and  of  all  the  Spaniih  ^"^^'^^"f- 
kmgs,  were  then  preient  m  it,  before  whom  t,  i?, 
the  caufe  was  debated  by  the  legates   on 
either  fide ;  and  the  cardinal  of  Pavia,  de- 
puted by  Alexander,  pleaded  for  him  fo  well, 
that  the  council  unanimoufly  confirmed  his 
cledion.     It  muft,  however,  be  confeffed, 
that  this  cardinal's  eloquence  was  heard  with 
as  favorable  ears  by  his  audience,  as  the  ha- 
rangue of  Vidlor  had  been  by  the  council 
of  Pavia  J  and  all  thefc  grave  deliberations 
really  meant  nothing  more,  than  to  furnifli 
the  princes  who  were  at  the  head  of  each 
party  with  a  plaufible  appearance  of  being 
x:onvinced  of  what  they  were  before  deter- 
mined to  believe.     The  emperor,  with  the 
whole  empire,  and  all  the  northern  kings,  V.  Othoo, 
continued  unmoved  in  their  attachment  to  ^^/^,[^" 
Vidtpr,  for  whom  they  procured  a  decree  of 

z  another 
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another  general  council,  aflembled  at  Lo^ 
in  oppofition  to  this  of  Touloufe.  And  l)oth 
thcfe  meetings  concluded  with  thundering 
<xut  fentenccs  of  cxcompiunication  againft 
the  pope  of  the  other  fa6Uon  aad  all  his  ad- 
herents. Nothing  can  exceed  the  rancour 
and  bittcrnefs,  which  appear  in  loany  of  the 
letters  written  during  thofe  times,  by  clergy- 
men and  monks  of  either  party,  againft  their 
opponents  i  and  thej  were  but  too  powerful 
to  infpire  the  fame  pafllona  into  the  laity^ 
whofe  confciences  they  direded  with  an  ah- 
iblute  dominion.  This  fchifm  was  followed 
by  a  long  war  in  Italy^  betwceo  the  emperor 
and  the  adherents  of  Alexander  there,  which 
I  {hall  have  occai&on  to  fay  more  of  here- 
after. 

While  Louis  and  Henry  were  thus  bufie^ 
in  chufing  a  pope,  there  had  happened  other 
events  of  great  importance,  which  entirely 
altered  the  ilate  of  their  civil  affairs.  About 
the  end  of  September  in  the  year  eleven 
hundred  and  fixty,^  the  queen  of  France 
died  in  child-bed  of  a  fecond  daughter,  whq, 
fufviving  her  mother,  w^s  named  Adclai?. 
The  lords  of  the  council,  much  defiring  a 
male  heir  to  the  crown,  exhorted  the  king 
to  marry  again  without  delay.  He  made  to 
much  hafte  to  comply  with  their  advice  and 
!iis  own  inclinations,  that  difregarding  all 
decency,  in  lefs  than  a  fortnight  after  the 
deatli  of  his  wife,  he  married  a  fifter  of  the 
3  carl 
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#aTl  of  Champagne.     That  prince  and  his 
brothers,  the  earls   of  Blois  and  Sancerre^ 
were,  by  means  of  this  alliance,    advanced 
to  greater  power  in  the  kingdom  of  France  ^ 
and  as  Henry  was  aftured  that  they  were  very 
malevolent  to  him>.  though  one  of  them  had 
occafionally  confederated  with  him  in  the 
war  of  Touloufe,.  it  alarmed  him  to  fee  then^ 
brought  fo  near  to  the  thron«.     Indeed  the 
death  of  Conftantia.  was  in  many  refpeds: 
unfortunate  for  him;     He  had  always  found 
her  a  warm  and  ufeful  friends     The  new 
C[ueen  might  be  an  enemyj  and?,,  from  hh 
knowledge   of  Louis,   he  might   naturally 
fear,  that  a  change  in  the  bed  of  that  mo- 
narch would  be  followed  by  a  change  in  his 
aounciL    Thefe  confiderations  aflfecfted  him 
iiirith  no  little  uneafinefs.     The  peace  con-  Chrou.Nom^ 
tluded  in  May  had  not  been  ratified  till  Oc-  P-997- 
tober,  a.  few  days  before  this  marriage  was 
celebrated.     On  that  occafion  the  prince  of 
England  did  homage  to  the  king  of  France  ^ 

for  the  dutchy  of  Normandy  f  which  feems  to 
iiriply  that  a  cefSon  had  bceir  adrually  made^ 
©r  at  leaft  an  intension  declared  by  Henry  at 
this  time,  dnd  confirmed  by  this  ad,  of  re- 
igning to  him  thofe  territories  when,  he- 
fliduld  be-of  full  age.  Probably,  Louis,  whofe 
dauglifttr  he  was  to^marry,  might  defire  this^ 
^effion;  as  the  heir  to  the  crowq  of  Eng- 
land had  not  in  thofe  days  any  principality^ ' 
dukedom,  or  other  Eoyal  appanage,,  affigned 

to* 
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to  him  in  that  kiiigdom.  And  perhaps  foHie 
difpute  upon  this  matter  was  the  caufc  that 
the  ratification  of  the  peace  had  fo  long  been 
delayed,  though  we  do  not  find  any  mention 
thereof  in  the  treaty,  Hbwever  this  may 
have  been,  it  looked  unfavorable  to  the  con*-- 
cord,  rcftored  at  this  meetings  that  Henry 
departed  from  thence,  without  feeing  the 
celebration  of  the  king's  nuptials  j  a  cere^ 
mony,  which  he  would  undoubtedly  have 
graced  with  his  prefence,  if  his  diilike  of 
the  match  had  not  got  the  better  of  his 
ufual  complaifance,  and  made  him  fhew  the 
court  of  P>ance  a  little  too  plainly,  that  he 
could  not  forget  the  dead  queen  fo  foon  as 
her  hufband. 

Upon  his  return  into  Normandy,  he  judged 
It  advifeable  to  take  fuch  meafures,  as  might 
fecure  him  againft  the  confeqnences  of  that 
alteration  in  the  difpofition?  of  Louis,  which 
he  prudently  forefaw  from  this  alliance.  To 
put  his  fon's  marriage  with  the  eldeft  prin- 
cefs  of  France  beyond  all  difpute  was  his 
firft  care.  A  mere  verbal  contrail  might 
poflibly  be  revoked,  and  the  lady  demanded 
back  from  Robert  de  Neubourg^  judiciary 
of  Normandy,  who  had  the  cuftody  of  her, 
if  thofe  who  governed  her  father  fhould  make 
him  wifli  to  difpofe  of  her  in  a  different  man- 
ner. Henry  thought  it  expedient  to  guard 
againft  this  danger,  and  bind  the  engage- 
ment 
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ment  more  indiflblubly  by  the  mod  folemn 
fandHon :  as,  befidcs  the  hope  of  future  be- 
nefits which  might  arife  from  this  match, 
he  was  very  defirous,  at  this  jundturc,  to  get 
the  Norman  Vexin,  with  the  important  caille 
of  Gifors,    and  thofe  of  Neufle  and  Neu^ 
chatel,  into  his  own  hands.     By  the  treaty  See  the  treaty, 
of  peace,    which   he   had   concluded   with|j!*^^Pl*"" 
Louis  the  year  before,  he  was  authorized  to 
take  poffeffion  of  thefe,  if,  before  the  term 
of  three  years  affigned  *by  that  treaty  for  their 
being  delivered  up  to  him,  his  fon  fhould 
efpoufe  the  princefs  with  the  confent  of  the 
church.     He  therefore  applied  to  the  cardi-  Kcfito  Iin«g» 
nals  of  Pifa  and  Pavia,  legates  from  Alex- 1;^^';,^!;^ 
ander,  who  ftow  were  with  him  in  Normandy,  Chron.Nornu 
and  prevailed  upon  them  to  celebrate  the  P;  997:      „ 

r         ^  r  •  t  f   1  t    i- 1  Neubng.  1.  lu 

form  of  a  marriage,  or  publick  and  folemn  c.  24. 
efpoufals,  between  Prince  Henry  his  fon, 
not  yet  fix  years  old,  and  Margaret  of  France, 
who  was  ftill  a  younger  infant.  This  cere- 
mony being  performed,  he  demanded  the 
caftles;  which  were  immediately  fur  rendered 
to  him,  by  the  knights  templars,  into  whofe 
cuftody  they  had  been  committed.  Nor 
could  they  withhold  them,  againft  the  exprefs 
conditions  of  the  treaty  between  the  two 
princes.  At  the  time  when  Louis  gave  his 
confent  to  that  treaty,  he  was,  in  all  proba- 
bility, defirous  to  accelerate  the  efpoufals  of 
his  daughter  with  Henry's  fon,  and  thought 
the  immaturity  of  their  age  no  objection  : 

but 
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but  the  death  of  her  mother  and  his  i)e^ 
marriage  having  changed  his  <>pimon,    bcr 
was  fo  unreafonable  as  to  complain  of  Hend- 
ry's proceedings,  in  aiding  agreeahl^  to  their 
late  convention « 
V.Gni.Neo-     If  we  may  believe  fome  ancient  writers^, 
brig.  1.  u.  c.  i^g  accafed  that  monarch  of  frauds  ^nd  the 
^^y^H^nflQ.  knights  templars  of  breach  of  tr'ttd,  and  « veil 
pars  poft.      drove  the  latter  out  of  his  kingdom^   far 
f.  z^Zi         having  delivered  the  caftles  to  Heary  upon 
thisy^j^w  of  a  marriage.     But  it  is  ^vi4en£ 
that  this  anger  had  no  foandation.    f'or  %he 
words  of  the  treaty,  too  clear  to  fidrnk  ^ 
Steele  tiemjr  ^ny  dottbt,  gave  Henry  a  right  to  take  poi^ 
uditAnpeii-  fcffion  jof  the  caftles,  and  of  the  whok  Nor- 
•  *•  man  Vexin^  for  the  ufc  of  ^is  fon^  j^t  any 

time  after  the  figaing  thereof,  when  tte 
latter  fhould  have  efpoufsd  the  daughter  of 
Louis  with  the  con/int  of  the  church.  The 
legates  of  the  pope  ibad  ,given  that  e^r^fmt : 
the  knights  templars  were  prefent  themfelves 
j^i  the  ceremony  :  ffceir  truft  was  to  deter- 
!mine  as  foon  as  this  was  poffofmed;  an4 
their  honor  was  engaged  to  furrender  tt> 
.Henry  what  then  belonged  to  him,  as  much 
as  any  other  part  of  his  territories  in  France. 
Nor  can  the  reproach  of  a  difbonorable  and 
fraudulent  practice,  in  this  tranfadtion,  be 
rfcaibnably  laid  on  that  king.  Prudence  re- 
quired him  to  fecure  to  his  fon  a  defirable 
-match  and  the  advantages  that  attended  it, 
in  fuch  manner  as  he  was  impowered,  and 

even 
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<Jven  iaVited  to  do  it,  by  Louis  himfelf,  not 
long  before*  :But  though  the  French  mo- 
narch-had.  npt,  in  reality,  any  caufe  for  re- 
fentment  on  account  of  this  ad:,  the  con- 
temporary authors  affign  no  other  for  his 
taking  upv  arms  againft  Henry  the  following 
year.  He  was,  doubtkfs,  incited  to  it,  not 
by  any  good  .arguments;  btit  by  the  influence 
which  his  bride,  and  the  unanimous  cbunfels 
of  her  brothers,  had  over  his  mind  at  this 
time.  While,  by  their  inftigations,  he  was 
preparing  for  the  war  he  intended  to  make 
at  the  return  of  the  fpring,  thofe  three 
princes,  having  drawn  their  forces  together, 
began  to  fortify  Chaumont,  a  caftle  in  the  Chron.Norm. 
county  of  Blois,.  bordering  upon  Touraine;^*  997* 
from  whence  they  propofed  to  infeft  the  laft 
mentioned  province,  as  foon  as  the  king^ 
their  mafter,  fhould  take  the  field.  But 
Henry,  to  whom  th€  intention  of  their 
work  was  no  fecret,  put  himfelf  inftantly  at 
the  head  of  a  body  of  troops,  which  he  had 
kept  ijp  to  be  ready  on  aay  emergency,  and 
marched  to  prevent  them  from  executing 
their  purpofe.  Before  he  came  to  Chaumont^ 
the  earls  of  Champagne  and  Sancerre  had 
returned  home  with  their  forces,  leaving 
their  brother,  the  earl  of  Blois,  to  complete 
the  fortifications :  but  he  alfo,  upon  intelli- 
gence of  Henry's  approach,  which  he  did 
not  expedl^  thought  it  prudent  to  retire. 
That  king,  whofe  celerity  in  his  military 
Vol.  n.  G  g  ope- 
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Book  IL-    Qperations  made  him  always  fucceJ&fol,  founcf 
'  *    the  works  fa  uniinifhcd,  and  the  garrifon  of 

the  caftk  fa  unable  to  defoui  itr  tkat  it  wa& 
yielded  to  him  without  the  troabie  of  a^fiege: 
and  immediately  given  up  to  one  of  his  vaf- 
fais,  named.  Hugh  d'Amboiie,  wJho  clsumed 
it,  as.  a  fief  that  belonged  to  his  family,  and 
i^ho  bore  a  mQirtal;  hatred  againi^  the  earl  of 
Bloi$>  bocaufe.  that  prince  bad  oceafioned  the 
death  of  his  father  by  an  unjuft  and  f^vere" 
impriibnoaent.  Then^  havihg  added  fbm<& 
new  defences  to.  thecaftles  of  Ffettevalle  andl 
Amboife^  HenTy  returned  into  Normandy,. 
aAd:  put  that  whole  dutchy  into  a  ft^te  of 
fecurity^  bycepairing  and  enoreafingp  the  for* 
tificatiojis  of  aimaik  ali  his  oaftles,  but  par- 
ticularly of  Gifors,.  and  building  a-new  fortreffei 
.upojBL  the  banks  of  the  Eum.  He  alfo  gar-* 
rifoned  tiiofe.  of  fome  fM>bk»ieGj  whefe* 
fidelity  he  iiifpec^ed,  with  his  6\wi  troops  ;. 
^.be.  had  a^  right. to  do  hy  the  cuftoms-  and' 
Ifews  o£  France.. 

But  though,  his  principaJ  car©  was  H^  ppc^ 
vide,  for  dia  fofety  oi  his^  tjerritories  on  that 
contiBeat^  ia  caib  o£  a  War,  he  did  not' 
negiefl:  the  woirfc]&  of  pe««?Ci4  -  fivcil  while  he' 
was  €r«6ting  thefe  fortiBcationSj  he  b^ilt  a> 
royal  palac®.  in  the  neigl^ijourhood  ©f  Rbiieny 
andi  an  hcrfpital  foir  lepers-  near  Gaen>  which? 
the  Norman  chronicle  ftyks  a  wmderfuthni^ 
cimg^  ©n;  acoo»nt>J  (bppofo  of  the  beauty  of 
its  archite^iure^  or  its  fpacious  exten't;     The 

kproly 
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Icprofy  raged^  at, this  time,  very  violently, 
in  moft  parts  of  Europe,  being  imported  from 
F'aleftine  by  the  pilgrimages  made  thither^ 
or  from  Syria  and  Egypt  by  the  crufades  5 
and  fuch  edifices  were  neceflary  to  receive 
the  infected,  who  were  cut  off  from  fociety 
with  all  other  men.  No  charity  therefore 
could  better  become  a  king  than  this,  which 
^ave  all  the  comfort  their  condition  would 
"admit  to  the  nnoft  unhappy  of  his  fubje<ft«, 
Aiid  fecured  the  reft  from  the  contagion  df 
ib  loal^fbme  a  diftemper.  Henry  was  alfo 
^  benefa6tor  to  fomc  religious  houfes,  both 
4n  France  and  in  England;  for  which  he 
ideferveis  the  hoBc^  due  to  pious  intentions* 

Sit>oh  after  Eafteri  in  the  year  eleven  hun-  Norm.Chron. 
«dred  and  fixty-one,  Louis  attempted  to  attack  P-  997»  998- 
the  Norman  Vexin  :  but  Henry  had  {o 
ftirengthened  every  part  of  that  diftri<St,  that 
his  enemy  found  it  impradticable  to  make 
^ny  fiege,  and  foon  retired  to  the  frontier  of 
hit  own  country.  The  king  of  England 
purfued  him;  and  the  two  armies  being  often 
in  fight  of  each  other,  a  battle  was  daily 
expefted*  But  the  reputation  of  Henry's 
•arms  made  Louis  unwilling  to  run  that  ha- 
zard; nor>  when  that  monarch  avoided,  did 
Henry  feek  it,  having  more  to  lofe,  if  he 
Should  be  defeated,  than  to  gain  by  a  victory. 
He  had  done  enough  to  prevent  the  imputa- 
ti(^  of  fear  being  caft  on  his  prudence;  and 
G  g  2  it 
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it  was  agreeable  to  every  principle  that  go- 
verned his  conduft,  to  make  up  a  quarrel 
with  the  fovereign  of  his  foreign  dominions, 
as  foon  as  he  could  with  honor.  He  there- 
fore was  not  difplcafed  that  good  offices  of 
mediation  were  employed  by  fome  common 
friends  to  both  parties.;  in  confequence  of 
which,  about  midfummer,  a  truce  was  agreed 
Chron.Norm.  upon  between  him  and  Louis.  •  The  firll  ufe 
p.  99«.  ^Y^^^  j^g  made  of  it  was  to  go  and  fupprefs  a 
rebellion  in  Aquitaine,  which  had  broken 
out  during  the  war  on  the  borders  of  Nor- 
mandy, on  a  fuppcfition  that  his  arms  would 
have  been  longer  detained  in  thofe  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  But  that  hope  was  now  fru- 
ftrated :  in  lefs  than  two  months  he  van- 
quished all  the  rebels,  and  recovered  what- 
ever he  had  loft  in  thofe  provinces,  either 
by  treafon,  or  force ;  particularly  the  fortrefs 
of  Chaftillon  above  Agen,  upon  the  river 
Garonne,  which,  though  nature  and  ^rt  had 
concurred  to  render  it  itrong,  he  took  in  five 
or  fix  days,  to  the  great  aftonifhment  and 
,  terror  of  the  Gafcons. 

The  fcience  of  engineering  muft  certainly 
have  been  pofleft  by  this  prince,  or  by  thofe 
employed  under  him,  in  a  high  degree  of 
perfedion  ;  as  we  find  he  hardly  ever  befieged 
.  any  place  without  reducing  it  fooner  than 
his  enemies  had  expedied. 

All  being  fubdued  and  quiet  in  Aquitaine, 
he  performed  nothing  more  of  any  import- 
ance 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


OF     KING     HENRY     11. 

ance  this  year,  except  prefiding  together 
with  Louis  at  the  council  of  Touloufe,  an 
account  of  which  has  been  given.  Their 
meeting  in  that  city  may  be  regarded  as  a 
proof,  that  no  great  animofity  continued  be- 
tween thfem,  or  between  the  king  of  Eng- 
land and  the  earl  of  Touloufe. 


G  g  3  NOTES 
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Hiftory  of  the  Life  of  King  Henry 
the  Second. 

PAGE  8.  Upen  which  /he  immediately  gave  the 
'  alarm  to  her  friends^  ani^  with  all  pojjwle  Jilence 
andfeerefyy  drew  them  infenfibly^  by  fmall parses ^  out 
of  the  city^  before  the  confpirators  there  were  ready 
to  a£i%  then^  mounting  on  borfeback^  Jhe  retired^  in 
a  military  manner^  to  Oxford ;  the  nobles ^  who,  at- 
tended her  ^  formings  with  their  followers^  afirong 
body  of  cavalry^  and  marching  together^  in  good 
order ^  till  they  got  to  a  confiderable  difiame  from 
London, ' 

Some  authors  fay,  that  Matilda  and  her  friends 
.made  iheir  efcape  in  the  utmoft  diforder,  and, 
rather  by  a  flight  than  retreat,  having  been  in- 
formed of  their  danger  but  a  moment  before,  when 
the  bells  of  the  city  were  ringing  to  call  the  people 
to  arms,  dnd  the  infurreftion  was  already  begun. 
But  I  have  preferred  the  account  given  by  William  V.  Hifl 
of  Malmfbury,  who  fays,  that  injidus  pr^cognitis  H  1.  ii.  ^» 
%'UatiSy  fevfim^  fine  ttmultu  quadam  militari  difcipUna 
G  g  4  urbe 
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Book  I.^  urhe  cejferunt.  For,  had  their  notice  of  the  plot 
been  fo  fhort,  and  their  flight  fo  diforderlv,  as  the 
others  pretend,  it  is  not  conceivable  how  thofe  who 
were  lodged  in  the  city  could  all  be  permitted  to  go 
off  unmolefted,  or  how  it  could  happen  that  no  pur- 
fuit.  fhould  have  been  made  by  the  citizens.  Wil- 
liam of  Mahnfbury  affirms,  that  all  of  Matilda's 
party  efcaped  unhurt ;  and  no  other  autbpr  makes 
mention  of  any  of  them  having  becfn  killed,  or 
taken  prifoners. 

P.  61.  It  happened  well  for  bim,  that  the  aSlion  did 
net  begin  till  after  fun -Jet  5  fo  that  darknefs  comr^ 
en  af^ed  his  flight.  '  '      ' 

In  my  account  of  this  aftion,  I  have,  for  the 
moft  part,  followed  the  author  of  the  a6ls  of  king 
Stephen.  Gervafc  of  Canterbury  differs,  in  fome 
refpefts,  from  that  author;  particularly  in  this,  that 
he  fays  the  king  fled  without  facing  the  enemy; 
whereas  the  other  tells  us,  that  he  drew  all  his  for- 
ces out  of  the  town,  and  did  not  fly,  till  the  bcft 
part  of  them  were  broken  and  routed,  which  better 
agrees  with  his  charadter.  I  have  reconciled  their 
accounts  as  far  as  I  could ;  but  where  they  are  irre- 
concileable,  I  have  adhered  to  the  afts  of  King  Ste- 
phen, as  the  writer  was  nealrefl:  in  time. 

P.  76.  This  Sultan  left  the  government  to  his  fon 
Gelaleddini  whofe  dominions  extended  from  Ur^uendy 
a  city  of  Turqueftan  tevcnd  the  river  Oxus^  to  An- 
tiocb  in  Syria  ;  which  he  won  from  the  Greek  em- 
pire  by  the  good  coyjduSf  of  Solyman^  a  prince  of  his 
bloody  on  whom  he  beftowed  it^  with  part  of  the 
Leffer  Afia^  &c. 

Antioch  had  been  conquered  from  the  Greek 
empire  by  the  Caliph  Omar,  in  the  fixtcenth  year 
of  the  Hegira ;  and  Fcnwined  in  the  hands  of  the 

Saracens 
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Saracens  till  the  year  357  of' the  fame  ^ra,  when  it 
was  regained  from  them  by  the  emperor  Nicepho- 
rus  Phocas.  Splyman  took*  it  in  the  year  of  the 
Hegira  477.     (See  Anthakia  in  Hcrbelor.) 

P.  10 r.  Tet  when  be  founds  during  his  march  over 
the  lands  of  the  empire^  feverat  proof s  of  bofiile  ma^ 
lice  and  treachery  in  the  Greeks^  &c. 
Monfieur  Voltaire,  m  his  late  Hirtory  of  the  Cru- 
fades,  and  another  excellent  writer  of  the  fame  nation^ 
have  afcribed  the  mortality  in  the  army  of  Conrade, 
only  to  their  intemperance,  and  the  efFecfls  of  a  fo- 
reign climate.  (V.  Voltaire  Hift:  des  Croifades, 
fub  ann.  1 147.  p.  78.  &  Abrege  Chronologique  dc 
l*Hiftotrc  de- France,  torn.  i.  fub  ann.  1148.J  But 
the  unanimous  teftimony  of- all  the  contemporary- 
Latin  hiftorians,  fupported  by  Nicetas,  a  Greek, 
who  was  Secretary  to  Emanuel  Comntnusj  in  his 
Life  of  that  emperor,  leaves  us,  I  think,  no  roorii 
to  doubt,  that  they  were  perfidioufly  deftroyed  by 
the  Greeks.  The  filence  of  the  laft  author,  as  to 
any  violences  committed  by  the  Germans,  which 
might  have  provoked  fuch  ill  ufage,  difproves  all 
all  that  Cinqamus,  another  Greek  writer,  has  faid 
on  that  fubjeft.  In  truth,  the  behaviour  of  Con- 
rade  and  his  army,  was  quite  irreproachable,  with 
regard  to  the  Greeks;  but  the  Greeks  afted  trea-, 
cheroudy  and  bafcly  by  them  -,  nor  can  I  make  any 
queftion  of  their  having  afted  by  the  orders  of 
Emanuel  Comnenus.  It  appears  by  a  letter  from 
the  king  of  France  himfelf,  that  he  likewife  com- 
plained of  the  fraud  of  that  emperor :  "  In  quibus 
**  fane  partibus,  turn  fro  fraude  imperatoris^  turn 
*'  pro  cplpa  noftrorum,  non  pauca  damna  pertuli- 
^*  mus,  ec  graviter  quidem  in  multis  periculis  vex- 
♦'  ati  fumus.  Non  dcfuerunt  quippe  nobis  aflidgas 
♦'  latronum   infidia?,    graves  viarum   difficultates, 

*«  cjuo- 
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Book  I.  <c  quotidiana  bdla  Turcorum,  qui  perndffione  impe^ 
"  ratoris  in  terram  fuam  militiam  Chrifti  perfcqui 
*'  venerantf  &c.**  V.  Epift.  Sugcr.  39.  apud  Du- 
cheihe. 

P.  1%^.  Tet  the  latter  bos  kft  bis  rtadars  as  much  in 
the  dark^  as  all  the  other  bijlorians  who  lived  in 
tbofe  days^  with  regard  to  the  pcrjbn  Jhe  intrigued 
with. 
V.  Wil.  Tyri,     His  words  arc  thcfe :  "  Spc  fruftratu$,  mutato 
1.  xvi.  c.  27.  ^^  (ludio^    regis  vias  abominari,   et  ei  prazftruerc 
^'  patenter  infidias,  et  in  ejus  lasfionem  afinari  cos- 
<^  pit^  Uxorem  enim  ejus  in  id  ipfum  conientientem^ 
«(  quas  una  erat  de  fatuis  nnulieribus,  aut  violenter^ 
''  aut  occultis  machinationibus,  ab  eo  rapere  pro- 
*^  pofiiit.     £rat»  ut  prasmifimus,  ^2£/  et  prius  et 
-  ^^  poftmodum  manifeftis  edocuit  indkiis^  mulier  impru^ 
<^  dens,  et  contra  digniutem  regiam  legem  negligeas 
*'  maritalem^  tbori  conjugalis  fidem  oblita:  quod  poft- 
^<  quam  regi  comperium  eft^  principis  prasveniena 
^*  molimina,  vitae  quoque  et  faluti  conlulens,  de 
^^  confilium  magnatum  fuorum  iter  accelerans,  urbe 
"  Antiochena  cum  fuis  dam  egrefliis  eft/'     By 
thefe  words,  one  would  imagine,  that  he  meant  to 
accu(e  her  of  an  amour  with  her  uncle,  as  well  as 
with  others,  before  and  after  this  time.     But,  in 
giving  the  charafter  of  the  fame  prince  of  Antioch, 
he  fays,  that  he  was  fcrupulouQy  true  to  his  wife» 
Idem,  I.  xiv.  ^'  conju^alis  integritatis,  poftquam  -duxit  uxorem, 
f.  «i-  *'  foliicitus  cuftos  et  fervator.'*     And  if  that  prince 

was  not  himfelf  the  gallant  of  Eleanor,  it  is  mod 
incredible  that  he  iliould  blaft  his  own  reputation^ 
and  rifque  his  fortune  and  life,  by  taking  her  from 
her  hufband,  to  favor  the  criminal  paffion  of  an- 
other. As  for  the  imputation  this  writer  has  thrown, 
in  the  paffage  above-cited,  both  on  her  former  and 
fubfcqucnt  condufl:,  I  do  not  find  it  fupported  by 

any 
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Any  other  evidence  in  any  of  the  accounts  we  hare 
of  thofe  times. 

I'.  124.  ^bis  epihim  is  vrell  warranted  iy  tbew6rd$ 
of  an  bifimanj  who  Ufvci  in  that  age. 
The  words  that  I  refer  to  arc  thefc :  "  Princtps 
*'  fatis  inteiligens  per  refponfionena  r^^/j  petitiones 
**  fuas  Tacxias  fieri  magna  contra  regem  ferbuit 
^<  iracundia,  et  ab  ilia  hora  non  ceflavit,  in  quanturn 
^^  potuit,  in  malum  re^s  et  dedecus  machinare'; 
^^  in  tantum  quod  Alienordis  reg^na  uxor  fua  iliis 
^^  matis  exhortacionibus  regem  voiuit  deferere,  et 
^'  ab  illO)  ad  minus  ^  timpusy  quaji  quodam  divoriio 
^^  feparariJ'*  The  Latin  is  very  bad  j  but  it  is 
plain  from  the  fenfe^  that  umrfua  means  uxor  regisi 
zn^fuis  malis  cKhortationibus,  ihould  be  ejus  malis 
iexhortaticffiibu3.  V.  Qefta  Ludovici  Vlh  regis 
liHi  Ludovici  Grolfi  apud  £>i|f  hefne* 
.  The  author  q£  the  Life  of  Abbot  Suger^  pub-  Hiftoire  d« 
lifted  in  1721^  afcribcs  the  greateft  part  of  this  Soger,  tom.  i, 
book  to  that  Abbots  fuppoBng  that  he  wrote  it^**«^-3"^% 
from  the  Memoires  of  Odo  de  Detail,  and  that  after 
his  deceafe  it  was  i|nifhed  by  Odo.  But  he  is  cer- 
taicily  mi&aken  in  both  thefe  opinions.  For  the 
Memoirs  and  this  H^lxury  (fiffer  iq  many  particu* 
iarS)  of  which  I  will  mention  one  inftance.  The 
Memoirs  fay,  that,  after  the  defeat  on  the  moun- 
tain of  Laodicea,  another  a<%ioaenfued^  in  which  the 
French  b^at  the  Turks,  and  cut  to  pieces  a  large 
body  of  them  between  two  rivers.  (V.  Cdo  de 
Diogn.  I.  viik)  Bqt  the  Hiftory  fays,  they  never 
XXt  with  the  Turks,  after  the  defeat  abovcmen- 
tioned,  till  they  cair^e  to  Attalia.  (V.  Geft.  Ludov. 
c.  14.)  The  ufe  of  certain  barbaroui  words  in-this 
book,  which  likcwife  occur  in  the  writings  of  Su- 
gcr,  is  not  a  proof  that  he  wrote  it :  as  the  fame 
words  are  ufed  by- many  others,  who  ^yrotc  in  that 

age, 
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age.  But  there  arc  fome  in  this  book,  particularly 
farlamentum^  which  feem  to  fix  the  date  of  it  half 
a  century  later  than  Suger's  death.  (See  Geft.  Lu- 
dov..  c.  3.  18.)  I  therefore  agree  with  the  learned 
and  judicious  Dupin,  in  not  regarding  this  book  as 
the  work  of  that  Abbot.  f       ' 

P.  T30.  For^  tofuppafe,  that  true  miracles  were  really 
done  by  him,  in  confirmation  of  his  having  received 
revelations  from  God,  which  the  event  proved  to  be 
falfc,  is  fucb  an  abfurdity,  and  fuch  an  impiety,  as 
one  would  think,  fuperfiition  itfelf  fhould  rejeS. 
It  is  ailonifhing,  (hat  a  proteftant  Divine,  Dn 
Fuller,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Holy  wars,  Qiould  fay,* 
that  God  fet  his  hand  to  St.  Bernard's  tejiimonial  of 
the  miracles  which  that  father  wrought !  (V.  Fuller's 
Hiftory  of  the  Holy  wars,  1.  ii.  c.  30O     The  Jefuit 
Maimbourg  had  more  judgment,  and  fpeaks  very 
doubtfully  about  all  thefc  miracles ;  or,  rather,  in  ^ 
way  that  (hews  he  thought  they  dcferved  no  credit, 
V.  Maimbourg  Hift.  des  Croifadcs,  1.  iii.  p.  429, 
430.)     But  yet  it  is  certain,  that  few  of  the  modern 
miracles,  believed  by  the  Church  of  Rome,  arc 
better  attefted.     There  is  ftill  extant  a  book,  pub- 
lifted  by  Sanfon,   archbifhop  of  Rheims,   which 
contains  a  journal  of  them,  with  teftimonies  and 
proofs.  (V.  FleuriHift.  Ecclcliaft.  1.  Ixix.  p.  1246.) 
They  are  mentioned  by  many  contemporary  au- 
thors,  both  German  and  French.  .    (V.  Odo  de 
Diog.  1.  V.  GeofFredi  Vit.  S.  Bernardi,  c.  4.)    And, 
laftly,  Bernard  himfelf  appeals  to  them  as  proofs  of 
the  truth  of  his  million.     In  his  apology  to  the 
Pope  he  writes  thus :  **  If  you  alk  me,  what  mi- 
:  *'  raclcs  I  have  done,  to  prove  the  divine  revelations 
"  which  I  had  received,  that  is  a  point  to  which  it 
*'  does  not  become  me  to  anfwer.    Modefty  hinders 
^f  me,  and  I  ought  to  be  excufcd  from  it  on  that 
*  «*  account, 
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**  account.     It  lies  on  you,  holy  father,  it  lies  on      Book  L 
<«  you  to  anfwer  for  me,  according  to  what  you  have 
*'  feen  and  heard. ^* 

Among  the  miracles  faid  to  be  done  by  him,  this 
is  one.  A  lame  child  was  brought  to  him  in  prc- 
fcnce  of  the  emperor :  he  made  the  fign  of  the  crofs, 
raided  the  child,  and  bid  him  walk,  which  he  did 
very  well.  Then  Bernard,  turning  to  the  emperor, 
faid,  "  This  was  done  for  your  fake,  that  you  may 
•*  know,  that  God'  is  certainly  with  you,  and  that 
"  your  cnterprize  is  agreeable  to  him." 

P.  137.  And  though^  in  the  defperateftate  ofStephetCs 
affairs  after  the  battle  of  Lincoln^  he^  with  all  the 
other  noblemen  whoferved  that  prince^  except  fVil- 
Ham  of  Ipres^  fubmitted  to  Matilda^  and  not  only 
was  confirmed  by  her  in  his  earldom^  but  received 
additional  favors^    as   appears    by   two   charters 
granted  to  him  that  year ^  yet  he  foon  left  ber^  and 
returned  to  the  party  of  the  king^  &c. 
Thefe  charters  are  cited  by  Dugdale  in  his  Baro- 
nage, but  he  has  mifplaced  them :  for  that  dated 
from  Oxford,  which  he  gives  firft,  refers  to  the 
other,  dated  from  Wcftminfter,  in  feveral  places, 
by  confirming  grants  made  therein.     That  both 
were  granted  in  the  year  1 141  appears  very  clearly. 
For  Matilda  was  not  at  Wcftminfter  after  the  death 
of  her  father  till  a  few  days  before  Midfummer  in 
that  year ;  and  before  the  end  of  that  fummcr  (he 
was  driven  from  thence  by  the  confpiracy  of  the 
Londoners.     This  certainly  fixes  the  time,  when 
the  firft  of  thefe  charters  was  given,  to  have  been 
in  that  interval.     And  Ihe  promifcs  in  the  other^ 
that  certain  lords,  who  are  called  her  baronSy  fhould 
be  pledges  for  the  engagements  contracted  therein, 
and  names  among  others  Gilbert  earl  of  Pembroke, 
who,  from  the  time  of  the  fiege  of  Wincheftcr  till 

a  year 
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fl  year  after  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Effex,  was  id 
the  fervice  of  Stephen,  Thts  charter  muft  there- 
fore have  been  given  at  the  time  when  &e  went 
to  refide  in  Oxford  cattle  after  her  flight  frotii  Wcft- 
mmfter,  and  before  ftie  cneaged  in  her  unftccefs- 
ful  attempt  upon  the  bi(ho^s  caftte  ait  Wihch^fter  * 
for  only  during  that  interval  could  the  eari  of  Pem- 
broke be  reckoned  among  her  barons^  as  he,  togethet 
with  all  the  chief  friends  of  King  Stephen,  had  then 
fobmitted  to  her  j  but  prefently  afterwards  forfook 
her  again,  ^nd  came  with  the  army  raffed  by  the 
queen  to  beficge  her  in  Winchefter.  Probably  fhd 
gave  the  earl  of  Eflfcx  this  charter^  which  is  naone 
liberal  tha^  the  other,  in  hopes  of  recovering  the 
city  of  London  by  his  affiftanc^.  Whether  at  this 
time  he  i^ally  meant  to  affift  her  is  doubtful.  Per- 
Iteps  Me  Of)ly  treated  wkh  her  to  amuft  and  deceive 
her,  tiJl  ehc  bffliopof  Winchefter  fhould  be  ready 
*  to  fidt  it\  coiicert  wkh  him  agatnft  her.    Certain  ic 

is,  that  foon  afterwards  he  brdfce  thefe  engagemeftts : 
V.  Geft.        ^^  ^^*  anonymous  author  of  the  Afts  of  King  Sre- 
Stcphcn.Reg.  pheft  tttfmcs  aB  the  earls  who  attended  her  general 
ap.Duchefne  fummoRs  at  Wincheftcr,  and  he  is  not  among  them  i 
Hift.  Norm,  sh^' WjiiiaiYx  of  Matofbwry  fays,  that  almoft  rfH  the 
^.  Malmfb.    ^^'"^  ^^  England  attended  the  bifliop  of  Winchcf- 
Hift.  Norm,    ter^s  ftiitimorts  upon  that  occafion  -,  which  is  a  very 
l.ii.  f.  107.  2.  ftrong  prefomption  thtit  he  came  to  ifhat  fiege,  witfi 
^^*  30-         the  forces  from  London,  under  William  ot  Ipres  2 
fer,-  as  he  was  a  perfon  of  fuch  note  in  the  party^ 
wiention  would  have  been  made  of  his  albfence,  if 
he  had  not  been  there*     Nor  can  one  foppofc  he 
would  afterwards  have  been  trufted  by  Stephen  in 
fo  high  a  degree,  if  he  had  not  ferved  him  at  that  very 
critical  junfture,  when  all  his  other  friends  returned 
to  his  fervice.     It  is  remarkable,  that,  in  the  laft  of 
the  charters  granted  to  him,  in  the  year  J 141,  by 
Matilda,  her  hufband  and  fOiT  are  joined  wi:h  her 

as 
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as  Gonftrming  the  grants.  But  in  the  former  n6 
notice  is  taken  of  either  of  them ;  nor  do  I  find  the 
carl  of  Anjou  once  mentioned  in  any  other  publick 
a£t  or  monument  of  thofe  times  relating  to  England, 
His  being  named  as  a  party  in  the  abovementioncd 
charter  would  induce  one  to  think,  that  Matilda 
llad  then  a  deflgn  to  acknowledge  him  as  king  of 
England,  in  right  of  his  marriage.  But,  if  it  was 
£>,  that  intention  was  foon  laid  afide. 

1^.  151.  Nevertbekfs  b^  retained  to  himfilf  the  domi" 
nion  of  that  dutcby^  as  he  bad  beldit  in  her  abfence\ 
that  isj  without  at^  dependence  upon  ben 
Gcrvafc  fays,  Ihc  went  to  live  fui  tutela  mariti 

Sill. 

Pr  i6o.  And  though  Cefejline  £ed  foon  afterwards^  an£ 
he  found  dijjpqfitions  more  favorable  to  him  in  Lu- 
cius the  Second ;  yet  be  could  not  obtain  from  tha^ 
pontiff  a  renewal  of  bis  brother* s  commiffion. 
it  is  laid,  by  Ibme  authors,  that  the  bifhop  of 
Wiachefter  received  a  pall  from  Pope  Lucius  the 
Second,  who  propofcd  to  raife  his  fee  intaan  arch- 
brfhoprick,  with  Icven  fufFragans  under  him.     (V, 
Dice.to  Abbreviat.  Chronic,  (bb  ann.  1 143.    Matth^ 
Parif.  Annales  Winton,     Anglia  fecra^  pars  I.  p* 
^0.)     But  the  filencc  of  all  the  contemporary  hif- 
tbrtans,.  and  more  particularly  of  Gcrvafe  of  Can- 
terbury, upoti  this  matter,  makes  me  much  doubt' 
the  truth  of  it;   efjiecially  as  J.  Haguftaldenfis- 
affirms,  that  Lucius  re^ufed  to  make  the  bifhop  hii 
l^ate.     TK^  moft  ancient  hiftorian,  by  whom  it  is. 
mentioned,  is  Radulphus  dc  Diceto.     Perhaps  the 
bifhop  might  have  fuch  a  defign  in  his  thoughts,  as* 
his  ambition  was  reftlefs,  and  his  temper  very  en- 
terprifing ;  but  that  in  fo  ihorc^a  pontificate,,  as  that 
of  Liucius  the  Second,  which  did  not  lafl  a  year,  fo* 
y  I       I  great 
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Book  L     great  a  change  ihould  ^be  made  in  the  Englifh 
V^V"^    church,  and  made  while  a  civil  war ,  was  raging  in 
the  kingdom,  is  very  improbable.       ,      ,  ^ 

p.  1 60.  The  other  Englijh  bijbops  cbeyed  the  kin^^  and 
the  laws  of  their  country  j  for  which  th^  we^t  fut^ 
ly  the  authority  of  the  PopCy  unier  fprituaU  cm-- 
.   fures.        '  .••.,.      -!  f     ,'.- 

Gervafe  of  Canterbury  tells  us,  ^ that  fpiir  of^thc 
Englifh  bi (hops 'were  aVfolved  fome  time  afterwards 
by  the  .arcbbifhog,  »from  ^tbe  Sentence  tbey  had 
Vid.  Gervafe  incurred  on  this  account:  and,'as  we  learn  from  the 
.€oL  iime' author,  that  .i^U  had  been  fummoried  to  the 
council  by 'the  pope,  all,  I  pfefumc,  wercpunilhed 
for  not  going  thither  ;  but  with  iome  'difference  in^ 
the  ccnfures  and  in  the  time  they  remained  under " 
tliem,  according  as  ^thcy  had  ihewn  more  orylefs 
iiicl;nation  to  go;  unlcfs  any  of  them  could  plead 
ficknefs,  or  fome  neceflary  impediment. .  .^  ^  '    \ 

P.  1 72.  //  does  not  appear  that,  the  archbifhop  ofJCan^ 
(    icibury  obtained  at' this  time  tBe  legating  dignity. 
'  The  bcin^.made  the  Pope's  legate  was  in  reality, 
though  not  in  the  fenie  of  thofe  times,  a  diminution 
of  the  dignity  of  an  archbifhop  of  Canterbury*-,  but 
it  was  a  greater  diminution  of  it  to  be  fubjefted  to 
the  exercife  of  the'legatihe  po^yef  in  .the  hands  of  a 
jfuffragan  bilhop :  which  will  fufficientfy  account  for . 
the  defire  ot  Theobald*  to  .g^t  ic  reftored  to  bis  fee. 
Wlien   his  predeceflpr  obtained   it»   he    probably 
thought  it  an  addition  to  his  power  •,  and  10  it  was^ 
if  he  found  that  the  independency  of  his  fee  could 
be  no  longer   maintained    againft    the  pretended, 
iupremacy  of  the  bifhop  of  Rome*  ; 


-|bid/ 
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Ibid.  But  I  do  not  find  "Tbeoialdjiykd  the  Papis  kgate 
till  the  year  1151. 
The  author  of  the  Antiquitates  Ecclefi^  Britan- 
nicsB,  and  after  him  Mr.  Selden,  in  his  diflTcrtation 
on  Fleta,  and  fome  later  writers,  have  iaid,  that 
archbifhop  Theobald  was  honored  with  the  title  of 
legatus  natus.  But  I  find  no  mention  of  it  in  the 
contemporary  hiftorians.  Gervafe  of  Canterbury 
was  too  well  informed  of  the  affairs  of  that  fee, 
and  too  fond  of  all  that  he  fuppofed  did  honor  to 
it,  efpccially  under  the  government  of  archbifhop 
Theobald,  to  have  omitted  this  in  his  Chronicle, 
and  in  the  Life  of  that  prelate,  had  it  been  true. 
Mr.  Selden,  who  fays,  that  this  title  was  given  him 
by  Innocent  the  Second,  muft  be  miftaken  j  as  we 
certainly  know,  that  the  bifhop  of  Winchefter  was 
legate  in  England  till  the  death  of  that  pope.  Some 
other  writers  have  faid,  that  Theobald  gained  the 
legatine  dignity  from  Celcftine  the  Second;  but 
this,  I  believe,  is  likewife  an  error.  For,  had  that 
commiflion  been  held  by  him  when  Celeftine  died, 
Lucius  would  hardly  have  fent  into  this  kingdom  a| 
cardinal  legate,  as  we  find  that  he  did ;  or,  at  leaft, 
on  the  recal  of  that  legate,  Theobald  would  have 
been  ftyled,  by  Gervafe  of  Canterbury,  and  Henry 
of  Huntington,  apoftolica  fedis  legatus ;  but  they 
do  not  give  him  that  title  till  the  year  1151. 

P.  168.  But^  before  be  did  tbiSj  be  required  him  to 

.  take  an  oatby  never  to  refume^  from  bim^  or  bis  beirSy 

any  part  of  the  three  counties j  which  be  bad  chained 

pojfeffion  of  during  the  troubles  in  England. 

In  this  1  have  followed  William  of  Newbury. 

Roger  de  Hovcdcn,  in  giving  an  account  of  the  y  j^^^g^g^^ 

oath  exa<fted  by  David,  expreflcs  it  thus:  "  Faausfabano.1148. 

*'  eft  miles  ab  eodem  rcgc  David  in  civitate  Car-  lin.  50. 

•«  Icoli,  prius  dato  facramento,  quod,  C  ipfe  rex 
Vol.  II.  H  h  ."  Anglia: 
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NOTES    TO    THE    LIFE 

"  Angliae  fieret,  reddcret  ci  Novum  Gaftcllum,  ot 
^'  totam  Northumbriam,  «  premitterct  ilium,  cc 
*^  haeredes  fuos,  in  pace,  fiae  calumm%  in  perpe- 
**  tuum  poffidcre  totam  tcrram,  quae^  eft  a  fluvicr 
^'  Tweede  ad  fluvium  Tine.**    But  David  accord- 
ing to  William  of  Newbury,  was  then  in  poflcflion 
of  all  the  country  belonging  ^  Epgland,  as  far  as 
the  river  Tees.     "  Aquilonaris  vero-  regio,  quae  in 
**  poteftatem  domini  regis  Scotorum  uique  ad  flu-r 
^  yiumTefam  ceperat,  per  ejuidem  regis  induftriatn 
"  in  pace  degebat/*     Yet  notwithff^nding  this  dif- 
ference in  marking  the  bounds,  I  prefume  that  they 
both  meant  the  three  Northern  counties,  which» 
WilUam  of  Newbury  afterwards  informs  us,  were 
yielded  back  to  Henry  in  the  year  1 157.     "  Rcgl 
"  quoque  Scotorum,  qui  Aquilonares  Angliae  re- 
"  giones,fcilicetNorthumbriam,  Cumbriam,  Weft- 
"  morilandiam,  nomine  Matildis  di6lgs  Imperatri- 
"  cis,  &  ha^redis  ejus,,  olim  a  David  Scotorum 
**  rege  adquifitas,  tanquam  jus  proprium  pofiidebat, 
"  mandare  curavit,  regem  Angliae  tanta  regni  fui 
**  parte  non  debere  fraqdari-,  nee  pofle  paticnter 
"  mutilari:  juftum  efle  reddiquod  fuo  fuiflet  no- 
**  mine  adquifitum.  IHe  vero  prudenter  confidcrans- 
**  regem  Anglian  in  hac  parte  cum  potentia  virium 
f  •  merito  caute  praeftare,  quamvis  poffet  obtendere 
**  juramentum,    quod  avo  fuo  David    praeftitifle 
**  'dicebaiUTy  cum  ab  eocingulum  accipcuct  militare,. 
V  pra^nominatos  fines   repetenti  cum  integritatc 
«  reftituit,  &c." 

And  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  this  author  fpe^ks 
of  Henry's  having  taken  this  oath  fomewhat  doubt- 
fully, as  having  his  knowledge  of  it  only  from  bear- 
fay^  "  accepta  priu^  (ttt  ^cittir)  cautione  ;'*  and 
again,  in  the  palfage  cited  above,  *' juramentum 
"  quod  avo  fuo  David  prreftitifle  Jiceb'atury  But 
Roger  de  Hovedcn,  and  all  the  Scotch  writers,  are 
3  ....  pofijivc 
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Jpofitiy^  in  the  fe£t    To  the  Scotch  I  Ihould  py  no     Book  h 
great  regard,  a^  them^ft  ancient  Xxt  thefe  writers  is   '  ^ 

1)1^  of  law  times,  and  cannot  be  oppofed  to  the 
AWhoritYfif  Q»otg5fPporary  biftorians;  but,  I  think, 
\%kit  the  leftiqiony  of  Roger  de  Hovedcn  cannot 
ireafonably  be  rejefted,  efpecially  as  the  matter  is 
probable  in  jl^f.  •  For  though  David  bad  poffeffed 
^imi^lf  of  the  ftborcmentioned  counties  in  the  name 
p{  IVIatiida,  a^d  of  her  fon,  he  certainly  did  not 
^ean  to  give  up  the  p«tenfH)iis  his  own  fonhad 
to  Northun^berland,  if  not  to  CarliQe ;  and  we  find^ 
jbe  difpofed  of  all  the  three  counties  at  bis  deaths  as 
paying  an  abfolute  property  in  them,  tanquam  jus 
proprium^  (to  ufe  the  expreltlon  of  William  of  New- 
i)uj:y)  which  he  would  hardly  have  done,  without 
leaving  made  feme  agreement  with  Henry  about 
ihem.  I  therefore  believe,  that  be  took  this  op- 
|xirt;uatty  to  obtain  them  from  that  prince,  who 
.waited  his  a(fiftance;  and  to  obtain  them,  not  as 
l^i^aiory,  butt  ii^Ki^pendent  dominions, 

iP,   170.    i  pnfime  tb^t  be  was  not  to  bold  tbis 
a^quifitim  as  a  fief  utukr  Davids  fvbo  bad  no  title 
to  it^  Ht  und^  Henry  Plantagenet  as  king  of  Eng^ 
.    knd. 

J.  Hj^uftaldenfis  6ys,  he  did  homage  to  David: 
but  this  TOuft  be  a  miftake  \  for  Lancaftcr  could  not 
polTibly  be  claimed  by  that  king  as  a  fief  of  his 
crown,  having  never  belonged  to  it,  either  by  treaty 
pr  grant  from  any  king  of  England.  It  is  not  men- 
tipn^d  among  the  territories  rcftorcd  to  Henry  the 
Second ;  nor  is  there  any  notice  taken  of  its  having 
t>cen  then  retained  by  the  king  of  Scodand,  or  ceded 
to  him  by  England.  Henry,  no  doubt,  would 
have  claimed  and  recovered  it,  with  the  three  Nor- 
jhern  cquntic?,  if  it  had  been  in  the  poffeffion  of 
fibatking. 
,.  '  H  h  2  P.  198. 
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Book  I.     p.  ,98.  His  father  direSed,  iy  d  ilaufe  inhisivtO, 
ibat^  if  ever  Henry  JhouU  be  fuUf  poff^ed  6f  bh 
motber's  inberitance^  thai  iSj  of  Exgkaid  and  Nor-- 
mandy^  be  tben  ftnmld  give  up  att  bis  faiemal  dond* 
monsj  namely  the  earUoms  of  Afffou^  Touraine^  and 
Maine y  to  bis  fecond  brotber. 
This  h€t  is  queftioned  by  Mr.  Carte,  on  the  air« 
thority  of  an  ancient  hiftorian,  the  mtmk  of  Moir- 
moutier,  who  relates,  ^^  That  the  earl  of  Anjou  left 
^^  orders  at  his  death,  forbidding  Henry  his  (on  ti> 
^'  introduce  the  cuftoms  of  Ei^land  or  Normandy 
^  into  Anjou  •,'*  from  whence  Carte  infers,  that  he 
intended  to  leave  that  prince  foie  heir  to  all  tbofe 
dominions.    But  the  inference  is  not  good :  fot^  as 
he  certainly  left  him  Anjou  till  he  ihould  gain  pof- 
fcflion  of  England,  he  might  think  it  proper  to 
reftratn  him  from  any  alteration  of  the  laws  of  that 
province  while  it  was  under  his  domini6n,  and  yet 
mean  to  give  that  and  his  two  other  earldoms  to 
Geoffry,   when  the  abovementioned  contingency 
fhould  come  to  pafs.    Certainly,  neither  this  paf- 
fage,  nor  tht  filence  of  other  writers  upon*  this 
point,   can   be  enough  to  invalidafe  the  pofittve 
teftimony  of  William  of  Newbury,  a  contemporary 
hiftorian,  given  with  fo  many  particulars,  and  ftlp- 
ported    by  Brompton.      Nor  is  it  probable,  tMt 
without  fome  pretence  ot  this  kind,  Geofl^  ihdiild 
have  invaded  his  brother's  dominions.    - 

P.  199.  Suger  was  dfod :  and  be  bad  no  other  friemf^ 
'    either  fo  honeft  or  fo  wife^  as  to  Jbew^bim  all  tbt 
folly  of  what  he  was  d(fing. .  .^  * 

The  author  of  the  Life  of  Abbot  Soger  fiippofes, 
that  after  l^uis  returned  into  France,  that  n^inifbet ' 
approved  of  his  divorcing  the  queen,  on  iaccount  df 
her  condu6b  while  they  were  in  the  Eaft.     But  I 
can  difcover  no  foundation  for. this  fuppofitioik; 

:    : :  which 
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which  ill  agrees  with  the  prudence  of  Suger.  The  Book  t. 
words  of  the  letter  he  wrote  to  Louis^  which  are  *— v*-* 
brought  to  confirm  It,  prove  no  fuch  thing.  *<  De 
*^  regina,  conjuge  vefha,  audemus  vobis  laudarc 
f*>.(ii  tamen  placet)  quatenus  rancorem  animi  vellri 
**  CA^J  opcriatis,  donee  (Deo  volente)  ad  pro- 
^f  prium  revcrfus  regnum,  ec  fuper  his  et  fuper 
«f  aliis  pcovidcatis.**  Advifing  him  not  to  difcover 
the  rancour  of  his  mind  {if  be  had  any)  towards  his 
queen,  till,  being  returned  into  his  own  kingdom, 
hp  be  niigbt  take  proper  meafures  on  that  and  ether 
affairs^  was  by.no  means  advifing,  that  be  then' 
jhould  divorce  ber.  The  true  intention  of  it  fccms 
to  have  been,  to  gain  timer  ^^d  ftop  the  king  from 
purfuing,  with  a  raih  precipitation,  what  the  firlt 
heat  of  his  rcfentment  fuggefted, 

]P«  216.  Jnd  bad  the  nfoJuttM  to  puhU/h'an  ediff^ 
.  wbicb  fiknced  the  frofejfor^  and  forbad  the  books^ 

The  words  of  John  of  Salifbury,  who  was  a  con-  j.  Salift.  dc 
temporary  writer,  are  thefe :  "  Tempore  regis  Stc-  nugis  curia- 
^\-  phani  a  regno  juffie  funt  leges  Roman^^  quas  in  ^^"'"* 
<<  Britanniam  domus  venerabilis  patris  Theobaldi, 
<^  Britaoniarum  primatis,  afciverat.  Ne  quis  etiam 
^«  libi:o3  retineret  edi&o  regio  prohibitum  eft  \  et 
•^  Vacario  noftro  inhibitum  filcntium."  Mr.  ScU 
den,  in  his  diflertation  on  Fleta,  underftands  the 
civil  laws  by  leges  Roman^oi  and  that  the  fenfe  of 
them  extended  to  thefe,  is  certain ;  but  that  they 
principally  meaned  the  canon  laws,  I  think  evident 
from  the  words  of  the  fame  John  of  Salift>ury 
immediately  following :  ^^  Sed,  Deo  faciente^  eo 
*^  magis  virtus  legis  invaluit  quo  eam  amplius  nite* 
^\  batur  impietas  infirmare/'  How  could  the  opjpo- 
fing  the  imperial,  or  civil  laws,  unconnected  with 
the  canon  laws,  be  called  a  work  of  impiety  ?  Qr, 
H  b  3  why 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


NOTES    *dl  Tli*:  LtFK:> 

>vhy  is  the  aj^anct  ofGcd  br^tighi  in  to  Hie  fup|)6Hft: 
^        of  thefe  laws,  if  the  Pope  ^nd  the  Church  had  nott 
ranKRcview  ^^  concerned  in  th^m?  Indeed: MriSdden  him-r 
of  his  book    felf,  ia  three  other  tra(^a,  has  given: bis  opinbn  fot^ 
upon  Tythes.  underft^nding  this  paiTage  aa  relative  tp  the  cad^^rt* 
laws.    And  Joannos.BalaBQS  expliios  thcnh  m  thef 
fan^e  icn(e.    There  i9  alfo  a  paflage  io  Qervafe  of' 
Canterbury^  which  miqr  afibrd  foihe  light  in  thij' 
matter:    Speaking  6£  the  dtfpot^i  Ixtween  the? 
archbifhop  of  CaniDerbury  and  the  t>i(ho)p  of  Wiiv^ 
chefter,  about  the  legatine  power^  he  goes  on  tbtis:|f 
AndNotc$op- «  Oriuntur  bine  inde  difcordiae  graves^  litcs,-  et  zj^-  . 
on  Fortcfcuc.  u  pellationcs  antea  inauditae.    Tunc  leges  Cs?  caq$r 
cfnmar^'^de'  "  dici  in  Jnglkm  primo  vo^att  funti  quprom  primus 
Theobaldo.    **  ^^^^  magifter  Vacariui.    Hie  in  Oxflnfardia  le^im^ 
^'  docuit,  et  apud  .Ronoam  noiagifter  Grdr/ii^^toj  £b. 
^'  Alexander^  qui  &  Rodlandus.,  in  proximo  papji 
**  futurus, ' eanones  cowpildviti*'   Bf.  thii  it  ap^cars^ 
that  the  occafion  of  bringing  ovfcr  thcfe  la^s  and 
profeffors  from  Italy,  was  the  new  and  freqaent 
difputes  that  arofe  between  biih6p|s,  and  kv  Qsr£c- 
•  quence  of  them^  appeals  made  to  the  Pope;    1'he. 
jurifprudence  of  Rome,  that  i3,  the  canons  received,; 
and  authorized  there,  b^ing  to  decide  thefe  appeids^  * 
^he  ftudy  of  them  was  thought  to.  be  nccefl&ry- 
here  j  arri  both  parties  defired  to  inakc  their  court  • 
to  the  pope,  by  the  regard  they  paid  to  them  ;  a$* 
nothing  could  more  enlarge  his  authority,  than  the 
extending  the  ufe  and  influence  of  thefe  laws.    Yet 
T)-(rrt  jflit  "^"ftbe  confeflfed,  that  V^carius,  whof,  asGer- 
Fieiam.^  *  *   vafe  of  Canterbury  tells  us,  was  the  chief  profeflfor 
Arthur  Duck  of  them  in  England,  did  alfo  teach  the  civil  law, 
de  ufu  &        He  ^as  profeffor  of  bqth,  l^gunt  do3ory  and  brought 
v^^^v^^^^^     both  pgether  ii^tp  this  kingdom.     For,  ^t  thi^ 
Chror.Norm.  ^^^^r  ^^^1  went  hand  in  hand  over  Europe.     The 
Robert  de      proh^biition  of  Stephen  included  both ;   for  there 
Monte*  ann,    might  well  be  ^  jealoufy  in  the  governments  that 
P48*  •    '    - "-' :-    ^^ 
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top  great  a  fortdnefs,  either  for  the  civil  or  canon      fiookl. 
law,  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Englifh  con-    ^— v--"^ 
fticution.    It  wis  aftervv^ards  fouAd  to  be  fo ;  and  ^R,c^h,'il 
therefore  wifely  oppofed  by  the  parliament.     The  Bedci: Hill  ec 
<inly  difficuhy'i^,  why  the  caftan  law  fhould  be  faid  clef,  i.iv.c.5. 
to  be  now  brought  into  England.     For,  in  a  National  Spelm.Conc. 
j^nod,  held  here  Anno  Domini  670,  the  Codex  ^^^' 
Canonum  vetus  ecclefias  Rortianas  was  received  by 
the  clergy.     It  alfo  appears,  by  a  ftatute  of  William.  Selden'sNotcs 
the  Fifft,  tfiat  with  the  ^dviCe.  and  confentof  his  on  Eadmcr.  & 
^reat  council,  he  had  reviewed  and  reformed  the  Analed, Angl. 
epifcopal  Uws  th^t  were  iiiule  till  his  time  in  the  ^'^j^"£  ^' 
fealm  of  England.    Some  eft'abifhfnent  therefore 
the  canon  law  had  undoubtedly  gained  in  this  coun- 
try before  the  reign  of  ICing  Stephen,;  even  by  the 
/andron  of  the  whole  legiflature.     Bdt  thefe  rhore 
Ancient  canO*n5  Were  not  fo  prejifc(ici4l  to  the  rights 
of  the  ftate,  as  thefe  how  introduced  by  Vacarius. 
The  great  compilation  made  bylvodeChatres,  in  the 
time  of  Henry  the  Firft,  was  ftfongly  calculated  to 
advance  the  dominion  of  Rome,  and  all  the  extra- 
vagant.pretenfions  of  the  clergy.     It  was  probably 
this  which  was  brought  over  and  taught  by  Vaca- 
rius, with  fuch  dther  papal  decrees,  or  canons  of 
Councils,  as  later  popes  had  fuperadded  to  that  body 
of  laws.  And  thefe  being  formed  on  the  principles  of 
Gregory  the  Seventh,  it  was  time  for  the  civil  power 
to  refift  their  eftablifliment.     Befides,  the  queftion  v.  ScWen's 
Was  now  not  only  upon  the  utility ^  but  the  authority  Review  of  hij 
of  thofe  laws.     For  the  court  of  Rome  pretended  ^^^^  °^ 
to  impofe  them  upon  all  Chriftian  ftates,  proprio  *>"*"• 
jurCy  and  by  a  tranfcendent  power  in  itfelf,  derived 
from  God,  to  which  the  laws  of  all  nations  were  to 
fubmit.     It  was  therefore  moft  neceflary  now  to 
affert  the  independency  of  the  ftate,  by  refufing  to 
admit  them.     Nor  do  I  conceive  that  Stephen,  by 
this  prohibition,  forbad  the  ufe  of  thofe  cations 
H  h  4  which 
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which  were  already  ingrafted  in  our  conftitution; 
He  only  expelled  the  new  books,  which  bad  lately 
been  brought  into  England  by  Vacarius. 

The  exadt  time  when  he  publifhed  this  edi6t  wc 
cannot  be  certain  of;  the  year  not  being  mentioned 
in  any  ancient  writers  who  tell  us  the  fa£t.  Some 
modern  authors  have  fuppofed,  that  it  was  done 
about  the  year  1148  ;  but  that  is  a  miftake;  for 
Vacarius  did  not  begin  to  read  ledures  in  Oxford 
till  the  year  1149.    I  have  therefore  ventured  to 

{)Iace  it  in  the  year  1152,  when  Stephen  had  no 
onger  any  meadires  to  keep,  either  with  the  pope, 
or  the  bifhops,  having  been  fo  infulted  by  both  in 
the  affair  of  his  fon*s  coronation*  And  as  Gratian 
publifhed  his  Decretum  in  the  year  1151,  that 
collcdlipn  was  probably  fent  over  to  Vacarius,  and 
read  by  him  here,  which  from  the  nature  of  it, 
might  well  add  to  the  alarm  of  the  governments 
and  determine  it  the  more  to  this  prohibition.  Where 
we  have  only  conjedjture  to  guide  us,  probabilities 
inufl  determine^ 
Matth.  Paiii,  \  It  is  obfcrvablc,  that  when  the  Decretals  of  Grc- 
p.  3sa.  gory  the  Ninth,  which  he  had  commanded  to  be 
read^  and  divulged  throughout .  the  whole  worlds  were 
brought  into  England,  in  the  nintcenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  the.  king  forbad  them 
to  be  taught  in  the  London  fchools:  "Mandatum 
*'  eft  majori  ^  vicccomitibus  London,  (fays  the 
"  clofe  roll  of  this  year)  quod  clamari  faciant,  &? 
**  firmiter  prohibere,  nc.  aliquis  fcholas  regens  de 
**  legibus  in  eadem.  civitate,  de.cisetero  ibidcni 
♦'  leges  doceat ;  &  fi  aliqqis  fuerit  hujufmodi  fcho- 
•*  las  regens,  ipfum  fine  dilatJQne  capere  faciant, 
SceDiffert.  **  Tefle  rege  apud  Bafing.  11  Pccem."  Lord 
onFleta.  *Coke  indeed  fays,  that  this  writ  was  iffued  out 
See  Hift.  of  ggainft  the  reading  upon  Magna  Charta,  and  Charta 
de  Forefta  -,  but  Sejden  and  other  learned  men  have 
demonftrated  that,  he  was  ipiftakent 
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P«  222.  Jnd  landed  very  happily^  it  is  not /aid  where j     Book  I. 

but^  probably y  at  Warebamy  on  the  fixtb  day  of 

January  y  1152* 

The  Norman  chronicle,  as  publiQied  in  Ducbefne, 
puts  this  event  under  the  year  1 151,  as  it  does  the 
death  of  the  earl  of  Anjou  under  the  year   1150. 
But  Duchefne  bimfelf  has  obferved,  that  the  copy 
from  which  he  printed  that  work  is  very  full  of 
anachronifms.     Many  indeed  of,  the  molt,  approved 
writers,  who  lived  in  thefe  times^  differ  in  theur 
dates  even  of  very  important  fads.     The  difagrce* 
ment  between  them  may,  fometimes,  be  reconciled^ 
by  obferving,  that  fome  of  them  compute  the  be* 
ginning  of  the  year  from  the  incarnation,  others 
from  the  nativity,  others  from  the  paflTion  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl.    And  thofe  who  reckon  not  by 
the  years  of  Chri(t,  but  by  the  years  of  a  king's 
reign,  (as  feveral  do)  are  not  agreed  in  that  com* 
putation  -,  for,  if  a  king  came  tp  the  crown  aboxit 
the  middle  or  end  of  a  year,  fome  reckon  the  inter- 
val between  his  coronation  and  the  following  year 
the  firfl:  of  his  reign,  beginning  the  fecond  with  the 
commencement  of  the  next  year :  Others,  on  the 
contrary,  take  no  account  of  thofe  broken  monthsfv 
but  date  the  reign  from  the  beginning  of  the  enfu- 
ijrig  year.    But  there  are  fome  inftances,  where  the 
discordance,  in  point  of  chronology,  cannot  be  ac- 
counted  for  either  way ;    but  muft  be  owing  to 
inaccuracy  and  miftake  in  the  writers,   or  in  the' 
copies  which  we  have  of  their  books.    1  have  taken 
great  pains,   throughout  this  hillory,    to  fix  the 
dates  as  exaftly  as  pofTible ;    but  do  not  think  it 
neceflafy  to  trouble  my  readers,  upon  every  occa- 
fjon,  with  giving  my  reafons  why  I  have  preferred 
one  gufhprity  tp  another. 

P.  228» 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


NOTES    TO    tHk    LIFE 

P.  228.    fBe  earl  cfjtruiiiiU  having  ajfembkd  thi 
yEnglifb  nobility^  ^d  principal  officers^  /poke  to  this 
effeS:  &c, 

Vid.  Gcrv.  -  OcTvafe  of  Canterbury,  in  his  account  of  this 
Chron.  p.  event,  makes  the  earl  ef  .Arundel  propofc  an  agrce- 
.*373-  ment  wrth  Hehfy  to  Stephen  himfelf,  without  hav- 

ing firfk  fuggefted  it  to  the  noWes,  or  being  fecure 
of  their  affcfit*  And  he  foppofcs,  that  it  irofe  from 
dfcident^'tibt  dejlgny  becaufe  the  king's^  horfe  had 
fallen  with  him  three  timesi  which  the  earl  thought 
a  had  omeni  zndi  for  that  reaftm  advifed  him  to  make 
a  peace.  One  would  alfo  imagine,  from  his  way 
of  relating  it,  that  Stephen  came  into  a  propofat 
fo  fudden,  and  fo  difadvantageous  to  hirhfelf  and 
his  family,  without  latty  rduftaqce,  and  chiefly  oa 
that  account.  Bdt  this  ri- very  improbable  in  every 
oircumftance,'  efpeCially  ai  it  appears  by  feveral 
proofs,  that 'this  prints  was  remarkably  free  from 
Hantington,  fiipcrftition.  Henry  <Jf  Huntington,  another  con- 
f.  227.  temporary  hiftorian,  gives  a  more  rational  account 

of  this  matter  in  many^  pat-ttculars.  According  to 
bim,  it  was  entirely  the  aftof  the  Englilh  nobility, 
who  forced  both  Stephen  and  Henry  into  it  againft 
their  wilK  His  words  are  thefc :  «*  Infurrexerant 
*'  autem  proceres,  immo'  proditorcs,  Angliae,  de 
•*  Concordia  inter  eos  dgentesy  nihil  tamtn  magis  quam 
*'  dffcordiam  diligentcs :  fed  helium  commitPere  nolebant^ 
**  quia  neutrum  exaltare  vdebantj  ne^  altero  fubaSo^ 
♦'  alteriis  liberi  dominetur^  fed  femper  alter  alterum 
"  metuens  regiam  in  eos  potefiatem  exercere  non  poffetm 
"  Inducias  igitur  inter  fe  rex,  duxque  confkitoerunr, 
♦•  coaSli  nolentesy  fcfr." 

There  are  very  few  paflages  in  any  of  our  old 
Englilh  writers,  which  defcrve  more  regard,  for  the 
good  fenfe  contained  in  them,  and  for  the  light 
which  they  throw  upon  a  part  of  our  hiftory  left 
very  dark  by  all  others.    Yet  it  muft  be  obferved, 

that 
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that  the  earl  of  Arundel  is  not  mentioned  by  Henry 
of  Huntington  in  this  affair :  but  as  his  narrative 
jof  it  is  Ihort,  that  omiffion  will  prove  nothing 
jagainft  what  is  faid  by  other  ^iftorians,  of  that 
nobleman's  having  been  the  firft  mover  of  it,  and 
having  greatly  contributed  to  its  fuccefs  by  the 
fpeechhe  made  on  this  fubjeft.  I  have  therefore 
agreed  fofar  with  thofe  writers ;  but  in  the  occafioti 
and  purport  of  the  fpeech,  as  well  as  in  the  efFcft 
that  it  had  on  Stephen,  I  have  preferred  the  autho- 
j-ity  of  Henry  of  Huntington,  who  fcems  to  have 
teen  better  informed,  or  to  have  judged  more  fa- 
jgacioufly  of  the  real  motives  and  Iprings  of  this: 
revolution. 

In  compofing  the  fpeech,  I  have  foUwcd  the 
jCxample  of  the  moft  admired  hiftorians,  Thucy- 
dides,  Livy,  Sallpft,  Tacitus,  Guicciardino,  Ben- 
tivoglio,  Lord  Bacon,  and  feveral  others,  both  of 
ancient  and  modern  times,  who  thought  it  proper 
to  introduce  fame  ornaments  of  this"  nature  into 
their  narratives;  though  fome  perfons  of  good  fenfe 
have  objefted  againft  them,  particularly  Pere  Da- 
niel. They  certainly  give  a  dignity  and  fpirit  to 
biftory ;  fqr  which  reafon,  I  think,  they  ought  to 
be  admitted,  when  they  are  only  brought  in  upon 
great  and  weighty  occafions^  and  when  there  is 
warrant  fufEcient  to  determine  the  matter,  and  ge- 
neral fcope  of  them ;  as  in  this  given  here.  I  have 
fometimes  abridged  thofe  that  are  delivered  down 
to  us  in  oqr  ancient  hiftorians,  if  they  appeared 
to  be  tedious  J  and  fome,  which  I  thought  imperii- 
pent,  I  have  left  out ;  but  moft  of  them  are  tran- 
flated,  withoqt  variation,  froni  the  contempor.ary 
Wrjcersy 


JS^OTES. 
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PAOE  292.  He  therefore  fummomd  a  parliament^    Book  ir.^ 
wherein  almofi  all  bis  nobles  were  prefenty  and 
having  proper hf  laid  before  them  the  wants  of  the 
crowny  the  lojfes  it  badfufferedj  the  illegality  of  the 
grants^  and  the  urgent  necejjity  of  a  fpeedy  refump^ 
tiony  obtained  their  concurrence  to  ity  and  proceeded 
to  put  it  in  immediate  executiotf. 
It  does  not  appear  that  this  fecret  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Winchcfter  had  received  the  fanftion  of 
parliament,  as  the  three  others  had  done,  during 
the  life  of  King  Stephen.    That  prince  (one  may 
prefume)  delayed  to  afk  it,  for  fear  of  offending 
the  nobles  of  his  own  faftion  -,  and  Henry  durft 
not  prefs  him  (as  he  did  in  other  inftances)  to  exe- 
cute this  part  of  the  agreement  between  them,  Idt 
he  (hould  take  advaptage  of  it  to  excite  new  com- 
motions in  England,  t>efore  he  himfelf  had  obtained 
a  peace  from  Louis.     It  was  therefore  neceflary  to 
alk  the  concurrence  of  parliament  to  this  refump- 
tipn^  after  he  came  to  the  crown :  and  he  feems  to 

"*  have 
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have  afted  wifely  in  not  propoGng  it  to  them,  til! 
the  expulfion  of  the  foreign  troops^  and  demolition! 
of  the  caftle%'  had  bem::^lly  cxccif/te^*  ^ 

^  *  *.    •.  -  .  '---  r     . 

P*  293.  The  caufe  ajfigned  for  thefe  refumptions  was 

not  a  drfe£l  in  tjt>e  title  of  tke  grantor^  &c. 

Some  hiftorians  have  indeed  given  that  reafon  fof 

them ;  but  the  faft  itfelf  proves  the  contrary,  For^ 

in  tj)|t  Q^fe,  pn^  the  |x^n^  wty^rh.  ^tef^Q  had 

made  would  have  been  refumed  by  his  fucceffor,  not 

thofe  of  Matilda.  ..Bcfides^.  v^e  are  afiiired,  that 

Stephen  himfelf  had  confented  to  thefe  refumptions 

at  the  treaty  of  Winchefter,  which  he  would  never 

have  dorie  ppckk  tha&uDdadon  of  i  the  griv^  l>eing 

Hcabrigcn.    illegal,  becaufe  made  by  him.    The  true  reafon  was 

p.  282.  1.  ii.   the  poverty  of  the  crown,  or  (to  ufe  the  words  of 

Gcrv.  Chron.  winjam  of  Newbury)  quod  regit  redditus  breves 

^'^'^^^       ^ffkift^  g««  ui^tQ  tm^oreubms  fuetmt  i:  ^Vkii  thjt 

^  iJ^ogP"  ^  Jegvjftg  in  th<5  hands  of  .the  hinons  fo 

la^ny  of  the  royal  fortreiJes,  whicb  G^vffe  calU^ 

with  great  propriety,  Reb^Umem  iMtxrUtn^HjkJfi-^ 

aenem  €aufas. 

E.  304.  He  therefore  joimd  two  U^n.  m  the  c^m* 
mjfton^  the  e»rl  of  LdceJ^  and  Bsehatd  dt  Lucy. 
It  feejms  tliat  the  earl  of  Leiccftcr  had  the  pre-* 
cedence  pf  Rkbard  de  Lucy,  though  both  arc  flyled 
equally  Jufiy:imi  Angliiey  in  the  records  of  thofe 
times.  Dugdale,  in  his  Baronage,  fuppofes  riias 
Sh^  latter  was  not  made  Judiciary  till  the  eighth 
year  of  Henry  U.  and  quotes  for  it  Roger  Hove* 
ilcp,  who  %s  no  fuch  thing,  but  only  mentioDS 
hm  as  Judiciary  in  fome  oi  the  tranfai^ons  which 
paft  in  rhjat  year.  Jndjeed  this  wotk  of  that  learned 
author  is  much  more  inaccurate  than  moft.  of  hia 
other  wrLting3».  and  ought  to:be  re«d  with  cautiop. 

P.  3II* 
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P.  31 1,  yfyidjuft  brfare  tb(  4cath  irf  Stephen  the  arch- 
deaconry of  Canterbury  %»as  Uhewife  given  to  him 
by  the  fame  prelate. 

Fitzil^pben  fays,  that  the  archdeaconry  of  Canter-' 
bury  was  the  6rft  dignity  in  the  church  of  England, 
next  to  the  biihops  and  abbots,  and  was  worth  to 
Becket  a  hundred  pounds  per  ann.  equivalent  to  a 
benefice  of  fifteen  hundred  at  prefent.  Poji  epifca- 
pos  et  abbaiesj  in  ecclejia  Angl^rum  hie  frimas  et  dig^ 
nior  efi  perfonatusy  et  ei  val^at  centum  libras  argenti. 

P.  3 14.  the  Chancellor  ofEngkndy  at  this  time^  had 

no  difiinSl  court  of  judicature  in  which  he  preftded ; 

but  he  ailed  together  with  the  Jvfiiciary  and  other 

great  c^ers^  in  matters  of  the  revenue^  at  the  Ex^ 

chequer  J  andfometimes  in  the  countieSf  upon  circuits. 

Bfitton,  who  flouriftied  in  the  reign  of  Edward 

the  Firft,   writing  of  all  other  courts,  from  the 

higheft  tribunal  to  the  court-baron,  makes  no  men- 

tion  of  the  chancery  (fee  Dugdale's  Origin.  Juridi-, 

ciales.)    And  Mr.  Madox  fays,  that^  till  the  reign 

of  King  John,  the  chancery  was  ufually  holden  at 

the  Exchequer,  the  great  feal  being  commonly  kept 

and  many  or  mod  of  the  chancery  writs  difpatched 

and  fealed  there.    But  the  fame  author  has  fhewn» 

that,  in  the  reign  qf  Henry  the  Second,  pleas  were 

held  in  the  county  of  Kent,   before  the  king^s 

Chancellor,  and  the  earl  of  Lcicefter,  chief-juftice^ 

and  alfo  before  the  Chancellor,  and  Henry  dc  Eflex^ 

high-conftable,  (fee  Madox^a  Hiftory  of  the  Ex* 

chequer,  c.  ii.  p,  42,  43*) 

We  have  a  defcripcion  of  the  office  of  Chancel- 
lor in  the  following  words  of  a  contemporary  wri- 
ter  of  Becket's  life :  *'  Cancellarii  dignitas  efl,  uc 
^'  fecundus  a  rege  in  regno  habeatur :  ut  altera  part^ 
^^  figiUi  regii,  quod  et  ad  ejus  pertinec  cuftodiam, 
f'  propria,  fignet  mandata:  ut  capella  rejgia  in  illius 

"  fit 
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Book  IT.     <(  (icdiipofitione  ct  cura:  ut  vacantes  arcbiepifcd* 

^"•^^   "  patus,  cpifcopatus,  abbatias  et  baronias  cadentcs 

•'  in  manum  regis  jpfc  fufcipiat  ct  confcrvct:  uc 

,  ^'  omnibus  regiis  adQc  confinis ;  eciafn  non  vocatus 

"  acccdat :    ut  omnia  (igilliferi  clerici  rcgii    fua 

•*  manu  fignentur:'*  (fee  Dugdale*s  Origin,  juri- 

dicial.  &  Scldcn.  upon  the  office  of  Chancellor.) 

But  the  dignity  of  this^  office  is  exaggerated  by  this 

author,  probably  from  a  defire  of  doing  honor  to 

Bccket.     For  the  Dialogus  de  Scaccario  cxprefly 

fays,  that  the  Great  Tufticiary  had  the  precedence 

in  the  court  of  Exchequer  before  the  Chanctllor^ 

and  it  appears  from  many  other  proofs  that  his 

power  and  dignity  were  greater  at  this  time.     Nor 

is  it  true,  that  the  cuftody  of  vacant  prelacies  or  of 

baronies  efcheated  to  the  crown  belonged  officially 

to  the  Chancellor.     For  it  appears  evidently  by  the 

rolls,   that  the  king  committed  it  to  whom   he 

pleafed,  Tfee  Hift.  of  the  Exchequer,  c,  lo.)  Some 

of  thefe  had  been  granted  to  Becker,  but  not  in 

right  of  his  office.    Upon  the  whole,  this  paflage 

deferves  little  regard. 

See?  Duck  dc       There  are  fome  verfcs  of  John  of  Sali(bury,  in 

Authoriutc    hls  preface  to  his  Polycraticon,  which  have  made 

Jar.  Civ.       fonre  perfons  think,  that,  as  early  as  in  the  reign 

c.vm.p.305.^j:  j^j^g  j^^„^  ^^^  Second,  the  Chancellor  had  a 

power  to  temper  and  moderate  the  common  law  by 
equity.     The  verfes  are  thefe : 

*'  Quaerendus  regni  tibi  cancellarius  Angli, 

*'  Primus  follicita  mente  petendus  erit. 
*'  Hie  eft  qui  regni  leges  cancellat  iniquas, 

**  Et  mandata  pii  principis  aequa  facit. 

"  Si  quid  obeft  popuk),  vci  morrbus  eft  inimicum, 

"  Quicquid  id  eft,  per  cum  definit  efle  nocens/* 

But,  from  other  proofs,  it  appears,  that  this  was 

not  adefcription  of  the  chancellor's  office,  as  it  was 

in  thofc  daysj  but  a  pcrfonal  compliment  paid  to 

Bcckec, 
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Bccket,  with  fuch  exaggerations  as  poetry  may  ad-     Book  IL 
mic  of,  and  a  quibble  upon  the  words  canc^ltat  and 
^ancellarius. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  inaccuracy  of  Monfieur 
Rapin  Thoyras,  in  his  hiftory  of  this  reign,  and  of 
the  little  knowledge  he  had  of  our  ancient  confti<^ 
tution,  I  (hall  tranfcribe  a  paflTage  out  of  him,  as 
tranflated  by  Mr.  Tindal,  who  has  faithfully  ren- 
dered his  fcnfe:.  *'  After  the  king  (fays  he)  had 
•*  taken  all  the  precautions  he  thought  proper^  for 
**  the  reftoring  tranquillity  in  the  kingdom,  he 
*'  chofe  a  council  out  of  the  moft  eminent  perfons, 
•'  as  well  among  the  clergy  as  the  nobility.  Theo- 
♦'  bald,  archbi(hop,  Thomas  Becket,  archdeacon 
*'  of  Canterbury,  who  was  juft  made  chancellor ; 
**  Robert,  earl  of  Leicefter,  great  judiciary  of  the 
*^  realm,  held  the  firft  rank  in  it.  At  the  head  of 
<'  the  cabinet-council  wa!s  Matilda  his  mother,  whom 
<*  long  experience,  and  her  own  misfortunes,  had 
♦*  rendered  wife  at  her  own  coft.  Tbefe  two  councils 
*«  being  eftablijhed^  £5f(f.'V  There  was  not,  in  thofe 
days,  or  for  many  centuries  after,  any  fuch  thing 
in  this  country  as  a  cabinet-council ^  and  after  Henry 
the  Second  came  to  the  crown  Matilda  was  never 
in  England.  But  Rapin  makes  perpetual  miftakes  of 
this  nature;  and,  except  in  what  relates  to  ecclefi- 
a(li<;al  matters,  about  whi^h  he  feems  to  h^ve  taken 
more  pains,  is  a  moft  carelcfs  and  fuperficial  writer 
of  the  hiftory  of  this  country,  till  he  comes  down 
to  the  times  of  Henry  the  Seventh.  His  fenfible 
and  learned  tranflator,  Mr.  Tindal,  has  correded 
many  of  his  errors ;  fa|it  was  forced  to  leave  many 
more,  which  any  reader  will  fee,  who  will  compare 
Rapines  work  with  our  ancient  hiftorians,.or  with 
the  cleareft  accounts  of  our  ancient  conftitution* 


Vol.,  II.  I  i  P.  328, 
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P.  32 8.  He Ukewife  if^fified^  and  neimibaut  an  ancia^ 
claim^  that  Makohi  Jbould  acknowleJgi  bimfelf  bit 
vajfalfor  Lothian. 

Some  of  the  modern  Scotch  hiftorians  having 
denied  the  fad  here  aHerted,  I  think  it  proper  tQ 
give  my  authorities,  with  fome  ihort  obfervations. 
The  words  of  Diceto  (Imag.  Hiftor.)  under  th^ 
year  1 157,  are  tht(^:  "  Mclchpmus  re<  Scotoruni 
reddidit  ei  (Henrico,  fcilicet)  civitatem  Carleul^ 
*'  caftrum.Baenburg,  Nqvum  caftrum  fuper  Tinam, 
**  et  commitaicm  Lodanea/em,^*  The  Norman  chrp* 
^^  ntcle  of  Robertas  de  Monte  has  alfo  tbefe  words: 
^'  Hoc  anno  Malcolmus  rey  Scptorum  reddidit 
^  Henrico  regi  quiccjuid  habebat  de  dominie  fuo^ 
^^  id  eft,  civitatem  Carlcuith,  caftrum  Baemburch^ 
^^  Novum  caftrum  fuper  Tim^m,  tf  camikittim  Ia^ 
<<  donenfem.^  As  thefe  arc  both  contemporary  tcC* 
timonies,  they  are  of  great  weighty  and  j  nuy  2|d4 
IQ  them  the  anqals  of  Waverley  and  Matthew  Paris« 
Yet>  I  prefume,  they  are  all  inaccurate  in  giving 
the  reader  to  underftand,  that  the  county  of  Loh 
thian  was  reftored  to  King  Henry  in  the  lanic  noan^ 
l^er  as  the  other  places  there  mentioned.  For  onljr 
Xhtfovereignij  of  it  was  yielded  to  him  \  the  country 
being  ftill  pofTeiTed  by  Malcolm,  but  held  in  fief  ^ 
the  Eiiglip^  crown,  as  it  had  been  by  Kcnfth  th^ 
Third  and  other  kin^  of  ScQcland^  And  for  thi^ 
reafon  \i  was,  that*  in  paying  his  hqmage,  he  did 
it  with  a  faving  t9  bis  rgyal  dignity  ^  that  it  migkc 
appear,  it  was  only  for  this  part  of  Scotland,  not 
for  the  whqlq  kingJom.  Had  h^  done  bomagt 
pnly  {qt  the  earldom  of  Hu^tington^  there  would 
jhu^ve  been  ao  need  of  this  uving ;  fince  his  beingj 
a  vailii^  for  a  county  of  England  could  ^ct  juftly 
be  fuppaf^d'  to  impea(:ti  bis  royal  dignity,  aa  king 
of  Scotland.  And  this  alfo  accounts  for  the  lilencc 
pf  William  of  Newbury,  who  mentions  only  the 
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ichrce  Northern  coiincrics,  a&  now  rcftorcd  w  Henry 4    Book  il. 
becftuie  Lothian  was  not  upon  the  fame  foot  with   ^--r''^ 
them,  but  ftill  remained  in  the  poffeffion  of  the 
Scotch,  though  under  condition  of  homage  und 
leaky  to  England    That,  ki  ibme  way  or  o^her, 
it  was  fubjed  to  Henry «  a  proof  may  be  Ar^vvn 
fcom  the  words  of  Henry  himfclf^  in  the  letters 
f^atent  he  gave  to  Dernfiot  king  of  Leinfter,  the 
|>rea(flble  of  which  is  as  follows :  ***  Ffenricus,  rat  V.  GiraM. 
*^*  Anglic,  dux  Normanoiae  et  Aquitanise,  ct  comrt  ^ambre©. 
*^*  Andegariag,  univtmjideBus  fuis,  AngHs,  Nor- J;'^™^^^^ 
**  mannis,  Gwalenfibu^,  et  S^oSis,  cunftifque  na- nb.  l  cap-  u 
^»  tionifoua  fuse  ditioni  fubditis^^  falutem/*     The 
s«firec  Noithern  counties  having  before  been  itco- 
vcred,  the  only  Seotch  fub^efts,  or  liegemen^  Heniy 
could  have  at  this  time,  were  the  Sc^ch  inhabiting 
Lothian,  unlefs  we  fbould  fuppole  that  fome  of  th^ 
cfiation  had  fiefs  jn  England,  of  which  i  find  fid 
•evidence  in  records  or  hiftory,    k  does  not  weli 
appear,  why  Diceto,  the  annak  of  Waverley,  andi 
che  Norman  cl^^onicle,  tn  the  paflages  cited  ^bove^ 
fnenttoii  only  Carlifle,  theeiftle  i>{  Bambivg,  and 
Newcftftle  upon  Time,  Ms  yielded  jiow  to  Henry  by 
the  king  af  Scoclaiid ;  wheietas  it  is  certain,  frbm 
Che  temnK»y  «f  WitUam  of  J^ewbury',  aiid  oftie* 
igood  evidence,  that  all  f be  three  Northern  cooties 
vreie  delivered  t^  te^  hin».    Tbdii  were  indeed  the 
chief  pla^$^  of  CuAberli^  4nd  Norrbu^ib^aiiid^ 
iMttbe  ctoufftiea  fiidiild  have  beem  mentiom<J^  a&V.NeQbrigt 
fhey  are  verydiftindly  1^  V^Ukm  ^rf  Newbury,  a^-  "•  ^-  4- 
contettiporary  hUtoris^. 

:    Wi^h  regard  to  the  dum  wliidh  the  Mtigs  of 
England  had  of  homage  for  Lothian,  thtfe  ^t  the 
words  of  the  Wallingford  chronicle,  written  by  an  V.  Chronic, 
Abbof,  who  liwdl  under  Henry  the  Second :  •*  Si>g-I.o||^"-  Wal- 
**  ^effit  rej^Kinetfc  regi  Eadgaro  Louthion  ad  fi*um^*"^^'^' 
^  JUS  debese  pertidere,  et  bt^editar^  h  regibus 
1  i  2  ^  Scotoruxn 
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Book  n,^  «  Scotorqtn  pofTideri.  Rex  nolens  aliquid  abrupto 
^'  facerc,  nc  poft  fadlum  pooniceret,  regis  Kineth 
^'  caufam  curiae  fuae  intimavic.  Froceres  vero,  qui 
^'  a  progenicoribus  erant  eruditi,  nifi  Tub  ooinine 
*^  homagii  regi  Angliae  a  rege  Scotorum  unpenfi, 
^^  e£  praocipue  quia  ad  tuendujn  terram  illam  diffi- 
^^  cilis  eft  acceffus  et  parum  proficua  ejus  dominatio, 
**  aflenlk  autem  aflercioni  huic  Kineth,  et  fub  mmw, 
*^  homagii  earn  petiit^  et  accepit^  fccitque  regi  Eadgaro 
**  bomagium,  fub  caucione  multa  promittens,  quod 
^'  populo  partis  illius  antiqvias  confuetudines  non. 
•'  ncgarer,  et  fub  nomine  ?t  lingua  Anglicana  per- 
*^  manerent.  ^od  ufque  bodiefirmum  man^t.  Sic- 
*'  que  dcterminata  eft  vetus  querela  de  Loqthion, 
^«  et  adhuc  nova  faepe  intentatur/'  ^ 

Though  the  paiTage  is  evidently  mutilated  in  two. 
places,  enough  of  it  is  clear,  to  prove  a  very  an* 
cient  dependence  of  Lothian  on  the  Englifh  crown, 
"Which  is  alfo  confirmed  by  Matthew  of  Weftminfter, 
-with  this  remarkable  circumftance,  <^  Dedit  infuper 
*'  ei  rex  (Eadgarus)  manGones  in  itinere  plurimas, 
^*  ut  ipfe  et  ejus  fucceflbres  ad  fcftum  venientes,  ac 
**  denuo  revertentes,  hofpitari  valuiflent,  quae  ufque 
**  in  tempora  regis  Henrici  fecundi,  in  poteftate 
*'  regum  Scotias  remanferunt/*  Florence  of  Wor- 
cefter  alfo  fo  far  confirms  it,  that  he  reckons 
Keneth  among  the  kings  and  princes  who  fwore 
fealty  to  Edgar.  The  ftory  told  by  this  hiftorian 
pf  Keneth  and  feven  other  princes  of  the  Cumbriaa 
Britons  or  Welfli  having  rowed  the  barge  of  Ed- 
gar on  the  river  Dee,  I  much  doubt  of:  but  his 
evidence  as  to  the  vajfalage  of  Keneth  is  not  liable 
to  the  fame  obje^ons. 

p.  Ibid,  jind  the  Englijh  monarch  conferred  on  bm 
the  enrldom  of  Huntington^  againji  the  claim  of  the. 
(arl  of  Northampton^  to  whofe  father,  it  bad  teem 
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^iven  by  Stephen  on  the  death  of  Henry  prince  of    Book  II. 
Scotland.  <— ^v-^-^i-i 

No  mention  is  made,  in  afty  hiftory  or  record,  of 
the  county  of  Cambridge  being  annexed  to  this 
grant  of  earldom  of  Huntington.     Yet  it  appears  See  Camden's 
by  records,  that  David,  the  grandfather  of  Mai-  Britannia, 
colm,  received  the  third  penny  of  the  county  or^^**- 
carldom  of  Cambridge,  when  he  was  earl  of  Hun-  sHUi,^" 
tington.  jPoflibly  the  two  counties  were  then  united. 
We  alfo  find  that  the  young  King  Henry  added  it 
to  the  grant  of  Huntingtonfhire,  which  he  made 
to  David  the  brother  of  William  king  of  Scotland, 
when  he  confederated  with  that  prince  againft  his 
father,  in  the  year  1173.     After  this  we  hearno 
mpre  of  this  earldom,  till  Sir  John  of  Haynaulr^ 
brother  of  William  earl  of  Holland  and  Haynault, 
was  made  earl  of  Cambridge  by  King  Edward  the 
Third. 

P.  331.  hut^  from  fome  remains  of  it^  which  are  ftill 
to  be  feen^  and  for  fever al  other  reafonsy  Ifhould 
judge  that  it  (viz.  Offa's  Ditch)  was  rather  in- 
tended for  a  boundary y  to  feparate  the  territories  of 
the  EngUfh  from  thofe  of  the  Welfh^  than  to  protect 
the  former^  as  a  fortification. 
A  law  of  Harold  Harefoot  is  mentioned  by  Mn 
.  Selden,  which  cnad^,  that  if  any  Welfhman,  com- 
ing into  England  without  leave,  was  taken  on  this 
fide  of  OfFa's  Ditch,  his  right-hand  (hould  be  cue 
off  by  the  king's  officer.    This  ftatute'  (hew(S,  that^ 
fb  late  as  in  the  reign  of  that  Daniih  monarch,  this 
ditch  wasconfidered  as  a  difcriminatinglimit  between 
the  two  nations  ^  but  afterwards,  when  all  the  bor- 
ders of  Wales  beyond  that  ditch  were  filled  with 
Englifh  colonies,   and  the  Wellh  themfelves  had 
iubmitted  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  Engliih  under 
I  i  3  feudal 
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feudal  bonds  of  j^llep^knce,.  k«  was  necefibily  abiib^ 
gated  and  fell  into  difufe. 

P.  333*   *#/  *&^  /av  yemgfr  wertf  fui^rdimtt  fe  fb& 

ildfft^  who  bad  Nortb-IVaks^  and  Md  bis  reyal: 

fiat  al  Aberffraw  in  the  ijle  of  Angkfea^  wbieb  was^ 

^  the  M$na  of  tb$  Britom. 

"V^ld.  PiWat.       The  veiy  imeHigent  and  fenfibte  author  of  the 

^''L^^w^  g"««*^«*a^«^^o^tt>«'«^olfe*^«>n  of  the  Wellh- 
*^'  Laws  is  of  ofriiwoB,.  tba€  the  fowfeigmy  of  tha 
kings  of  North- Wales  Gvtr  tliofc  of  Soudi-Walet 
and  Powis-Iand  did  not  ax^  in  thefe  thnes,  bufc 
was  a  claim  fee  up  aftcpmards^  ebeut  the  days  of 
our  Henry  the  Second.  Though  I  perfeAly  a^reo^ 
with  him  in  moil  other  point^^  I  do  not  think  his 
arguments  here  are  Ai^ieat  to^oimtum  the  autho- 
rity of  fo^  many  writers  as  am  iiaanimoHs  in  tb« 
other  opinion,,  which:  I  the  rather  incline  to,  became 
it  feems  that  the  Wslfli  would  hardly  have  con*^ 
tinued  without  a  heiid^  or  under  princes  indcpen»> 
dent  the  one  0t  the  other,,  mken  they  had  a^conflant 
war  to  maintaki  with  the  $iucons.  It  is  tberefoie 
v^y  probable,  that  they  gav^  a  pre-eminence  to< 
tkt  king  of  North*  Wafes,  wbo&  co<Mitry  was  the 
flrongett;  and  that  tha  two  others  were  fubordtnate 
to,  and  depandenc  on  himi  as,  tn  each  royal  fa- 
mily of  the  three  kingdomsi  the  younger  fona  were* 
on  the  eldeft 

P.  Ibid*^  and  modi  a  rsformaUon  of  ibiin  foMc^^ 

civily  and  munisifal  laws^  niohU^b  wort  di^Jhd  iy 

him  into  tbra  books, 

Vid.  Phefa*       '^  the  four  prefaces  to  thefe  kws,  as  pubUflied 

tiomsivr.  ad  in  England,  I  find  a  ^reat  difl^rtnce  with  re^rd 

Leg  Wdl.     to  the  manner  in  which  Howel  Dha  made  this 

refo'mationj    The  firft  feys,  be  conyened  out  of 

every 
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•every  commote  (whi^  wasr  a  Icfler  divifion  of  can- 
ireis^  or  hundreds)  fix  men,  among  whom  wer^ 
peribns  of  dignity  in  the  church,  bifhops,  archbi- 
fliops,  abbots,  and  doftors ;  that  out  or  the  whol^ 
number  of  thcfe,  when  affembled  together,  twelve 
of  the  wifeft  laymen  wcre-chofen,  and  one  clergy- 
man  of  the  greatcft  reputation  among  them  for 
knowledge  in  the  laws,  to  whom  the  king  gav^e 
authority  to  abolifh  fuch  laws  as  they  fhould  judge 
to  be  bad,  and  fubftrtute  others  in  their  place  i 
which  work,  being  fini/hed,  received  a  fanftion 
from  dl  the  aflembly,  Blegored  (who  at  that 
time  was  archdeacon  of  Landaff)  is  afterwards 
mentioned  in  that  preface,  as  having  had  a  princi- 
pal hand  in  this  reformation. 

The  fecond  preface  fays,  that,  out  of  the  wifefl: 
met*  in  his  temtories  (inffinci^tufuo)  Howe!  af- 
fembled fix  from  every  cantred  (not  commote)  in  all 
Wales,  of  which  four  were  laymen,  and  two  were 
ccclefiaftieks ;  that  tbefe  examined  the  laws  then  ia 
life,  alleviated  what  feemed  too  fevcre,  and  aggra- 
vated what  was  too  light;  left  fome  unaltered; 
amended,  or  abrogated  others ;  and  enafted  fome 
new  ones.  With  tMs  account  the  fourth  preface 
perfeftly  agrees. 

But  the  third  agrees  with  the  firCt,  that  the  fix 
men  were  chofen  from  every  commote  in  Wales ;  an4 
that  they  delegated  their  authority  to  twelve  lay- 
men, and  one  clergyman,  namely,  Blegored,  of 
whom  no  mention  is  made  in  the  other  two. 

It  is  plain,  from  thefe  differences,  that  none  of 
the  four  prefaces  were  affixed  to  the  laws  by  Howel 
Dha,  hut  were  added  in  later  times.     The  firft  of  Vid.  Prafat. 
them  IS  fuppofed  to  be  the  moft  ancient.     Some  ^"[\^^*Ji^ 
authors  report;  that  Howel  went  in  perfon  to  Rome,  ^^  ^"^S-  wai. 
and  obtained  the  pope's  confirmation  of  the  laws 
he  hdA  compiled.     But  none  of  the  prefaces  men-  }^-^      * 
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Book  II,  tion  this  cifcumftance ;  and  (as  an  author  who  uti*  * 
'Un-v-iiJ'  dcrftands  the  Wdfl?  language  affirms)  it  is  not  to 
be  found  in  the  original  hiftory  of  Caradoc  of  Lan- 
carvon,  though  it  is  in  the  tranflation  of  Humphrey 
Llwyd,  publiQied  by  Dn  Powel:  that  trandator 
having  added,  not  very  judicioufly,  fome  things  oif 
his  own  to  the  text  of  his  author.  The  fad  in 
queftion  is  evidently  falfe  :  for  it  is  impoffible  that 
the  pope  could  have  given  his  fandtion.  to  fome  of 
thefe  laws ;  particularly  thofe  concerning  divorces, 
in  which  a  much  greater  liberty  is  allowed  than  the 
fee  of  Rome  has  ever  admitted ;  a  (linking  breath 
in  the  huiband  being  accounted  there  a  good  reafon 
for  a  divorce,  befides  other  caufes,  which  it  witl 
not  be  necef]^ry  or  decent  to  enumerate  here. ' 

P.  346.  twelve  knightSy  of  confiderabk  note  and  di^ 
JlinSliony  were  retained  in  bisfirvice^  &c. 
Their  names  were  William  dc  Londres,  Richard 
de  Greenfield,  or  Granville,  Paipc  de  Tuberville, 
Robert  de  St.  Quintin,  Richard  de  Syward,  Gilbert 
de  Humfreville/lloger  de  BerkroUes,  Regmald  dc 
Sully,  Peter  le  Score,  John  le  Fleming,  Oliver  de 
St.  John,  William  le  Efterling,  called  for  fhortnefi 
Stradling. 

P.  382.  He  therefore  refolved  to  attempt  it 9  and  bav^ 

ing  drawn  out  of  the  whole  militia  of  England  a 

vefy  great  army^  he  led  it  through  Chejhire  into 

Flintft)irey  &c. 

Vid.  Chron.       According  to  the  Norman  chronicle  of  Robertus 

Norm.  Alb     de  Monte,  there  was  fomething  very  particular  ia 

ann.  1156.     ^hg  manner  of  raifing  this  army.     His  words  are 

thefe :  "  Rex  Hcnricus  praeparavit  maximam  expe- 

*'  ditionem,"//^  ut  duo  miUtes  detota  AngUa  tertium 

**  pararent^   ad  opprimendum   Gualenfes.'*      Mr. 

:      -  Madox  has  fliewn,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Exchequer, 

2  that 


digitized  by  Google 


OF     KIN  G;    HENRY    .11. 

tbat  a  fcutage  was  raifed  for  this  war  on  the  clergy 
that  held  of  the  crown  by  knight-fcrvice.  We  muft 
therefore  underftand  the  words  above-cited^  as  only 
extending  to  lay-fees.  But  i  rather  doubt  the  truth 
of  it,  as  it  is  not  confirmed  by  our  records,  or  by 
any  Englilh  writer  who  lived  in  thole  times.  1  find 
indeed  the  fame  words  in  the  annals  of  Waverley  }  * 
but  as  it  is  probable  this  part  of  thofe  annals;  was 
not  compiled  till  long  afterwards  (for  the  words  of 
the  Norman  chronicle  are  bften  tranicribed  in  them) 
I  think  it  does  not  add  much  to  the  credit  of  the 
original  author. 

P*  383.  But  ibis,  appearance  was  only  an  artifice  ia 
draw  the  Englifh  into  a  narrow  and  difficult  pafs^ 
between  two  ranges  of  bills^  &c. 

Camden,  in  his  Briunnia«  fays,  that  this  pafs  isSeeCamdea*^ 
near  the  river  Alen  -,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  Britannia, 
formed  by  fomc  hills,  which,  in  the  map  he  has^^J^J* 
given  of  Flintlhire,  are  placed  to  the  north  of  that  ^ 
river  between  Kilken  and  Flint.  Dr.  Powel,  in  his 
Notes  to  the  Welfh  chronicle,  mentions  this  adion^ 
as  it  is  defcribed  by  William  of  Newbury ;  and 
fays,  that  the  ftreights,  which  the  Englifh  army 
were  then  attempting  to  pafs,  were  at  Counfylti^ 
near  Flint.  Probably  they  mean  the  fame  place. 
There  was  another  road  on  the  fands  along  tha  fea- 
ihore,  which  Henry,  it  may  be  prefumed,  avoided 
atfirft,,from  an  apprehcnfion  of  feme  danger  in 
pafiing  thofe  fands,  though  he  afterwards  took  it» 
as  fafer  than  the  former  from  the  ambufcades  of  the 
WeKh.  Giraldus  Cambrenfis,  in  his  account  of 
this  country^  has  mentioned  both.  His  words  arc 
thele:  ''In  cellula  de  Bafinwerke  perno£tavimus. 
**  In  craftino  vero  longum  vivumque  per  loca  fabu- 
**  lum,  non  abfque  formidine,  permeantes,  fylve- 
^J  itria  de  Coleihull,  id  eft,  Carbonis  colle,  a  dextra 

!*  rcli- 
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^  reliquimos^  ubi  Anglorum  rex^  Henrictis  lectM^ 
*^  dui,  noftrU  diebu8»  cam  primo  Walliam  hoftiKtef 
^  intravit,  juvMili  impetu  €t  inconfuko  calore 
^  trdtum  illud  fylveftre  penetrare  prasfumens,  cutn 
5*  dccrimento  fuorum  ec  damno  non  modict),  am- 
«(  biguam  bellorum  almm  expercua  eft."  The 
place  which  Camden  and  Gir aidus  call  Col^ull, 
OT)  in  modem  EngUfli,  Coh/hill^  is  called  in  the 
Welih  chronick  Caed  Euh.  But  it  is  oUenrable^ 
that^  by  the  account  which  is  gi^en  in  that  chro- 
nide  of  this  engagement,  it  feems  that  the  king 
was  not  prefent  in  it  bimfelf,  but  only  a  detach* 
ment  from  his  camp  near  Chefter.  Neverthelels^ 
die  clear  t€ftimony  cf  Giraldos  Canrbrenfis,  Wttliam 
of  Newbury,  and  Genrafe  of  Canterbury,  contem- 
porary writers;  and  the  duel  and  eondenmatton  of 
Henry  de  EflM,  in  confequence  of  »t,  leare  us  no 
room  to  doubt  thut  he  was  there  in  perfon.  Per^ 
haps  the  error  is  not  in  the  chromcte,  but  in  Hum* 
phrey  Llwyd's  tranflacion.  Which  not  underftandtng 
the  original  language,  I  am  forced  to  make  uie-  or^ 
m  pukttlhed  by  Dr.  Powel,  and  fince^  with  fbme 
alterationi,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wynne. 

P.  393.  Md  this  fuffickntfy  aasuntsfir  none  ef  tbofe 

cmm  having  et^  teen  found. 

Mr.  FoHtes,  in  his  oook  on  Enghfti  coins,  men*  ^ 

fioBs  ibnoe  fome  pennies  coined  at  York  with  the 

name  Euftacius.     But  ts  Euftace  was  the  kin^s 

ekleft  Ton,  and  as  his  father  defired  to  ha¥e  htm 

cpowned  in  his  own  life-time,  I  do  not  reckon  thefe 

among  the  coins  abovementioned ;  though  thefe 

aUb  would  undoubtedly  have  been  meked  down 

•and  deftroyed  by  King  Henry  the  Second,'  if  they 

had  not  been  loft,  or  fecreted.     Mr.  Folkes  alfo 

tweotions  another  coin  he  had  (een  in  the  Earl  of 

Pembroke^a  ooUeAionj  that  has  the  name  of  King 

J  Stephen 
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Sfeephtn  only  on  tiie  revetfc,  and  on  the  fort&fe  t^    TMk  If«^ 
l^fofilc  head  with  a  crofier  and  4-  h  »»  . . .  vs  bp.  c.  ^"^^  ^  ^ 
which  he  fuppofts  to  be  the  head  of  Henry  bi<ka^ 
^  Winchefter^  brother  to  the  king  (fee  Folkeili^ 
Table  of  Englilk  Qoin^y  d.  5.)    But  ptlsbably  this 
tras  coined  at  one  of  the  koyal  MUitt. 

P.i4O0>  S^mi  (u$9im$i  that  0^  ghi»  tf  0$  bmwy 
md  §9Cfen€€  9/  his  takk  am  me^fMie^  ^. 
Ficzftephen  teik  us,  that  one  day  there  was  iep« 
ircd  up  to  Becket,  during  thi$  eoibafly,  a  Angle 
difii  of  eels,  v^hich  coft  five  pounds  flerlmg  (nf^ 
turn  fokdis  fierUngarum  empimm.)  He  adds^  that  ia 
was  calked  of  all  ever  the  country  ^  and  well  ic 
might ;  for,  twenty  ifaillings  in  thofe  davs  contah)^ 
ii)g  in  them  as  mwli  filvec  as  fixty  in  thefe,.  or  Iktle 
leis^  if  we  eftlmate  fitver  at  on^  five  tinies  above 
the  preient  V9\i»t^  as  much  was  paid  for  this  fiogle 
difh  of  eels,  as  if  "we  now  bought  one  for  fevemyt 
five  pounds  fterling,  or  thereabout.  But  fuch  a. 
price  exceeds  all  betief  And  it  muft  be  ot^ferved^ 
that  this  auehof  is  very  apt  to  exaggerate  hi  his  ac« 
counts  of  thofe  times  y  but  oore  c^cialiy  in  wiiat 
he  writes  to.  the  honor  of  Becket*. 

F.  413.  7^  dots  itfmm  tkat  thrpalkjf^th&fitimii 
4ver  psg4rded  bis  damimons  ufonrihi  Brmfcb  cants- 
nmt  as  fujudiaal  ta  E^gUmd.     Tktfo-  whhb  W0it 
mmiiimt  pfm>m€$s  (and  moji  of  them  wififi)  ap^ 
pear  id  vny  coimaodious  to  sii  Et^Ufl^^  on  aotmmt  of 
'  their  trade  %   offerialfy  Normamfy  ^d  Brotagm^x 
wJkick,  ^iMf  oppofiit  tatbiir  coafisy  ftcurti  ta  ilmt^ 
nation^  tb^  favoroigfUy  ^  tbe  ui^  BritiJI^  ocooHi   " 
There  is  a  fine  |»fia^  in  the  fpeech,.  whtd^ 
lyOrd  Bacon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  King  Htntf  the  Se- 
venth, puts  inta  the  mouth  of  1  homas  Monon^i. 
archbifhop  of  Caaterbuvy  and  chancellor  of  Eng-* 

land> 
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landy  as  deliirered  to  the  parliament  called  by  tbar 
prince  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign»  on  the  war 
which  the  king  of  France  was  then  preparing  to 
make  againft  the  duke  of  Bretagne.  The  words, 
are  thcfe  :  "  If  the  French  king  ftiall  n»ke  a  pro- 
^^  vince  of  Bretagne,  and  join  it  to  the  crown  of 
•*  France,  then  it  is  worthy  the  confidcration  how 
**  this  may  import  England,  as  well  in  the  increaf* 
•*  ment  of  the  greatnefs  of  France  by  the  addition 
**  of  fuch  a  country,  which  firetcbes  its  boughs  unta 
*>  cur  feas^  as  in  depriving  this  nation,  and  leavings 
*^  it  naked  of  fo  firm  and  aflured  confederates,  as 
^  the  Britons  have  ever  been.  For  then  it  will 
^  come  to  pafs,  that  whereas,  not  long  (ince,  this 
**  realm  was  mighty  upon  the  continent^  firfi  in  terri- 
**  toryy  and  after  in  alliance^  in  refpeH  of  Burgundy 
'*  and  Bretagney  which  were  confederates  indeed^  but 
^^  dependent  confederates  ^^  now  the  one  being  already 
^^  caft,  partly  into  the  greatnefs  of  France  and 
'^  partly  into  that  of^  Auilria,  the  other  is  like 
*^  wholly  to  be  caft  into  the  greatnefs  of  France  j 
*^  and  this  ijlandfball  remain  confined  in  ejfeR  within 
^  the  falt'watersy  and  girt  about  with  the  coafi  coun- 
^  tries  of  two  mighty. monarcbs.** 

On  this  I  would  obferve,  that  a  more  dreadful 
fvil  than  Lord  Bacbn  itiakes  Chancellor  Morton 
cxprefs  his  apprehenfions  of,  in  the  foregoing  paf- 
&ge,  wQpld  have  come  upon  England,  if  the  am* 
bitious  defigns  of  France  had  not  been  checked  by 
Vao  grand  alliances  formed  in  the  laft  century.  For, 
without  the,  rebftance  they  made,  not  only  Bre- 
tagne,  but  all  the  territories  of  the  houfe  of  Bur- 
gundy, which  ftretcb  their  boughs  unto  ourfeasy  would 
have  been  added  to  her  empire  \  and  wefhould  have 
teen  girt  about  with  the  coafi-countriesof  one  mighty 
ftionar^hy  inftead  of  two.  The  prefent  ftate  of  the 
t)utch  and  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  is  not  fuch  as 

wiU 
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will  abfi^utely  remove  that  fear  from  any  thinking 
nfian :  but  there  will  be  much  more  reafon  to  dread 
it,  if  we  cither  become  indifferent  to  the  ftate  of 
the  continent,  or,  from  the  load  of  our  debt,  ihall 
be  unable  to  aflift  our  confederates  there  againft  the 
invafions  of  that  power,  which  hitherto  nothing  has 
been  able  to  reftrain^  but  the  v^ealth  and  valor  of 
this  nation  exerted  in  defence  of  the  liberty  of  Eu- 
rope^ wherein  its  own  is  comprifed, 

1^.  421.  Inftead  therefore  of  bafiening  tS  lay  ftege  to 
Tculoufe^  while  Louis  remained  in  that  city^  he  de^ 
flared  bis  refolution^  that^  out  of  refpea  to  the  per^ 
fon  of  that  king^  'be  would  not  bejiege  it. 
For  this  I  have  the  authority  of  William  of  New- 
bury,, the  Norman  chronicle,  Diceto,  Brompton, 
and  two  contemporary  writers  of  Becket's  life,  Fitz- 
ilephen  and  John  of  Salifbury,  the  latter  of  whom, 
from  his  very  intimate  connexion  with  that  pre- 
late, muft  have  perfeQly  known  all  the  circum- 
ilanccs  of  this  affair.     But  Gervafc  of  Canterbury 
and  Hoveden  fay,  that  King  Henry  bfefieged  Tou- 
loufe,  and  lay  before  it  fome  months.     Father  Da-  Pere  Dan« 
niel,  to  reconcile  as  well  as  he  could  thofc  contra-  Hiftoirc  Oe  ^^ 
didory  accounts,  has  fuppofed,  that,  after  the  town  f?°"',''/*^ 
was  invefted  by  Henry,  and  ready  to  furrender,  "  ^"'^•"S  "^ 
Louis  forced  one  of  the  enemy*s  quarters,  and 
made  his  way  into  itj  upon  which  Henry  raifed  the 
iiege.     But  for  this  manner  of  bringing  the  king 
pf  France  to  the  relief  of  the  town  he  has  not  a 
word  of  contemporary  authority.     The  account 
given  of  it  by  William  of  Newbury  is  much  the  • 
mofl:  probable,  and  confiftcnt  with  itfclf.     "  Idem. 
^*  vero  comes,  tanti  exercitiis  impctum  pertimef- 
^*  cens,  regis  Francorum,  qui  uxoris  fuae  germanus'. 
^'  et  fijiorum  avunculus  erat,  auxilium  imploravit.- 
^  Qui  Zelando.pro  nepotibus/^/>ww  adveniens  cum; 

**  aliquani;a 
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^  aliquanca  milicift  Tololafli  intravit.  Quod  cum 
^^  infxxuifiet  regi  Angloram,  p^^rfonse  regts  ibideoi 
^  confiilentis  deferens  eivitaum  ^pf^^nare  iiftulU^ 
^  et  ad  perTadeftdam  provincum  cxpi^^Mfidaique 
^  munitioiics  convcrcit  eicerciciiiA/* 

p4  425.  iiiS  in  that  mofUb  tbty  concluded  a  tr$aiy  ^ 
.  ptace^  the  term  of  which  v^i  very  advant^Mi9 

and  honorable  to  Henry ^  &c. 

This  treaty  is  not  irt  Rymcr,  nor  any  printed 
iK)ak.  But  there  is  arery  old  copy  of  it  among 
«be  Harleian  ManUfcripts  in  the  Britifh  Mufcun% 
which,  1  beUeve,  is  the  oidy  ote  extant,  k  is 
Joined  to  feme  feled  epiftks  of  Becket,  which  feem, 
by  the  band,  to  have  beeh  colie&ed  fodn  after  the 
4eatb  of  that  prelate.  This  I  |irefume  was  ackied 
«a  that  doUeftion,  becaufe  Becket,  whofe  name  if 
among  the  witnefies  to  it,  had  a  principal  ihare  in 
•nc^ociating  it  an  the  part  of  his  matter.  Not  only 
icappears^  that  no  inodem  Inftorian  has  bad  any 
knowledge  of  it ;  but  there  is  roafon  to  thinks  tbac 
£>me  of  tbofe  who  lived  in  that  age  did  not  know 
cbe  contents  of  itv  dTpccially  d  the  irft  part  con- 
cerning the  Vtxin^  which  abfolutely  joftifies  King 
Henry  the  Second  from  any  irritation  of  fratid  in 
the  method  of  acquiring  that  province.  A  tran« 
jfcffipt  of  it  may  be  iietn  in  the  Appendix* 

S^.  428.  It  is  ohforvtAle^  ftbm  sbejrfi  mention  we  ma 
vnih  in  bijiory  of  this  impofition  on  knigbfs-feiSi 
which  ieeame  afterwards  wryfrt^ent,  is  upon  tbii 
oceafian. 

The  words  of  the  NormM  chronicle  about  it  afft 
ibcfc :  "  Rex  Henricns  ttarus  in  expeditiooem  prae- 
^^  6\&Atn^etcon/lderanslongitudinemetdiJSlcultatemi;i4r^ 
^  rnkifs  vexgre  Agrarios  mfites^  nee  burj^enjes  nee  rujii- 
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^  C0s^  fumpiis  t%  f9Udi$  And^0Oin/hm  in  Normanfna    Bdok  IL 
^  defends uni^ftujufque krtM^  ei de reliyuis onmibus^  ^  '^ '  -'' 
^*  tarn  in  Nmrmannia  quam  in  JngUgj  foot  etiam  alUt 
^y  terris  fuiSy  ficundufn  b^c  faciei  vifum  fmt^  capi- 
^^  taks  b^$nes  fu^s  cum  pAumfimm  duxii^  foUdarios 
*^  vcro  milites  iunumros.^^    (V.  Chron,  Norman, 

F'9950  ' 

This  psfiage  exprdlet  with  great  clearnefs  and 
peciHon  botb  the  motive  and  manner  of  incrciduc-» 
mg  this  comiQutation  for  perfonal  fervice  in  fo- 
reign wars, 

Gervafe  of  C^terbury  alfo  mentions  this  fcatage 
in  the  foliowing  words  :^'  Hoc  anno  (1159)  ^< 
^^  fcotagium,  five  fcutagium,  de  Anglta  accepir, 
^<  cujus  fumma  fuit  centum  mittia  et  quatef  «vigintt 
'^  tniliia  iibr^ru.n  argef)ti«  De  aliia  vero  terns  fibi 
f*  fub}e£tis  inofiditam  fimiliter  cenfus  fecit  exac- 
f*  tioneoi.''  Neverthelefs  Mr.  Madox  has  (bewn» 
in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Exchequer,  that  a  levy  of 
fcutage  had  been  made  in  this  kingdom,  before  the 
war  of  Touloufe^  vi^  in  the  fecond  year  of  this 
king;  but  it  was  only  affeft  upon  the  biihpps  and  ab- 
bots who  held  ip  ff^pitf  of  t]i«  crown  i  whereas  this 
ilFas  general* 

Therr  is  a;  pafiagir  in  the  j^ncient  treatife,  caQetl 
pialogus  deScaccario,  written  in  the  reign  (rf*  Henry 
the  SecQod^  and  publifhed  by  Mr.  Madox,  from 
the  Blick  and  Red  books  of  the  Exchequer,  which 
makes  a;  particular  mention  of  fcutage:  ^^  Fit  inter-  Lib.  i.  c.  22* 
f*  dum,^^  wt  immtnente  Vci  infurgente  in  regnum  ^'-  ^■^** 
1^  Jiaftium  machination^,  dccernat  tex  de  fingulis  ^*""*' 
*^  feodis  miUtUTc^ummam  aliquam  folvi,  matcam 
K  (fciiicit)  vel  liMm  unam,  unde  qoilittbus  ftipen- 
t*  diavel  dpnati^a  fuccedant«    Mavult  entm  prm« 
^^  ceps  ftipendiarios  quam  domefticos  bellicis  op- 
f*  ponere  ca&bus*  Hsee  ttaque  fumma,  quia  nomine 
f ^  fci(torum  folvitur^  fcutagium  nuncupatur.''  From 
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Book  II,  thefe  words  one  Ihould  think,  that  fcutagc  had  been 
raifed  for  the  defence  ,of  the  kingdom  againft  iriva- 
fions.  Bur,  befidcs  that  the  Norman  chronicle,  which, 
down  to  the  year  ii6i^  was  written  by  Robert  dc/ 
Monte,  a  contemporary  author,  ihews  us  the  con- 
trary, the^  ancient  form  .of  charging .  it  was,  pro 
ixercilUy  de  iis  qui  non  abierunt  cum  rege  (fee  Hiftory 
of  the  Exchequer;  5  and,  during  this  reign,  I  never 
find  it  taken  but  for  fon^e  war  beyond  the  Engliih 
borders-  And  .Ly ttclton,  in  Jiis  TinureSj  fays,  that 
ibofe  which  bold  by  efcuage  (which  is  a  French  tran* 
ilacion  of  the  Latin  word  fcutagium)  ought  to  do 
their  fervice  otit  ,of  the  reabn^  (fee  Lyttelton's  Te- 
nures, Grand  Scrjeantie,  fe6l.  153.)  He  alfo  (ays, 
that  they  who^  bold  by  caftlewardy  pay  no  efcuagCy 
(Tenures  of  knight-fervicc,  fed.  1 1 1.)  the  reafori  of 
which  fays  lord  Coke,  was,  becaufe  cafUeward  was 
a  fervice  within  the  reabn.  Therefore  the  words 
imminente  vel  infurgente  in  regnum  hojtium  nuubina-- 
tioHCy  cited  above  from  the  Dialogus  de  Scaccario, 
inuft  be  confidered  as  loofe  and  inaccurate. 

Mr,  Madox  fuppofes,  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, that,  till  the  times  of  King  Henry  the 
Third,  whenever  any  fcutages  were  to  be  levied, 
the  barons  and  tenants  in  capite  did,  by  the  king's 
command*  fei^d  in  certificates  of  their  refpe£tive 
fees,  either  toti^s  quotieSy  or,  at  leaft,  moft  ufually. 
For  it  appears  by  a  record,  that,  in  the  eighteenth 
year  of  Henry  the  Second,  fomc  perfbns  were 
charged  with  the  fcutage  of  Ireland,  under  the  title, 
De  iis  qui  cartas  non  miferunt.  (Sec  Hiftory  of  the 
Exchequer,  p.  440.  c.  1 6.) 

In  the  pal&ge  quoted  above,  firom  the  Dialogus 
de  Scaccario,  it  is  faid,  that  a  mark,  or  a  pouad, 
was  the  fcutage  ufually  charged  upon  every  knightV 
fee.  No  computation  can  be  made  at  what  rate  each 
^oight^s-fce  was  charged  to  the  fcutage  for  the  war  of 

TouIoMfca 
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Touloufc,  becaoiej  though  ^e  know  the  whole  furtt 
produced  by  it,  we  arc  not  aflured  from  how  many 
knight^s^fees  it  was  raifed.  But)  by  the  greatnefs 
of  the  fiim^  the  rate  muft  have  been  confiderably 
more  than  a  mark,  or  a  pound.  \  fhould  fuppofe^ 
that  the  fcutages  varied  according  to  the  fervice  for  ' 

.which  the  military  tenant  commuted.  If  he  was 
required  to  follow  the  king  to  a  very  diftant  coun- 
try, the  compc^tion  to  exempt  him  from  the  obli- 
gation of  performing  that  fervice  was  higher.  But 
where  it  was  taken  for  a  war  on  the  borders  of  Eng* 
land,  a  h'ghter  might  fuffice.  The  firft  fcutage  raifcd 
by  King  Henry  the  Second  for  the  army  ferving  in  v 

WaleS)  was  at  one  pound  a  knight's-fee.     This 
was  in  the  fecond  year  of  his  reign,  when  the  pre- 
lates only,  paid  it,  as  appears,  by  a  paffage  in  the 
Red  book  of  the  Exchequer     Ifet  Alexander  deL.  Rub.  fol. 
Swcreford,  who  made  the  colleftions  in  that  book,  not.47.col.i* 
under  Henry  tlie  Third,  mentions  another  fcutage  ^^^^^^^^ 
for  Wales,  in  the  fifth  year  of  Henry  the  Second^  Efcoage^ci^l 
which  amounted  to  two  marks  for  every  knight's- p.  435. 
fee.     It  muft  have  been  charged  at  the  latter  end 
of  that  year,  when  we  find  that  fome  commotions 
arofe  in  Wales,  the  king  being  ft  ill  abroad  in  the 
♦war  of  Touloufe.     And  it  is  very  furprifirig,  that 
in  the  abovementioned  book  therf;  fhould  be  no 
notice  taken  of  the  great  fcutage  for  that  war;  but 
only  of  this  for  Wales.     I  doubt  whether  this  was 
a  fcutage.     Alexander  de  Swereford  fays  himfelf^ 
that  it  was  entered  upon  the  rolls,  not  fcutagium^ 
but  donumy   and  that  fome  paid  it,  who  did  not 
hold  by  military  tenures*     It  al]b  appears,  that  it 
was  determined  by  the  Chief-juftice  of  the  Com- 
mon-pleas in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  that 
ifcuage  Jhall  not  he  granted  but  where  the  king  goetb 
in  proper  perfon^  (Ice  Lyttelton's  Tenures,  p,  io. 
tit.  Efcuage.)     As  therefore  Henry  did  not  go 
Vol.  II.  K  k  himflf 
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himfelf  to  this  wai",   this  coOldirat  be  taken  a$ 

efcuage^  but  mull  have  been  granted  as  an  auxilium^ 

Of  d^Hum.     Mr.  Madox  obferves#  that,  in  Henry 

the  Second's  time,  aids  were  called  ^na.    (V.  Prse- 

fat  ad  Dial,  de  Scaccario.) 

L.  Ruber,  &       The  words  of  Alexander  de  Swereford  arc  very 

Madoac,  ut     cxprefs  to  prove,  that  no  icutage  had  been  ratfed  in 

"^'*'  England,  before  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second. 

Primum  omnium  fcutagim%m^  prout  rumcr  ex  rotuUs 

nd  me  devenit^  affifum  fuit  anm  regni  regis  Henrici^ 

jilii  imperairicis^  fecundo,     Nevcrthclefs  there  is  an 

article  in  the  printed  copies  of  King  John's  Magna 

Charta^  taken  from  Matthew  Paris  by  Dr.  Brady, 

and  by  Wilkins,  in  his  CoUedion  of  Anglo-Saxon 

laws;  which  if  it  were  genuine,  would  contradi& 

this  afTertion.     It  (land  thus:  ^^  Scutagium  de  C£- 

**  tero  capiatur,  ficut  capi  tempore  regis  Henrici 

"  avi  noftri  confucvit/*     Now,  as  avi  noftri  cannot 

fignify  the  father  of  John,  but  may  of  his  greah 

grandfather  \   this  would  be  a  proof,  that  fcutage 

was  taken  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  the  Firft. 

See  the  EdU    But  this  article  is  not  found  in  the  mofl:  authentic 

tion  of  it  by   copits.     And  I  n^ike  no  doubt,  that  it  got  into 

Blackftonc.     Matthew  Paris*s  copy  from  the  charter  of  Henry 

the  Third,  where  it  (lands  very  properly,  becaufe 

«Henry  the  Second  was  grandfather  to  that  king.  . 

Mr.  Madox  indeed  has  mentioned  a  writ,  which 
Jic  found  in  the  private  Archives  of  Weftminfter- 
.college,  and  by  which  Henry  the  Firft  grants  to 
the  abbots  and  monks  of  Wcftminftcr  ^n  exemp- 
tion from  fcutage,  for  an  eftate  they  held  of  the 
earl  of  Chefter ;  but,  even  admitting  the  writ  to 
be  genuine,  it  will  be  no  proof  againft  the  opinion 
t>f  Alexander  de  Swereford;  htCdM^feuti^iMm  (as 
Mn  Madox  himfelf  tells  us)  when  ufed  in  an  exten- 
five  fenfe^  did  anciently  ftgfdfy  any  payment  made  up^n 
knight's  fees.     We  alfo  know,  that  it  fignified  fery 

.  viiium 
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vifium  fcutij  or  knightVfervice.      And  therefore     Book  It. 
the  words  of  the  writ,  ^iete  de  fiutagio  et  omnibus 
fecularibns  confuetudinibas^  mdy  be  well  underftood 
to  mean  an  exemption  from  military  fervice,  and  all 
other  feculaf  cuftoms.. 

If  a  military  tenant  either  went  in  perfon  with 
the  king  to  a  war  out  of  England^  or  fcnt  another 
to  ferve  for  him,  he  paid  no  fcutage.  Thus,  in 
the  eighteenth  year  of  Henry  II.  feveral  pcrfons 
are  charged  to  efcuage,  under  this  title,  Dejiutagio 
mlitumy  qui  non  ahierunt  in  Hiberniam^  nee  milites  pro 
fe  miferunt.  See  Madox  of  Efcuage,  Hift.  of  Ex- 
cheq.  c.  xvi.  p.  438,  439.  Indeed  eicuage,  in  the 
fenfe  of  a  pecuniary  payment,  being  a  commutation 
for  a  fervice  arifing  out  of  a  tenure^  viz.  the  tenure 
by  knight's-fervice,  when  that  fervice  was  performed 
in  another  manner,  by  the  military  tenant's  fending 
d  man  to  ferve  for  him,  fuch  commutation  could  not 
take  place.  There  was  ^Ifo  a  difference  between 
tliis  compofition  by  efcuage,  dnd  the  fines  paid  to 
king  by  barons  and  knights  holding  in  chief  of  the 
crown,  for  not  ferving  abroad,  when  they  had  been 
ordered  to  do  fo  by  fummons  from  the  king.  Earl 
Williaai  de  Vernun  fined  to  King  John,  pro  licentia 
femanendij  and  that  the  king  would  receive  the  fcutages 
of  bis  knigbt^S'fees  which  he  held  in  capite.  In  the 
reign  of  King  Henry  the  Third,  fcveral  tenants  by 
knight's-fervice  paid  fines  to  the  king,  that  they 
might  not  take  the  voyage  into  GafcoignCj  befides  the 
fcutages  which  they  voluntarily  granted  to  the  king  for 
that  vcyage.  (See  Madox,  ut  fupra,  c.  xvi.  p.  459.) 
Thefe  inftances  fhew,  that  fcutages  were  not  always 
accepted  by  the  king,  in  lieu  of  the  duty  of  per- 
fonal  fervice  from  his  military  tenants.  Nor  indeed 
could  they ;  becaufe  mercenary  foldiers,  and  chiefs 
of  experience  to  command  them,  were  not  always 
to  be  had  at  the  time  they  were  wanted.  And  it 
K  k  2  feems 
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feems  to  have  been  in  the  option  6f  the  king,  whe*- 
ther  he  would  accept  them  or  not.  Mr.  Madox  has 
given  it  as  his  opinion,  "  that  perfonal  fervice  was 
*«  required  moft  chiefly^  if  notfolefyj  of  the  tenants- 
"  holding  by  knight*s -fervice  in  capitt^  ut  de  coronas 
**  For,  it  a  man  held  his  land  of  the  king  by 
**  knight's- fervice,  as  of  an  honor  then  being  in  the 
**  king's  hands,  and  not  of  the  crown,  fuch  tenant 
«  was  not  indifpenfably  obliged  to  do  perfonal  fer- 
**  vice  in  the  king^s  army^  but  was  to  pay  the  king; 
**  efcuage  when  it  was  aflcft.  At  leaft  this  was 
**  allcdged  to  be  the  ufage  ia  the  reign  of  King, 
"  Edward  the  Second,  in  the  cafe  of  Gerard  de 
"  Wachclham  and  Thomas  de  Ingleftorp:"  (fee 
Madox,  ut  fupra,  p.  454.)  I  much  doubt  whethep 
it  was  fo  in  the  times  of  King  Henry  the  Second;, 
as  I  fee  no  reafon  for  it  in  the  feudal  policy  \  the 
tenants  of  an  efc^heated  barony  being  obliged  to 
perform^  the  fame  fervice  to  the  king,  that  they 
would  have  performed  to  the  baron.  The  fame 
author  &ys,,  ^  Sometimes  the  barons  and  tenants 
**  by  knight's-fervice  were  amerced,  for  not  fcnd- 
*'  ing  their  knights  to  fervc  for  them  in*  the  king's 
*'  army ;  and  fomctimes  they  were  difleifcd  of  their 
"  land  for  not  doing  their  fervice;"  of  both  which 
he  gives  feveral  inftancesffom  the  rolls,  (fee  Madox, 
ut  lupra,  p.  461.)  "  But  when  barons  or  knights^ 
^'  holding  in  capite^  did  affcual  iervice  in  the  king's 
"  army,  for  fo  many  fees  as  they  were  anfwerable 
"  for';  or  if  they  fent  knights  in  their  ft ead^  or  if  they 
"  made  fine  for  the  fame^  they  were  wont,  to  be  ac- 
"  quitted  of  efcuage:"  (fee  Madox,  ut  fupra,  p. 
462.)  It  muft  be  obfcrved,  that,,  that  as  fomc, 
knight's-fces  were  fmaller  than  others,  the  fcutage 
upon  them  was  alfo  lefs  in  proportion. 
3  • 

P.  430. 
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P.  430.  fvbereas  we  find  it  declared^  by  the  darter  of    Book  if 
Kingjobtiy  that  fcutages  ought  to  he  affeft  iy  the    ^— v— ' 
Jenants  in  chief  of  the  crown  ajfembled  in  parlia- 
ment. 

Although  this  claufc  be  left  out  of  all  the  fubfe- 
<)uent  charters,  yet  it  appears,  by  a  writ  of  King 
Edward  the  Firft*s  reign,  cited  by  Mr.  St,  John,  oa 
the  behalf  of  Mr.  Hampden,  in  the  cafe  of  (hip- 
money,  that  fcutage  was  granted  by  parliament: 
♦*  Datum  eft  nobis  intcUigi,  quod  plures  funt  qui 
«*  tenent  per  icrvitium  militarium  de  nobis,  qui 
<*  contradicunt  folvere  fcutagia^  qua  nobis  funt  con- 
^  ceffa  per  commune  concilium  regni  noftri.^^  And 
many  proceffes,  iffued  for  the  levying  of  efcuage 
granted  in  Edward  the  Firft's  time,  were  rdeafed 
by  Edward  the  Second  ;  ^ia  diSum  fervitium  non 
fuit  commumter  faSum  -,  that  is,  fays  Mr.  St.  John, 
that  it  was  not  done  per  commune  concilium  regni. 
The  words  of  Sir  Thomas  Lyttleton,  concerning  Coke  upon 
this  matter,  require  fome  obfervation  :  "  And  after  Lyttleton, 
**  fuch  a  voyage  royal  into  Scotland,  it  is  commony  ^^^'  97* 
♦*  faid,  that,  by  authority  of  pariiamcnt,  the  efcuage 
**  fhall  be  adOTeffed,  and  put  in  certain  -,  that  is  to  fay, 
*'  a  certain  fum  of  money,  how  much  every  one 
"  which  holdcth  by  a  whole  knight's-fee,  which 
••  was  neither  by  himfelf,  nor  by  apy  other  for  hinri, 
^*  with  the  king,  Ihall  pay  to  his  lord,  of  whom  he 
^«  holds  his  land  by  efcauge.  As,  put  the  cafe,  that 
•*  it  was  ordained  by  the  authority  of  the  parlia- 
"  ment,  that  every  one  which  holdeth  by  a  wholt 
**  knight*s-fee,  who  was  not  with  the  king,  (hall 
**  pay  to  his  lord  40  s.  That  he  wBich  holdeth 
"  by  the  moiety  of  a  knight's-fee,  Ihall  pay  to  his 
•*  lord  but  20  s.  and  he  which  holdeth  by  the  fourth 
"  part  of  a  knight's-fec,  (hall  pay  but  10  s.  and 
**  he  which  hath  more,  more  5  and  which  lefs,  lefs. 
J5  And  f  jmc  hold  by  the  cuftom,  thv>  if  efcuage 
K  k  3  "be 
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B^k  11.  «<  be  aflefled  by  authority  of  parliament  at  any  funt 
^-—v'"**'  "  of  money,  they  (hall  pay  but  the  moiety  of  that 
**  fum,  and  feme  but  the  fourth  part  of  that  fum. 
Sea. 98. ibid."  But  becaufe  the  efcuage  that  they  (hould  pay  is 
*'  uncertain  5  for  that  it  is  not  certain  how  the  par- 
*'  liament  will  aflcfs  the  efcuage,  they  hold  by, 
**  knight's  fervice.  But  otherwife  it  is  of  efcuage 
**  certain,  of  which  (hall  be  fpokcn  in  the  tenure 
"  of  focage/'  The  fame  author  fays,  in  his  chap* 
ter  on  focage,  fcdt.  120.  "  Alfo  if  a  man  holdctk 
*'  of  his  lord  by  efcuage  certain,  i.  c,  in  this  man- 
•'  ner,  when  the  efcuage  runneth,  or  is  zSkffcd  by 
**  parliament,  to  a  greater  or  lelTer  fum,  that  the 
**  tenant  (hall  pay  to  his  lord  but  half  a  mark  for 
^^  efcuage,  and  no  more  nor  lefs,  to  how  great  a 
«  fum,  or  to  how  little  the  efcuage  runneth,  &€• 
'  *•  fuch  tenure  is  tenure  in  ibcage>  and  not  knight V . 
•*  (ervice." 

The  former  chapter  on  efcuage  further  declares^ 
fed.  100.  "  And  it  is  to  be  underftood,  that,  when 
*^  efcuage  is  fo  zfftBkdhy  authority  of  parliament, 
*'  every  lord  of  whom  the  land  is  holden  by  efcuage, 
*'  fhall  have  the  efcuage  fo  afleifed  by  parliament  ^ 
••  becaufe  it  is  intended  by  the  law,  that,  at  the 
*<  beginning,  fuch  tenements  were  given  by  the 
}^  lords  to  the  tenants  to  hold  by  fuch  fervices,  to 
**  defend  their  lords,  as  well  as  the  king,  and  to 
^<  put  in  quiet  their  lords  and  the  king  from  the 
**  Scotch  afore(aid»  And  becaufe  fuch  tenements 
**  came  firft  from  the  lords,  it- is  rea(bn  that  the> 
**  fhbuld  have  the  efcuage  of  their  tenants.  And 
"  the  lords,  in  fuch  cafe,  may  diftrain  for  the  ti* 
"  cuage  fo  a(fc(rcd ;  or  they,  in  fome  cafes,  may 
"  have  the  king's  writs  direfted  to  the  (hefiffs  o( 
*'  the  fame  counties,  &c.  to  levy  fuch  efcuage  for 
"  them,  as  it  appeareth  by  the  regifter." 

M 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


OF     KING     HENRY     II.  503 

Ali  that  is  faid  about  efclbge^  in  the  paffages  Book  II. 
here  recited,  relates  tothe  methods  in  which  it  was 
raifed  upon  the  fubvaffals:  and  it  is  declared,  that 
they  pay  it  by  right  of  their  tenure,  becaufe  it  is 
inten4e4  iy  the  law^  tbat^  at  the  biginningy  fucb  tene- 
ments  were  gimen  by  the  lords  to  the  tenants  to  hold  by 
Jucb  fervices^  (^f.  And  though  mention  is  only 
made  of  a  war  ag^inft  Scotland,  ds  if  they  had  been 
bound  to  fervc  no  where  elfe,  Lord  Coke  obfcrves 
very  rightly,  ^'  that  Scotland  is  only  put  tor  an  ex- 
"ample  J  for  that  if  the  tenure  be  in  Walliam, 
"  Hiberniam,  Vafconiam,  Piftavium,  &c.  it  is  all 


one." 


But  it  is  further  obfervable,  that,  from  the  words, 
after  fucb  a  voyage  royal  into  Scotland^  it  is  commonfy 
faid^  that  by  authority  of  parliament^  the  efcuagefhaU 
be  affejfed^  and  put  in  certain^  it  feems  as  if  the  afTeif-^ 
ment  by  parliament  was  pofterior  to  the  expedition  ^ 
for  which  the  efcuage  was  to  be  paid.  Whereas  it 
is  faid  by  R.  de  Monte,  that  Henry  the  Second 
took  efcuage  on  account  of  his  expedition  againfl: 
Touloufe,  before  he  went  thither :  "  Rex  Henricus 
<^  iturus  in  expeditionem  pr^eSiHam^  et  confiderans 
^'  longitu^nem  et  difficultatem  vist^  nolens  vexare 
"  agrarios  milites,  nee  burgenfes,  nee  ruK\co%yfump* 
•^  tis  Lxfolidis  Andegavenjium  in  Normannia  de  feudo 
**  uniufcujufque  lorica^  et  de  reliquis  omnibus^  (s?r. 
**  fecundum  hoc  quod  ei  vifum  fuit^  capitales  barones 
.**  fuos  cum  paucis  fecum  duxit^  fglidarios  vero  milites 
*'  innumeros:'*  (V.  Chron,  Norm.  p.  995.)  Pro- 
bably it  was  found  more  convenient  to  rnake  the 
.affeffments  after  the  fervice,  than  before,  as  it  could 
not  be  previoufly  known  from  what  number  of  the 
tenants  by  knight-fervice  it  was  to  be  taken,  becaufe 
the  payment  of  it  might  be  avoided  by  thofe,  who 
either  went  in  perfon  themfelves,  or  fcnt  men  to 
ferve  for  them.  But  the  declaration,  that  the  king 
K  k  4  would 
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would  accept  it  iiffieu  of  perfbna)  fervice,  muft- 
have  been  prior  to  the  time  of  performing  the  fer- 
vice:  for,  otherwife  the  perfons  concerned  would 
not  have  known,  whether  they  might  have  the 
benefit  of  fuch  a  commutation.  Perhaps  notice 
of  this  may  have  been  given  by  the  fummons. 

It  appears  from  the  paflages  above-cited,  that 
fome  military  tenants  held  under  condition  of  paying 
biit  half  of  the  efcuage  afleft  by  the  parliament, 
and  others  but  a  fourth.  Nay,  "fome  there  were, 
who  fo  held,  as  that  they  were  only  to  pay  half  a 
mark  to  their  lord  upon  an  afleflmcnt  of  efcuage, 
whither  higher  or  lower;  which  was  called  efcuage 
certain ;  and  fuch  tenants  were  not  underftood  to 
hold  by  kriight*s-fcrvice,  but  their  tenure  was  fo- 
cage.  This  was  a  great  deviation  from  the  firft  in, 
ftitution  of  military  fiefs;  fo  great,  that  it  entirely 
altered  their  nature.  But  I  find  no  trace  of  any 
fuch  thing  in  the  time^  that  I  write  of;  nor  does  it 
appear,  that  it  extended  to  tenants  in  chief.  '  All 
that  Sir  Thomas  Lyttelton  fays  of  fuch  tenants  is 
towards  the  latter  epd  of  his  chapter  on  efcuage, 
after  having  treated  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
paid  by  their  vaffals  :  "  But  of  fuch  tenants^  as  hold 

of  the  king  by  efcuage ,  which  were  not  'ivith  the  king 
**  in  Scotland^  the  king  himfelf  fhallhave  the  efcuage, 
Seft.  lor.  Lord  Coke  fays,  in  his  notes  to  fcft. 
97.  of  the  fame  chapter,  **  Here  is  a  fecret  of  law 
^^  included^  thaty  albeit  efcuage  uncertain  be  due  hj 
**  tenure ;  yet  becaufe  the  ajfepnent  thereof  concerned 
*'  fo  ntanyy  andfo  great  a  number  of  the  fubjeSls  of  the 
*'  realm^  it  could  not  be  ajfefjed  by  the  king^  or  by  any 
*'  other  but  by  parliament ;  and  this  was  by  common 
*«  hw'^  He  adds,  '^  No  efcuage  was  ajfeffed  by  par-- 
f'  T;amint  fince  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Second.^ 
fs^vcrtliclcfs  it  appears,  th^r,  when  Lyttelton  wrote, 
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it  was  the  common  opfiHon,  t1$t  it  fhould  be  ib 
aflefled.     And  he  fcems  to  fpeak  of  it  as  law. 

Lord  Coke  alfo  fays,"  <*  And  it  Is  to  be  obfcrved,  Scft.  97,  & 
**  that,  if  he  that  holds  of  the  king  by  cfcuage  go-  ^^^qacou 
^*  etb^  or  findcth  another  to  go  for  him,  with  the 
"  king,  &€•  then  he  fliall  have  efcuage  of  his  te- 
**  nants,  that  hold  of  him  by  fuch  fervice,  whicb 
**^  fHuJi  be  affepi  hy  parliament  But  if  the  king's 
*'  tenant  gocth  not  wirh  the  king,  then  he  fhall  pay 
**  for  bis  default  cfcuage,  and  Jhall  have  no  efcuag$ 
**  of  bis  tenants**  This  latter  aflertion  is  falfc  ;  for 
Mr.  Madox  fays,  in  his  Hiftpry  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  «  when  the  lord,  holding  in  capite^  did  perlbnal 
*^  ferVice-in  the  king's  army,  or  paid;  or  became 
•*  duly  charged  with  bis  •  efcuage  to  the  king  \  he  ipas 
**  entitled  to  have  efcuage  of  bis  tenants  for  the  fees 
<*  whkh'  they  held  of  bim^  and  which  be  held  of  the 
^^  king  in  capote ^  And  this  he  proves  by  records. 
For  iriftance,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third, 
Henry  de  Bray brok  had  a  writ  of  aid  directed  to 
the  Ihefriffi  to  diftrain  the  knights  who  held  of  him  the 
fees^  whkb  Ike  held  of  the  king  in  capite.for  the  efcuage 
which  he  flood  charged  with  at  the  Exchequer.  Mr. 
Madox  adds,  **  that  in  the  elder  timesj  in  cafe  the 
*«  Ibrd  was  entitled  to  re<!eive  efcuage  of  his  tenants, 
**  fuch  efcuage  was  ufually  collefted  by  the  lord 
•«  per'mhnumfuamj  who  ufed  to  jufticiate  or  diftrain  v.  Madox 
*^  his  tertants  to  pay-  ie.  Whether  it  was  all  along  Hift.  Exchcq. 
*<  Hccefliry  for  the  lorid^^to  have  the  king's  leave  or^Jr(^'  ^*^** 
**  authority. to  colieft  his.  efcuage,  per  manum  fuam^  ^  '^* 
*<  or  J10-,  fuch  leave  or  authority  was  fometimes 
«  granted  to  particular  lords."  But  he  (hews,  that 
afterwards  efcuage  was  collected  by  the  IheritFs  of 
•the  counties.  '*  In  the  twenty-feventh  year  of 
*'  Hefiry  the  Third,  when  efcuage  was  granted  to  the 
*•'  king  by  the  common- council  of  the  realm,  writs  were 
^^  awarded  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  counties,  comman- 
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ding  them  tp  t^^  inquifiripn  by  oath  of  kQtght$» 
and  lawful,  no^,  tQ^fid  what  la^d$  were  hpldeft 
"of  the  king,  or  of  others^  who  held  of  the  king 
*'  in  capU£y  whether  of  the  new  feofftnent  oc  the 
"  old,  and  to  dift^ain  the  tenants  of  fuch  fees,  to 
«  pay  their  efcuag^  for  the  fame/' 

P.  438.  But  as  ViSlar  C4UHi^  af^dJkhmSted  bis  cauft 
to  the  council^  is  gave  a  reafonable  pr^udi<e  in  bis 
behalf:  bisadverjary  was  cenfurfd  as  guilty  of  (on- 
tumacy  •,  W,  after  a  proper  ^xaminati^  of  witnef- 
fesj  be  was  declared  to  bave  been  duly  eleifed. 
That  he  was  duly  elected,  I  will  not  affirm ;  but 
certainly,  the  pre-engagement,  which  it  appeared 
that  the  cardinal  of  Alexander's  p^rty  had  laid 
thennfelves  under  before  the  eledion,  was.  contrary 
to  the  liberty  required  by  the  canons,  (V.  Radevi- 
cum,  L  ii.  c.  cz.  71.)  And  if  the  nobility,  pe<^le, 
and  clergy  of  Rome  had  a  right  to  interfere  in  id 
(as,  notwithftanding  the  Bull  of  Pop^  Innocent  the 
Second,  I  prefume  they  had)  Vidtor,  whpcn,  it  jeems, 
they  all  inclined  to  fupport,  may,  upon  the  whole, 
have  had  a  majority  of  votes  in  his  favor.  But 
though  mention  is  made,  in  fome  of  the  letters 
which  juftify  his  ele^iop,  of  their  having  very 
ftrongly  declared  then^felves  on  his  fide,  yet  the 
principal  ftrefs  was  not  laid  jupon  that,  but  upon  the 
difqu^iBcation  of  the  qirdii^s  his  opponents,  by 
the  oaths  they  had  taken/,  becaule,  I  iuppofe,  to 
deny  the  authority  of  a  papal  decree  was^not  thought 
prudent;  and  the  other  plea  was  fufficient  tp  prevail 
on  the  council  to  determip^  for  Vi&or. 

P.  447.  and  prevailed  upon  tbem  to  celebrate  tbeform 
of  a  marriage  J  or  public  and  folemnefpoufalsybePween 
Henry  bis  Son^  not  yet  ^x  years  old^  and  Margaret 
of  France^  who  was  JiU  a  younger  infant f 
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Diccto  fays,  that  Prince  Henry  at  this  time  was    Book  n. 
fcfven  years  old;  but  this  mull  be  a  raiftake;  for  y\^^'^ 
(as  he  tells  us  himfeU  in  another  place)  that  prince  j^    *  Hift. 
was  born  on  the  laft  day  of  February,  in  the  year  fubann.  1160 
1^559  with  which  date  of  his  birth  the  other  con-  &  ii5S« 
temporary  hiftorians  agree.     The  fame  author  fays, 
that  the  princefs  of  France  at  this  time  was  three 
years  old ;  but  I  fhould  fuppofe  her  older ;  becaufe 
I  think,  that  King  Henry  would  hardly  have  defired 
to  have  her  fent  into  Normandy,  while  ihe  was  ac 
the  bread  of  her  nurfe,  as  (he  muft  have  been  in 
the  year  1158,  if  ihe  was  but  three  years  old  in 
1 160. 
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APPENDIX 

T  O    T  HE 

SECOND      BOOK 

OF    THE 

/ 

Hiftory  of  the  Life  of  King  Henry 
the  Second* 

N^   I. 
Carta  Liiertatum  Anglia  Regis  Henrici  IL 

From  the  Red  Book  of  the  Exchequer. 

HENRICUS,  Dei  gratia.  Rex  Angliae,  DuXtliaU  reflfa 
Normannis  ec  Aquicanias,  Comes  Andegavise,.  red  to  to  p» 
baronibus  ec  fklelibuG  i^is,   Francis  ec  Anglicis^,  300% 
Salutetn. 

Sciacis  me,  ad  honorem  Dei  et  SanAse  EccleHse,. 
et  pro  communi  emendacione  totius  regni  mei,  con- 
ceflifle  et  rcddidiffe,  et  prselcnti  carta  mea  confir- 
maffe,  Deo  et  Sandae  Ecclefaae,  et  omnibus  Gomiti- 
bus  et  baronibus,  ec  omnibus  hominibus  meis, 
omncs  confuetudines,  quas  rex  Henricus,  avus  meus, 
eis  dedit  et  conceflit.  Similiter  etiam  omnes  malas 
confuetudines,   qnas  ipfe  ciekvit  et  remiiit,   ego 
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remitto  ct  deleri  concedo,  pro  me,  et  haercdibiis 
meis. 

Quare  volo  ct  firmiicr  praxipicH  quod  Sandra 
Ecclefia,  ct  omnes  cornices  ct  barones,  et  omnes 
mei  homines,  omnes  illas  confuetudines,  etdona- 
tiones,  ct  libcrtates,  ct  liberas  confuetudines,  ha- 
bcant,  et  tcneant'libere  et  quiete,  bene  et  in  pace, 
ct  integre,  de  me  et  haercdibus  meis,  fibi  et  haere- 
dibus  fuis,  adeb  libere,  et  quicte,  et  plenarie,  in 
omnibus,  ficut  rex  Henrieus,  avus  mens,  cis  dedit 
ct  conccffit,  et  carta  fua  confirrtiavit. 

Telle  Ricardo  de  Luci. 


N^   II. 

Pefri  Blejjenjis  Epiji. 
Ef.  Lxvi.  Ad  Gualter  jlrcbitpifcopum  Panormitanum. 

Thisisrcfcr.  T^ENEDICTUS  Dominu3Deu5,.&c.  &c. 

i«4  to  in  p.     J3      Quod  autcm  a  me  cum  omni  inftantia  poC- 

3^**  lulatis, .  ut  formam  ct  mofrcs  domint  regis  Anglian 

vbbis  fub  certa  defcriptlone  tranfmittam,  mcas  qui- 

.  -  dcm  facultatcs  excedit :  ad  hoc  enim  fatis  infuffi- 

cicns  videretur  Mantuani  vena  ingcmi.  Ego  taoien 
quod  fck)  vobis  fine  inridia  ct  dctradione  commfu- 
iiico.  De  David  legitur,  ad  commendationcm  dc- 
coris  ejus,  qutwiiam  rufus  erat.  Vos  atitclin  dominum 
regcm  fubrufum  haftenus  extitiflc  noveritis,  nifi 
quia  cblorcm  hunc  vcnerabifis  fenettus,  et  fupcrvc- 
niens  canities  aliquantulum  altcravit.  Statura  ejus 
mediocris  eft,  ut  et  inter  parvos  magnos  apparcat, 
nee  inter  majores  minimus  vid^atur.  Caput  ejus 
fphaericum  eft,  tanquam  fapientise  magna?  fedcs,  ct 
alti  confilii  Ipecialc  facrariuoJi     Ea  vcro  eft  capitis 

quaaticas. 
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quahtitas,  ut  collo  ec  toti  corpori  proporrionali  mo« 
deratione  xefpondeat.  Oculi  ejus  oirbiculati  funr» 
dum  pac'aci  eft  animi,  columbini  et  fiiDplices :  fed 
in  ira  €t  turbatipne  cordis  quafi  fcintillances  ignem 
ec  in  impetu  fulminances.  Csefaries  ejus  damna 
calvicii.  non  vececur,  fupervenieme  tamen  artificii 
capillorum  tonfura.  Leonina  fades  quafi  in  qua- 
drangulum.  fe  dilaut.  Erainentia  naris  ad  cocius 
corporis  veouftatem  naturali  eft  moderatione  pro*  t 
penia.  Arcuati  pedes,  equeftres  tibiae,  thorax  ex- 
tenfior,  lacerti  pugiles  virum  fortetn,  agilem,  et 
audaceiji  denuncianc:  in  quodam  Ca^en  arciculo 
pedis  ejus  pars  unguis  innafcicur  carni,  atque  in  con- 
tumeliam  totiiis  pedis  vehemencer  incnefctt.  Manus 
ejus  quadam  groflicie  fua  hominis  incuriam  proced 
tancur.  Earum  enim  cultutn  prorfus  negligit ;  nee 
junquam,  nifi  aves  deferat,  uticur  chyrothecis,  Sin-^ 
gulis  diebus  in  oiiffis,  in  confiliis,  ec  aliis  publicift 
a^ionibus  regni.  Semper  a  mane  ufque  ad  vefperam 
ftat  in  pedes.  Et  licet  tibias  habeac  froquenci  per<- 
cufTione  calcitrancium  equorum  enormicer  vuine- 
racus  ec  lividas,  nifi  camen  equitec,  vel  oomedac^ 
nunquam  fedtt.  Una  dic^  fi  opus  fueric,  quatuor 
auc  quinque  dia^as  excurrit,  ec  fie,  inimicorunsi 
cnachinamenca  prasvcniens,  arces  eorum  freqaenter 
inopinata  fubitatione  deludit.  Ocreis  fine  plica, 
pileis  fine  faftu,  et  veftibus  utitur.  expeditis.  Ye* 
jhemens  amator  nemorum,  dum  cedar  a  prasUis,  in 
avibus  et  canibus  fe  exercec,  Caro  fiquidem  ejus 
fe  mole  pinguedinis  enormicer  oneraflet,  nifi  quia 
yentris  infolenciam  jejuniis  et  exercitio  domac,  at- 
que in'  afcendendo  equum,  ec  in  excurrendo,  levi* 
taccm  adolcfcentiae  fervans  potent iffimos  ad  laborem 
iSngulis  fere  diebus  itinerando  fatigat.  Non  enim, 
ficut  alii  rcges,  inpalatio  fuojacet,  fed  per  provin- 
cias  currens  explorat  fa&a  omnium,  illos  potiffime 
judi(;ans,  quos  confticuit  judices  aiiorimi.     Nemo 

eft 
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eft  argatibrdnxonfiliis;  iti  doquio  torrentior,  feed-' 
jior.in  pericults^  in  profperis  titnidior,  xonftantior 
in«^yer|^  .  Qf^em  &meh  tf^bxic,  mx  dpi\l\g\u 
QUieqi;  veoo  JteSuclxxot^m.  habait;  visic.^  :|;ra,tiam 
tamiliaricaus  admiaiti  SeiDper  in  manibus  ejus  func 
jarcust.cnfes^ryenabuja;  :ct;  Agitiae'^niff  fi^  in  con-- 
Xitiis,  caut:in:  itbciis.  '  Cooties  enmi  potlsft  a^curis  et 
foUcicudinihiis  refpirare,  fecr&ta  fe  occupat  le^ione^ 
aut  in  cunieo  clericOruih  aliquem:nodun3*  quseftipnU 
Jaborac  evD^ycrc.'  : Nam  cun^i rex  ycftcr bene  litcras 
tM)Yerk,  rex  nofter  loi^e  litei^atior  eft^  iigo  enim 
in  rtcterali  icteatia  faculcaites:iUCnufque  ^gnovi. 
Scitis^.  quod:  doosinus  rex  Sicilts  >per  apnuro  difci* 
:pulus  mens  fuit^  ec  quia. verbis  yca-fificacorise  acque 
littcratons  arcis  pnihiiia's  babueratv  per  rnduftriain 
et  fojicitudinem  meam  benefidum  fcicntiac  plenioris 
jobnnuic. .  Quam;jcito!  aut^m  eg-nefius.  ^m  rtgnum^ 
ipfe  libris  abje^is  ad  otiumi  fecontuUt  pakcinutn. 
:  ^Vcrumtamen .  apud  domtnum  regem  :AngIorunT^ 
4i30tidiana  ejus  ichola  r'efl:  Ikccraaflimorum  conver- 
fatio.  jugis,  .cc .  difcuffio  qusftioiiuai.  'i-NuUus  rege 
flf^m coft.  .hooeftior  in  loqaendo,: '  in !  comedendo 
•urbaniar,,  moderarior  in  bibendo«  NiillUs«magnift- 
centior  in  dpnb,  nidlus  oiuni&centior/ iji  eleemo* 
•fynis:  ideoque  quafi  unguentum  efFufum  eft  nbmen 
,ejus,  ex  elee'mc^ynas.illitis  enarrat  omnis  Ecclefia 
Sartdorura.  Rex.hofter  jpacificus,  victoriofus  in 
ibtelli$9  .gU)dQ&$  .in  pace : ,  faper  omnia  defiderabilia 
.hujus  muodi  zckitur  etprocurat  pacem  p(^li  fui. 
A^  pacicrppopult  ipedliaic  ioamenficas  ilia  pecuniae 
xum^  qqam  donai:,  quani  xecipii,  quam  congregar, 
quam  diipcrgit.  ^  lii.mvins^  in  propUgnaculi^  in 
munitiOnibuSy  in  fo0atis,  in  claufuris  ferarum  et 
pifcium^  et  inpalatioruni.sediiiciis  nuUus  fubcilior, 
nullufque  ma^ificentiorjnvenituF.  .Paterejus,  po- 
tendflimus  et  nobiliflimus .comes,  fines  fuos  amplify 
'  Time  dilatavic:  fed  ifte  pacris  facultatibus  cfoperadt 
_  >  dens 
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dens  in  fortitudinc  manusfu2B  ducatum  Normannise,. 
ducatum  '  Aquitanice,  ducatum  Britanniae,  rcgnuni 
Angliae,  regnum  Scocias,  regnum  Hyberniae,  reg- 
num  Wallias,  patcrns  magnificentiae  titulos  inaeui- 
ipabiliter  ampliavit.     Nullus  manfuetior  eft  affliftis^ 
nulliis  affabilior  pauperibus,   nullus  importabilior 
ctt  fuperbis  :    <juadam   enim    divinitatis  imagine 
Icmper  ftuduitopprimcre  fa(tuofos,oppreflbs  erigere, 
et  adverfus  fuperbias.  tumorem  continuas  pcrfccu- 
yonts  at  cxitiales  moleftias  lufcitare.     Cum  atitcnl 
jjuxta  regni  confuetudinem  in  cleftionibus  facicndii 
potilTimas  ec  potentifTimas  habeat  partes,  habuit  ta- 
men  fempcr  manus  ab  omni  venalitate  innoxias  et 
Immunes.     Has  et  alias  tarn  animi  quam  corporis 
^otes,  quibus  ipfum  natura  egregie  pras  caeteris  iri* 
iignivit',  tango  fummotenus^  noii  defcribo:  meahi 
eairti  profitcor   ihfufficientiam,    credereroquc   fub 
tanta  jfudare  materia  Tblliuni*  autMaronem.^  Ulud 
faAe  tantillum,.  quod  de  forma  et  moribus  ejus,  ad 
inftantiam  veliram,  breviter  delibavi,  mihi  jtemeri- 
tati  a  pluribus  adfcribctur :  vidtbor  enim,  aut  orius 
Imporcabile  pracfumpfid^,  aut  plurimum  de.  magni- 
ficentia  tanti  viri  per  invidehtiam  recidifTe.     £gd 
tanien  veftrae  ferviens  caritati,  quod  poflTum  ^cid, 
et  quod  fcio  veftra^  poftulationi  proiiipti&lma  volun- 
iate  cbmtpunico,   atque  inter  caeteros  magniiico^ 
viros,  qui  dc  laudibus  domihi  roei  fcribunt,  ego 
cum  piau{)ere  vidua  mihiitum  devotionis  gazophyla- 
cium  mitto,     jt^od  autem  de  rhorte  beati  martyris 
iqiiaeritis,  in  verbo  domini  et  In  ordine  diaconi  vobis 
Bico,  me  nuUo  modo  habere  iti  cpnicieqtia,  ipfum 
^ujus  rei  culpabiiem  exftitiHe :  hujufque  fid^m  pie- 
liiffimam  yobis  faCient  domiriiis  Theodinus  Portu- 
en(is  epifcopus,  et  dominiis  Albertus  Cancellarius, 
qui  propter  hoc  in  partibus  noftris  ^egatione  fui>- 
gcntes  exploraverunt,  et  innocentiam  viri  cognove-  • 
xunt,   atqiie  fub  umbra   illius  hoc  a  quibufdami 
Vol,  IL  LI  attcrx- 
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attentatum  fuide,    totamque   hayac   iniquicatem   1^ 
ftnduario  proceffifle.    Accepta  fiquidtm  ab  o^  ca- 
nonica  purgatione  illius,  illi  de  mandate  funmii 
pontificis  publice  fentcntiaverunt,  cum  abboccri-? 
mine  coram  Deo  et'hominibus  c(Ie  innoxhrait  et  in 
*  quoidam  magnates,  quorum  matitiam  in  hac  parte 
manifefte  conviccrant,  notam  infamiac  retorferunr. 
Hlud  quoque  noveritjs,  dominum  regem  gloridfum 
martyrem  in  omnibus  auguftHs  fuis  patronum  ha- 
bere praecipuum.    Eadem  Cquidem  die,  qua  primo^ 
fumulum  martyris  vifitavic,  regem  Scotiae  perfecu- 
idrem  et  impugnatorenni  fortiflimum,  captum  Vin-* 
culis  carceralibus  mancipavit.     Conrinuato^  ^^ett- 
teps  favore  fucceffuum  ope  martyris  de  uttivii^lit 
hoftibus  gloriofiffime  triumpbavit.     Sciatic  ^^, 
ecrtiflime,  quod  caritatem  illam,  qua^  fe  dim  *fti^ 
it  martyr  mutuo  dilexerunt,  neque  mor3  nttftU 
gfadius  abolevlt :  fortis  enim  eft  dileftlo,  tit'  Wofs'; 
et  cum  omnia  tranfeant,  caritas  nunquam  ijctdlfc 
Ha^c  eft  porta  Ipeciola,  qu*  in  fubverfione  Mfettt-. 
falem  integra  et  intadra  permanfit:  cmnque  otnni^i 
cvacuentur  in  morte,  diledio  in  morte  tion  mttfiixTi 
cujus  fortitudini  mors  fuccumbit.    Regnuitt'qui- 
dem  Anglian,  quodadverfus  regem  ^tephamifti  aitnU 
ftrenuiftimum  fudoribus  obtinucrat  bellid^y  "Kcet 
adotefcentulus  et  contemptus,  fiUi  ejus,  cOitfiiia  et 
huxilio  regum  et  principum  circumjacentiuiai,  S^^^ 
feditione  turbaverant.    Ipfe  autem  dcftitutus  fiiiiK,  ec 
ab  cxtrafieis  impugnatus,  illo  afpirante,  in'  ct^uii 
virtute  unus  fugat  decem  millia,  pr^evaUtit  tiniWflii 
dedirque  in  manus  ejus  hoftes  fuos  Dondimw, .  lad 
alligandos  reges  eorum  in  compedibus,  ernobilet 
eoium  in  manicis  fcrrcis.     Ule,  qui  convcrtic  corda 
iiliorum  ad  patrem,  ipfos  in  affediotie  filiati  ntitrr* 
ens  fedem  patris  in  tempora  longa  ftabiliat,  et  facittt 
pacem.     Scio  enim,  quod  fi  bclla  iterum  fufdravc* 
tin;  in  parcntcm^  fuccidct  cos  dominus*    Nam  I>ci 

judida 
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l^dioio^et  lege  fafiali  fancitum  eft,  ut  quicunquc  ^&^ 
canTaogoinicate  illius  bellis  ifpum  Itnpugnare  pr2&- 
fumpferit,  non  dimidict  dies  fuos.     Hoc  autem  ia 
libro.cxpcricntia  jam  de  multis  legimus,  ct  fide 
Qpulata  oagimrunus. 


N^  in. 

Harley,  part  215-  fol.  2.  6 — 36. 

NOTtJM  fit  omnibus  tarn  praBfemibus  quam  This  is  refer, 
futuris,  quod  hoc  modo  fada  pax  inter  Lodo-ied  to  ia  p. 
wicum  regem  Francie,  et  regem  Anglie  Hearicum.-*^  4^9'*^  Ul^ 
BjCx  Lodowicus  reddidit  regi  Anglie  omnia  jurayet 
t^pementa  Henrici  regis  avi  fui,  que  tenebat  die> 
qua  fuit  vivus  ac  mortuus,  plene  et  integre }   ex- 
ccpto  Wilcaffino.     Et  de  Wilcaffino  remanfit  regi 
An^Ue  feodum  archiepifcopi  Rotomag\  et  feodum 
qpmitis  ligicum  de  feodo  Britollii,  et  feodum  comi^ 
lis  Ebr\     Et  totum  remanens  Wilcaffini  regi  Fran- 
cie^ hoc  xxiodo,  quod  ipfe  illud  remanens  dedii,  et 
conccilit  maritagium  cum  filia  fua  filio  regis  Anglie 
habendum.     Et  cum  inde  feificudunfi,  ao  affump- 
tigme  beate  Marie  proxima  p6ft  pacem  fa£tam,  in 
trcs  anaost  et  fi  iafra  hunc  terminum  filia  regis 
Francie  filio  regis  Anglie  defpoofata  fuerit,  afienfu 
ec  CQnfeqfu  San£le  Ecclefie,  tunc  erit  rex  Anglie 
feyfitus  de  tqto  Wilcaffioo,  et  de  Caftellis  Wilcaf- 
fini, ad  opus  filii  fui.     Et  fi  filia  regis  Francie  infra 
bpnc  terminum  obierit,   Caftella  et  WilcaffinunFi 
sedibunt  ad  manum  regis  Francie ;  e&cepcis  tribu5 
feodis,  que  fempcr  remanebunt  regi  Anglie  foluta  et 
quieta.    Et  ifta  conventione,  quod  Caftella  rema- 
nebunt in  cuftodia.militum  Templi,  ufque  ad  prge^ 
4iAum  terminiim:  et  habebunt  reddiitus  ad  Caftella. 
L I  2  .        cufto- 
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cuftoditnda,  quae  rex  Francie  in  dominio  habebat: 
Et  interim,  rex  Frartcie  habebit  inde  jufticiam,  cc 
homagia,  cr  fervictum.      Et  Gocclinus  Crifpinus^ 
*  ct  Qoellius  deVaudemonte  revcrfi  func  in  homagia 
regis  Francie,  dc  co  quod  habenc  in  WilcaffiiK),  ec 
dcbent  habere  de  ipfo.     Et  fi  rex  Francie  habacrit 
qwerclam  verfus  cos,  que  fit  ad  jufticiam  icorj[x)rris, 
vcl  membrorum,  fi^c  exheredacioncm,  five  riiag- 
nuna  gravani^n  pecunie,  per  confilium  regis  Anglic 
deducetur.     Ppr  iftam  convencionem  Caftdlutn  Sti- 
pinnei  profternetur,  infra  feftum  Saqfti  Johannis. 
Comes  Ebr.*  Simon  ^re verfus  eft  in  bqmagium  rcgis^ 
Francie;  et  fervicium  quiete  in  tiomThibus  et  crff* 
TeMis  fuis,   et  caftclfa  fua  ci  qu'reta  remanebiint  v 
ficut  ceteri  barones  Francie  cafteHa  fara  quieta  ha- 
bent.  Et  rex  folvit,  et  quietos  clamairit  homines  cjuf- 
dem  comitis  omnes,a  juramentoquod  ej  fecensmt :  et 
ipfum  tomitem  fimiHter  abjbl>Sti''^d^  eo  qnodad 
regem  Francie  pcrtinct,    Et  idem^tfbmes  Ebi  habe- 
bit omnia  jura  fua  de  forefta  Aquiline,  ficut  jufata 
fuerunt  per  fervientes  regis  Francie,  et  ipfius  co- 
mitis.    Sed  fi  inter  cos  orta  fuerit  querela,  per  jura- 
menta  hominum  et  regis  et  comitis,  qui  hoc  jurave- 
runt,  ex  precepto  reg  s,  ct  fine  mala  voluntatc  cju^ 
recognitum  crit.     Et'de  domo  Sanfti  Leodcgarii,  fi 
comes  eum  requificrit,  -de  cuftodia  ejufdem  domus 
rex  ci  reAum  tencbit.     Praetcrca  rex  Francie  reddi- 
dit regi  Anglic  omnia  jura  ct  tpncmenta  comitis 
Pidavcnfis,  excepta  Tolofa ;  hoc  modo,  quod  rcX 
Anglic  conceflit  de  Tolofa  trevia.s,  ulquc  die  primo 
Pentccoft  poft  pacem,  in  unum  annumi  pro  ambrc 
regis  Francie,  comiti  Sanfti  Egidii ;  falvo  honorc 
fuo,  fine  malo  ingenio,  et  fine  fua  ct  fuorum  here- 
dum  exheredacione.     Et  quicquid  rex  Anglic  habc- 
bat  de  honorc  Tojofc,  ct  Cadurco,  ct  Cadurcino, 
ea  die  qua  pax  fa€ta  ftiit,  eidem  regi  Anglic  remane- 
bit  i  ct  fi  con;ics  Sanfti  Egidii  infra  hunc  tcrmrniMn 
;■'   '  2  "   regi 
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regi  Anglic,  vel  fiiis  hominibus,  de  predido  hpnore  * 
Toloftf,  v^l  Cadurci,  forisfecerit,  et  ad  marchja  in 
termino  convcnienci  non  emendavcrir,  rex  Francie 
inde  ukerius  fe  noa  intromittct.  £c  fi  co  nes  de 
Bargelim' •  ec  Trencavcl^  ct  ceteri  homines  regis 
Angtie  illius  patrie,  nolucrint  in  trewis  il^is  cflc,  et 
gwerram  feccrint  comiti  Sanfti  Egidii,  rex  Anglie 
non  juvabit  cos  infra  huncteriiiinum  contra  iilam 
conveqcioncm.  #. 

Concede  et  confirmo  bits  tcftibus:  Petr<^  Parifiac% 
Hugone  SucfoincnP,  Roberto  Iibroic\  Frnaldo 
Exc%  PhilippQ  BaiocenP,  Rogero  Sagienfi,  Hugonc 
Dunelai'  Epilcopo,  Thoma  Cancellar^'Comite  Fian- 

vdrenP,  Teodorico  Comite,  Henrico  Comitc  Suc- 
fjonenf\' Cornice  Belli  Montis,  Tcodor'  Wilcrianno, 
Willielmo  Pavct,  Magiftro  TempU  et  Fratribus, 

*  Otton\  de  S^<3o  Ludonir',  Gilbcito  de  Laci,  Ri- 
cardo  de  Hafting\  Petro  Epiicopo,  Roberto  de 
J^iro,  Willielmo,  fratre  regis  Anglie,  Comite  Mil- 
|et'inOi  Rif  ardo  dc  Huxner,  Jprdano  Taxo. 


F       I        N     •  I        S. 
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